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Saddam 
refuses 
to back 
down as 
the war 
planes 
hit again 



President Saddam Hussein addressing the Iraqi nation on television yesterday, as he urged the people to continue resisting US and British air strikes 


ADDAM. HUSSEIN was defiant 
' towards America and Britain 
yesterday as air raids continued 
into a third ni^iL The raids have 
been by far the most extensive 
since the Gulf War; involving 
hundreds of cruise missiles tar- 
geted on dozens of sites. 

The Iraqi dictator said that 
underno circumstances would 
he back down, despite the at- 
tacks on the most critical struc- 
tures of regime. “By God, we 

not compromise." he said 

tiro taped Iraqi television ad- 
dress. “A curse on the agents of 
Satan ... We will fear nothing 
but God and we will not kneel 
except to the face of God." 

It was the first time Presi- 
dent Saddam had spoken to 
Iraqis since the bombing start- 
ed three days ago. 

Against a background of 
wailing air-raid sirens Tariq 
Aziz, the Iraqi Deputy Prime 
Minister, said last night that 
Britain was a rat foD owing be- 
hind the American elephant 
_ Mr Aziz hinted that United 
*, ■^‘Jations weapons inspectors 
would not be allowed to return. 
He said Richard Butler, the 
head of Unseora, would never 
return to Iraq, and accused 
him of collusion with Wasfcing- 


By Patrick Cockburn 
in Baghdad 
ANDREW MARSHALL 
in Washington 
AND COLIN BROWN 
in London 

ton. “There was co-ordination 
by the US government and 
Butler about the content of the 
report and the timing of the re- 
port,” said Mr Aziz at a Bagh- 
dad news conference. “This is 
not a military conflict This is a 
criminal aggression by the US 
and Britain.” 

Baghdad itself was calm but 
apprehensive yesterday. It was 
a Friday, a holiday, but the 
streets were empty away from 
the central markets. The mood 
of people is resigned, almost de- 
tached, believing that there is 
nothing they can do to affect the 
course of events. "They will hit 
us ag ain and a gain and again, 
said one Iraqi, spreading his 
hands in despair." 

Representatives of the In- 
ternational Committee of the 
Red Cross tlCRC) yesterday 
visited two Baghdad hospitals 
and saw 40 people wounded by 
the raids. The ICRC could not 
confirm any figures for the 
number of civilians killed or 


wounded in the raids. Iraq says 
that 25 people have died so far 
with 75 wounded. It says that 
homes, factories, a pharmacy 
college and a museum have 
been hit as well as other mili- 
tary targets. It also claims to 
have shot down 77 of the in- 
coming cruise missiles. 

Britain and America pledged 
to press on with the attacks, and 
claimed the air strikes were 
achieving their short-term 
goals. “I believe we are on 
course to achieve our military 
objectives,” Tony Blair said 
last night “There is no doubt 
we are significantly damaging 
Saddam Hussein's military ca- 
pability and reducing ... the 
threat that he poses to the re- 
gion and to the world." 

The Pentagon set out the 
most detailed list of targets so 
fan saying it had hit 11 sites 
linked to Iraq's weapons of 
mass destruction, five airfields 
and 19 security facilities. 

Judging by the US briefing 
and a list of targets put out by 
the Iraqi opposition, there has 
been a particular concentration 
on the Special Republican 
Guard, one Of the main militar y 
props to the regime, his detailed 
to guard the leadership, its 
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homes and offices and maintain 
internal security. 

The US has also crippled a 
key oil installation near Basra 
that was used for oil exports, 
hitting Iraq's ability to export ofl 
to pay for food. William Cohen, 
the US Defense Secretary said; 
“With respect to the facility in 
Basra, that is a very limited at- 
tack on a facility that provides 
for the illegal shipment of oil” 
Iraq is also allowed to export oil 
legacy under a UN scheme, and 
the damage to the Basra in- 
stallation will severely setback 
economic recovery 

Underscoring their desire 
to remove President Saddam, 
US aircraft were also reported 
to have dropped propaganda 
leaflets in the mainly Shia areas 
of southern Iraq, where an up- 


rising in 1991 was brutally put 
down after the Gulf War. 

RAF Tornados were in ac- 
tion once again last night On 
Thursday night, they attacked 
a base where Iraq was alleged 
to be developing pilotless air- 
craft to drop chemical and bi- 
ological weapons. The Ministry 
of Defence released film of a 
Tornado destroying a hangar, 
hitting a surface-to-air missile 
site and attacking a radio mast. 

According to reports from 
the region, the aerial campaign 
is being managed from a joint 
operations command room at 
a Saudi airbase south of 
Riyadh, though Saudi Arabia 
has not permitted its bases to 
be used for actual sorties. 

More cruise missiles have 
been launched than during the 


Gulf Wan with about 290 being 
fired since Wednesday. How- 
ever, there was no sign yester- 
day of the offensive coming to 
an end. George Robertson, the 
Secretary of State for Defence, 
hinted that bombing could be re- 
sumed even if it was suspend- 
ed for the Muslim ho|y month 
of Ramadan which begins 
tonight “We’re not going away," 
he said. “We have got to be pre- 
pared for a long stay But in the 
meantime this week we will have 
caused a huge amount of dam- 
age to his military regime." 

Both Britain and America 
have launched a diplomatic of- 
fensive to shore up support for 
the military strikes. “Even if 
some people don't agree with 
the military action, they un- 
derstand why it is necessary to 
be sure that Saddam Hussein 
is kept in his cage, because if 
he is allowed out of his cage, he 
is a danger to the world,” the 
Prime Minister said at a Down- 
ing Street press conference. 

Mr Blair also wrote a 1,000- 
word article for the European 
press after criticism from 
fYance and the withdrawal by 
Russia of its ambassadors to 
London and Washington. “We 
have acted because we must 


act to counter a real and pre- 
sent danger from a tyrant who 
has never hesitated to use 
whatever weapons come to 
hand," he wrote. 

Echoing his statement to the 
Commons, Mr Blair said Presi- 
dent Saddam had never kept his 
word. “The riskhe poses is real, 
not theoretical. What happens 
once the military action is over 
depends at least as much on Sad- 
dam as it does on us. I hope he 
will finally crane to his senses.” 

The effort to hold together 
Western support for the militaiy 
action was reinforced in tele- 


phone calls by Mr Blair to Ger- 
hard Schroder, the German 
Chancellor, Jacques Chirac, 
the French President, Massimo 
D’Alema, the Italian Prime 
Minister, and Egypt’s Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak, according 
to Downing Street He was also 
due to speak to Crown Prince 
Abdullah, first Deputy Prime 
Minister of Saudi Arabia. 

Mr Blair prepared public 
opinion for casualties. Saying 
the decision to attack had been 
with great regret he added: 
“There will be casualties in 
Iraq, despite all our efforts. 
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Hillary appeals as impeachment starts 


SCORNING THE pleas of Demo- 
crats, the Republican majority 
in the House of Representatives 
yesterday railroaded through 
, the -opening of the debate to 
Jimpeach President Bill Clin- 
ton, a confrontation they have 
lusted after for months. 

Republicans, whose mood 
had already been soured by 
Democrats' attempts to post- 
• pone the debate, arrived baying 
for blood and in no mood for 
compromise. They booed and 
yelled as Democrats tried fora 
new delay, citing the national 
interest, and calmed down only 
for the formal reading of the 
four articles of impeachment - 
perjury i twice), obstruction of 
justice and abuse of power -be- 


BY MARY DEJEVSKY 
in Washington 

fore engaging for an uproarious 
and bitter debate. 

The mood of the House, 
alternately grave and raucous, 
abject and combative, seemed 
to guarantee a vote for 
impeachment today. 

The White House kept an 
insouciant distance, but looked 
powerless to halt the momen- 
tum for impeachment 

The only intervention was 
the half-hearted deployment of 
its weapon of last resort, the 
First Lady HiHaiy Clinton. She 
broke a week of silence to call 
for “reconciliation” to end the 
“divisiveness" in the country. 


Asked after an unrelated 
event to comment on the course 
of impeachment, she said; “The 
vast majority of Americans 
share my approval and pride in 
the job the President has been 
doing for our country. 

“I think in this holiday sea- 
son, as we celebrate Christmas 
and Hanukkah and Ramadan, 
it's time for reflection and rec- 
onciliation among people, we ... 
ought to practise reconcilia- 
tion and we ought to bring our 
country together. We ought to 
end divisiveness, because we 
can do so much more together" 

Mrs Clinton's apparently 
unscripted remarks were cool- 
er and less personal than some 
she has offered in support of her 
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Hillary Clinton breaking 
her silence yesterday 

husband, but the choreography 
was significant 
She spoke outside the White 
House, with the glistening 
white dome of the Capitol in the 


background, a televisual mes- 
sage if ever there was one, 
that the White House would let 
the constitutional process take 
its course, but was fighting on. 

Mr Clinton was conducting 
himself as be has done since the 
start of toe impeachment crisis, 
attending to matters of state - 
now dominated by the assault 
on Iraq- and staying above toe 
fray. 

The previous day toe White 
House spokesman had said 
Congress had its priorities and 
the White House bad its, and 
they were different However, 
it also let slip that the political 
truce that had prevailed during 
the day-long postponement of 
the debate was at an end. And 


Republicans interpreted media 
reports of their Speaker-elect’s 
adultery - and his subsequent 
admission - as evidence that 
battle for toe moral low ground 
had been rejoined, and might 
be a struggle to the death. 

The White House seems to 
be preparing for the next, and 
last, fight: the trial in the Sen- 
ate. Mrs Clinton, a respected 
lawyer who took part m the c»n- . 
gressional investigation of 
President Richard Nixon 24 
years ago, was reported to be 
consulting constitutional ex- 
perts and historians. 

If they go down, it seems, the 
Clintons will go down fighting 
- and together 

Bitter wrangles, page 5 
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Moscow fury 
sparks off a 
new cold war 


Russian protest 


RUSSIA'S RELATIONS with the 
TOsst were yesterday gripped by 
one the sharpest frosts since 
the end of the Cold War after 
Moscow withdrew its ambas- 
sador to Britain “for consulta- 
tions" in a protest against the 
air strikes against Iraq. 

The move, which followed 
the recall of Russia's envoy to 
Washington, came amid a sec- 
ond day of angry and indignant 
declarations from Moscow, 
including a threat to reassess 
its entire security strategy. 

The Prime Minister; Yevge- 
ny Primakov, declared that the 
bombardment of Iraq “violates 
the entire world order estab- 
lished after the Second World 
War". And Russia's ascendant 
Communists, the largest force 
in parliament, confirmed they 
had no intention of considering 
the ratification of the Start-2 
arms-reduction treaty 

Wfestem diplomats were yes- 
terday gloomily surveying the 
political damage done by Op- 
eration Desert fbx to the arms- 
reduction process - Start-2, 
alter faltering signs of life, is 
now dead in the water - and to 
their efforts to end the dis- 
trust that surrounds Moscow's 
relations with Nato. 

“Unfortunately things will 
now stagnate,” said one. Evi- 
dence of that came when Rus- 
sia’s Defence Minister; Marshal 
Igor Sergeyev decided not to 


by Phil Reeves 
in Moscow 

attend a meeting of the Nato- 
Rusaa Permanent Council, dis- 
patching a less senior official in 
his place. 

However the Kremlin needs 
the West, and it knows it Ittac- 


of its position by emphasising 
that there was no question of 
severing relations with the 
United States and Britain. The 
row over Iraq must not be al- 
lowed to “slide into confronta- 
tion,” said a spokesman. 

The withdrawal of Yuri 
Ebkin, Moscow's ambassador to 
London, marks the first such 
occasion since the Soviet Union 
pulled out its envoy in 1971 in 
a tit-for-tat spy row in which 
Britain expelled 105 Soviet 
diplomats. 

The Fbreign Office yesterday 
sought to play down Russia’s 
outrage, saying that Robin 
Cook, the {foreign Secretary 
had a “friendly" conversation 
with his Russian counterpart 
Igor Ivanov. 

Both the British and the 
Americans expressed confi- 
dence that the relationship with 
Russia - already chilled by the 
new government of Mr Pri- 
makov and the current eco- 
nomic melt-down - would 
survive. 

Tb the apparent puzzlement 


of Washington, the Russians 
have also responded to the 
Iraq crias by moving troops and 
p lacing some militar y installa- 
tions on heightened alert 

The US Secretary of State, 
Madeleine Albright, said the 
purpose of the troop move- 
ments was unclear; although 

the Kremlin evplflineri tham an 

a routine response to height- 
ened international tensions. 

In reality Russia is in a bind. 
It feels genuinely aggrieved by 
the US and Britain’s decision to 
bypass the UN Security Coun- 
cil - one of the few forums in 
which Moscow feels it has a 
measure of the diplomatic 
weight it enjoyed in Soviet 
times In this case, its highly 
coveted status as one of five 
permanent members has 
proved next to worthless. 

It also has plenty of reasons 
to speak up for Saddam Hus- 
sein. Moscow has already 
signed dozens of lucrative con- 
tracts, inchiding weapons sales, 
with Baghdad which will kick in 
once UN sanctions are lifted. 
Iraq also owes it about $8bn in 
Soviet-era debts, which the im- 
poverished Russians would 
dearly love to bank. 

For the same reason, 
Moscow hopes that its current 
loyalty - a follow-on from the 
era in which thousands of So- 
viet engineers and advisers 
worked in Iraq- will be repaid 



Russian ultra-nationalists, one with a portrait of President Saddam Hussein, protest at the American embassy in Moscow yesterday ERA 


with some fat deals, notably in 
the oil and construction sector; 
when the day arrives when a 
sanctions-free Baghdad finally 
begins to rebuild. 

And ft wffl be also looking for 
some international diplomatic 
gains - stronger ties, for ex- 


ample, with the Arab world 
which will allow it to further its 
general policy of challenging US 
su premacy and pushing for a 
“multi-polar" international po- 
litical environment 
Yet Russia-as the Pentagon 
well knows - is also acutely 


aware that it needs the United 
States and the West, particu- 
larly after the precipitous eco- 
nomic collapse that began in 
August. 

Telling evidence of that 
came yesterday when an aide 
for Yiiri Mastyukov, First 


Deputy Prime Ministra; said the 
Iraq crisis should not affect 
Russfe’s current talks with the 
International Monetary Fluid, 
from which Moscow needs 
funds if it is to avoid a gaping 
hole in next year’s budget 
With equal eagerness, offi- 


cials said that negotiations 
with Washington over a $850m 
food-aid deal were proceeding 
as planned, despite the bomb- 
ing raids. It seems that Russia 
is prepared to bark at the 
hand that feeds it, but it is un- 
likely to bite it 


Blair seeks support from European allies 


CHINA RAGED, France again 
signalled its disapproval Ger- 
many bit its tongue, and Tbny 
Blair mounted a diplomatic of- 
fensive across Europe in order 
to shore up wavering support 
for the intensifying British and 
American air strikes against 
President Saddam Hussein of 
Iraq. 

By last night no other coun- 
try had followed Russia’s dra- 
matic example and withdrawn 
its ambassadors from London 
and Washington in protest at 
the attacks. 

But in Europe, where limit- 
ed demonstrations against the 
bombing took place outside 


By Rupert Cornwell 

United States embassies 1 in 
Denmark and the Netherlands, 
the most telling reaction was 
the sheer lack of it. 

Finding nothing good to say 
about the raids, the only alter- 
native for most Of America's tra- 
ditional European allies was to 
say nothing 

Such, in effect, was the ap- 
proach of the German Chan- 
cellor, Gerhard Schrtder; who 
declared tersely - and in defi- 
ance of the evidence - that he 
saw “ho danger of a split” in the 
alliance over the attacks. 

Pressed, he refused to elab- 
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FORECAST 

Gmeral situation: * rather chilly day: especially in the brisk breeze. Showers will 
move In off the west coast of England and Wales. Towards the east coast it will 
also be showery, me showers turning Increasingly wintry In the north. However, 
some inland areas wfli stay dry and bright all day. Sheltered parts of southern Scot- 
land may also stay dry with sunny spells, but elsewhere bi Scotland there wiR be 
sleet and snow showers. Northern Ireland will also be very cold with some wintry 
showers. 

London. SE England, East Anglia, E England: Turning cold as any remaining 
overnight rain soon clears to leave a mix or sunny spells and showers. A fresh 
north-westerly wind. Max temp 6-SC (43-46F). 

Ohm S England, Midlands: Colder than recently with occasional showers but also 
a few sunny spells. A moderate north-westerly wind. Max temp 6-7C (4J-45F). 

sw England. Channel Is, Wales, Cent N A NW England, Lake Disc, isle o t 
Man: Cold and rather breezy with scattered showers and the odd sunny sped. A 
fresh north-westerly wind. Max temp 6-9C (43-48F). 

NE England: Cold and windy with showers breaking out. The showers will cum 
increasingly wintry A fresh north-westerly wind. Max temp 4-6C (39-43F], 

SW A NW Scotland, Glasgow, Ml Isles: Cold with sleet and snow showers, the 
showers becoming prolonged. A fresh north-west wind. Max temp 3-5 C (37-41 F). 
SE A NE Scotland, Edinburgh, Aberdeen, N Isles: Sleet and snow showers like- 
ly but It Win be drier and brighter In the south. A fresh to strong north-westerly 
And. Max temp 2-5C (36-41F1. 

N Ireland: Wintry showers breaking OUL but there will be a few bright spells, 
especially In the south-east. A fresh north-westerly wind. Max temp 4-6C (39-43F). 

OUTLOOK 

It will turn even colder tomorrow as further wintry showers affect the east 
coast. In the west it will be generally dry and bright. After a widespread 
overnight frost. Monday will see rain moving eastwards across the councry. This 
wlU be preceded by snow over the mountains and hills. 
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orate on his statement on 
Thursday, that PresidentSad- 
dam had brought his latest 
troubles on himself by not co- 
operating with tiie United Nar 
tions weapons inspectors. 

faal,(XX)^woidartidefor pa- 
pers in several European coun- 
tries, Mr Blair argued that 
London and Washington had 
acted as they had “to counter 
a real and present danger from 
a tyrant who has never hesi- 
tated to use whatever weapons 
come to hand”. 

He also spoke by phone with 
the leaders of France, Ger- 
many and Italy and with Pres- 
ident Hosni Mubarak of Egypt 
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Belfast 3.50 pm ro 8.43am 

Birmingham 3.54pm to 8.15am 

Bristol 4.03pm co 8.13am 

Glasgow 3.43pm co 8.45am 

London 3.53pm co 6.03am 

Manchester 3.50pm co 8.22am 
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HIGH TIDES 

AM HT PM HT 
Amnmotttb 7.15 12.7 7.32 12.6 

CWh 5.37 4.4 5 54 4.3 

Desonpon 5.50 5.5 6.11 5.3 

Dow 11.09 6.4 1129 6.4 

Dun Laoghatre 11.36 4.0 11.59 3.8 

Fbbnotilb 5.21 5.3 5.42 5.1 

Greenock 12.24 3.1 12.55 3.4 

Harwhfi - - 12.02 3J 

Hotybead 10.27 5.5 10.46 5.3 

HoH (Albert Dk) 6.24 BJ 6.37 &5 . 

Kings Lyon 620 63 6.42 6.5 

Latch 2 46 5.3 2J53 S.4 

Lfwpool 1120 92 11.38 9.0 

Milford Haven 6.18 6.6 6.35 6.6 

Newquay 5.09 6.7 5 2 6 6.6 

Portland 6-56 2.0 7.19 1.9 

Portsmouth 1120 4.6 11.57 4.5 

PwShaB 8.11 4.7 827 4.6 

Scarborough 4.12 5.5 4.26 5.6 

Mick 1127 3.5 11.51 3.4 

Height measured in metres 
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France, however; is plainly 
not convinced, and made clear 
yesterday both its unhappiness 
with the report by the chief UN 
inspector, Richard Butler, 
which triggered this week’s 
strikes, and its view that the 
West had to define an entire 
new Iraq policy. 

As the evening paper 
FVunce-Soir demanded “Stop 
Him" in a banner front-page 
headline above a picture of 
President Bill Clinton, both 
President Jacques Chirac and 
his foreign minister; Hubert 


YESTERDAY 


EXTREMES 

Warmest: Isles of Sdlly 12C [54F] 
Coldest (day): Belfast 5C (41 R 
Witwn: Snowdonia 0.79 ins 
Sunniest: Elgim 7.0 hrs 
For 24hre co 2pm Friday 
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Torquay 0 


We y m outh 0 0 10 50 

24 boors to 6p<n (GMT) Thursday: 
Information by PA WoadterCentre 

Come Rain 

OR SHINE... 

AS WINTER draws in, the 
homeless facing a Christmas 
sleeping rough were given a 
boost fay the Government, 
which last night announced an 
extra 540 emergency beds in 
hostels around the country. 

The extra accommodation 
to see them through the worst 
of the weather will be in Lon- 
don, Bristol, Brighton and 
Cambridge, said junior envi- 
ronment minister Nick Rayns- 
ford, and will remain open 
until the end of March. 


Vedrine, warned the bombard- 
ment would solve nothing but 
merely increase the hardships 
of ordinary Iraqis.- It also.-they 
believe, risks increasing sup- 
port for President Saddam 
throughout the Arab world - 
something that is already hap- 
pening if demonstrations in 
several Arab capitals yesterday 
were anything to go by. 

“The international commu- 
nity must find a global and 
long-term strategy to deal with 
Iraq," President Chirac's 
spokeswoman said, though of- 


ficials in Paris readily admit 
there is no obvious one to hand. 
There is, by contrast, absolutely 
no doubt about the misgivings 
over the Butler report 

The Foreign Ministry de- 
clined to go as far as the news- ■ 
paper Liberation, which quoted 
UN diplomats in support of 
charges that Mr Butler had de- 
liberately slanted his findings 
against Iraq. 

But, the Quai <TOrsay said, 
the report was “vague” and 
“raised many questions”. 

Another reason for the edgi- 
ness of many European gov- 
ernments is the divisions 
aroused by the strikes within 


ruling left-of-centxe govern; 
‘merits. • . * 

Italy has already demanded 
a halt to the raids, and in both 
France and. Germany the Com- 
munists and Greens' take part 
' in socialist and soaal-democrat- 
led coalitions. 

With the French Greens and 
Communists demanding out- 
right condemnation of the 
raids, Iionel Jospin, the French 
Prime Minister; called them 
“inevitable but unnecessary". 

Germany’s Green fbreign 
Minister, Joschka Fischer, 
meanwhile underlined that the 
divisions which had already 
surfaced only heightened the 


. need for a common European 
foreign policy. 

Europe, fae said, was em- 
barking on a “very difficult dis- 
cussion process - one, though 
■ bewastoo diplomatic to say so, 
that will have been made no 
easier by Britain once again . 
throwing in its lot with the US,, 
instantly and instinctively. 

Its approach can only cast .. 
doubt on the sincerity of Mr 
Blair’s recent call for a separate 
European defence identity, a 
concept embraced after some 
hesitation by Paris at the 
St Male summit, but which, 
already appears to have beejfp 
honoured in the breach. • 
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Wave of anger 
across Gulf 

Arab reaction 



THE ATLANTIC NOON TODAY 


—1024- P« swrp 
In millibars 


■ warm Front 
> cold front 
. occluded front 


/W5—1008 
*\ / 

— x:? 03 * 


tem 


■T-w 

"T/\ 


\/ 2qr /^10^ ^ 

Low K will absorb Low M. Low N will run south-east as Low P moves east 
High K b stationary. 


THE. WORLD 

c.dootfr ttdrierie truer: fg/Qg li.UA, l»Auy; 

tuandnerm: oununder Mast n 
■e f •c f 

MtMt s 23 73 CWacia c 2 35 

Wen c 14 57 CNI tttlil i r 16 61 

h>M » 15 W Color* c b 43 

retard— c 8 46 Copmhaxw, dr 5 41 

■dmp c -16 3 Curt* j 13 55 

afcara c 6 43 Crate f 13 55 

fere ( 111 Mar t 26 79 

dare I 9 48 Mbs t 13 55 

odUaad r 21 70 Dmb c 31 88 

—eta S 23 77 Dotal t 29 8* 

mehok c 23 B4 Ed — oi -4 25 

Ktndo) c 29 84 Fkra in 17 63 

— lore f 12 5» Florence F 8 46 

lM r >8 64 F—fuil c I 34 

— 8e f* 0 H T o — a l t 19 66 

•rta I 7 45 8— IS 3 31 

mod) c 22 72 Clbralar c 16 61 

laris r 14 57 Hared t 2a 75 

ana c 17 63 c 76 79 

atof j 31 88 Hdakdd dr 4 39 


YESTERDAY 

nunlst wata: Mutiny: yftjhnwerx sljanc sruncar. 
lent nalLfee Sgure. noon local time. 

1 T \ V 

La Pax t 14 57 PngM c 5 41 

L— c 30 86 Ooabac sn -3 27 

U— I 24 75 neyhjadi c -5 33 

Usboo m 13 55 I tt a fe i f 16 61 

Irelta^ete* s 19 66 BofeJm 1 34 93 

Madrid i 10 50 ttyadk 1 77 63 

Matures c 13 55 Mare I 13 55 

Malaga c 14 57 San Fran m 13 55 

Mato s 14 57 SMfceo « 78 82 

ataoOa r 25 77 Sanol 3 12 54 

Mean 9 29 84 Soyttadhs f 29 84 

■ ufe rena c 19 66 Shaagkad e 16 61 

IMcoOty 5 17 63 Stafjpure C 30 86 

Mari I 18 64 St FMuj m 4 39 

MBaa m 9 48 Seacktatai m 6 **3 


c 9 48 Href Ho 
c 6 43 Horetab 
c 28 82 taasbri 


Href Roof C 21 70 
HomMb i 24 75 


BreureWreif 23 73 Totaoneriwuc IB 64 

Cairo s 16 61 Karadfl » 28 V 

Calory jn ■! 30 XiHiiiiaitll » 16 61 

Capo ft— s 29 84 Rtar m 7 36 


Muft curae c 19 66 Shaoffcad 

MadcoOty 5 17 63 Stafapora 

Mari I 18 64 St FWfafe 

MBre m 9 V seutktatai 

■ u ori re a I 31 88 Sydney 

Montreal e -1 30 Palpal 

Hose— c 1 34 -HMu 

ManUh f 2 36 ’taarifO 

MriraU t 24 75 Tokyo 

Nap— f 13 55 ferare 

Nassau s 34 75 Tab 

Dm Data Ig 10 50 Ure Ufe 

NnOrltas 14 57 UMrectn 
Nea Writ ■ 6 43 Wocawar 

Mu S 14 57 VHtaa 

Mcrela c IB E4 Mare 

Oria i 7 45 ItattM 

U r 8 46 Xtataogtoi 

FUtaf e 11 52 Wii— gtnn 

Perth s 24 75 Zupe* 


RwtStarioy c 13 55 ZMth 


[ ALL ACROSS the Arab world 
yesterday, British diplomats 
were sending back to London 
reports which totally contra- 
dicted what Robin Cook, the 
fbreign Secretary, has been 
telling the British people. In 
their summaries and press di- 
gests, ambassadors have been 
telling the Fbreign Office of 
the rage, fury, frustration and 
humiliation of the Arabs in the 
face of the attack on Iraq. 

Mr Cook m aintains that 
while reaction is “muted", most 
Arab regimes support the bom- 
bardment But in Cairo, the am- 
bassador will have told his 
masters of demonstrations at 
tbe al-Azhar mosque where 
the imam told his people to sup- 
port Iraq or “be struck fay God’s 

damnation'’ and where hun- 
dreds demanded a holy war 

The British embassy in Abu 
Dhabi will have recorded the 
words of the official spokesman 
of Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan aJ- 
Nahyan. the ruler of the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates, who 
referred to the “terrible oper- 
ation" as “beyond comprehen- 
sion and ... unacceptable”. 

Our diplomats in Damascus 

will have sent back accounts of 
remarks by Abdul-Kader Qad- 
doura, speaker of the Syrian 
parliament, who said: “Vfe con- 
demn and denounce this attack 
and call on the international 
community to halt it” 

In Qatar, one of the only 
Arab Gulf states to open rela- 
tions with Israel the daily 
newspaper Asharq said that 
American missiles were “tar- 
geting unarmed Iraqi civilians, 
showing that human con- 
science is dead. The missiles. 


By Robert Fisk 
in Beirut 

loaded with hatred, are ruth- 
lessly bringing death and dev- 
astation to a dear Arab nation". 

In Beirut - diplomats will 
have read the editorial in the 
daily as'Safir, whose columnist 
Mohamed Mashmoushi sug- 
gested that British and Amer- 
ican talk about “respect for 
the sensitivities of Muslims’ at 
Ramadan was a pretext to 
trample upon Muslim land. 

Most newspaper editorials in 
the Arab world assumed that 
the Anglo-American attack 
meant the end of all future UN 
weapons inspections. Ghassan 
Tueni, the joint owner of an- 
Nahar newspaper in Beirut, 
lamented the weakness of the 
Arab world in confronting the 
bombardment of Iraq. 

“If we want to dream," he 
wrote, “there’s nothing to pre- 
yent Syria and Jordan declar- 
ing their desire to enter a pact 
or alliance with Iraq." 

Jordan and Egypt - Wash- 
fngtotfsprindpte Arab “friends” 
m the Middle East - sent state 
security police onto the streets 

Or Amman « 


— — uo UCUCVI 

represents the Arab world. 

Fouad al-Hashem, a colixm 
^t for the Kuwaiti daily al 
wrote that he wished tc 
see the bodies of Saddam Hus 
seux, hi s wife and sons “hang 

“tg naked from street lamps al 

Baghdad". One wonders 
how the British embassy ir 
Kuwait rendered that senti- 
ment mto English. 
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The missiles come so close you fc 
the warm gust of air on vour face 
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i BAGHDAD 
ASSAULT 

by Patrick Cockburn 
in Baghdad • 

BY DAYLIGHT they looked like 
large blade aerial torpedoes 
moving surprisingly slowly to- 
wards their target By night 
they are invisible until they ex- 
plode. They are the cruise mis- 
siles which have been biting on 
Baghdad for two days, sending 
6re into the air. 

Already war in Iraq has its 
routine. The first warning of an 
attack is the howlingof the air- 
raid sirens. The United States 
and Britain say they have 
wiped out Iraq’s air defences, 
but some radar must stOl be 
operating because the sirens 
are usually right in predicting 
an attack. 

The streets start emptying in 
the Iraqi capital soon after 
dark. This is a city where life is 
-.^aditionally nocturnal. Shops 
and restaurants stay open late. 
No more. Even in districts like 
the mixed Christ! an-Muslim 
neighbourhood of Karada, 
which is known for its night 
life, most shops put up their 
metal gratings at an early hour. 
There are still cars in the 
streets but they drive East and 
ignore traffic lights. 

Some minutes after the 
sirens sound come the first 
specks of anti-aircraft fire. Red 
balls of fire drift upwards slowly. 
Then the anti-aircraft shells 
burst into flecks of white tight. 
There is little tracer fire, 
though occasionally you hear 
the rattle of a Kala shniko v 

- ^.chine-gun, as if an Iraqi was 
firing into the air in frustration. 

it is not tike the Vis which hit 
London in 1944. There is no 
sound from the incoming 
rockets. The anti-aircraft fire 
weaves uncertainly across the 
sky, as if the gunners were un- 
sure of their aim, and a ball of 
light expands on the horizon as 
the missile strikes. 

For a moment the tall build- 
ings in Baghdad are flhmrinatpd 
by the flash Then, depending on 
distance from the explosion, 
V !*re is the crash of the rock- 
et’s detonation. When the mis- 
sile strike is close, you feel the 
warm gust of air from the blast 
This is a televisual war. The 
camera crews, gathered on the 
roof of the Iraqi Ministry of In- 
formation on die banks of the 
river Tigris, provide a graphic 
but somewhat deceptive view of 
what is happening. Their night 
vision equipment, amplifying 
ambient light makes the ex- 

— ■ look even more spec- 
tacular than they really are. 

Most of the missiles are 
falling on the outskirts of the 
city. But the centre is also being 
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An woman making her way through the remains of her relative’s villa in the A1 Adel district of Baghdad yesterday. The house was hit during Thursday’s air strike AFP 


hit One fell on the Military In- 
dustry Ministry near the Al- 
Rashid hotel. 

The "surgical strikes” are 
not as surgical as the Ministry 
of Defence in London, or the 
Pentagon in Washington, make 
them sound. One missile 
landed on a substantial house 
in the Hail Adel district, 
sending shrapnel into the head 
of Dr Jalfim Geyian, a wealthy 
engineer. 

Vfe saw him later in hospital 
wrapped in a green blanket His 
sister was sitting beside him. 
She said his wife and children 
were in another hospital. Dr 
Geylan’s house is in a residen- 
tial district, so it is difficult to 
see what the bombers were 
aiming at It seemed more like- 
ly that the rocket was off 
course, or had been shot down. 

The misery caused by the 
missile attack is not only a 
matter of the dead and 
wounded. In the middle of the 
night we went to see the Bagh- 
dad Teaching Hospital, a vast 
complex. It had not suffered a 
direct hit but an explosion had 


blown in the windows and 
brought down some ceilings. 
Treading gingerly through the 
shattered glass windows on 
the ground floor we went down- 
stairs into a warren of grim 
halls and passages under the 
hospital which serves as its 
bomb shelter. Since the Iran- 
Iraq war in the 1980s. all big 
buildings in Baghdad have 
shelters. 

One man with a bloody ban- 
dage and a stump for a right leg 
was being moved downstairs by 
doctors. In Iraq, a member of 
a patient’s family often stays 
with him in hospital. In a large 
tunnel deep underground 
women in traditional black 
cloaks were crouched around 
beside family members, while 
the hospital staff manhandled 
big, black bottles of oxygen 
into the shelter. It had not been 
used for some time and water 
dripped from the ceiling and 
mixed with blood on the floor. 

Fridays are holidays in this 
Muslim country so most shops 
were shut The vast market in 
Shuijah in the centre of the dfy 


gave an effect of normality. 
Everything was on sale- spring 
dothes, rice, carpets, radios and 
second-hand pieces of equip- 
ment In one part of the market, 
people were buying and selling 
songbirds, which the Iraqis 
often have in their homes. In 
another street traders sold 
dogs as pets or for guard duty. 

But elsewhere in Baghdad it 
was dear that Iraqis thought it 
safer to stay at home, even 
though there have been no 
raids in the middle of the day. 
In a normally busy restaurant 
on Saadoun Street there were 
a few farmers wearing the head 
dresses and traditional robes of 
the Iraqi countryside. Only two 
other tables were occupied. 
"What do you expect?” said the 
proprietor in despair. 

In Soukh al Sori, the book 
market, intellectuals come on 
Friday to sell old volumes for a 
few dinars. The books are often 
remains of a university career 
in Britain. 

An Iraqi acquaintance, walk- 
ing in the market said: “Things 
could be worse. We are used to 


being hit by rockets. Saddam 
will be stronger after this ” 

This is not quite a true re- 
flection of what Iraqis generally 
feel. Another Iraqi said: "Iraqis 
fear that a game is beingplayed 
over which they have no inter- 
est They feel they are always 
the victims, whether it is sanc- 
tions or bombs. The forfeit is 
horrible. Young and old people 
feel frightened, but in a way we 
are used to it. Just staying 
alive takes a lot of effort here.” 

It is also not quite as dan- 


gerous or devastating as the 
Gulf War. Then the allies de- 
stroyed the city’s power station 
on the first flight, dropping 
metallic strands on the power 
tines to fuse the wires. The 
telecommunication towers 
disappeared entirely and the 
telephones ceased to work. 
Refineries were destroyed and 
there was no petrol in a country 
which has some of the biggest 
oil reserves in the world. 

None of this has happened 
this time There were queues at 


petrol stations in the first day 
of the bombing but these have 
largely disappeared. The gov- 
ernment has not introduced 
petrol rations. Curiously the 
dinar has slipped in value only 
slightly against the dollar in- 
dicating that Iraqi money- 
changers do not think this 
economy, crippled by eight 
years of sanctions, is finally 
going to collapse. 

Nothing angers ordinary 
Iraqis more than to hear that 
they are not suffering from 


real malnutrition because of 
international sanctions. Dr Al 
Bayauni, a scientist, said yes- 
terday that he had just heard 
Ibity Blair claim Iraq was a food 
exporter. “What do we export 
except a few dates?" he said 
with disgust. 

But although the bombing is 
not as bad as 1990-1991. Iraq is 
weaker than it was. Malnutri- 
tion rates are close to those of 
impoverished Mali in Africa, 
according to United Nations 
humanitarian workers. The 
limited export of oil since 1996 
has brought in more food but 
has not brought down the death 
rate among children because 
the infrastructure has col- 
lapsed. In much of the country 
dean water can no longer be 
pumped, so people drink 
straight from the rivers. 

A problem for Britain and 
America is that they want at all 
costs to prevent pilots being cap- 
tured by Iraq. Therefore they 
rely heavily on missiles rather 
than piloted aircraft. These look 
impressive on television and 
are effective against large, fixed 
targets. But these targets are 
not at the heart of the Iraqi gov- 
ernment So fan at least, the 
United States and Britain have 
been careful about what they 
hit The fact that Baghdad is not 
suffering missile strikes during 
the daytime means that people 
are at home when most of the 
damage is done. 

If daytime raids begin, the 
casualties will immediately go 
up. But the lesson of the Gulf 
War is that for all the vaunted 
accuracy of missiles in the use 
of allied fire power against a 
heavily inhabited city - Bagh- 
dad has 3.5 million people but 
there are 5.5 million in its met- 
ropolitan area - it usually ends 
in disaster. In 1991, the allies hit 
the Amariyia shelter in the dty. 
killing 400 people. Most of them 
were women and children. 

Cruise missiles and "smart” 
bombs are an attempt to win a 
war on the cheap. The missiles 
themselves are expensive, but 
because they allow the US and 
Britain to attack without any ca- 
sualties to their own side, they 
are politically cheap. The prob- 
lem is that they are unlikefy to 
achieve their aims. 
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‘Iraq will be victorious... A 
curse on the agents of Satan’ 


. ^5 AD DAM’S 


Speech 


IN HIS five minute address to 
the nation on television yester- 
day, his first since the air strikes 
began, Saddam Hussein said 
that “By God we will not com- 
promise or kneel” in the show- 
down with the United States and 
Britain. 

"Continue your resistance 
and, by God’s will, you will be 
victorious," he said. "You are 
representing justice and all the 
' ^at characteristics against in- 


Dressed in field marshal's 
uniform, the President spoke of 
the air strikes that have killed 
at least 25 people and wound- 
ed another 75. "Ybu, great Iraqi 
people, you have raised high the 
Iraqi flag and you have proved 
again that you are heroic,” he 
said. "Continue your resis- 
tance, and the criminals are 
doomed In the name of God, 
strike them. 

"By God, we will not com- 
promise or kneel in the face of 
injustice. We will not let evil tri- 
umph over virtue." 

The President paid tribute to 
the Iraqi armed forces and the 
air defence troops. 

The air defence forces were 
'‘Iraq’s high wall in the face of 
barbarism”, he said “We stand 
against the barbaric way of 
those that have used our air- 
j"’ %to launch an aggression 
a gains t. our people. A curse on 
the agents of Satan. 


Tariq Aziz branded air strikes a ‘c riminal violation’ and said they could not last 


"Iraq will be victorious. God 
d amns them. Shame will be 
their fate, those followers of 
Satan and evil. We will fear 
nothing but God and we will not 
kneel except to the face of God” 
"Long live great Iraq, the 
great Arab nation and ^destine, 
and doomed are our enemies.” 

At a news conference in 
Baghdad Iraq's Deputy Prime 
Minister Tariq Aziz, branded 
the air strikes a “criminal vio- 
lation" and said he doubted 


such an attack could be sus- 
tained for more than a few 
days. This is not a military con- 
flict. T his is a c riminal aggres- 
sion by the US and Britain. It’s 
a criminal viofetion of the char- 
ter of the United Nations." 

He said President Bill Clin- 
ton and Tbny Blair had used 
“lies and fabrications to justify 
a crime that cannot be justified". 

He added; "The reality is 
that the resources that they 
have assembled for this ag- 



gression are limited they are 
not the same resources that 
they assembled in the aggres- 
sion of 1991. 

“They cannot throw 200 mis- 
siles every day for a whole 
month. It may be one, two, 
three or four days but it will not 
go on, with these resources, for 
a very long period" 

He said the decision to time 
the attacks dose to the start of 
the hofy month of Ramadan was 
“an insult to Arabs". 
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Bomb damage as reported by the 
opposition Iraqi Broadcasting Corporation: 


Baghdad 

Headquarters of the Iraqi Intelligence Service. 
Mukhabarat 

Home of Saddam's daughter Hala destroyed; 
main Presidential Palace complex hit. 
Headquarters of the Special Security 
Organisation, hit. 

Headquarters of Military Intelligence, heavily 
damaged. 

Headquarters of the S pedal Republican 
Guard and SRG bases in Amarlya and Hai Al 
Jihad hit. 

Industrial Gty. near Baghdad, hit. 


Rashid Airbase, attacked. 

Al Tap Camp (20 km north of Baghdad). 13 
different targets attacked - among them 
several weapons facilities, units of the 
Republican Guard, and main repair shops of 
the Iraqi Army Armoured Corps. 

Baath Party Academy, Ai Zelcoun Steet 
damaged. 

Gvflian target in AI Karada district hit 
Weapons Factories south, southwest and 
southeast ( Mahmoud ia and Al Yousefla) hit in 
second raid on Thursday. 

Rashkfiya, main base of the Northern Corps 
of the Republican Guard. Weapons fadtides 
also hit. 

Ten offices of the Mukhabarat secret police. 


around Baghdad hit 
Al Hasouwa Camp (west of Baghdad) 
Republican Guard base and Al 
Suwewira. main base of Republican Guard 
Southern Corps both hit. 

Northern Iraq 

TIkric (Saddam's home city) 

Main grain silo destroyed. 

Al Bakr Airbase hit 

Air defense facilities, radars and SAM missile 
in TIkric. Bayfl and Samarra. destroyed. 

Jebei Makboul (40 km north of Tlkrlt). site 
containing nuclear and chemical Facilities, a 
headquarters of the Special Republican 
Guard, and palace of Saddam hit. 

Iraqi Army Tank Training Ground north of 


Tikrlc hit 
Mosul dey 


Al Gayar Airbase, Mirage aircraft base, hit 
Headquarters of Fifth Corps of Iraqi Army In 
AI Salamiya district hit 
Al-Adnaniya, HQ of the Seventh Divirion of 
the Iraqi Army hit 

Al-Hamldaniya. the HQ of the Baghdad 
Dlvirion of the Republican Guard hit 
Aski Mosul containing military faculties hit. 
Western Iraq 

Al Walid Airbase (250 km NW or Baghdad} 
near Baghdadi town and Tahmouz 
Airbase near Habaniyya were hit 
Southern Iraq 

Basra oil refinery hit. TalUl Airfield hit by RAF. 
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Aim to destabilise Saddam’s security* 


DETAILED ANALYSIS of the 
West’s targets in Iraq suggest 
Britain and America are no 
longer content to weaken Sad- 
dam's military capacity. Ex- 
perts betiere they are also trying 
to threaten his very regime. 

The targeting of Saddam’s 
daughter's house, the barracks 
of the Special Republican 
Guard and military intelligence 
headquarters reveal that Op- 
eration Desert Fbx has become 
distinctly personal. 

“The policy of Britain and 
America has undergone a sea- 
change." said Professor Paul 
Rogers, of Bradford University’s 
department of peace studies. “It 
is no longer satisfied with try- 
ing to contain Saddam.” 

Information released yes- 
terday by the Iraqi Broadcast- 
ing Corporation, the media arm 
of the opposition Iraqi Nation- 
al Congress, detailed the secu- 
rity and military targets across 
Iraq which had been hit in the 
first two nights of bombing. 

The initial attacks launched 


by Andrew Marshall 
in Washington. 

ANDREW BUNCOMBE 

and John Davison 


by Britain and the US concen- 
trated on airfields, radar sites 
and conventional military bases. 
Two key airfields - at Rashid, 
near Baghdad, and Mosul - 
were hit early, as were Repub- 
lican Guard bases, armoured 
units and army headquarters. 

This was all in the line with 
the West's repeatedly stated in- 
tention of the operation, name- 
ly to “degrade" Saddam's 
capacity to make “weapons of 
mass destruction” and to re- 
duce the military threat he 
poses to his neighbours. 

At a briefing yesterday, the 
Defence Secretary. George 
Robertson, repeated this line 
saying that failure to comply 
with UN resolutions will lead to 
continued attacks and tighten- 
ing of sanctions. “The polity is 
based on a very simple, dear 
message. We are not going to go 


away" hesaid. “We havea clear 
long-term strategy. Until he 
complies fully we will not with- 
draw the threat of further mili - 
tary action without wanting.” 

But behind the soundbites, 
repeated at times like a mantra, 
there lurks a for more radical 
intention on the part of the 
West Messed around repeat- 
edly for seven years, taken to 
the brink too many times by the 
master of brinkmanship, it 
appears the West - or at least 
some members of the Wtest - 
have had pnmigh Of Saddam 
Hussein. 

The MoD was keen to stress 
yesterday that all of the loca- 
tions attacked over the past 
three days were legitimate mil- 
itary targets. 

General Sr Charles Guthrie, 
chief of the defence staff, 
stressed that all the targets had 
been selected with great care. 
“We have had eightyears since 
the Gulf War to identify the key 
targets.” he said. “Our aim is 
not to destroy Saddam’s forces 


THE MILITARY ANALYSIS 


but to cripple them by hitting 
these key points” 

But analysis of the sites 
shows that is not the foil picture. 

Tim irevan, a former spokes- 
man for Unscom, the UN com- 
mission whose job has been to 
uncover Saddam's weapons of 
mass destruction, said: “The 
sites chosen are very apposite 
to Britain and America’s aims 
They have chosen the airbases 
and ntiktaiy headquarters to re- 
duce Saddam’s charity to wage 
war but there have also been 
other targets.” 

He pointed out that the coali- 
tion had also bombed the house 
of Saddam’s daughter, Hala. 
This was intended to psycho- 
logically damage him, in much 
the same way as the 1985 
bombers of Libya targeted 
Colonel Gaddafi's daughter 

Likewise the attacks on the 
barracks of the Special Re- 
publican Guard and the head- 


quarters of the Special Securi- 
ty Organisation - both organi- 
sations key to Saddam's 
personal security - were de- 
signed to undermine his safe- 
ty both psychologically and in 
reality; he said. 

According to the BBC, the 
headquarters of the Iraqi In- 
telligence Service was also hit 
The IIS, or Mukhabarat, is 
probably the most important of 
Iraq’s intelligence organisa- 
tions, spying and mounting 
covert operations abroad, and 
maintaining a guard against 
subversion at home. Ten other 
offices of the Mukhabarat were 
hit across the city. 

The US also hit the Special 
Security Service, or Al Amn AI 
Khas, whose primary duty is 
the dose protection of key 
members of the Baath party. 

The heaviest damage, how- 
ever; appears to have been 
done to facilities of the Special 


Republican Guard. This unit, 
some 25,000 strong, holds the 
keys to the regime. 

As well as functioning as an 
elite combat unit, it is respon- 
sible for guarding the Presi- 
dent, his family and their 
homes, key strategic locations, 
and maintaining security: 

Indeed, if the IBC reports are 
correct, then perhaps a dozen 
differ ent locations of the SRG 
have been hit They were, ap- 
parently, targeted in the first 
wave of strikes, on Wednesday, 
indicating that the US hoped to 
have caught the SRG unaware, 
with its members sleeping. 

Amongst units that seem to 
have been hit from the first 
Brigade, which is largely 
charged with security duties, 
are the first Battalion, which 
escorts Saddam's motorcades 
and operates 150 Mercedes, 
the Second Battalion, which 
runs protection for presidential 
sites, and the Seventh Battal- 
ion, a plain-clothes unit which 
protects officials’ residences. 


Outside Baghdad, the US 
also hit SRG sites in the presi- 
dential area in Mosul, in north- 
ern Iraq, andat Jebei Mak-HooL 
a key presidential site near the 
central Iraqi town of Samarra. 

Slowtybut surety , the props 
which have supported Saddam 
are being bombed away. 

“The West has had three 
options. It could either let Sad- 
dam carry on regardless, it 
could try a policy of contain- 
ment or it could be -seen to try 
to get rid of him,” said Mr "Ere- 
van, would seem that Britain 
is now moving towards the 
third option." 

He said that with hindsight, 
the West's policy of trying to 
deal with Saddam through the 
weapons inspector was flawed 
from the start „ 

“The policywas based on the 
notion that through sanctions 
and the threat of military action, 
Saddam would be punished if he 
did not comply” he said.- “I 
think everyone underestimated 
just how obstinate he was going 


to be. After five years of living 
with sanctions there was no way 


was not in danger as long as the 
people he relied on to keep . 
power did not go without 

“It basically means they 
have given up on the weapons 
inspectors and are now going 
to deal with Saddam through 
sanctions and the use of mili- 
tary force whenever he gets too 
powerful." 

IF America and Britain are 
trying to get rid of Saddam, it 


is a policy which brings its owir 
dangers. Not only would ifll. 
threaten huge instability in an' 
unstable area, but Saddam 
would not go willingly. 

“ffthe West is trying to bring 
down Saddam it is an ex- 
tremely dangerous option,” 
said Professor Rogers. “This ■ 
regime is all about staying in ' 
power. If there came a time 
when he was threatened it 
might be the occasion when he 
would use those biological 
weapons.” 


Heath supports 
Labour rebels 


DISSIDENTS 


SIR EDWARD HEATH joined 
Labour dissidents yesterday 
in cond emning the bombing of 
Iraq as “dubious” and criti- 
cised Tbny Blair for giving un- 
equivocal support to President 
Bill Clinton for the offensive. 

It came as Mr Blair faced 
mounting criticism of the 
bombing. The Christmas re- 
cess robbed the rebels of any 
chance to mobilise their forces 
at Westminster against the 
bombing, but they claimed that 
more Labour MPs would be 
under pressure to come out 
a gains t the attacks this weekend 
from their constituency parties. 

George Robertson, the De- 
fence Secretary, signalled a 
continued strategy of bomb- 
ing - replacing the use of UN 
inspectors - to destroy Saddam 
Hussein's military might, in- 
cluding the Republican Guard, 


by Colin Brown 
C hief Political Correspondent 


which has helped sustained 
him in power “Wfe are not going 
to go away,” he said. 

But there could be growing 
dissent, if the bombing is pro- 
longed. Even some support- 
ers said there would be a shift 
in opinion, if there were casu- 
alties among British forces in 
the Gulf 

Sir Edward’s intervention 
on BBC radio is likely to make 
Labour MPs more uncomfort- 
able. The former Tory prime 
minister criticised the British 
and American leaders for foil- 
ing to set out clear objectives 
for the use of force, and made 
it clear that he was a gains t giv- 
ing the US uncritical support 

“I believe we should always 
keep separate on these things. 


The whole setting of this en- 
terprise has been so dubious, 
especially when the President 
of tiie United States has got his 
own domestic problems. We 
are going to see them going on 
together,” he said. 

Sir Edward, who met Pres- 
ident Saddam during the Gulf 
War to release hostages, said 
the aims had not been cleariy 
defined. “How long are they 
going to keep on? They don’t 
even know whether they are 
going to go on through Ra- 
madan. Are they aiming at de- 
throning Saddam Hussein - if 
so, what happens if they don’t? 
All these are open questions.” 

Left-wing Labour opponents 
of the bombing in Iraq were still 
seething about the whips’ ploy 
which stopped them voting 
against the Government on 
Thursday night following a 



Campbell warns * 
on fake pictures 


MEDIA 


Tony Blair in Downing Street yesterday giving a statement on the bombings 


Commons debate. Thm Datyell 
said the refusal to put tellers on 
for a late-night vote had infuri- 
ated Labour MPs who had 
wanted to register a protest 
against the Government “I 
don't think matters of peace and 
war are matters for parlia- 
mentary games or wheezes,” 
he said. 


But Mr DatyeD targeted the 
“Blair Babes” for special criti- 
cism. EGs remarks are certain 
to upset some of the women 
MPs who have supported the 
action, but Mr Datyell said it un- 
derlined the anger he felt at the 
way the Government bad han- 
dled the Commons. 

“If anybody thinks that 


women are more compassion- 
ate than men when they are 
near politics, they had better 
think again,” be said. “With the 
honourable exception of Alice 
Mabon (Labour MP for Halifax), 
who cannot sensibly be de- 
scribed as a Blair Babe, what 
are they doing? I think they don't 
want to make up their minds.” 


GOVERNMENT fears that the 
television coverage of bombing 
Iraq could turn public opinion 
against the war were high- 
lighted yesterday with a Down- 
ing Street warning to “place a 
health warning” on some of the 
coverage from Baghdad. 

As reports came in of an 
Iraqi hospital bong damaged fay 
a blast hum a cruise missile in 
Baghdad, the Prime Minister's 
official spokesman urged jour- 
nalists not to be taken in by the 
Iraqi propaganda machine. 

He claimed Western televi- 
rion film crews had been duped 
in the Gulf War over the high- 
ly publicised bombing of a Iraqi 
plant making baby's milk. The 
Downing Street spokesman 
said on another occasion, work- 
men had been seen shortly be- 
fore the television crews 
arrived, removing slates from 
another building to make it ap- 
pear it had been hit 

“There should be a health 
warning attached to what the 


By Colin brown 
and Paul McCann 


media is allowed to see^fce 
said. The Downing Street 
spokesman said that much of 
the bombing was being direct- 
ed at military targets outside 
Baghdad, believed to inrimfe 
the barracks of the Republican 
Guard. This was not being 
shown because film cre w s w ere 
being tightty controlled. 

Television reporters in the 
Iraqi capital are being escort- 
ed to sites chosen by Saddam 
Hussein’s regime. So for these 
have been sites the Ir aqis Haim 
are civilian b uildings 

Most pictures are coming 
from crews on the roof of the 
fo rm ation Ministry. Some other . 
pictures are also coining from 
the roof of the Al-Rashid Hotel 
where most journalists are stay- 
ing. When the bombing begins, 
all foreign journalists have been 
ordered to stay either at the 
ministry or their hoteL 
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/\s THE United States carried 
out a third night of air strikes 
on Iraq and senior Democrats 
railed against the conjunction 
of military action and high pol- 
itics, the House of Represen- 
tatives convened to debate the 
removal from office of the Pres- 
ident of the United States and 
the Commander in Chief of its 
armed forces, William Jefferson 
Clinton. 

It was only the second time 
in US his torj’ that the House 
had weighed the impeachment 
of the President but the sense 
of history lost out to a sense of 
indignation. 

The atmosphere in the 
House chamber was raucous 
and bad-tempered, more rem- 
iniscent of Britain's noisy and 
combative House of Commons 
than the drawing-room style of 
the US House of Representa- 
tives. As soon as the formalities 
- the oath of allegiance and the 
opening prayer - were com- 
pleted the Democrats ventured 
a resolution of ac^ourmnent 
on the grounds that discus- 
sion of impeachment was 
inappropriate at such a time. 

They also ventured, half- 
heartedly, a motion of censure 

replace the impeachment, 
hut they failed on both counts, 
and the House reading clerk, 
Paul Hays, opened the historic 
debate with a ringing rehearsal 
of the articles of impeachment: 
the four charges - two of per- 
jury, one of obstructing justice 
and one of abuse of power-on 
which Bill Clinton stands 
accused. 

Anticipating, perhaps, what 
was to come, the chairman for 
the debate. Ray LeHood. laid 
, - ^own the rules of dvffity and 


IMPEACHMENT DEBATE 


Congress 

torn by 

bitter 

wrangle 


IN THE HOUSE 



BY MARY DEJEVSKY 
in Washington 

seemly conduct. But his warn- 
ing fell on deaf - or reluctant - 
ears. The debate that followed 
descended rapidly into a jumble 
of fearsome charges, lofty 
rhetoric, childish point-scoring 
and remembered slights. 

Republicans harked back to 
Richard Nixon, the president 
who resigned rather than lose 
an impeachment vote in the 
House. Fbr the Democrats, the 
leitmotif was “unfairness", the 
unfairness which had impelled 
the Republicans to reschedule 
the debate so soon, the unfair- 
ness of the charges against 
the President, the unfairness of 
threatening to impeach 3 pres- 
ident who enjoyed the confi- 
dence and support of ‘the 
people”. 

But the debate was opened 
with appropriate gravitas by 
Henry Hyde, the patrician 
chairman of the House judiciary 
committee, who bad chaired 
the sbe weeks of impeachment 
bearings and overseen the for- 
mulation of the charges. Citing 
Benjamin Franklin and the 
Magna Carta, and sprinkling his 
rhetoric with an almost Clinton- 
like populism, Mr Hyde noted 
that the White House had 
hardly contested the accusa- 
tions against the President 
“They’ve admitted, in fact that 
he did it but question whether 
it rises to the level of high 
crimes and misdemeanours. 
It’s a ‘so what?’ defence." 

Referring to the volumes of 
evidence supplied by the inde- 
pendent counsel, Kenneth 
Stan; in the Monica Lewinsky 
case, Mr Hyde said: "We have 
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President Bill Clinton with his wife. Hillary; Henry Hyde, chairman of the House judiciary committee (top right), and Dick Gephardt, leader of the minority Democrats AP 


the facts; we have them under 
oath; we have Ms Lewinsky's 
heavily corroborated evi- 
dence." The rule of law, he 
said, “is one of the great 
achievements of our history . . . 
Law, not brute force, is the ar- 
biter of our puWic destiny ... For 
anyone to violate the law is to 
trample on the blood of bis 
father." 

And in a calculated allusion 
to Mr Clinton's widely praised 
talent as a politician and his 
continuing popularity Mr Hyde 


stressed: “No man, no matter 
how gifted a manipulator of 
opinion, can be above the law." 
Paraphrasing the first and cen- 
tral theme of his committee's 
report to Congress, the argu- 
ment that the President, as 
chief executive, has a para- 
mount duty to uphold the law 
of the land , Mr Hyde noted the 
historic significance of the de- 
bate (and the one, perhaps, for 
which yesterday’s proceedings 
will be remembered). 

“We are in the process of set- 


I strayed too, Republican 
leader is forced to admit 


ting the parameters of per- 
missible presidential conduct," 
he said, and went on: “We can- 
not have one law for the niter 
and another for die ruled. If that 
understanding is lost, the 
American experiment - and 
the freedom it guarantees - is 
lost" 

Responding to Mr Hyde was 
the firebrand orator, Dick 
Gephardt leader of the 
minority Democrats, who had 
led their pleas for the debate to 
be postponed until the mili- 


tary engagement with Iraq was 
at an end. 

But Mr Gephardt was not his 
aggressive self He adopted a 
quiet importunate mode, call- 
ing - almost wistfully- for the 
House to observe “certain val- 
ues: trust, fairness, forgive- 
ness..." and for “politics of 
respect and decency". The 
President he said, was ac- 
cused of “abuse of power". “We 
have an obligation not to abuse 
our power" 

For his models, he took the 


Prophet Isaiah and the Get- 
tysburg Address of Abraham 
Lincoln: “In your effort to up- 
hold the Constitution," he 
chided, “you are trampling the 
Constitution.” And he dosed: 
“Let fairness reign.” 

Fairness, at least as Mr 
Gephardt would define it, how- 
even was for from the thoughts 
of many honourable members. 
They shuffled and they 
barracked, they cheered and 
they booed lime and again, the 
chairman intervened to tell 


them to stop interrupting and 
stay in their seats, but the 
effects were shortlived and 
battle was rejoined. 

A vote - that President Clin- 
ton should stand trial in the 
Senate - was a foregone con- 
clusion, foreshadowed in the de- 
feat of Democrats’ attempts to 
have the debate postponed 
The only question was when: 
when would Bill Clinton follow 
Andrew Johnson, impeached 
for sacking his war secretary in 
1868, into the history books? 


SLEAZE 






WHEN THE longer-term histo- 
ry of Bin Clinton’s impeachment 
is written, the name of Bob Liv- 
ingston will be only a footnote. 
Yesterday, however, as the 
House of Representatives con- 
vened to debate the past and fu- 
ture of President Clinton, it 
loomed large, casting an addi- 
tional shadow of sleaze over a 
debate whose genesis was sex- 
ual dalliance. 

Hours before the debate was 
due to open, the news had sped 
. “ground Washington that Mr 
'‘‘■Livingston, 55, elected last 
month to succeed Newt Gin- 
grich as Speaker of the House, 
had admitted marital infidelity. 
“During my 33-year marriage 
to my wife, Bonnie, I have on oc- 
casion strayed from my mar- 
riage, and doing so nearly cost 
me nqr marriage and fomity” be 
said in a statement 

It came as the twice-weekly 
congressional newspaper; Roll 
Call, was going to press. 

The paper had posted a re- 
port on its website exposmg the 
Speaker-elect's indiscretions 
and Mr Livingston made dear 
^is admission had been 


By Mary Dejevsky 
in Washington 

prompted by that revelation: 
“There are individuals working 
with the media who are inves- 
tigating my personal back- 
ground in an effort to find 
indiscretions which may be 
exploitable against me and 
toy party on the eve of the up- 
coming historic vote on im- 
peachment" 

He drew a distinction be- 
tween his conduct and that of 
Mr Clinton with the White 
House trainee Monica Lewin- 
sky, saying: “I want to assure 
everyone that these indiscre- 
tions were not with employees 
on my staff and I have never 
been asked to testify under 
oath about them," he said. 

He insisted he would not re- 
sign or change his stance on im- 
peachment 

He then appeared before a 
packed party meeting, where 
be repeated his admission to a 
standing ovation. 

The corridors of the Capitol 
were alive with Republicans 
who claimed to see the hand of 



Bob Livingston: T have 
occasionally strayed* 

the White House behind the 
Speaker-elect’s admission, and 
repeated their cries of “sexual 
McCarthyism”. Mr Livingston 
was the fourth Republican to 
be accused of sexual miscon- 
duct since the independent 
prosecutor’s report on the 
Clinton- Lewinsky affair was 
passed to the House, and the 
answer to the question “Who 
benefits from such allega- 
tions?" was dear. 

Similar accusations were 


made against Henry Hyde, 
chairman of the judiciary com- 
mittee, before it opened im- 
peachment hearings. Mr Hyde. 
74, was alerted to a report in the 
pro-Clinton Internet magazine 
Salon about a 30-year-old affair 
with a married woman which 
had ended her marriage. In ad- 
mitting it he dismissed it as a 
“youthful indiscretion" (be was 
in his forties at the time). He 
tendered his resignation to the 
judiciary committee but it was 
turned down. 

The White House denied in- 
volvement in the Livingston al- 
legations, as it had denied 
having anything to do with the 
others. But they undoubtedly 
had an effect in focusing atten- 
tion back on the issue of sexual 
misconduct and away from the 
legal and constitutional issues. 

Theymadeitmorecfifficuttfor 
Republicans, asa party to tabs the 
moral high ground against Mr 
Clinton, and they may have dis- 
couraged representatives with a 
“past” from expressing them- 
selves too forcefully against Mr 
Clinton -or speaking at afl. That, 
at least, was the Republican view. 


Penury a matter of semantics 


Legal Arguments 


IF THERE was a perfect issue 
on which to wage the climactic 
battle of the Clinton presiden- 
cy, this is it not a matter of high 
policy, not an act of egregious 
criminality not even a foreign 
wan Just a maddening, legal- 
istic quibble. 

No president in US history - 
and few lawyers for that mat- 
ter - can match Bin Clinton for 
his adeptness at semantics, 
his ability to leave himself ver- 
bal bolt holes invisible to the 
naked eye. Not for nothing has 
he been known from his old 
yansjis days as Stick Willie. 
'But if the House does 


By Rupert Cornwell 

impeach him on two counts of 
perjury and send him for trial 
in tiie Senate, even he will be 
pressed to square the circle. 

Perjury to the layman is 
pretty straightforward. It is 
defined as “knowingly making 
a false statement about mate- 
rial facts while under oath.” 

Twice in the Lewinsky affair 
he has given evidence under 
oath, and twice he has told 
what any normal human being 
would consider whoppers. 

Not, however William Jef- 
ferson Clinton. 


Did he have “sexual rela- 
tions” with the said Monica? 
Depends what you mean by 
sexual relations. For Mr Clin- 
ton (and a few dusty dictionar- 
ies) “sexual relations" means 
“sexual intercourse" Anything 
short of that, including oral 
sex, doesn’t count 

But what if he touched Mon- 
ica’s breast ? That is what she 
says but, the President points 
out, onty she says so. And that 
ain't perjury his lawyers con- 
tend, just an honest disagree- 
ment among friends. Ah but 
was he ever alone with Monica? 

Can’t remember, says BUI - 


and his lawyers leap to point out 
that therefore he has never 
testified he was never alone 
with hen Of course, saying you 
don’t remember something 
when you do is perjury But try- 
ing proving that one in court. 

And so it goes on; over the 
presents the President gave the 
intern; over the date of his last 
meeting with Ms Lewinsky, 
and whether or not they dis- 
cussed the subpoena she faced. 
“I don’t know," Mr Clinton said. 

Waste not pity on the Presi- 
dent certainly - but spare a 
thought for the Senate. It’s got 
to pick a way through the fog. 
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• 4 cleaning temperatures 

• Quick wash 
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• Height adjustable top basket 

• Stainless steel interior 
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• AquaTech sensor uses less 
water and energy 

• Encapsulated water heater 

• 6 programmes 

*4 cleaning temperatures 

• Quick wash 
■1-24 hour time delay 

• Electronically controlled 

■ Height adjustable top basket 

• Stainless steel interior 

• 12 place settings 

• Extremely quiet operation 

SGS 4012 60cm ► 

• Encapsulated water heater 
•4 programmes 

• 2 cleaning temperatures 

• Height adjustable top basket 

• Stainless steel interior 

• 12 place settings 
•Very quiet operation 
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BBC settles fight 


over news line-up * 


By paul McCann 
M edia Editor 


How Edwards, the new presenter of the BBC’s ‘Six O’clock News’, gets ready to go on air 


NemQe Elder 


Tpra BBC completed its long- 
awaited rejig of news presenters 
yesterday after two years of 
turmoil which has seen most of 
the broadcaster’s senior news- 
readers pitted against each 
n ttw fmd damag e to at least one 
executive’s chance of becoming 
the next director-general. 

Welshman Huw Edwards, 
37, is topresoitthe StxO’dodc 
News to demonstrate that the 
BBC is serious about the re- 
gions. Edwards has been pre- 
senting the News at One and 
Breakfast News occasionally. 
Before that he was a BBC po- 
litical correspondent 

Anna Fbrd is to anchor the 
One O’clock News. A s a com- 
promise to different factions, 
Michael Buerk and Peter Sis- 
sons Will Share Twain h illing on 
the nine o’clock bulletin. 



Anna fbrd, left, wins in the shake-up, Jill Dando loses 


Edwards beat off competi- 
tion from Jin Dando, who with- 
drew last week after leaks that 
the head of news, Tony Hall, 
thou ght her too lightweight, 
San WHEams from News 24 and 
Newsmghfs Sarah Montague. 
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Losers in the changes in- 
clude Martyn Lewis, who has 
been offered a job on the BBC’s 
overseas channel BBC World. 

He is said to be “discussing bis 

options”. Also dropping off 
screen is Ed Stourton, who is 
to join the 3b day programme 
and Justin Webb, who takes 
over The World UmighL 

The delay in making the 
changes has angered almost all 
the BBC's news presenters 
who have been in limbo while 
senior managers fought their 
own battles to get favoured 
candidates on air 

The process began with a 
strategy review two years ago 
which aimed to update BBC 
news programmes for the next 
millennium. The first report, 


which recommended the BBC 
make its news easier to un- 
derstand. was rejected by the 
iirrprtnrgwiAr al, Sir John Birt. 


A second tranche of audi- 
ence research was carried out 
while presenters were left not 
knowing which programmes 

they were to preset Some, like 

Buerk. Sissons and Stourton 
have had their contracts run 
out while they wait for BBC ex- 
ecutives to make up their mind 
on who they want “It has been 
an absolute shambles,” said 
one senior presenteryesterday. 

Ftotd is even believed to have 
threatened BBC executives 
with ip ffd action after research 
was leaked which claimed view- 
ers found her too “frosty” on at 

The main cause of tire delay 
has been a battle between BBC 
Broadcast the department 
which controls BBCl, and BBC 
News, which makes the news 
programmes. BBCl’s con- 
troller, Peter Salmon, wanted a 
popular figure like Dando to 
front the Six and Buerk for the 
Nine while Tony Hall, thief ex- 
ecutive of BBC News, was vio- 
lently opposed. 

The animosity is believed to 
have become so bad that it led 
to the decision not to interrupt 
BBC! programmes on Wednes- 
day night when the Iraq missile 
attackbegam “The departments 
loathe each other;” said a BBC 

source. “Broadcast thinks news 
programmesjustloseviewers." 

Adding to the BBC's woes 
was a rebellion in Scotland 
about whether BBC Scotland 
should have its own news at six. 

BBC insiders believe Han’s 
hopes of succeeding Birt, when 
he retires in 2000, have been 
badly damaged. 


TV fake costs » 
Carlton £2m 


CARLTON'S CENTRAL Televi- 
sion has been fined a record 
€ 2 m for what the Independent 
Television Commission is call- 
ing the most serious breach 
ever of its programme code. 

The commission said yes- 
terday that Carlton’s faked 
drugs documentary The Con- 
nection, which picked Up a 
shelf-foil of awards after it was 
screened on ITV in October 
1996, involved “a wholesale 
breath of trust between pro- 
gramme-makers and viewers”. 

Although the ITC could have 
levied a maximum penally of 
£8 Jm (three per cent of Cen- 
tral’s advertising revenue), £2m 
still represents a fine of un- 
precedented severity. The 
largest fine to date was levied 
against Granada Television, 
which had to pay £500,000 for 
giving products undue promi- 
nence on its This Morning pro- 
gramme in 1994. 

In uncompromising lan- 
guage which reflects the com- 
mission's concern about the 
programme makers’ misde- 
meanours. the ITC also said 
that it had “seriously consid- 
ered” shortening Central’s li- 
cence, a sanction it would have 
no hesitation in applying if a 


BY RHYS WILLIAMS 


similar breach surfaced again. 

SirBnhin B ipgam, rhnir mfln nf 

the FTC, said: “The programme 
set out with ambitious daims to 
demonstrate the existence of a 
major new route for drug-run- ff^ 


ning into the UK Much of what 
was offered as evidenced) sub- 
stantiate this was fake. 

“Hie size of the financial 
penalty imposed by the ITC re- 
flects the scale of the pro- 
gramme’s ambition and the 
consequent degree cf deception 
of viewers. The board of Carl- 
ton Communications (Central’s 
parent company) should be in 
no doubt that such an 
prece dented breach of coi 
ance must not be allowed 
recur.” 

The FTC sanction follows a 
six-month investigation into 
the programme set up by Carl- 
ton but led by Michael Beloff 
QC, an independent counsel, 
and John Wilson, a former con- 
troller of editorial policy at the 
BBC. The Connection won 
eight international television 
awards for its extraordinary 
and apparently unique access 
to the Colombian drug sm ug- 
gling trade 
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Pilot feared dead in jump-jet crash 

AN RAF pilot was feared dead yesterday when a Harrier 
jump jet crashed into a field. The aircraft, based at RAF 

Wittering in fTamhi-iricrechina n. 


a uem. ine aircratt, based at RAF 
Wittering in Cambridgeshire, came down near StxeaUam, 
County Durham. A police spokesman said: “The jet burst 
mto flames. It seems he clipped a power line but that has 
not been confirmed. The pilot didn't appear to get out.” 
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rallies of the victims of the 1989 Hillsborough d 
to continue after the Crown Prosecution Service said it 
would not take over and halt the proceedings. Ch Supt 
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THE PRELIMINARY draft of 
the report by the Stephen 
Lawrence inquiry contains 
sea thing criticism of two dozen 
Metropolitan Police officers, 
including the former third high- 
est-ranking officer in the force. 
The Independent has learned. 

Former Deputy Assistant 
Commissioner David Osland 
is among witnesses to the 
inquiry who have been notified 
that they fece censure for their 
part in the abortive investiga- 
tion of Stephen's racist murder 
in Ellham, south-east London, 
in April 1993. Letters setting out 
the substance of provisional 
conclusions reached by Sir 
William Macpherson of Cluny, 
^chairman of the public inquiry, 
«rere sent to the officers' solic- 
itors on Thursday. 

The aim is to give them an 
opportunity to respond to crit- 
icisms that Sir William plans to 
make in his final version of the 
report, which is expected to be 


By Kathy Marks 


r* 1 #•, 

: 

vX} 


- *. 



Stephen Lawrence. Died 
in south London In 1993 

published in mid-February. 
They have until 11 January to 
make representations to him. 

Sir William and his advisers, 
who completed eight months of 
v’^iic hearings in November, 

' n*je concluded that the mur- 
der investigation was in com- . 
petenL It was also blighted by 
racism, both individual and 
institutional, they believe. 

The details of their early 
findings are confidential, but 
they are understood to be 
couched in strong terms. Some 
witnesses are accused of 
“appalling" failures in their 
professional duties. 

*^>ng the senior officers 
uuatig criticism are former De- 
tective Superintendent Ian 
Crampton, who was in charge 
of the case for the first 72 
hours, and former Detective Su- 
perintendent Brian Weeden, 
who took over for the next 12 
months. Both men, like most of 
the officers connected with the 
case, are now retired. 

Det Supt Crampton took the 
fateful decision to delay 
arresting the five prime sus- 


pects - Jamie AcourL Neil 
A court. David Norris, Luke 
Knight and Gary Dobson - de- 
spite receiving scores of tip-offs 
soon after Stephen was killed. 

Det Supt Weeden, who wait- 
ed another fortnight before 
detaining them, admitted to 
the inquiry that he was uncer- 
tain of the legal grounds for 
arrest. Charges against the 
five youths were dropped for 
lack of evidence and a private 
prosecution, mounted by the 
Lawrence family also failed. 

Sir William recently ruled 
that witnesses could not see 
excerpts from the report before 
he presented it to the Home 
Secretary. Jack Straw. But he 
said that, “in the interests of 
fairness", he would give them 
advance warning of possible 
criticisms. Nearly all of the 
high-ranking officers have been 
sent letters by the inquiry. 

They include former Detec 
tive Chief Superintendent 
William Ilsley, who supervised 
the investigation, and former 
Chief Superintendent John 
Philpot, who was in charge of 
uniformed officers in the divi- 
sion. Detective Chief Inspector 
Ben Bullock, who is still serv- 
ing, is also named. Det Ch Insp 
Bullock, the inquiry heard, 
declined to interview a youth 
who came into the police station 
to volunteer information less 
than 24 hours after Stephen was 
stabbed to death. He turned out 
to be an impeccable source. 

Mr Osland, who is now a 
Conservative councillor; was 
in charge of policing in south- 
east London at the time and as 
such had overall responsibility 
for the conduct of the case. 

He once advised murder 
squad detectives to sue 
Stephen's father, Neville 
Lawrence, for accusing them of 
racism. He also wrote a memo 
to the Metropolitan Police Com- 
missioner; Sir Paul Condon, 
stating that his patience with 
the Lawrence family was 
“wearing thin". 

Others singled out include 
Detective Sergeant John 
Bevan and Detective Constable 
Linda Holden the officers 
appointed to look after the 
Lawrence family. 

■ Many police forces are still 
failing to take race issues seri- 
ously. despite an official warn- 
ing that was issued 14 months 
ago, a government inspector 
said yesterday. 

Despite the publication, in 
October last yean of a report by 
Her Majesty’s Inspectors of 
Constabulary that contained 
20 recommendations, not 
enough progress has been 
made, Dan Crompton, the re- 
port's author told a conference 
on race and policing. 






Wordists find 
18,000 new 
items a month 
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IS YOUR achiever fever leading 
to analysis paralysis? Are you 
a fashionista, a waitress mom 
or an ego-surfer? Do you suf- 
fer from domophobia or air 


BY GLENDA COOPER 
Social Affairs Correspondent 
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-iiese are some of the new 
words discovered tythe Oxford 
English cfictionaiy reading pro- 
gramme in 1998 as part of their 
extensive trawl for new vocab- 
ulary, averaging more than 
18,000 new words and meanings 
per month. 

The programme monitors 
the new words to determine 
which are significant enough to 

require a place in dicti o naries, 
said Peter GiDiven chief general 
revision editor of the Oxford 
English dictionaries. 

The words bis team will con* 
sider include achiever fever 
(the reduction of life to an in- 
cessant round of work-related 
activity) and analysis paralysis 
(when decision-making ability 

is paralysed by overvriielniing 

amounts of information). 

Mr Gilliver’s favourite is qy- 
beAnuatter - someone who 
• . ,-yjSters well-known company 
names as Internet addresses in 


order to sell them on for profit 
to the company involved. Other 
Internet-inspired words this 
year are ego-surfing (searching 
the Internet for occurrences of 
your own name) and cyber- 
widow (the unfortunate partner 
of a habitual Internet user) . 

Domophobia indicates se- 
vere hostility to the millennium 
dome whereas air rage and 
web rage also became common 
parlance this yeai; following 
the popularity of road rage. 
Ebr those reluctant to go out 
and risk global distillation (pol- 
lution of the Arctic ecosys- 
tem) it is more than likely that 
you will be subjected to irri- 
tainment (irritating but none 
the less compulsive riewing) on 
your television set 

Social groupings are also 
assessed such as feshionista, a 
devotee of the cutting edge of 
haute couture, or waitress 
mom, a US parent on low in- 
come which became a key de- 
mographic group in the 1998 
mid-term elections. 



Emilio Valerio, 35, showing ofThis new thumb, reconstructed by surgeons from one of his toes Tom Craig 


BRITISH SURGEONS have re- 
constructed the thumb of a 

seaman who was injured while 

working on an on tankec 

Emilio Valerio, 35, had his 
thumb ripped out when a rope 
with a 15-ton breaking strain 
snapped. Surgeons at Guy’s 
and St Thomas’ NHS Trust in 
London spent six months re- 
building his Hand, culminating 
in the transplant of a toe to 
create a substitute thumb. 

Yesterday, doctors removed 
a pin from Mr Valerio's new 
"thumb" in the final stage of 
the surgery. 

Mr Valerio was loading oil by 
hose on to the 100,000-ton 
tanker in Nigeria when the ac- 
cident happened last May. A 
crane driver manoeuvring the 
hose did not see him and when 
the rope broke it whipped 
backwards with explosive 
force. “I am lucky it was only 
my thumb.” he said yesterday. 

A helicopter took him to 
hospital in Lagos with his sev- 
ered thumb packed in ice. His 
employers. Chevron, the Unit- 
ed States oil company, arr- 
anged an air ambulance to fly 
him to London the same night. 
However delays in obtaining 
the necessary exit papers pre- 
vented his departure until four 
days later. By that time, his 
Nigerian doctors decided his 
thumb would be no use and 


By Jeremy laurance 
H ealth Editor 

discarded it. “If they had sent 
it with me, the surgeons at St 
Thomas' could have salvaged 
the bone and tendons," he said 

Ciaran Healy, consultant 
plastic surgeon at St Thomas', 
said the injury had left a deep 
hole in Mr Valerio's hand 
which had to be rebuilt First 
he took bone from his hip and 
transferred it to his hand to 
create the foundation for a 
new digit For three weeks Mr 
Valerio had bis hand sewn into 
an incision in his groin to pro- 
vide it with a substitute blood 
supply. And in the final opera- 
tion, which lasted eight hours, 
surgeons transplanted the sec- 
ond toe from his foot using mi- 
croscopes to attach blood 
vessels and nerves. Mr Healy 
said: “Each stage in the oper- 
ation worked wonderfully." 

Surgeons say he will even- 
tually have a near normal grip, 
but Mr Valerio said he could al- 
ready pick up s mall objects. 

Tbday be is ffying home to 
the Philippines for Christmas. 
When he returns to work in the 
new year; Chevron has pro- 
mised that an offer of promotion 
to chief officer made before his 
injury, remains open. 

“It is like having a blank 
cheque," Mr Valerio said. 
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■ J c l was twelve and I was admiring the breasts of the girls in school 
| and trying to figure out a way to get my hands on them 5 

| Thomas Lynch on the connection between love and sex and nativity 
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First Ulster terrorists hand in guns 


SHOWERS OF sparks Sew into 
the air in a Belfast warehouse 
yesterday as observers wit- 
nessed a scene many never be- 
lieved they would see: the sight 
of voluntarily decommissioned 
terrorist guns being sawn into 
pieces. 

The destruction of a hand- 
ful of weapons given up by a 
Cringe loyalist group was the 
second important move of the 
day, for at 4am yesterday 
bleary eyed Unionist and na- 
tionalist politicians had an- 
nounced agreement on the 
shape of a new Northern Ire- 
land administration. 

Both developments have 
their limitations for the group 
involved, the Loyalist Volunteer 
Force, is one of the smaller un- 
derground armies, while the po- 
litical advance has left the core 
central issue of decommis- 
sioning untouched 
But both were, none the 
less, hugely welcome to the 
British and Irish governments, 
after months of seemingly in- 
terminable wrangling. The 
politicians will now go off on 
their Christmas break with a 
sense of achievement at having 
broken the recent stalemate. 

The first-ever act of volun- 
tary decommissioning took 
place after police provided an 
escort for a car travelling from 
the LVF's Porta down strong- 
bold to Belfast. The vehicle 
carried eight or nine guns, det- 
onators and blast bombs. 

In keeping with the legislation 
aimed at facilitating decom- 
missioning. the weapons were 
not checked for fingerprints or 
subjected to forensic science 
tests before their destruction. 

Paradoxically, the LVF has in 
recent years been one of the 
most violent groups, and one of 
the most opposed to the peace 


By David mckittrick 
Ireland Correspondent 


process. It was founded by Billy 
Wright, known as King Rat, who 
was fl sytgsrna teri hyrep nhhrans 
a year ago. In the 12 months up 
until April of this year the group 
killed 13 people including 11 
Catholic crviiians. a Protestant 
who was drinking in a Catholic 
bar and one of its own members 
whom it suspected of being an 
informer. Most of the victims 
were chosen at random simply 
because of their religion. 

Its current leaden Mark Ril- 
ton, was arrested by police re- 
cently in the early hours of a 
Saturday morning. A baQ hear- 
ing on Tuesday was told that he 
had been firing a gun in the air 
after drinking heavily. The 
group has no political wing and 
no coherent political philosophy 

The LVF's decision to call a 
ceasefire, which took effect in 
May of this year, is believed to 
have been heavDy influenced by 
its 19 imprisoned members. 
Without a ceasefire they would 
not have benefited from the 
Good Friday Agreement’s pro- 
visions for early release. 

The group opened contact 
with the Government through 
a Protestant pastor who had 
served a life sentence for double 
murder It then publicly an- 
nounced that it would decom- 
mission some of its weapons if 
the Government formally recog- 
nised its ceasefire. This the Gov- 
ernment did some weeks ago. 

While David Trimble, leader 
of the Ulster Unionist Party 
iUUPi called on the IRA and 
other loyalists to follow the LVF's 
example, both republican and 
loyalist spokesmen poured cold 
water on the idea that decom- 
missioning by the major groups 
bad become any more likely. 
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A terrorist rifle given up by the LVF Unionists being destnyed at a warehoose In Belfast yesterday John Giles 


YESTERDAY'S decommission- 
ing of Loyalist: Volunteer 
Force (LVF) weapons in 
Belfast, though carrying a 
powerful symbolic charge 
because of its unprecedent- 
ed nature, represents but a 
drop in the ocean in terms 
of Northern Ireland's total 
arsenal. 

The Government's hope will 
be that the LVF’s action in 
handing over fewer than a 
dozen guns will start the 
ball rolling. But everyone is 
well aware that there are 
possibly thousands of guns 
in the hands of paramilitary 
groups which show no sign 
of following suit. 

The most heavily armed 
group is the IRA. which in 
the mid-1 980s received sev- 
eral shiploads of guns from 
Colonel Muammar Gaddafi's 
Libyan regime, transforming 
it into the best-supplied ter- 
rorist group in Western Eu- 
rope. Some of this materiel 
has since been seized by the 
security forces north and 
south of the border, but a 
great deal is still hidden. 

At the heart of the IRA arse- 
nal are up to 1 ,000 rifles, 
most of them modem Kalash- 
nikovs which came from 
Libya. It also has hundreds of 
pistols and handguns. 


The IRA also received from 
Col Gaddafi a selection of 
sophisticated weaponry in- 
cluding powerful machine- 
guns, some anti-aircraft 
weapons and a number of 
ground-to-air missiles. It 
may also have a couple of 
flame-throwers. It may pos- 
sess up to three cons of 
Semtex, the plastic explo- 
sive which the IRA incorpo- 
rated into armour-piercing 
grenades, shoulder-fired 
rockets, mortars and under- 
car booby crap devices. 
Loyalist groups such as the 
UVF and UDA. chough much 
larger than the IRA, are not 
nearly so well-equipped, 
though a shipment from 
South Africa about 1 0 years 
ago brought them hundreds 
more guns. They are 
thought to have perhaps 
400 rifles and 300 hand- 
guns. together with dozens 
of machine-guns and a 
small quantity of explosives. 
Northern Ireland also has an 
inordinate number of 
legally-held firearms - 

1 39.000 in a country of a 
million and a half people. 
Most of these are shotguns i 
and airguns. together with 

13.000 small-bore rifles and 
1 2,700 handguns. 

DAVID MCKITTRICK 


The Sinn Fein president, 
Gerry Adams, said that he wel- 
comed the LVF move if it was 
a genuine disarmament effort 
but added that the IRA had al- 
ready made its contribution to 
peace by announcing and main- 
taining a ceasefire. 

David Ervine of the Ulster 


Vblunteer Force-linked Pro- 
gressive Unionist Party said: 
"This is a Christmas farce. Tm 
sony to have to tell you it won't 
make a damn button of differ- 
ence to the mam par amilitar y 
organisations.” 

In their agreement, thrashed 
out principally between the 


UUP and the nationalist Social 
Democratic and Labour Party, 
it was derided that a new North- 
ern Ireland government would 
have 10 departments. There 
are also to be six cross-border 
implementation bodies re- 
sponsible for areas such as 
trade and business develop- 


ment and the Irish language, 
and provision for closer north- 
south co-operation in areas 
such as tourism and agriculture. 

Mr Trimble, who has been 
troubled by doubters within his 
party's ranks, received the en- 
dorsement of his executive by 
70 to 30, which he said reflected 


the “stability of support" for his 
position. He was, however ac- 
cused of selling out by the Rev 
Ian Paisley's Democratic Union- 
ist Party which said yesterday's 
agreement would pave the way 
for Sinn Fein to take its seats in 
a new executive without IRA 
arms decommissioning. 


The LVF arms handover 
was described as a modest bat 
significant move by the Cana- 
dian General John de C haste- 
lain, who heads the 
decommissioning body. The 
general said that he hoped for 
complete disarmament by Maju. 
2000. ' f W 
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”■ . -r< 

i'.-.T ■ -VT "V ■> VhlKf 

., - 35 = ■ 



HALF 

PRICE 


MATSUI 

14" Remote Control TV 


34 cm Visible Screen See. 
Model 14 V 1 R. 

In-store Price £ 99 . 99 . 


VOUCHER PRICE 


GRUNDIG iaa. 1 vm=H CD Mini Hi-Fi 

3 k» Digital Tuner. 

■ Twin Cassette Deck. 

■ 2 x 10 Watts (RMS) Power Output, voucher price 

Model M 4 S. Was £ 179 : 99 . - 

Was £U 9 ^ 9 . Was £ 109 . 99 . Oil 

In-store Price £ 99 . 99 . £ 04.99 


GOODMANS Portable 
CD System hhbh — c __ 

■ Remote controls _ 

■ Bass boon- MyJ|| ,C 

Model GPS 265 R. WTA'M fJ 

Was £79 99 . 

ARBITER Karaoke System 

■ T«I 0 Uitm phone bpuo 

■ Echo Facility 
Model K 2000 . Was 
£ 9 * 49 . Was £ 79.99 


INCLUDES 5 GREATEST HITS CASSETTES 




AIWA Ponafate Recordable MenDec Player 

■ iEL 0 ^ __ VOUCHER PUCE 

■ Editing Functions. 

Model AMF 5 . RCfl 

Was £229 99 . f |F|TQfl 

in-store Price £ 179 . 99 . * 



I 

SANYO 

Portable CD System 

v t .. . 

■ Available in Green 


or Yellow. 

■ Remote control. 


Model MCDZ 16 S. 

V< j 

Was £ 89 . 99 . 


CITIZEN U'Griow LCD TV nMi Actuaries 

5 Tor mbit aten pa. ■IHmciiilH 
Model ST 7 SS. ■MM M 
In-store Price £ 99 . 99 . Wit 111 

laamffmaaiiilll fw-*l 

irt-cai adapts, maiir. adaptor. camcorder cable 


KEEP IN 
TOUCH 


CELLNET U 

Pre-pay Mobile Phone 

■ Up To 120 Minutes 
Talktime 

■ Up To 85 How 
Standby Time. 

■ 90 Name and 
Number Memory. 

Model PHILIPS DIG A. 


PANASONIC 

14 - TV with Fastest BM 

iArrr, Visible Saeen. PP 
Model 1453T. Rll 

Was £179 99 . l£il 


■ for T'/.VCR/Sa tell ite 

■ Controls 4 devices 
with l handset. 

Model G 4 A 4 . 


MATSUI ftjMWKW M- Combined 

TV and Vidoo ■HHV n pi * ! "** 

■ 34 cm visible JAA 

screen scat. BillrlHHu 

■ Video index search lei/iJ) 

system. Model TVR 162 S. Was £ 229 . 99 . 


£7999 


gr * 


NICKY CLARKE Chmmeaad 

Purple Diffusa Dryer HHmibem 
6 heat speed JA 

settings. K 1 rlHfVj 

Model VELVETEX RlJ r 

In-store Price £ 24 . 99 . 


AKURA 

Stereo Radio Cassette 

■ Pop-up top panel. 

■ 3 band tuner. 

Model UMBRO 510 
FOOTBALL Was £49.99. 

CURRYS PRICE 





NO NO NO 

8ILLS CONTRACT CONNECTION 

TO SIGN Ft: 



SNAP UP II GIFTS TO GET 
CHRISTMAS IItHEIR HANDS ON 


◄ TEFA- 

Tea Maker 

■ Makes 6 r„ps of tea 

■ Uses tea : jgs or leaves 
Model 191 fM 1 
In-store Pi <(• > 12 99 

£3 Cashbat! ■' 

Voucher Pot* E •‘ludino 
Cashback £ 1 ? Gi 
•Payment m form of cheque by 
•edempnon - Art lor details 

VOUCHER PRICE 
AFTER CASHBACK 


PAMPER ^ 
YOURSELF 


t?A«» ^■ ss ^_ 
l*v 'V > 6 ** 

P'- 1 

»p'; a*A-'« v **♦.« try 

./ r.tn V*A 


KODAK 

Advanced Photo 
System Camera 

■ 23 mm Glass lens. 

■ fled Eve Seduction 

■ 3 Pin uie Format 
Model 160 ci 

Was 09.99. 


MICROSOFTjoystick 

programmable. JRLl| 

■ Ergonomic 
design. 

SIDEWINDER 

PRECISION ^g|MMj|| By 
Was £59.99. m/KmSpP •, 


BRAUN 

Electric Toothbrush 

■ Fast oscillating 
action. 

■ Replacement 
brushhead 
indicator. 

Model D 9011 . 

Was £ 4 fe 99 : 

Was £ 29.99 


CURRYS PUCE 


34 . 


GIFTS THAT HIT THE BUTTON 


c44. 


MATSUI wa 

IQ Second Anti-Shock 
Personal CD Player 
Bass boost. 

Model CD II DA. 

Was £ 79 . 99 . 


PHILIPS 

25 Second Anti-Shock 
Personal CD Player 
Model AZ 7481 . CURRYS PRICE 

Was 11493 ? AA 

Was £T 09.99 fUU QA 

•Ask for details Lm m*JJ 


GIFTS THAT STRIKE THE RIGHT CHORD 



IDEAS 
THAT 
STACK UP 


CASIO 

Keyboard 

■ 16 Channel General Midi. 

■ 61 full size touch sensitive keys. 
Model 611CTK. 

Was £ 199.99 


CASIO Keybo ard 

■ 49 full size keys. canr 

■ Supports National VM M 

Curriculum tfl 

Kaystagel KYI — O 

Model 0X80, Was £69.99. 


£16999 


CASIO Keybowd 

■ 5 channel rmdl. ^ ajRm 

■ 61 FuD Size Keys. WM 4 m 

■ Easy to leam 

MusK Information lUiALIil 
System. Model 571 CTX. Was E 149 . 99 . 


CASIO Keyboard 

■ General Midi Level >-MM 

■ 73 Full size Keys. 

■ LCD Drsolay and IE]| 
Bad: Ught ICk 

Model T2D0W Was £299.99. 




GAME BO Y COLOR 

Alike MMiNmaCUnir ■■BT OfTBimz] 
the mssr a He Gear P 1 

Sot product eui fn rar ||H|] rnttiui 
pourW «vl bb<* laaRBi LWTJI | 

l«u«hto£CT 33 Hbr Oufa r, Isat Eq uk‘ 


— NINTENDO . 64 

2 Game Pack 
The fastest, most powerful 
I qames console on Earth 
PLUS Controller. 

PLUS BAMJO-KAZOOIE OR 
SUPER MARIO 64 OR 
GOLDENEYE 007 PLUS 


Total Separate CURRYS PRICE 

0/1 

£ 144.95 


NINTENDO 64 irtun* 

incMes N6t Console pfcs ^ SSrPnaa 
CfinMhrpteBajb- JRA 

taMKorGDUenfyeor IJ.I I ,1 <M K 

IHiTrlfhr'n '1 ntir Trlib * 

Total Separate Selling Pncc Up To £ 199.97 



THRUSTM ASTER 

Steering wheel CURRYS PRICE 
andfedab 

■ 4 action buttons. M 

■ Separate foot #1 LB 

.SfU £ 49.99 



THE GIFT OF 
LEARNING 



BABYLISS Hair Dryer 

■ 2 heat/speed vouches 

^ H 4. 

■ Cdc, ( shot tad n ry BiR r it 
Model MAGENTA 5390 . WTM 
Inrtore Pr« 11999 . 


TAZ Personal Hi -B with Radio 

■ AM/TV tuner. ^ cuam 

■ Soft feel tiLe ■Pfl Mt 

Model TAZ/PHF. nfl r \ . 
Wat (19 09 L I I 


PH I LI SHAVE 

Mains/RechargeaMe Shaver 
3 reflex aaion nn»v« . 

. . , CUKlfTS I 

shdvinq heads. ^ 

ModelCOOLSKIN. nyi 
Was £ 99 . 99 . 


BRAUN Electric Toothbrush 

■ Unique 3 D action. mm 

■ Memory Umoi. B*W 4 

■ Pressure Serisor. E 9 I|U JL 
a Interdental Tips. Ili^xfT 
Model Di 5 Wat £69 99 


HAIRSTYLER 




M WITH &y. MEN’S 
SHAVERS OVER £30 

Model Bfaun HS2 
Alt’ lot di-ijib. 


STOREX ■ 

OireiTte CD Tower 
with Styfch 
Wooden Base 
Holds up to 50 CDs. 
Model STXI 02 . 


£«59 


ANOTHER 3 PICK N* PLAY 
GAMES (4 GAMES IN TOTAL) 

Total Separate Selling Price Up To £16936 


ANOTHER 5 PICK N' PLAY 
GAMES (6 GAMES IN TOTAL) 

Total Separate Soiling Price Up To £249 94 


e84j5 


mouarKE 

(11930 


V TECH i 

Major Uotoo 

"7 - CURRYS PI 

■ Age6-l0 m Jk 

■ 31 aalvhies M (1 

■ Talks to your child. f£L«l 

was £54 99 ITl/ 


V TECH Smart Start Antmetad 
■Age ^ MNnuoni 

■ National nvrtuSum aa 

approved ■L'V .MX 

■ 22 activities. 

In-store Pnce 03 . 99 . 


CURRYS PRICE 

f49.99 


irt Antmetad 
M WWJM 1 WB 

1 (2839 




REMINGTON 

Footspa and Whirl auKys price 

Invigorating Whirl - _ 

feature / 1 3 

Model F 7012 . £*TbI .99 


| a EXAMPLE Of INTEREST 

i "free option on 

SELECTED PRODUCTS 



CHRISTMAS GIFT 

EXCHANGE 

GUARANTEE 

ip— w MijifiMijBBiiyfllfrRiwn 
omysbr an iMitf «tdfnb& 

AplyianimRiAMmptatd; 
an mica wMitowdaring, co jedur wl 


m i l « i W i m afrilfT w it h 

joerrwriptviddtorghitiflsaupffl 
awb nuui i wu Witt . The ead iantf e p eriod 
expires on lad pasary mo. Tbbbta 
■dAfan zo jevnoirery rigba. 
■BOeaKOf gamsMfMm, AtMN 
■mbairebrofeau 



RANGE 

wXJiBrttahrt 
h iMtRd wtal 
d3a, yotrt Hod 
the model tbac 
meets yore 1 exact 
acadsaxanys. 
btrtndbtflmaay 
e w pd wy l wi n e 


H SPSEADTHe 
^ COST V.jTH 
x- »*r.MTu v 


PEAS OF 
MIND 

Maangre Cwre ip bn 

service A&veaenc 
provides^ to 
sycanfbadHpby 
Bpotengfauen. 


ROOMS 

Bmogs up e i Ho m tobdp 
yo u choos e exaedy the itebt 
hM or nrrauid sound TX 


AWARD 

WINNING 

Df-STORE 

REPAIR 

SHOPS 

CpafdQMMdL 


INSTANT 

CREDIT 

tfdi Gnji Prettier 
ad ma geardb 
■take Ac dmrinp 
lviai Barter 
hsfc fbrdeoDs. 


Eitiusive to DSG Reuil Ltd 


LOWEST PRICES 
ON THE SPOT 


Find a lower price for the same product and Otter, complete, 
new. boxed and in stock m a local shop within 7 (fays 
of purchase and we'll match it 

WE’LL NEVER BE BEATEN 

All SUPERSTORES OFFER EASY PARKING. LATE NIGHT 
SHOPPING AND SUNDAY OPENING. Ring 0990 S00049 
for details of your nearest store. 



For loan HfeMiWOO and one BMnmibpadtk WV StCfeOBaaio 
7 «t*ntountwiaCi»TTih«merfiiinatagiAunu».*fitoocTK*tqjotatior 8 

f anlalfe on imuesi tronE Dspt KVHL Hzytads Awng£ Kemd HsmHNd, 
0 Krm FP 2 7 T 6 (Afpfcjits Bust be 18 nr nvo. 21 in northern ZriantU 


'.VATCH OUT FOR 
OUR VOUCHER 
SPECIALS! 
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Branson 
record bid 
airborne 


RICHARD BRANSON and his 
round-the-world balloon crew 
were yesterday heading to- 
wards the Middle East after a 
perfect morning launch. 

After a two- week wait for the 
right weather conditions and 
overcoming complications 
caused by the crisis in Iraq the 
ICO global challenge set off on 
its 24,000-mile flight at 9.30am 
from Marrakesh in Morocco 
with its three-man crew. 

Mr Branson. 48, Per Lind- 
strand 47, and millionaire 
American Steve Fossett 54, 
who hold numerous ballooning 
records between them, have 
dedicated the attempt to then- 
former co-pilot Alex Ritchie 
who died in April after a para- 
chuting accident Mr Ritchie 
saved the lives of Messrs Bran- 
son and Lindstrand when the 
Virgin Global Challenger bal- 
loon crashed in the Algerian 
desert in January 1997. 



Richard Branson with daughter Holly before Hie balloon lanwrfi (top left) in Marrakesh yesterday Reuters 


MARLBOROCLASSir 


FITS THE MAN 




Doctors upset 

by jibe over 
private work 



OPEN HOSTILITIES have bro- 
ken out between doctors' lead- 
ers and the Government over 
allegations by the Health min- 
ister; Alan Mnburn, that hospi- 
tal consultants are spencfing too 
much time doing private work. 

The British Medical Associ- 
ation reacted angrily to criti- 
cism of consultants contained 
in a letter from Mr Milburn to 
the Doctors and Dentists Fay 
Review Body IDDRB). 

In the letter; Mr MSbum re- 
iterated his plan, announced 
last summer; to reform the pay 
of consultants to reward those 
who spend more time on NHS 
patients. 

However; the language that 
he used infuriated doctors. Mr 
Milburn wrote; “Taxpayers 
have a right to expect value for 
money from this highly paid 
group of professionals. There 
are a minority of consultants 
who do not properly co-operate 
in working productively for the 
NHS and put their private prac- 
tice before their NHS wort” 

The BMA fired off its own 
protest letter to Brandon 
Gough, chairman of the DDES, 
defending the consultants. “The 
fact is that consultants across 
the board are already working 
some 51 hours per week, well in 
excess of the legal maximum." 
said Ian Bogle, chair man of 
the BMA council 

The row signals deteriorat- 
ing relations between the BMA 
and the Government Senior 


BY COLIN BROWN 
AND JEREMY LAURANCE 

doctors have become weary of 
reports of incompetent or mis- 
behaving doctors being used to 
tar the whole profession and be- 
lieve that Mr Milbum is farming 
the dames against them. 

The association was also an- 
gered by Mr MUbum’s earlier 
proposal to change the law un- 
derpinning the General Medical 
Council to m ake it easier for the 
Government to intervene in 
its running. 

Although the proposal was 
rebuffed, doctors saw that 
episode as evidence that he was 
more interested in controlling 
the profession than working 
with it. 

The latest row has its origins 
in an Audit Commission inves- 
tigation three years ago which 
found that consultants with 
large private practices were ne- 
glecting their NHS duties, leav- 
ing junior doctors to run 
outpatient clinics and carry 
out operations unsupervised. 

The Audit Commission 
found that although most doc- 
tors worked long hours and 
showed great dedication to the 
NHS there was wide variation 
in the amount of work done by 
consultant surgeons. 

Some were doing five times 
as much as others, even after 
allowing for differ ences in the 
nature of the operations and the 
complexity of the cases. The re- 


port also found that the 25 per 

cent of consultants who md 
most private work, did least for 

the NHS. .... 

The BMA said then that the 
commission had failed to take 
account of the time doctors 
spent on call and had made 
false comparisons between 

them. , , , 

In the latest dispute about 
pay, the association complained 
on Thursday that it had been 
misled. Health department of- 
ficials who attended a meeting 
with the BMA about the con- 
sultants “did not even raise the 
question of pay, let alone give 
an indication that there was any 
question of a major restruc- 
turing of NHS pay," said Dr 
Bogle. 

Mr Milburn said the cur- 
rent pay system was holding 
back the modernisation of the 
NHS. “Too many NHS staff 
work under outdated, narrow 
job labels and depend on a 
range of arcane allowances of 
varying value to enhance basic 
pay," he said. “This fragment- 
ed approach to pay and condi- 
tions distorts working patterns 
and inhibits the development of 
the 34-hour flexible services we 
want for patients." 

In a separate letter to the 
nurses’ pay review body, Mr 
Milburn said that a new na- 
tional pay system for the NHS 
was needed. “The scale of the 
problem calls for radical solu- 
tions," he said. 


Priest and friend win 
£165,000 from ‘Sun’ 


e \ c i i six i: shops/ i o \ n o \ /he \ i ii i; o \y/ \ hit inch \ m/ 

H>li MORI ENFORMATION CONTACT: Till-: TP,\I)!\C COMPANY. 
o' 6' LONG ACRE. CONDON \Y02K 9.(1. /TEC 0171 :•!?<) fSIAO/l \N 01~1 «:R> 1045 


A ROMAN Catholic priest and 
his friend, a former head- 
teacher, were yesterday award- 
ed a total of £165,000 damages 
after suing the Sun newspaper 

Father Noel Barry, press 
secretary to Cardinal Thomas 
Winning, head of the Roman 
Catholic Church in Scotland, 
and Annie Clinton, an education 
adviser with Glasgow City 
Council, claimed that an article 
in The Scottish Sun in Sep- 
tember 1996 implied they were 
involved in a long-term, se- 
cret, sexual relationship. 

Each sued for damages of 
£200,000 and after a trial lasting 
10 days at Edinburgh's Court of 
Session, a judge awarded the 
pair a substantial part of it Fr 
Barry, 42. of Milngavie, Strath- 
clyde, won £45.000 and Ms Clin- 
toa 51, of Lanarkshire, won 
£120,000. The jury took almost 
four hours to reach a unani- 
mous verdict that the pair had 
been defamed. 

There was no reaction from 
Ft Barry or Ms Clintoa who 
were sitting next to each other 
in the court, but when the jury 
left Ms Clinton hugged her 
lawyer. The pair admitted 
spending nights under the 
same roof at Ms Clinton’s 
house, but denied they ever had 
a sexual relationship. 

It had taken the bombing of 
Iraq to knock the “priest story" 
off the front pages in Scotland 
yesterday after a former nun 


BY STEPHEN GOODWIN 
Scotland Correspondent 



Ft Barry: Vow of celibacy 


Caroline Brown, 38, told the 
court that she lost her virgini- 
ty to Ft Bany in a Preston hotel 
room in 1985. 

Mrs Brown, who now has 
two children, told the court 
that Fr Barry had lied under 
oath. She said they had been in 
love and she thought they 
would many, but their rela- 
tionship petered out after he 
failed to leave the priesthood 
In the witness box at the be- 
ginning of the trial Fr Barry 
had spoken of the night in the 
Crest Hotel but denied that he 
broke his vow of celibacy al- 
though he was “tempted". 

However, he suggested to 
the jury there were times when 
he would have liked sexual in- 


timacy. “Right now, I suppose 
I can honestly say, hand on 
heart that in an ideal world, if 
such exists, for me as a human 
being I would want to be mar- 
ried, but that is a sacrifice I 
have chosen to make as a 
priest," he said 

The Sun, and good many 
other observers of the case, 
thought it had a match-winning 
witness in Mrs Brown. Bruce 
Waddell editor of The Scottish 
Sun, said that after the “very 
private and very painful" evi- 
dence given by Mrs Brown, he 
was “extremely disappointed" 
at the verdict for Father Barrel 
The publishers are considering 
an appeal 

Cardinal Winning, the Arch- 
bishop ot Glasgow, said that the 
church had not paid anything to 
the costs incurred by his press 
secretary in fighting the case 
and refused to be drawn into de- 
bate on the case. “Tb prolong the 
personal hurt of those whose 

lives have been affected by this 
incident is pointless," he said 

Mrs Brown told the court on 
Thursday that the Cardinal 
had been unsympathetic when 
she approached him about the 
liaison with Fr Barry. He had 
asked her if she had an tape 
recordings. “I became quite 
upset,” she said “I said T don’t 
think you realise how difficult 
this is for me to come here’. 
[The cardinal] said -What do 
you want tears’?" 


Chaucer and Shakespeare 
manuscripts are stolen 


MANUSCRIPTS AND books in- 
cluding a rare Shakespeare 
edition and a fragment of a 
Chaucer poem worth at least 
£250,000 in total have been 
stolen from Durham Universi- 
ty. Police believe professional 
thieves may have been acting 
for a collector. 

Cases containing the works, 
part of an exhibition open to the 
public on the development of 
English literature, were forced 
open. The theft was discov- 
ered on Thursday but the last 
confirmed sighting of the two 
manuscripts and five books 
was the previous Friday, when 
the exhibition closed 

A university spokesman 
said: “The ... library is not a 
hideaway library. We're part of 
die heritage of the region and 
we put on displays. There is al- 
ways a risk in putting things on 
show but nothing on this scale 
has ever happened before." It 


By Louise Jury 
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able items were a 
of an English trans 
New Testament fr 
14th or early 15th 
manuscript includi 
meut of a Chaucer 
about the same pe 
copy of the first pru 
of Shakespeare’s 
works, from 1623. 

The Shakespear 
ticulariy significant 
bought new by 

wflpn ho nin. n- i 



A First Folio was among 
the treasures stolen 

was unclear how the works 
were taken from the building 
without anyone noticing. 

They would be “vfrtuailv im- 
possible to sell on the legitimate 
market”. The three most valu- 
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Memories: a national asset being wasted 
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by Ian Jack 

JHIE ROT of the family has many 
consequences Ibr Brail old peo- 
ple and most of them are well 
enough known. Paid home- 
helps replace dutiful unpaid 
daughters as bed-makers, 
dusters and dish-washers. The 
social worker visits once a week 
And now, at this season, 
there will be cards on the 
mantiepiece from the grand- 
children, badly lettered tO 
GrAndMa (writing is not what 
it was in her day), with a ps from 
their parents saying that, traf- 
fic permitting on the motorway, 
they hope to be there about five 
o'clock on die 24th. 

This is how freedom, mobil- 
ity and ambition have arranged 
out lives and, though inner and 
outer voices sometimes nag 
us. we are more or less happy 
to let other people, paid by na- 
tional and local taxation or pri- 
vately. take the strain. 

The professions of medicine 
and social work have provided 
substitutes for the family. The 
day-care centre has replaced the 
neighbourhood. Doing the 
hokey cokey may not have the 
same rewards as a grandchild 
dandled on the knee, but the 
people in charge are kind and 
./vielp you, if you are frail, to get 
*on arid off the lavatory, raise you 
in and out of the bath. 

But what happens here to 
memory? Whatever their de- 
mands, that is what the old have 
always given us; some sense of 
individual histoty, of how things 
were before we came along. 

Until this week, when 1 went 
to a new day-care centre in Lon- 
don. it had never occurred to 
me that remembering - vocal- 
ly remembering- was also a ca- 
sualty of atomised families and 
fractured communities and 
that it needed to be formalised 
as a kind of amusement or 
therapy, like the hokey cokey or 
back massage. 

\ In fed Reminiscence -an of- 
udal recreation which deserves 
the capital R, like Ludo - turns 
out be one of social work's 
small growth areas. At the 
Soho Centre for Health Care, 
they have regular sessions of 
Reminiscence which are fo- 
cused by subject and framed by 
rules. One week it might be 
“Schooldays" and the next 
“Work". Participants must not 
interrupt one another confi- 
dences must be kept. Objects 
. 'tram tickets? Sunlight soap?) 

\ ^ stimulate the memory are 
kept in the Reminiscence Cen- 
tre at Blackheath in south-east 
London, a sort of memory bank. 

A publisher specialises in 
Reminiscence quiz books for 
the old. In the Soho centre, I 
looked at one. 

Q: What were people asked 
to Dig Fbr? 

A: Victory. 

Q: Whose catchphrase was 
“Can you hear me mother?" 
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. Sandy Powell 
(Further Q: Who i 


iFurtber Q: Who was Sandy 
Powell? farther A; If you need 
to ask, forget it). 

All this was a surprise. I had 
no idea that memory was a 
niche market I had thought that 
we all grew up with some equiv- 
alent of old Steptoe or Alf Gar- 
nett forever remembering. 

Marie Marsh, who runs the 
day-care centre forl festminster 
City Council and Age Concern, 
said that you sometimes had to 
go carefully during sessions of 
remembering. People did not, 
53 the whole, like to remember 
•/'jf-et and for that reason the 
‘war was not a popular subject 
The coronation, on the other 
hand, was very popular indeed. 

“Any particular coronation?'’ 

I asked. There are many peo- 
ple still alive, after all who can 
remember three. 

“You know the coronation." 
said Ms Marsh's assistant “In 
1951 or 1962 or whenever it was.’ 

I supplied the proper date - 
that summer everyone at s chool 
got New Testaments with EUR 
stamped on the jacket And 
now, feeling like an inmate 
rather than a visitor I was taken 
to see some people who would 
about their memories. 


YES I would like to support 

The Independent Christmas Appeal 

Make a credit card donation 

CALL NOW 

Freephone 0800 00 99 66 

Lines open every day, lam - 7pm 

AlcemaUwjfyt. enclose a Cheque/ ftstal Order/ CAF VtaKhe? [detere as 
appropriate) for £ made payable to Tbe Inde pe nd en t Ocfetanie Appeal 


Postcode — — ■ — 

Please post this foon with you' Cheque/poMal Otder/CAP voucher (a: 

The Independent CbrlMmMAM>MLAgeCnncefH 

EngteAd. Fraepwt «*, London. 5W164YX. 
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Hoipfce aid /Wtkw on Elder Abuse (all registered charities). 

FW. IW. Mm * dm* « 

j}' iV'i A - . ! supported. Howmt, if y«xi prefer not » 
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There were three; Amy 
i Brown, bom in Chelsea, west 
London, 1908; Rose Maddocks, 
i bom Dublin, 1913; Jim Proud- 
foot bom Lowestoft Suffolk, 
1918. One way to summarise 
their lives, although it is a poor 
guide to their personalities, is 
what they once did for a living. 
Mrs Brown was a domestic ser- 
vant: “I started as a kitchen 
maid in a big house in Cadogan 
Gardens on a shilling a week.” 
Mr Proudfoot worked on a 
farm and on fishing drifters be- 
fore the war and for United 
Dairies after it with service in 
the Royal Air Fbrce between. 
Mrs Maddocks moved as a 
teenager from Ireland to Eng- 
land and worked in munitions. 

Here are some of the things 
they said, witness statements 
to this dosing century'. 

EARLIEST MEMORIES 

■THE WHEELS on my mother's 
wheelchair. She had rheumat- 
ic fever. My dad had died. I was 
about four." (Mr Proudfoot) 
"Something one night in our 
house. This must have been 
1914. My mother's brother was 
in the Lancers and he was 
going off to France. He was wor- 
ried about his horse. I remem- 
ber the tears, how upset 
everyone was." (Mrs Brown) 
“Going to school in Dublin. 
Going to school and not learn- 
ing much." (Mrs Maddocks) 

FIRST PUBLIC EVENTS 

“THAT EXPLOSION in the East 
End. What was it called now? 

It shook our flats all the way 
over in Chelsea. I remember a 
man on the street saying: ‘Sil- 
ver-town went up." Yes. that’s 
what it was, the Silvertown ex- 
plosives factory. A lot died 
there, mainly girls and women. 
They’d all turned yellow from 
the TNT [explosive], but it was 
all hushed up." (Mrs Brown) 

“An election meeting in our 
village hall at Hopton. We were 
taken along to sit at the hack and 
told keep quiet" (Mr Proudfoot) 

WORK 

“IT WAS hard, very hard. On the 
farm, you used to have to pick out 
all the sugar beet by hand. That 
wasrit a very good prospect, fee- 
ing a 30-acre field on a cold 

morning You worked and you bit 
your tongue." (Mr Proudfoot) 
“\fes, if you so much as looked 
at somebody sideways, they’d 
give you the saek’. (Mrs Brown) 

SEX 

“It happened but nobody talked 

about it" (Mrs Maddocks) 

Tfyou had sex in Hopton you 
just went about with a smile on 
your face." (Mr Proudfoot) 
“What with the horsewhip 
and the old man, you didn’t dare 
go wrong.” (Mrs Brown) 

“If a girl went wrong she 
moved away." (Mr Proudfoot) 
And the later sexual liberty? 
Nobody was disturbed by it - 
‘‘You have to go forward with 
the times.” (Mrs Brown) 

CLASS 

“HOWEVER POOR you were 
there was always a little bit of 
snobbery there. My mother was 
in service and she used to say 
that there was more snobbery 
below stairs than above them. J 
And if you went to the village 
dance you always took a packet 
of Woodbine in one pocket and 
Players in the other Woodbine 
was your normal smoke. The 
Players were there in case you 
met someone.” (Mr Proudfoot) 
“Yes, but the proper gentry 
weren’t so bad. We were never 
supposed to travel in the lift 
with the family, but if they we re 
there they’d say “Come in, child, 
come in'. The butler would 
never say that" (Mrs Brown) 
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Rose Maddocks. born in Dublin in 1913: ‘We never got a proper education. All we got was prayers' David Rose 


WOMEN 

“THEY WERE treated badly. 
The men kepi them down a lot 
They hardly ever went out 
they were too busy at home 
malting ends meet. When a 
girl did go out she always 
came home to questions, 
■ Where 've you been, oo’veyou 
been talking to’.” (Mrs Brown) 


“You were down at the bot- 
tom. We never got a proper ed- 
ucation. All we got was 
prayers.” (Mrs Maddocks) 

T don't want to boast but me 
and my wife always went out to- 
gether. That was unusual. I 
played darts once a week for 
years with a group of fellers and 
I never knew they were mar- 


ried. I can never stand hearing 
a man doing his wife down, it 
annoys me. To talk about your 
wife as “the old woman', that's 
terrible.” (Mr Proudfoot) 

THE BEST TIMES 

“I'D BE about 13 at the time and 
1 got a brand new bike for 
Christmas. It was pouring but 


I spent all day on the bike and 
got soaked.” <Mr Proudfoot) 
“My uncle who was in the 
Lancers died and it finished my 
grandfather off. But at the end 
of the war my mother took us 
all up to Hyde Park to a concert 
. Dame Clara Butt was singing. 
Lovely. IT always remember 
that" (Mrs Brown) 


“Being here [the Westmin- 
ster centre]." (Mrs Maddocks) 

FOOD 

“THERE WASN'T much of it to 
begin with. Vbu know what they 

used to say at the butcher's. A 
sheep's head please and can 
you leave the eyes in? It’s got 
to see through us through the 
week." (Mr Proudfoot) 

“Bacon and egg, dripping 
and bread. Good beef drip- 
ping" (Mrs Maddocks) 

“And it doesn't seem to 
have done us any harm." (Mr 
Proudfoot) 

MISSING THINGS 

-PEACE AND quiet It’s all nose 
now, everything blaring" (Mrs 
Brown, to the sound of the 
hokey cokey from the day's ex- 
ercise class) 

“Manners. I was taught to say 
please and thank you and good 
morning Everybody's in a rush, 
everybody wants to get things 
done too quiddy" (Mr Proudfoot' 

POLITICIANS 

“TO MY mind, the only one 
who was true to his word was 
Winston ChurchilL He 
promised us blood, sweat and 
tears. And by God we got 
them." <Mr Proudfoot) 

THE FUTURE 

I WONDERED if they believed 
in the after-life. 

“We have to believe there’s 
a heaven. But we'll have to wait 
and see." (Mrs Brown) 
“Nobody's ever come bade to 
tell us." (Mrs Maddocks) 


“So it must be a good place." 
(Mrs Brown) 

“Probably three square 
meals a day and all found." (Mr 
Proudfoot) 

Laughter. 

AS MR Proudfoot almost put it 
they had all been on the plat- 
form when the innovations that 
define tbe 20th century had 
arrived. Radio, television, 
phones, cars. jets, computers, 
central heating - amazing 
changes for a generation who 
had spent their childhood 
evenings in the light of coal- 
fires. oil lamps and candles. 

Of course, we know all this 
from books and television doc- 
umentaries. We can easily be 
connected to the past. Or can 
we? I had never heard of the Sil- 
vertown explosion before Mrs 
Brown remembered it Even 
quite detailed histories of Lon- 
don do not mention it. Eventu- 
ally. I found a description. It 
happened in 1917 during a fire 
at Brunner Mond's chemical 
worts. Fifty tons of TNT went 
up. a large area was flattened. 
69 people died and another 400 
were hurt, many seriously. In 
the wan it was nothing. 

The site lies just across the 
Thames from the new Millen- 
nium Dome at Greenwich. 
When and if I go to the Dome. 
1 will think of the scene for a mo- 
ment: wrecked houses, dead 
munitions girls, the water shak- 
ing in the river for the 10 miles 
up to Chelsea. It deserves to be 
remembered. That will be Mrs 
Brown's gift to me. 
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Shield 
‘killed’ in 
Bronze 
Age ritual 




By Steve Connor 
Science Editor 


A CEREMONIAL shield from 
die Bronze Age may have been 
ritually “killed" and then buried 
according to archaeologists 
who have spent the past year 
restoring the object 
The decorative shield, the 
first from the Bronze Age to be 
recovered from an archaeo- 
logical site in Britain, was 
stabbed three times asitiayin 
the hole it was buried in. 

Andrew Wilson, the conser- 
vator at Wiltshire County Coun- 
cil who excavated it said the 
soil beneath showed signs that 
the object had been deliberately 
speared from above by a sharp 
pole or lance. The 3,000-year-okl 
shield, found at South Cad- 
bury, Somerset would also have 
had little military use 
“The shield was so incredi- 
bly thin that it could have had 
□o protective function - it could 
never have been used defen- 
sively in battle," Mr Wilson said 
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Andrew Wilson pots the final touches to the restoration of the 3000-year-old bronze shield 
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THE NURSE Lucille McLauch- 
ian, freed earlier this year from 
a Saudi jafl. agreed that she was 
pictured by a bank security 

camera days after a pensioner’s 
hanlr rsir ri went miss ing from a 
hospital, a court heard yester- 
day. But Ms McLauchian, 33, 
was unable to ex plain to police 
her presence at the bank’s 
rash machin e, an officer said. 

Pc Helen Manini, of Tayside 
Police Fraud Branch, was giv- 
ing evidence on the second 
day of the trial of thenurse, who 
faces two charges of theft and 
one of fraud Ms McLauchian, 
char ged in her married name 
of Feme, faces charges relat- 
ing to a period in 1998 in her 
home dtyofDundee before she 
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by Joe Quinn 


left for Saudi Arabia. Later 
fha t year she and another 
nurse, Deborah Parry, were 
arrested by Saudi police in- 
vestigating the murder of the 
Australian nurse Yvonne Gil- 
ford. Ms Parry was sentenced 
to death for murder and Ms 
McLauchian was jailed for 
eig ht years. They were freed 
after serving 17 months and re- 
turned to Britain. 

Pc Manini told Dundee Sher- 
iff Court that in April 1996 she 
was investigating an alleged 
bank-card theft when she and 
a col le a gue studied film from a 
camera at a Bank of Scotland 
branch in Nethergate, Du n d e e. 
The sequence, taken on 11 
March 1996, showed a woman 

spending time at a key pad, ap- 
parently keying in entries and 
staying longer than other cus- 
tomers, as if making more than 
one transaction. 

She told the court she visit- 
ed Ms McLauchlan’s home on 
10 April: “I recognised herfrom 
the still photographs on die 
tape.” She said Ms McLauch- 
ian told officers she had no 
Bank of Scotland cards. Al- 
though she agreed it was her 
picture in the photographs, she 
was unable to give an expla- 
nation for her presence at the 
machine. 

TWo women said to have 
provided references to help Ms 


McLauchian get a job in Sawfi 
Arabia told the court they had 
not written them and that then- 
signatures were forgeries. 
Tracv Aitken. a former nurse, 
said* a reference for Ms 
McLauchian purporting to be 

from her was false. She had pre- 
viously provided Ms McLauch- 
ian with a reference but the one 

presented to a Saudi recruit- 
ment firm was not the one she 
had written. Referring to errors 
in the lettec Mrs Aitken said; 
“Obviously this has been typed 
by somebody who cannot work 
the correction ribbon on the 
typewriter. I take pride in my 
typing. I would never send a ref- 
erence with sco red-out typing 
errors like this." 

A second “referee", Lor- 
raine Deuchars, told the hear- 
ing before Sheriff Alistair 
Stewart that she was a lower 
grade nurse than Ms McLauch- 
ian and would not have been in 
a position to write a reference 
even if asked to do so. 

Ms McLauchian has plead- 
ed not guilty to stealing a bank 
card and diary in March 1996 
while working at Dundee’s 
King’s Cross Hospital, and of 
stealing £1,960 by means of a 
feloniously obtained bank card. 

She also denies getting her 
job in Saudi Arabia that year by 
fraud by making false claims in 
an application form to a re- 
cruiting agency, and offering 
forged references. 
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Virgin forces 
full fares on 
rail travellers 


VIRGIN RAIL, Richard Bran- 
son’s troubled train business, 
was yesterday accused of 
driving its passengers on to the 
roads by banning cut-price 
fares from more than 50 


By Philip Thornton 
T ransport Correspondent 


services. 

Virgin, which runs the West 
Coast main line and Cross- 
Country high-speed services, is 
cutting the number of trains 
that accept Saver, Supersaver 
and cheap day returns from 3 
January. 

Passengers on peak-time 
trains will have to buy the more 
expensive standard or first 
class tickets. A London to Man- 
chester return ticket win cost 
£108. A Supersaver was £3950 
and a Saver was £4650. 

The company is also tight- 
ening its Virgin Value ticket to 
force passengers to book three 
working days in advance in- 
stead of the current deadline of 
6pm on the day before travel. 

Virgin said the changes were 
designed to encourage people 
to travel cm the less crowded off 
peak trains and to book. 

Jonathan Bray, of the cam- 
paign group Save Our Railways, 
said* “This latest move by Vir- 


gin will make rail travel more 
complicated and expensive for 
passengers. If rail is to compete 
effectively with the car it needs 
to be convenient and flexible.'' 

The policy was a sign that 
Virgin is aiming at the business 
travel market at the expense of 
the leisure passenger, he said. 
“It is another indication that the 
long distance companies are 
moving towards airline fare«s 
which means that if you warn 
to travel book in advance - 
otherwise travel when they 
want you to," he said. 

The new rules apply to 
trains between London and 
Birmingham, Manchester, Liv- 
erpool Preston and Wolver- 
hampton. The change also 
affects trains on the Cross- 
Country network of services 
that do not stop in London. 

A Virgin spokesman said: 
“We are very anxious to reduce 
overcrowding wherever possi- 
ble and we are trying to en- 
courage as many passengers as f 
possible to get a guaranteed ~ 
seat by booking in advance." 


Millennium bug Watch 


IT HAS begun. The legal 
wrangling, that is, over 
exactly who is responsible 
when problems occur; or look 
like they are going to. Both 
cases here are from the Unit- 
ed States, but it is only a mat- 
ter of time before such legal 
resorts cross the Atlantic. 

First, Ruth Kaczmareb, 
an independent program- 
mer who develops products 
that use Microsoft's Foxpro 
database, is suing the soft- 
ware giant, claiming it pro- 
vided a package called Visual 
Foxpro 6.0, despite knowing 
it has a glitch. On Microsoft's 
own Year 2000 page it is 
made plain that the program 
assumes two-digit year dates 
are in the 20th century. 

Ms Kaczmarek wants 
Microsoft to write a “patch" 
but Microsoft doesn’t 




Meanwhile, consulting 
firm Arthur Andersen is 
suing one of its customers, 
retailing company J Bakes 
which had the cheek to 
demand a free upgrade for a 
sales system Andersen’s had 
supplied. Andersen riafmg fo 
its suit that J Baker knew the 
ssystem relied on a two-digit 
date system. 

Is this sounding familiar? 
Charles Arthur 


Please send tips and tales to: 
independent.co.uk 


Paul Vallely 

Even paganism, it 
seems, is not what it 
was. Happy holidays! 
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Time fails 
to heal 
wounds of 
Lockerbie 
victim’s 
family 
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OUTSIDER in the pitch-black 
winter night, it is just beginning 
to drizzle. In an isolated coun- 
try house, south of Birming- 
ham, Jane and Jim Swire are 
huddling in a back room, watch- 
ing themselves on television. 

It is the documentary's 
grainy 1960s cine-camera 
footage which makes them 
smile. There, on Jim's home is- 
land of Skye, is Flora, their first 
bom, venturing into the sea in 
that rocking, toddler way, 
watched by a younger pretty 
Jane, and Jim, handsome in a 

km. 

A tape, recorded at Christ- 
mas in 1977 and borrowed by 
the television production team, 
starts off the tears. The sound 
of a teenage Flora singing in 
harmony with her younger sis- 
tec Cathy fills the room. That 
is followed by Flora singing 
with an older man. “That's me 
and Flora," says Jim, his eyes 
drifting from the television to 
rest despondently on his feet. 

A brief glimpse of happier 
s unni er times when neither 
parent could have imagined 
that their Flora, at the age of 24 
and so fan of promise, would be 
rubbed out by the terrorist 
bomb which blew Pan Am 
Flight 103 out of the shy over the 
Scottish town of Lockerbie. 
The atrocity on 21 December 
1988, claimed 270 lives, includ- 
ing 11 from Lockerbie who per- 


By Mary Brajd 


and courtship of the media 
have meant family neglect. De- 
votion to a dead child has cost 
the surviving siblings. 

The Swires do not hide their 
differences, and even joke that 
Flora speaks to them in differ- 
ent voices. Father hears a 
daughter who tells him to “get 
the bastards'', while mother 
says Flora would have weighed 
that up against the family's 
needs. 

Methods of coping diverged 
from the start Jim, against all 
the expert advice, insisted on 
seeing Flora's body. “But I 
wanted to remember her as she 
was when I hugged her good- 
bye and not as a battered body" 
says Jane. 

She admits she envied her 
husband his anger, a force 
which propelled him into a fre- 
netic search, not just for the 
killers but for truth. He learnt 
to lobby and studied almost 
every terrorist group which 
could possibly have been 
responsible. 

He now believes that warn- 
ings of an imminent terrorist at- 
tack were kept from the public. 
He raised questions about the 
reluctance of previous British 
and United States govern- 
ments to hold a public inquiry 
into the disaster: suggesting 
they must have something to 



The bomb claimed 270 lives 


Daily Record 





ished when Pan Am's burning 
wreckage fell to earth. Western 
governments have failed to find 
the killers. Fbr 10 years Jim 
seems only to have lived to ha- 
rass politicians. 

Jim Swire was always tail and 
thin. But the past decade has 
hollowed him out, leaving him 
cadaverous. As spokesman for 
the relatives of the British bomb 
victims, his snowy hair and 
care-worn face are now familiar. 

Jane, open-faced and moth- 
erly, is, by comparison, hardly 
known. And without her hus- 
band she would have preserved 
her anonymity. Fbr while the 
Old Etonian, Bromsgrove GP 
has taken a high-profile, public 
path, Jane - quiet and gentle 
but courageously honest - does 
not pretend to like his choice. 
Nor does she pretend that it has 
made Cathy or Flora's younger 
brother William happy. 

‘This is Jim’s way,” she says 
simply as her husband, mobile 
phone stuck on eat resumes 
the endless fielding of calls 
from journalists whose appetite 
for Lockerbie has been re- 
whetted by the 10 th anniversary 
on Monday; and the news that 
the Libyan parliament has 

backed a proposal for two of its 

nationals - suspects in the at- 
tack - to be tried in a neutral 
country, under Scottish law. 

“He needed to do it," she says, 
of a husband whose obsession 
with tracking (town his daugh- 
ter’s killers led to the loss of his 
partnership in the local medical 
practice. “Otherwise he would 
have had a breakdown. But be 
has paid a heavy pice." 

So too have his family. “He 
tries to join in with family 
things," says Jane. “But his 
mind is elsewhere and often 
he's so physically tired." Years 
of globetrotting - including 
three controversial meetings 
with Colonel Muammar 
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trips to lobby world leaders - 


hide. His anger still burns. He 
did not raise Flora, he says, as 
“political cannon fodder". 

Jane found no comfort in 
complex terrorist conspiracies 
or public campaigns. The ulti- 
mate truth for her is that Flora 
is no more. And her greatest 
regret - however irrational - is 
stiff that she was not there for 
her daughter at the end 

She has read everything 
about the disintegration of 
planes. When she learned there 
might have been up to 15 sec- 
onds of consciousness, she sat 
alone, timing the period again 
and ag ain on the kitchen rJnck 

She could not bear the 
thought that there was time for 
realisation and terroc and time 
for pain. “But a large plane like 
that does not just break up in 
a few seconds and our senses 
are designed to take things in 
so quickly,” she says. 

Unlike many of the rela- 
tives, she found no comfort in 
the return of Flora's belongings, 
or the grave stone erected fbr 
her daughter on their beloved 
Skye, overlooking the water in 
which she once paddled “I 
cannot find Flora in stone," 
she says. “She was such a free 
spirit and her death was such 
a waste of all the energy and ef- 
fort she put into life.” 

The former religious educa- 
tion teacher prefers not to talk 
about her post-Lockerbie reli- 
gious convictions. But clearly 
they are shaken. 

Every day she confronts the 
dead weight of grief, while pre- 
senting as positive a face as 
possible for her children. 
Wffliam was only 16 when Flora 
died Her husband meanwhile, 
rides a never-ending emotional 
roller-coaster. 

This week he is on a high, for 
these are encouraging times. In 
the early years Margaret 
Thatcher would not even see 
the relatives of those who died 
let alone grant their request for 



Jim and Jane Swire (right) lost their daughter Flora, shown here in a painting, at the age of 2-1 in the Lockerbie blast 10 years ago 


a public inquiry. Now the US 
and British governments are 
backing the proposal for Scot- 
tish justice to be exercised on 
foreign soil. 

Jim doubts the Libyans 
killed his daughter but believes 
their trial will open “other av- 
enues". A can of worms, he is 
sure, is about to be prised open. 
After his meeting earlier this 
month with Tony Blair he be- 
lieves the Government will 
grant the investigation into se- 
curity and intelligence that the 
families have been campaign- 
ing for for years. 


Jim's high is a mixed bless- 
ing. His wife is pleased that he 
is happy. But if the trial comes 
to nothing a deep depression 
will almost certainly follow. 

They have been there before. 
But for now there is hope, and 
for Jim. at least, gallons of 
soothing, reassuring media in- 
terest. 'The media have some- 
times been my only friends," he 
says. “And I've learned you al- 
ways have to be available for 
them . .. The worst thing would 
be if they lost interest." 

So all day journalists have 
trooped through Jane's kitchen. 


mainly to see Jim and take pic- 
tures of the huge painting of 
Flora by the father of the Amer- 
ican boyfriend she was flying to 
visit. The portrait shows the 
adult Flora. Jim describes as a 
stunning combination of “brains 
and beauty”, on the brink of a 
promising medical career. 

Even at 9pm. tools can be 
heard buzzing from a distant 
room. Jim's activity seldom 
ceases, though as a doctor he 
knows this may be dangerous 
grief displacement. He is re- 
pairing a mirrored candle hold- 
er he designed flve years ago to 


mount 270 candles to mark 
Lockerbie's fifth anniversary. 
On Monday at the British rel- 
atives’ commemoration ser- 
vice at Westminster Abbey it 
will be used again. 

In the past 10 years the 
numbers of families attending 
public commemorations have 
dwindled. Some prefer to mark 
the day in private. But deaths 
from stress-related illnesses 
have also reduced numbers. 

Families have also split. As 
grief took them on different 
paths, Jane admits even she 
considered leaving. But she 


reached the conclusion that 
everyone reacts differently. She 
is proud Jim’s energy and 
courage have taken the cam- 
paign so far What else but ab- 
solute commitment could bring 
about even the possibility of a 
trial. But who could blame her 
If she would rather it had been 
someone else's husband. 

The relatives are gathering 
at Westminster to take the heat 
off Lockerbie. It is no secret that 
many in the town would like to 
move on. Jane will be at the 
Westminster service. “But it is 
for Jim's sake that I will go," she 


Graham Trott 


says. “In a terrible situation like 
this you just help each other 
survive. Because really that is 
all you are doing . . . surviving.” 

There is no upbeat end to 
this story. Little appears to 
have brought the Swires real 
comfort since their daughter's 
unnecessary death. Time has 
not healed. 

Jane says journalists, like 
her husband, are more com- 
fortable with the campaign 
story than a sadness which 
has no end. “Even a conviction,'' 
she warns, “is no cure for 
grief” 
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Whips conspired to score direct hit on democracy 


THE GOVERNMENT’S whips be- 
haved disgracefully during the de- 
bate on the Iraq conflict The result 
was. of course, a foregone conclu- 
sion and. in any case, a lost vote 
would not have mattered since the 
debate was held on the technical 
motion no adjourn”. 

But by failing to supply tellers 
when the Deputy Speaker put the 
question, the division was can- 
celled. As a result, on an issue with 
profound moral, ethical and na- 
tional dimensions, the Labour dis- 
senters were prevented from 
registering their protest 

This seemed even more as- 
tounding given Tony Blair’s inter- 
vention, in which he reminded 
George Galloway, one of his lead- 
ing critics, that the MP for Glas- 
gow Kelvin was fortunate to be able 
to speak a gains t the Government 
in a way denied to opponents of Sad- 
dam Hussein’s regime in Iraq. 

The viciousness with which 
Labour treated Mr Galloway, Tony 
Berm and others was demeaning to 
Parliament Any MP should sure- 
ly be allowed to speak and vote as 
he or she pleases on such an issue, 
however unpopular their argu- 
ments. And there can be little ques- 
tion that Tory business managers 
conspired with Labour whips in 
this ploy. 

The worst Labour lap dog was 
the surprising figure of Dale Camp- 
bell Savours, who once enjoyed a 
reputation as a parliamentary ter- 
rier Now reduced to abusing Tam 
Dalyell be claimed that it was out- 
rageous for MPs even to argue 
about the issues. Mr Dalyell Mr 



THE WEEK IN 

Westminster 

MICHAEL BROWN 

Galloway and Mr Berm may be 
folly paid-up members of the awk- 
ward squad but their records of de- 
fending freedom and democracy 
are better than most of those in 
Westminster 


I ATTENDED the right-wing No 
Turning Back Group annual Christ- 
mas dinner in honour of its presi- 
dent, Baroness Thatcher on the 
evening of the final Lords debate 
on the European Elections BilL 
Voting, however, came before old 
cronies for the former prime 
minister. 

Hardly had she swallowed a 


mouthful of turkey than she swept 
off into the night to attend the 
Lords for a division, desperate to 
give a final kick to proportional rep- 
resentation before the Bin auto- 
matically becomes law under the 
Parliament Act. 

Cheated of the opportunity of 
hearing replays of their heroine’s 
past glories, the Hay MPs went bade 
to the Commons for the 10pm vote. 
Three former members, defeated at 
the election but invited for dd time’s 
sate, stayed behind to enjoy a 
brandy, only to find themselves 
joined ty the redmrringLa^yThahfo- 
er 7 who forced them to endure an 
harfongmonotoguei encompassing 
Europe, the EaDdands War and, of 
course, the Pinochet case. 

Her greatest ire was reserved for 
Jack Straw, the Home Secretary. 
Clearly, she retains strong memo- 
ries of the trouble he caused her 
when she was education secretary 
(“Milk Snatcher Thatcher 0 ) and 
be was Hie president of the National 
Union of Students nearly 30 years 
ago. Sadly, there was not a word out 
of turn about w niinm Hague. 


MARTIN BELL, the Independent 
MP for Tatton, is concerned about 
the threat to democracy posed by 
the Registration of Political Parties 
Act, which has just reached the 
statute book. 

Mr Bell has received a letter 
from the Registrar inviting him to 
register as a political party. Under 
the Act he is not allowed to regis- 
ter as “independent” and asira 
what he is expected to do. ‘'What 



irari 


Portillo’s dashing greetings card scene which could be a portent for events next year 


else should 1 be? The Tatton Park 
Party the flat Earth Party or the 
Khutsford Heath Party? It doesn't 
make sense,” he says. 

Mr Bell’s principal concern was 
fm - independent-minded members 
of established parties. From now on 
it will be against the law to stand 
as independent Labour; indepen- 
dent Conservative or independent 
Liberal Democrat The provision 
prohibits the right of an individual 
who has fallen out with his party to 
stand as an independent member 


of that party, which would, for ex- 
ample, stop Ken Coates from stand- 
ing for the European parliament 
next year as an independent 
Labour candidate. The Act also ap- 
plies to local government 
Mr Bell believes space must be 
given to free spirits, independent- 
minded people and people outside 
the system. “They do not threaten 
the system but reinforce it by 
adding legitimacy to the members 
of established parties who get elect- 
ed,” he says. 


The Government, unsurpris- 
ingly, disagrees. According to 
George Howarth, the Home Office 
minister; “the conjunction of the 
words ‘independent’ and ‘party’ is 
probably a tautology”. And there 
was no hint of irony in his voice. 


THE SO-CALLED “free vote” on 
modernisation turned out to be a 
farce with Labour whips patrolling 
the entrance to the division lobbies. 
All Labour MPs, except the former 


chief whip Derek Fasten voted to 
begin morning sittings on 
SfTwhne Conservator^ 
against the proposal- There wm 
rarely be votes on Thuredays^jj 
with Prime Ministers Question 
Time now on Wednesdays thereis 
littie reason for MPs to staymWefj 

minster beyond Wednesday 
evening. 

During the debate there was 
also growing concern over a pro- 
posal to consider the introduction 
of a “main committee - AH MPs 
would be members of this com- 
mittee which would sit in parallel 
and at the same time as the 
cham ber to consider nan-contro- 
versial legislation and select com- 
mittee reports. 

The proposal is modelled on the 
Australian parliament Although 
there was no formal recommen- 
dation before the House it is the in- 
tention to return to the proposal. 
Given that the chamber is already 

empty most of the time, a “main 
committee" will provide yet another 
way of neutr alising the mother of 
parliaments. 


as 1 finish this column, William 
Hag ue’s gruesome Christmas card 
fe a turing a lonely shepherd leading 
seven sheep across a snowy wilder- 
ness under a black threatening 
sky arrives in the same post as 
Michael Portillo’s colourful 17- 
inch scene of a Sienese general rid- 
ing victoriously towards his 
palazzo. A portent of things to 
come next year, one can’t help 
wondering. 



Hill'?":" 

COMPUTERS 


M STORES OPEN 8* 'TIL.. 

lOPM 

SUN 11 'TIL 5PM 

SCOTTISH STORES SUN 10 'TIL 6PM. BELFAST S'JN 1T!L 6PM. 

• AVOID THE CROWDS 
• AVOID THE TRAFFIC 
• EASY PARKING 


%-yj is 


r J 

W S '”' v n* 


Ww 


tteN 



INTEL’ CELERON™ 266 MHz Processor, 32Mb 


||g®] 

FTi.i'i'.'il 





Portillo p* 

wants a ^ 

moderate ' m!an t 

campaign la wful 


;} 111 dll t 




pxuiil'V.-'; ■ r"** d' 


INTERNET-READY P 
266MHz| 
PROCESSOR, 32Mb ! 
WINDOWS 98 


& E-MAIL SERVICE 

TO OUR CUSTOMERS 


PRY 

DEC '99* 

{lMte»n#4 


INTEREST 

FREE! 



mm 


KM 


► 32ttSDM*waWfcto2S6Jffl 

► 1281 OB drip cnie 

► 13Gb DSM Hard Dfak Drive 

► 56JttpVoka/faJl«fa 

► 32x Speed flax (D BOM Drin 

► IS' SVGA Cakar Roota 
16" brtegrated AGP 3D Wvfnrs Atakndor 

;> . ] 4Jtt VUm BAM ififeig AH Rsge Pro 
Tnbatiripset 

► btaijnrted Wive 32 Saa&fota (sapatibie 

► Srihml^yricBlUianKWiAiTU 

Ba^*EbafcEHKaS^S)tabM|<HirhM 


. *v* - — - ▼*-* » •> * 'A. 
** rV 2J*' '«*♦ V ' s4 V 




-JV-j - d - v-' • 

A V,.. * d _ - 


► 64ft IMNfaSORU 

► 5in<Hk 

► MaUDMJfaN Desk Drive 

► 56ifflps Vokt/fax Hods 

► 32i Sped Hu CD ROR Drin 

► 15' SVGA (oinr Haaitor 

► ACP BrqHa farfsring ATI Sage Pft (2x) 
(Upset wttfc 8tt SD BAA 

► WmtriUe 64 3D Sandari 

SeAwnlSes kUs kiUh* KihfavuK 
ter mis ErtftB BMkk; HB ShdyMr 
e U, b a tek n be m c st*b te«i a 



MICHAEL PORTILLO warned 
fellow Eurosceptics yesterday 
that their campaign against 
tiie single currency could be 
blunted by their resorting to 
extremism. 

The former Tory cabinet 
minister told a conference of 
Europhobe groups in London 
that potential supporters of the 
campaign could be “driven 
away through the use of 
extremist language”. He 
described himself as “one who 
has not always spoken moder- 
ately in the past”. 

The motives of the founding 
fathers of the Treaty of Rome, 
who aimed to rid the continent 
of wars, were “understand- 
able”, he said. But he warned: 
“It is complete folly to believe 
that you will abolish extreme 
nationalism in Europe by abol- 
ishing nation states in Europe. 
When we risk creating again a 
lack of democracy and causes 
of contention and grievance in 
Europe, that is dangerous not 
just for Britain but for all our 
continent" 

Mr Portillo was speaking at 
the launch of the Congress for 
Democracy, which has been 
set up to seek to bring together 
the many groups who oppose 
the single currency. The 
groups’ impact has been weak- 
ened by divisions and rivalries 
amongst themselves. 

The organisers included 
Labour MP Austin Mitchell 
and Sir Michael Spicer, a Tory 
MP and leader of the European 
Research Group. This has been 
at odds with the rival European 
Foundation headed by Bill 
Cash, another Tory MP whose 
presence at yesterday’s launch 


By Andrew Grice and 

SARAH SCHAEFER 

was seen as a hopeful sign 
that a united front might be 
forged against the euro. 

Sharp differences emerged 
during a debate on tactics. Pam 
Barden, from the Labour Euro- 
Safeguards Campaign, accused 
the Business for Sterling Group 
of “letting down” British trade 
because they were in favour of 
a single market when 80 per 
cent of British businesses were 
trading within Britain. “We 
want you to come out and say 
you want a flee trade area," she 
said. Similar criticism was 
voiced by Lord Ifearson of Ran- 
noch, a Tory peer and promi- 
nent member of the Global 
Britain Group. Bernard Jenkin, 

Tory MP for Essex North, cau- 
tioned the different groups that 
“everyone had axes to grind 
and packages to buckle". 

Peter Lewis, who organised 
the campaign for a referendum 
on the Maastricht treaty, 
added: “We have to be focused 
and must be disciplined ... oth- 
erwise they will always use a 
the argument it is us against ■ 
them and we will lose it." 

About 250 representatives 
from 50 organisations, including 
trade unions, political parties 
and pressure groups, agreed a 
statement warning that the sin- 
gle currency was “designed to 
bring about political as well as 
economic union" and would 
mean interest, exchange and 
t« rates being set by institu- 
tions not accountable to the 
British people. They agreed to 
mount “a national camp aign fo 
defence of sterling". 


British fishermen’s * 
quota shows net loss 


THE GOVERNMENT won con- 
cessions on several smaller 
fishing quotas last night, to 
compensate for big reductions 
in Britain’s right to exploit tra- 
ditional stocks. 

After 17 hours of negotiations 
in Brussels. Eliot Morley Fish- 
eries Minister, won agreement 
for a deal he estimated was 
worth £30ra more for Britain’s 
fishing industry than the Eu- 
ropean Commission’s proposal 

However Mr Morley did ac- 
cept swingeing cuts in big quo- 
tas, including those for herring 
off tiie west coast of Scotland 
and haddock in the North Sea. 

In both those cases Britain 
agreed with the commission’s 
scientific advice that the re- 


By Stephen castle 
in Brussels 

ductions were vital to conserve 
fish stocks for future years 
However, there was no attempt 
to disguise the fact that the quo- 
tos for next year will leave 
jpaay of the country’s 10,000 
off. and the 
higher prices. 
vidlS 6 fi f^ g m( histry was di- 
rt*™ on the deaL Hamish Mor- 
kl' the Scottish 

225 ?" * Federation. de _ 

ButR? Ule ^ ts 88 "disastrous”. 

chief executive 

Rsh^J^° nal deration of 

Fishermen s Organisations, said 
against ... extreme proposals". 
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Mother fights 
dynasty in 
Spain for son 


. : d 


A WOMAN from London is bat- 
tling to win back her young son 
from members of one of Spain’s 
most influential families who 
took the boy away from her. 

Joanna Atfield fell for Daniel 
Mazin, a talented and fasci- 
nating Spanish businessman. 
She moved in with him and they 
had a baby, now aged two and 
a half. The relationship, always 
stormy, faltered during the 
pregnancy and collapsed soon 
after the birth. 

Now Mr Mazin wants sole 
charge of the child and to stop 
Ms Atfield seeing him. On 23 
October, in what she says was 
a carefully planned operation, 
Mr Mazin took their son out of 
nursery school in Madrid and 
she has not seen or spoken to 
the boy since. She says her 
struggle to keep her son in her 
life is “psychological torture”. 

Mr Mazin is arguing, 
through his lawyers, that Ms At- 
field is mentally unstable and 
an unfit mother. Devastated 
and vulnerable in a foreign 
land, she fears losing her son 
for ever. 

On 2 December she went to 
court to seek interim measures 
to get her son back until the 
question of legal custody is re- 
solved but the judge acfiourned 
the hearing for social and psy- 
chological reports. 

Ms Atfield, 34, says the odds 
are stacked against her be- 
cause Spanish law gives the fa- 
ther equal claim, irrespective of 
which parent is the main caret; 


By Elizabeth Nash 
in Madrid 

and because while she comes 
from a modest home near 
King’s Cross, the wealthy and 
discreet Mazin family is one of 
the most powerful in Spain. 

Daniel Mazin’s father, Max, 
is leader of the country's Jew- 
ish community, a pioneer of 
Spam's entrepreneurs’ associ- 
ation, and a major sharehold- 
er in a big hotel chain and a 
dutch of property companies. 
The family is linked by mar- 
riage and friendship to Spanish 
nobility and members of Jose 
Maria Aznar’s conservative 
government. 

Until shortly before he took 
their son, Daniel Mazin worked 
for an old friend of his father’s, 
the international commodities 
millionaire Marc Rich. Mr Rich 
Qed the United States for 
Switzerland after he was in- 
dicted by a Federal grand jury 
in New York in 1983 on charges 
of tax evasion, racketeering 
and partidpating in illegal oil 
deals with Iran. 

“The Mazins are now saying 
I got pregnant deliberately to 
trap their son, which I didn't It 
was an accident. But I knew 
immediately I wanted that 

child" 

Lacking money and power- 
ful friends, Ms Atfield says she 
feds “absolutely trapped. If I go 
quietly, HI never see my son 
again. If I fight, I'm afraid they’ll 
destroy me. It's like David and 
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Woman to sue over 
unlawful sacking 


A WOMAN dismissed after tak- 
, mg two years off in maternity 
'• ^&ve and with pregnancy com- 
plications is to seek six-figure- 
compensation from her former 
employers, who were yesterday 
found to have been guilty of sex 
discrimination. 

In a key test of the rights of 
working women, the Court of 
Appeal dedded IGE Medical 
Systems, a US company, acted 
unlawfully when it sacked Mar- 
ion Halfpenny. The ruling dar- 
ifiqsl the position of women who 
complications in preg- 
nancy and problems such as 
post-natal depression and then 
want to return to work 
Yesterday Mrs Halfpenny 
said: “This is the best Christ- 
mas present I could get I am 
ecstatic with the result - the 
injustice of my case was the 
motivation behind my decision 
to take legal action.” 

Mrs Halfpenny 39, of Broad- 
bottom. Cheshire, became 
pregnant in 1994 and took paid 
sick leave from August of that 
year until March 1995, when her 


By Barrie clement 
Labour Editor 



In September 1995 she told 
managers she would be back by 
the end of the following month. 
But on 13 October she asked for 
a postponement because she 
had post-natal depression but 
her employers refused to 
extend her leave beyond 27 
November. When Mrs Half- 
penny was unable to return on 
that date, IGE said her contract 
was at an end. 

She went to an industrial tri- 
bunal, which ruled in favour of 


Marion Halfpenny: Wants 
six-figure compensation 

the employer on grounds she 
had not returned to work and 
therefore was not employed 
and could not be dismissed. 

The Employment Appeals 
Tribunal agreed with the lower- 
court decision. The company, 
which has an equal-opportuni- 
ties policy; has registered its 
intention to appeal to the Lords 
against yesterday’s r uling . 

Clare Hockney, principal 
legal officer with the Equal 
Opportunities Commission, 
which backed the case, said the 
Court of Appeal's ruling was a 


“landmark decision’’ and would 
have a big impact on many 
other female employees. 

“Mrs Halfpenny was excep- 
tionally hard working and a 
long-standing employee,” Ms 
Hockney said. “Her sickness 
record was excellent until she 
became pregnant Unfortu- 
nately she suffered illness dur- 
ing pregnancy and post-natal 
depression. As soon as she 
became well enough, Mrs Half- 
penny made strenuous efforts 
to return to work All she want- 
ed was to be treated the same 
as any other employee ” 

The court was told that a 
male employee who had been 
on long sick leave had been 
treated more leniently than 
Mrs Halfpenny. 

Mrs Halfpenny is now study- 
ing law and wants to specialise 
in discrimination and employ- 
ment affairs. She registered her 
determination to seek damages 
for loss of earnings and injured 
feelings. Legislation imposes 
no upper limit on compensation 
for sex discr imina tion. 

In his ruling Lord Justice 
Ward said she was a “linchpin" 
in the Cheshire office of the 
company. Originally her 
employers were sympathetic 
and agreed to extend her leave, 
but eventually management 
said that she could not have her 
job back In doing so, IGE was 
deemed to have dismissed her 
unfairly. The judges also found 
it amounted to sex discrimina- 
tion, because her treatment 
was less favourable than that of 
a male colleague. 
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Goliath, they're out of my 
league.” 

She met the father of her 
child at a party in March 1994. 
“Fbr me it was love at first 
sight,” Ms Atfield said, de- 
scribing Mr Mazin as a brilliant, 
volatile person overshadowed 
by his father. 

When she became pregnant 
in September 1985, she ac- 
cepted the family's proposal 
that she convert to Judaism. 

“I tried everything to make 
the relationship work and I 
have great respect for Daniel’s 
father. I spent two hours every 
day with the rabbi in the syna- 
gogue that Max had built in 
Madrid Then in December, I 
went to Jerusalem to complete 
the studies, and came back 
converted But Daniel detested 
me the more pregnant I got” 

In March 1997, nine months 
after the baby was bom, Mr 
Mazin moved out of the home 
they shared to a fiat nearby that 
his mother found in one of 
Madrid's most distinguished 
squares. 

“He would come round, 
flanked by members of the 
family, insisting on taking my 
baby away for visits. It broke my 
soul” 

Pressed by the Mazins, she 
attended a number of psychi- 
atric clinics in London, New 
York and Arizona, recom- 
mended by Daniel Mazin's own 
psychiatrist. “I thought it would 
help improve matters with the 
family" The Mazins have sub- 



Joanna Atfield at her mother's home in King’s Cross, London, calls the struggle to keep her son in her life ‘psychological torture’ Neville Elder 


milted to court a damning re- 
port from one clinic as evi- 
dence that she is mentally 
unstable. “But I never wanted 
to go to these clinics. It’s true 
I lost it sometimes and shout- 
ed and screamed. But it wasn’t 
because I was ill, but because 


they were tormenting me." 

Ms Atfield’ s lawyer, Jaime 
Sanz de Bremon. says the 
family obtained a medical re- 
port illicitly, without her au- 
thorisation. “This amounts to 
a violation of rights in Spain 
and it must be considered in- 


admissible evidence. The con- 
tent of that report, describing 
her as psychotic and addicted 
to caffeine, alcohol and nico- 
tine, is anyway open to ques- 
tion. 

Joanna is not mentally un- 
stable, according to an inde- 


pendent psychiatrist who has 
seen her. She got into a ner- 
vous state because her per- 
sonal circumstances were 
made so unbearable.” 

In Spanish law. Mr Mazin has 
the legal right to take the child. 
Ms Atfield's lawyer said, “but in 


human terms, his action is 
completely unjust”. Daniel 
Mazin’s lawyer, Cristina Pena, 
said yesterday: “I’m bound by 
a code of professional secrecy 
and I can't talk to anyone un- 
related to the case." Daniel 
Mazin did not return calls. 
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Revenge 

killings 

terrorise 

Kosovo 


KOSOVO SEEMS poised to 
endure a terrifying Christmas, 
marked by tit-for-tat killings, 
kidnappings, knocks on the 
door at night and carjackings 
on lonely country roads. 

Yesterday, the body of the 
deputy mayor of the town of 
Kosovo Polje was found 
dumped on a road near the 
town. Zvonko Bqjanic, a Serb, 
was dragged from his home in 
a nearby village by armed gun- 
men on Thursday night 

The murder wfli send a shiv- 
er up the spines of the 
province's fast dwindling Ser- 
bian community of about 
200.000. surrounded as they 
are by almost 10 times as many 
Albanians. 

Kosovo Potje is one of the few 
towns in the province with a 
large Serb population, and its 
name carries great resonance 
with Serbs as the site of the 
Battle of Kosovo in 1389, the 
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by Marcus tanner 

most important date in Serbs' 
national consciousness. 

The abduction conforms to 
a growing pattern. After the fail- 
ure of an armed uprising 
against Serb rule in the spring, 
and its brutal suppression by 
the Serb mflitaiy, the province’s 
Albanian majority is turning to 
a war of attrition, killing local 
Serb officials and even civilians, 
instead of confronting the 
armed might of the Serbian 
state head on. 

Earlier this week gunmen 
burst into a cafe frequented by 
Serbs in the western dty of Pec, 
and gunned down six men. 

The sporadic killings, re- 
ported to be the work of the an 
Albanian guerrilla force called 
the Kosovo liberation Army, 
are, as ever, meeting a violent 
response from the Serbian se- 
curity forces. 



Kosovo Serbs show pictures of missing relatives. Tit-for-tat killing s and kidnappings have undermined the province's fragile truce Reuters 


At the weekend the Serbs an- 
nounced they had killed 36 
Kosovo fighters on the border 
with Albania proper Yester- 
day they were reported to have 
sealed oft sections of the dty of 
Pec and the nearby village of 
Glodjane and to have killed at 
least two Albanians. 


In annthwr e ff o r t to bolster 
Belgrade's hold over Kosovo, 
the government yesterday pre- 
vented the publication of the 
province’s main Albanian lan- 
guage daily, Bujku , under a 

np"cg info rmatio n law pa ss e d \n 

October against media 
deemed threatening to Serbia’s 


constitutional order. The law 
has been used extensively in 
Serbia proper to muzzle oppo- 
nents of the government of 
President Slobodan Milosevic, 
Serbia’s ruler since 1987. 

The cycle of murders sug- 
gest strongly that the breath- 
ing space gained by an October 


truce brokered by the United 

S tates , a garnsf a backgro und <if 

th ne a te r» ed air strikes a gains t 
Serbia, is test dosing. 

That agreement, cobbled to- 
gether by the trouble-shooting 
US diplomat, Richard Hol- 
brooke, envisaged test progress 
towards discussions on Koso- 


vo's future constitutional status 
between the Albanians and the 
Belgrade authorities. 

Since then no talks have 
taken place, while the latest 
killing s on both sides make the 
prospect of dscussfous even be- 
ginning in the New Year look 
unlikely. 


Le Pen forces rivals to sit on the fringe 


Megret: The real Front’ 


THE FAR-RIGHT National 
Front symbolically and pub- 
licly divided into two parties 
yesterday, confirming a 10-day 
old schism which now seems ir- 
reparable. 

Jean-Marie Le Pen, the 
party's founder president, and 
his internal rival, Bruno Me- 
gret, “met" for the first time 
since the NF imploded. They 
each took their seats in the re- 


By jorn Lichfield 
I n Paris 

gional assembly for Provence, 
the Alps and the Cfrte d’Azur in 
Marseilles. Previously, they 
had sat side by sida Yesterday 
they sat apart, proudly avoiding 
one another’s gaze, and sur- 
rounded by their respective 
supporters. 

At Mr Le Pen's insistence. 


Mr Megret and 10 of the 37 NF 
regional councillors were made 
to sit apart from the rest of the 
group. Also at Mr Le Pen’s in- 
sistence, they sat to the far right 
of the assembly; even further to 
the right than the NF president 
and his loyalists. 

The battle between the two 
wings of the NF - the Le Pen 
loyalists and purists and the 
Mdgret modernisers -has been 


fought in part, with infantile 
pique of tins kind But it has also 
developed into a legal struggle 
for the party’s money and the 
party’s name. 

As Mr Megret put it The 
historic Front is them. Hie 
real Front is us. The problem 
now is to decide which of us is 
the legal Front” His support- 
ers say they have more than the 
20 per cent of signatures of NF 


members they need to call an 
emergency conference to de- 
ride the party's future. Mr Le 
Pen refuses to countenance 
such a meeting. The Me- 
gretistes will go ahead any- 
way and hold their congress at 
Marignane. north ofMarsriDes, 
on 24 January. It wiH almost cer- 
tainly declare Mr Le Pen de- 
posed and elect Mr Mdgret as 
head of his “real” NF. First in- 


dications from around the 
country are that the party has 
been carved down the middle. 

Although MrLe Pen took the 
majority of NF regional coun- 
cillors in the south, Mr Mdgret 
has the overwhelming majori- 
ty in Lorraine and exactly half 
in the Parte region. He also has 
two of the four NF mayors (in- 
cluding his wife) and more than 
half the NF national counriL 
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of Pans" 


BY JOHN LICHFIELD 

in Parte 

THE SMELL of the Metro - 
something between burnt air 
and rotting bananas - is a char- 
acteristic Parisian experience: 

as much a part of the dfyforvis- 
itors as the Eiffel Tower or the 

Champs Elys Ces. 

The magic formula is, or 
used to be, a delicate blend of 
scorched rubber, sweat and 
sewers. It also used to include 
the heavy scent of Gauloises 
and Gitanes, until cigarettes 
were banned from the Bans un- 
derground a decade ago. 

In recent years, that trade- 
mark aroma has deteriorated 
for other reasons. Some of the 
homeless people who spend 
their days in Metro stations 
treat the corridors and. even 
the platforms, as lavatories. 

The Rdgie Autonome des 
Transports Parisiens (RATP), 
which runs all public trans- 
port in the French capital, com- 
missioned an opinion poll to 
discover why Parisians were 
usmg the Metro less. A comma* 
reply was: “Ca pue.” (It stinks;? 

Hie company decided to put 
things right for the centenary of 
the Metro in 12 months' time. In 
an experiment launched yes- 
terday one station is being suf- 
fused with a scent, especially 
designed by one of the big 
French perfume workshops. 

The fragrance, described as 
having a "hint of spring flow- 
ers”, will be mixed with clean- 
ing agents and applied daily to 
the platforms, corridors and 
floors of the Invalides station. 
If successful, ft will be applied 
to all 366 stations mi the system. 

The RATP is also working on 
a more technologically ad- 
vanced solution: the use (f 
ultra-violet light to smash tne 
molecules han ging in the air 

which create bad odours. Either 

way the old Metro smell seems 
likely to go the way of berets 
and yellow car-headlights. An- 
other “exception Franchise" is 
about to disappear. 


Robin Win a 
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Italy’s earthquake victims left in limbo 
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By Frances Kennedy 
in Coifiorito, Umbria 

jpN THE thick fog it is easy to 
miss the entrance to the 
Coifiorito camp. At the gate is 
a prefabricated container with 
posters of Mickey Mouse in 
the windows and a sign saying 
•Welcome to the Disney Club". 
It is the one flash of colour in 
an uncompromisingly cold, 
grey panorama. 

Snow has been shovelled 
into neat piles along the grav- 
el paths that divide one clump 
of containers from another A 
central domed structure houses 
the electricity generator. Be- 
yond it, a large metal shed with 
a wooden crucifix and a no- 
ticeboard outside, doubles as 
church and community centre. 

The improvised village on 
the outskirts of Coifiorito, on the 
slopes of the Appenine moun- 
tains, provides shelter for 200 
people forced out of their 
homes by the earthquake that 
struck central Italy in Septem- 
ber 1997. They are facing a 
second Christmas in makeshift 
accommodation and are 
worried it will not be the last 

Further tremors over the 
past week have brought back 
bad memories and made them 
fear for their safety. While 
.*£ restorers are painstakingly 
piecing together art works in 
Assisi, reconstruction in the vil- 
lage of Coifiorito has not even 
begun. People fear they have 
been forgotten. The elderly are 
convinced they will end their 
days here and theyoung, if they 
can, are moving out. 

One of the lanes in the camp 
is called Via della Speranza 
(Hope Street). There, Angelo 
Forti 86. lives at number 53 with 
his Polish- Italian wife, Yadvga. 
A slight man with twinkly blue 
eyes, he makes me welcome in 
the tiny space that functions as 
kitchen-dining-llvingroom. On 
the walls are a Mussolini nos- 
talgia calendar, a faded photo of 
JjjVIr Ford as a young soldier and 
an assortment of icons and 
pictures of Our Lady. 

“That earthquake destroyed 
50 years of ray life. My three- 
storey house was turned into a 
pile of rubble. They just bull- 
dozed it away. I know they can't 
rebuild things overnight but I 
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Emergency housing near Coifiorito in the Ap pennies, where refugees from the 1997 earthquake are still waiting for government help to rebuild their lives Brian Harris 


don't want to die in this con- 
tainer," he said. 

Like many of his fellow camp 
dwellers, Mr Ford is sensitive 
about being seen as a victim. 
“"We don't want hand-outs, just 
a helping hand," he said, warm- 
ing his hands in front of a gas 
burner. “I bought that with my 
own money. My wife couldn’t 
survive another winter with 
the electric heaters we had" 

Much of Mr Fbrti's pension 
goes to pay Dora. A plump 
woman with a wrinkled face and 
rough hands she cooks, deans 
and helps him look after his 
wife, who is seriously disabled 
after a stroke. 

The earthquake that ripped 


through Umbria and the neigh- 
bouring Marche region de- 
stroyed Dora’s dream. She and 
her husband worked for 15 
years at the Flat plant in llirin 
and were planning to retire to 
Coifiorito. 

“We had finished renovating 
our old house in late August and 
were waiting for our furniture 
to be sent down from Turin. 


After the quake it was declared 
unsafe. We put all our savings 
into that house so even with a 
government grant it will be dif- 
ficult to rebuild." She com- 
plains that her daughter; who is 
16. already suffers pains in her 
joints because of the cold. 

The situation in Coifiorito is 
similar to that in other camps 
scattered throughout the 


Appenines. The series of 
quakes that struck central Italy 
originally left 10,000 people 
homeless, though many slept 
outside their houses for fear 
rather than necessity. Today 
those whose houses suffered 
minor damage have gone back 
home, while others are staying 
with relatives or taking advan- 
tage of a government rent 


grant. The people left in the 
container camps are those who 
have no other option, more 
than 30 per cent of them elderly. 

The Coifiorito camp organ- 
ise!; Dante Amid, a postman, 
says the older residents are like 
uprooted plants. "They were 
used to a very active existence; 
tending their vegetable gar- 
dens, making their own wine. 


Anne Hanley meets the restorers of St Francis’ basilica and the Umbrians 
left homeless by the Assisi earthquake. Photographs by Brian Harris 


fixing the tractor. Now they 
don't know what to do with 
themselves. I am not saying this 
causes them to die but it cer- 
tainly doesn't help them to live." 

Camp life for children is not 
much Kin either The Disney 
dub, complete with Pocahontas 
tent, hundreds of videos and an 
enormous television, was a do- 
nation. This Christmas there 
will be more gifts of toys and 
dothes but space inside ttie pre- 
fabs is at a premium. 

“We wotft be putting out our 
Christmas crib and we wont be 
having a big f amil y dinner be- 
cause there isn’t room," said 
Anna, as she mopped the Dis- 
ney dub floor prior to the 


afternoon playgroup. Anna's 
house was not destroyed but 
two rooms are unsafe so the 
{amity are not allowed back. 
“We have applied for funds but 
who knows when there will be 
a decision. It doesn't matter if 
the subsidy- doesn't cover the 
cost, as long as we can get 
approval to go ahead. Fbr now 
we are stuck." 

The first phase of the 
reconstruction provides gov- 
ernment grants of up to £20,000 
for people like Anna whose 
properties were only slightly 
damaged. 

The second and more com- 
plex phase involves linages 
that have been entirely or 
partly destroyed. Technicians 
have to assess geological sta- 
bility and safety factors before 
even considering architectural 
or aesthetic points. Only once 
this has been approved by the 
town councils and the regional 
authorities can individual pro- 
jects be put forward. Town 
planners say if they get things 
finished in five years they nil] 
be doing well. 

The concern here is that if 
the reconstruct] on takes too 
long, a village like Coifiorito 
which lives on agriculture and 
a few small factories, may drop 
off the map. 

Once a bustling centre it is 
now deserted. The state high- 
way that cut through town has 
been rerouted. There is a gap- 
ing 100-yard long hole where 
houses have been demolished: 
some are propped up with 
metal supports, others look un- 
harmed but closer inspection 
reveals buckled walls and bent 
staircases. One of the few 
undamaged buildings is the 
Pizzeria del Pecoraro <the 
Shepherd's Pizzeria) but pay- 
ing guests are a rarity these 
days. The owner, Bruno Ricci, 
an elderly version of the Marl- 
boro Man, with grey stubble and 
bloodshot eyes, is bleak. 
“Coifiorito is not dying, it’s 
dead. They've done nothing 
here and maybe there is no 
point” he says. 

“In the past there was a big 
jolt then a few tiddlers and it 
was all over. This time, the 
earth hasn't stopped shaking. 
The big one is still to come, 
mark my words." 
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Japanese debtors do a vanishing act 


THE LOAN sharks had been 
calling for weeks, but it wasn’t 
until they started talking about 
his wife that Yoshonari Sh- 
iozaki, the grilled octopus sell- 
er, decided that the time bad 
come to disappear 

“They kept making threats 
and saying they were going to 
take her away to work in a mas- 
sage parlour" be remembers. “It 
was just after the time when that 
company president was found in 
the mountains, murdered by 
the Yakuza [crime gangs]. I was 
afraid that I would go the same 
way or that they would get to my 
wife. On the day that the money 
was due, we did a yonige." 

The word means “night dis- 
appearance”, and in Mr Sh- 
iozaki’s case it was rather 
simple. "We hired a car and at 
midnight my wife, three chil- 
dren, mother-in-law and me 
just drove out of town. 

“All we could think about was 
dying We were driving along 
the expressway and my wife 
kept saying, ‘Suppose I turn the 
wheel right into the traffic in- 
stead of left?'" 

But the ShiozaMs reached 
Tokyo safely where they entered 
the statistics, not as suicides or 
traffic casualties, but among the 
growing ranks of the vanished. 

No one knows exactly how 
many Japanese choose to dis- 
appear, but the indications are 


by Richard Lloyd Parky 
in Tokyo 


that them numbers are growing. 
The Tokyo YeUow Pages con- 
tains dozens of advertisements 
for removals companies offer- 
ing euphemistic services such 
as "emergency moving" and 
“night-time removals". 

This week sees the first 
episode of a new television 
drama, based on a series of suc- 
cessful films, about the adven- 
tures of a firm of yonigeya - 
“night vanishers'', who help 
people in distress to escape 
without trace. 

Most of the real-life vanish- 
ers are reluctant to talk, but one 
small firm reports that one in 
20 of its moves are of people 
who want to disappear: 

In the old days, customers 
were often women, Seeing vio- 
lent husbands or lovers, or even 
eloping couples. These days, as 
in the case of Mr Shiozaki’s es- 
cape from bankruptcy and 
debts, the reasons for yonige 
are increasingly economic. 

“This kind of thing has al- 
ways gone on, but it became 
much more common when the 
bubble economy came to an end 
about four or five years ago,” 
said the manager of Ai-Ai De- 
liveries in Tolyo. 

These days, the typical 
yonige clients are families. “We 


take cash in advance,” says an- 
other remover: “If anyone 
comes asking what happened to 
them, we tell them they 
switched to another car before 
they got to their destination.” 

According to police statis- 
tics, there wasanper cent rise 
in the number of professionals 


last yean At the root of this 
alarming increase is Japan’s re- 
cession: this week the govern- 
ment’s survey of business 
morale showed that small and 
medium-sized manufacturers 
are more pessimistic than at aqy 
time since the polls began 31 
years ago. On top of this, Japan 
is a difficult country in which to 
suffer failure - not because of a 
lack of appropriate legislation, 
but because of social attitudes 
to debt and bankruptcy: 

“This is a country in which 
bankruptcy is regarded by 
many people as a crime,” says 
Seiichi Noguchi, who runs a vol- 
untary group for small busi- 
nessmen in financial trouble. 
“Nine out of 10 people have no 
idea about the legal measures 
which can be taken when a 
b usiness is foiling , and they 
don’t understand that bank- 
ruptcy laws exist to help re- 
structure a business.” 

Ten per cent of the people 
who consult Mr Noguchi have 
previously “vanished”. Half of 


them are single men, but half- 
HfeetheShiozakis -ara famiKre 

“People who disappear have 
a much harder time than those 
who stay and face up to their 
problems,” says Mr Noguchi, 
and the experience of the Sh- 
iozakis bears this out. 

After disappearing from 
their home in the cily of Nagoya 
in 1980, they began a new life in 
Tokyo, living in two small 
rooms. It was too dangerous to 
change their local residents’ 
registration, which would have 
alerted their creditors - but 
without it, it was difficult to find 
a school for the children. “For 
three years, we were always on 
edge and afraid that the Yfekuza 
would track us down,” Mr Sh- 
fozaki remembers. “Whenever 
I went out 1 wore dark glasses.” 

Eventually with much trep- 
idation, he decided to return to 
Nagoya, to apologise to his 
business partners and creditors 
- although as a precaution he 
waited until after most of his fi- 
nancial liabilities had expired. 

“I thought that they would 
spit on me and call me a fool, 
but the first thing they said was 
‘How are you, Shiozaki-san?' 
They helped me set up a new 
business, and Fm doing pretty 
well now. I realised that if you 
run away from something once, 
then you will be running away 
for the rest of your life.” 
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A growing number of Japanese families are choosing to flee rather than face up to their problems Rex Features 


POWER TOOL GIFT IDEAS FROM B&Q 


We’ll never 


Workbox FREE when 
you buy the Wizard 
Multi-Purpose Tool.” 


Bosch PSB500RE 
Hammer Drill 
500 watt, variable 


speed. 13mm 
keyed chuck. 


£49 


' 3&1 


MICHELLE ATKINSON, Customer Assistant, 
B&Q NORTHALLERTON 



FREE 


Black & Decker 
, Workmate 
f, Workbox WM450 

i (B&Q price £29.99) 
when you buy a 
Black & Decker 
Wizard Muttl«Fufpo$e 
Tort RT550KA^~^ - 




.95 


copy West, 
vows Jiang 


T8" Green Tool Box 
.. (B&Q price £14.99) 
when you buy any one of 
these 3 Bosch tools. 


Bosch Jigsaw PST550AE 

300 watt motor. Variable 


speed control. 




.99 


'HURRYP 

THIS OFFER 
END$~ 

V 24th DEC J 



Bosch Electronic 
Delta Sander PDA120E 

120 watt motor. Variable speed 
with speed pre-selection. 


£49 


.99 


' HURRY! > 

THIS OFFER 


\24th DEC 

Black & Decker ^ 
Wizard 1 Multi-Purpose 
Tool RT550KA 

For sanding, cutting, 
sharpening, engraving. 

Includes carry case 
and 118 accessories. 
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Black & Decker 
Corded Hammer 
Drill KIK 
650 watt 
keyless < 
variable 

Reveran 


Bfacke Decker 
Storage Case with 
Accessories A6999GB 
(B&Q price £19.95> 

. . when you buy 
one of these 
2 Block & Decker tools. 



CHINA'S PRESIDENT, Jiang 
Zemin, celebrated 20 years of 
economic reform yesterday 
with a vow that ‘‘from banning 
to end, we must be vigilant 
against infiltration, subversive 
activities, and separatist activ- 
ities of international and 
domestic hostile forces”. 

In the Great Hall of the 
People in Peking, set against a 
large golden hammer and 
sickle, Mr Jiang ruled out any 
shift from Communist ideology. 
“The system must not be shak- 
en, weakened or discarded at 
any time,” he said. “The West- 
ern mode of political systems 
must never be copied” 

Hiswords,onadaywbenthe 
country was congratulating it- 
self on the achievements of 
“socialism with Chinese char- 
acteristics", offered no sug- 
gestion that the leadership 
believe economic reforms may 
lead to a pluralistic system. On 
the contrary, Mr Jiang said the 
authorities must oppose the 
“hostile” forces “with a clear- 
cut stand and resolutely nip 
them in the bud”. 

lb that end, China on Thurs- 
day put on trial two leading dis- 
sidents, 32-year-old TOang%ucai 
and Qin Yongmin, 49. Both court 
hearings lasted just a few hours, 
and yesterday there was stfll no 
verdict or sentence. 

Human rights activists ex- 
pect the two men to receive 
heavy jail terms as punish- 


BY TERESA POOLE 

in Peking 


ment for their attempt to reg- 
ister an opposition group, the 
China Democracy Party- Both 
defended themselves and 
pleaded not guilty to charges of 
“inciting the subversion of state 
power”. Legal representation 
proved impossible after the 
police detained one lawyer who 
wanted to act for Mr Wang and 
gave Mr Qin only three days’ 
notice of his court appearance, sf 

Yesterday, Mr Jiang made it > 
dear that the Communist Party 
would accept no opposition, and 
that arty political reform must be 
“orderly and step by step" -and 
on the party’s terms. 

The 75-nrinute speech, before 
an audience of 6,000 top officials, 
was long on classic Chinese po- 
litical rhetoric and short on any 
vision for the next stage of re- 
form. The ruling Communist 
Party's policy of “seizing pas-- 
portunity, deepening refornKfj 
expanding, opening up, pro- 
moting development and main - 
taining stability is absolutely 
correct” Mr Jiang said. 

Twenty years ago the late 

Deng Xiaoping set China on the 
path of economic reform after 
decades of disastrous central 
planning and a series of tragic 
political campaigns. The “re- 
form and opening up" policies 
of Mr Deng transformed most 
people's lives. 


IN BRIEF 


Volcano threatens ice cap 

a VOLCANO has erupted under Europe’s biggest glacier; 
spewing smoke and ash miles into the sky and 
threatening to melt large parts of the ice cap. Scientists 
said the eruption in Vatnajokull on Iceland’s south-east 
coast, would not endanger populated areas. 


North Korean agent killed 


SOUTH KOREA demanded an apology after reporting its 
warships and fighters had chased and sunk an intruding 
North Korean vessel, killing at least one North Korean 
agent in a firefight off the southern coast The body of the 
armed North Korean agent was found close to where the 
vessel which resembles a dark speedboat was sunk 
before dawn in South Korean waters. 


Poles to open Communist files 


POLISH LEGISLATORS voted to override President 
AJeksander Kwasniewski's veto of a Bill that would allow 
victims of Communist-era repression to see their 
secret police files. Afterwards, Mr Kwasniewski’s 
lawyer said the President would now agree to sien the 
measure. ^ 


Flu bug disrupts Pope’s schedule 

THE: POPEhas come down with the flu at the start of the 
busy Christmas season and cancelled his audiences with 
toe Catholic patriarch of Iraq and a representative oftS 
iEF* The Pope ,S scheduled to celebrate 
midnight Mass on Christmas Eve 
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FOREIGN NEWS/19 


Voices of 

angels, 
lives of 
slaves 


A Week in the Life 

VIENNA BOYS CHOIR 








/ 


ITS 9.15AM and, just as they 
have done eveiy Sunday since 
1498, 24 child singers from the 
Vienna Boys Choir climb the 
spiral stairs of the tiny Impe- 
rial Chapel of Vienna's Hofburg 
Palace, former seat of the Hab- 
sburg rulers, and take their 
places in the choir gallery 

Outside, it is -5C and the 
quadrangle in front of the 
13th century church is like a 
skating rink. But the fiir- 
V wearing Viennese mass-goers 
'and intrepid Japanese tourists 
delighted to have secured tick- 
ets to hear the angelic voices 
at dose range are queuing. 

Disappointingly, the boys 
are concealed from view and 
the tourists have to crane their 
necks to catch a glimpse. The 
atmosphere is only slightly 
marred when a man enters the 
chapel afterwards, brandishing 
CD recordings of the choir. 


ELEVEN-YEAR-OLD Reinhard 
Gabriel in navy coat and sailor 
hat gets ready to go home for 
Sunday lunch with his father; 
Helmut Next year he sets oft 
jen a tour covering every major 
^European city, but Mr Gabriel 
says it’s worth it 
“Of course he misses us but 
even when he's in Vienna we 
only see him twice a week. And 
he has the right attitude. He will 
do it” The family has already 
made sacrifices for Reinhard by 
moving from Linz to Vienna. 


THE 18TH-CENTURY Augarten 
Palace, once a Habsburg res- 


idence, is now the boarding- 
school home of the choir. Be- 
hind its high walls the gardens 
and playing fields echo to child- 
ish shouts and the soft thud of 
snowballs hitting woolly coats. 
Inside the baroque palace, the 
school prindpal, Manfred 
Seipt, sits in his office, won- 
dering where the choir will get 
its next artistic director from. 

The truth is that 500 years 
after Emperor Maximilian I 
recruited 12 boys by decree into 
the royal musical household, 
this unique institution is in cri- 
sis. Its image took a battering 
three weeks ago when Agnes 
Grossman, the choir's first fe- 
male artistic director, said the 
boys were exhausted, over- 
worked. ruthlessly exploited 
for commercial profit and being 
robbed of their childhood. 

The claim shocked Vienna, 
provoking debate about what 
the choir represents. Linked to 
such figures as Mozart, Haydn 
and Schubert (who was in the 
choir), it has become a symbol 
of the city’s musical heritage. 
But with no state subsidy since 
the collapse of the empire in 
1918, it has increasingly had to 
rely on commercial activities. 

Miss Grossman, awarded a 
silver cross by the state for ser- 
vices to the arts, resigned after 
an internal feud about the 
length of foreign tours (typically 
two to three months) and the 
vulgarisation of the repertoire. 

It should not have been like 
this, on the choir's 500th an- 
niversary. A three-month US 
tour to overseen by Miss 
Grossman was an artistic tri- 



Painful 
cut to 
euro’s 
stork 


By Stephen Castle 
in Brussels 


he looks the picture of inno- 
cence today, but Euro-stork, the 
official logo of the single cur- 
rency. is hiding a painful secret 

It emerged yesterday that 
eariy drafts of the cartoon char- 
acter were altered, after com- 
plaints from Commission 
officials that the stork was 
sporting spherical objects some 
felt resembled male genitalia. 

The information directorate 
in Brussels quickly stepped in. 
removing them in time for the 
official unveiling of Euro-stork 
in front of the continent's media 
earlier this week. 

The revelation, already the 
subject of much amusement in 
the media in Brussels, has puz- 
zled observers, who argue that 
□either in life, nor in children’s 
literature, do storks have such 
prominent physical attributes. 




The Vienna Boys Choir is facing trying times following the shock resignation of its first female artistic director 


Rex Features 


umph. Music critics, worried 
about the decline in recent 
years, hailed the choir’s return 
to its serious musical heritage 
and original mission. Now all 
that is in doubt again 

Many parents are unset- 
tled and have taken up Miss 
Grossman's demands for a re- 
duction in tours and concerts. 
Fbr years they remained silent 
but now admit they are heart- 
broken to see their 10-year-olds 
disappear on tour for three- 
and-a-half months of the year. 


THE AUGARTEN is in festive 
mood as Christmas approach- 
es but there is a heavy sched- 
ule ahead of the boys in the 
Haydn choir; who are not on 
tour (the other three choirs 
are). Schoolwork has to be 
compressed into eight-week 


terms to fit in the travel but 
these are gifted boys, the elite 
of Austria's musical youth. 

Lucio Golio, a tutor, is play- 
ing part of Mozart's Corona- 
tion Mass on a grand piano. 
Five sopranos, in tracksuits 
and slippers, study their 
scores. Ludo makes them re- 
peat a difficult phrase over 
and over, crying “Bravissimor 
when they get it right Anoth- 
er group will go to the Vienna 
Opera House to take part in a 
performance of Puccini's 
Ibsca tonight Last night there 
was a special concert in the 
baroque salon of the Augarten. 
It's not exactly as it was in the 
days of Schubert In the recre- 
ation area, older boys are hud- 
dled over Gamebqys. A few 
more are watching skiing on 
television. Over the beds in the 
dormitories, Pamela Anderson 


and the Spice Girls adorn the 
walls. “They are normal boys," 
says Mr Seipt “We have even 
caught boys smoking” 

But few normal boys get 
flown to Germany to take part 
in a Christmas special of the 
country's most popular televi- 
sion show. Lionel Ritchie is 
supposed to accompany them, 
only he is struck down with 
hoarseness, leaving 20 milli on 
viewers disappointed Instead, 
the choir sings a jazzed-up 
version of “Silent Night". 

Television shows, CDs and 
other marketing tools are over- 
seen by the choir’s public rela- 
tions man, Daniel Landau. At 
the risk of introducing a note of 
kitsch, the directors have 
agreed to a new range of mer- 
chandise. Vienna Boys Choir 
T-shirts, pens and paper- 
weights are being tested. The 


teddy bear in the sailor suit is 
tipped to be toe big seflec There 
will soon be an Internet site. 


ON THURSDAY night the entire 
Haydn choir flies to the 
Netherlands for a big charity 
concert It is one of the rare 
moments when there is no 
choir boy on Viennese soiL 

Back in Vienna, Mr Seipt 
uses the following day to write 
the speech he will deliver on 
the night before Christinas 
Eve when the Bruckner, 
Mozart and Schubert choirs re- 
turn from New York and all the 
boys gather with their par- 
ents in the Augarten baroque 
salon to exchange gifts and 
sing “Adeste Eldelis”. 

“So many highs and one 
very big low” is how he sums up 
the past year. He will close the 


door when the boys have gone 
and think about how to undo the 
“huge damage” inflicted by 
Miss Grossman's outburst 

He is keen to keep many of 
her revolutionary ideas. The 
stuffy atmosphere and strict 
rules have been relaxed, the 
boys go home more often, girls 
are admitted to the kinder- 
garten and the parents have 
more rights. 

But the record companies 
and commercial concert or- 
ganisers have also tied them 
into long-term obligations. 
The joyous atmosphere at the 
New Year’s Day concert in the 
Hofburg will be tinged for 
many with the knowledge that 
many homesick months of 
1999 have yet to be spent trail- 
ing through the concert halls 
and hotels of the world. 

Katharine butler 




The stork, as adjusted 

One Brussels official said 
that the eariy draft was not 
deliberately drawn with geni- 
talia. but that the outline was 
“open to misinterpretation”. 

Euro-stork was designed by 
Wqjp Olsen, a cartoonist from 
Denmark, one of the countries 
which is not even taking part in 
the first wave of the currency. 

The bird features in a short 
film which is being made avail- 
able to television stations 
throughout the EU. In the film 
he lands, money pouch in beak, 
bringing the euro with him. 

Euro-stork is part of a pub- 
licity blitz that is costing around 
£35,000, but which has not been 
without other complications. 

Commission officials have 
had to limit the release of bal- 
loons celebrating the euro’s 
launch on New Year’s Eve to 
3,000, to comply with air traffic 
control regulations. They have 
also been embarrassed by 
green groups, who claim that 
the balloons may prove highly 
damaging to real bird life. 
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MOM! MOTOROLA MANHATTAN 

AN32A199 

• No contract bSi, monthly 
dragee ercraA check - fat buy 
women whoa you mm tfwn! 

• Tallctimo up to 300 Minute* 

• Standby up to 70 Heun 

• W number memory More 

• Account must be credited 
every 90 do/! 


staples low price 

£69!? 




MOOa BtICSSON K76S ANI3284 1 
■ No central, bill, monddy 
dunes or ndt chock- net buy 


• EIO on hme voucher indudod 

• Compact & styGdi handset 

• F1t££ Voice MaH 


STAPLES LOW 

^149 


EVERYTHING YOU 
NEED FOR 
A YEAR! , 


45 minutes of 
calls per month 


Voice Mail with 
1 touch access 


Connection to 
the One-45 
Time Plan 




Nobody offers a lower fare to Ireland than Stena Line. Dun Laoghaire from a competitive £149 return for a 
Travel by Superferry from Fishguard to Rosslare car and five people. It's also the perfect opportunity 
between 18 December 1998 and 6 January 1999 to take advantage of the incredible big brand. Duty 
for only £148 return for a car and five people. Free deals on board. With offers like these it's no 
Alternatively, take the Stena HSS from Holyhead to wonder we leave the competition in our wake. 






MODEL NO. MCMA 402 AN322T71 

• No contract, bik, wunlUy 
draw or cmeBt dude -rat buy 
voucher* whoa you mod tiioad 

• Tafldiim up to ISO Minutes 

• Standby up to 5 days 

• Changeable front cow option 
■ Colter D & Voice Mofl 


5TAPLES LOW PRIE 

*179 



staples LOW price 

£0099 

W INC. VAT 


ONE 2 ONE 'AIL IN ONE' MOBILE PHONE 

MOOR NO. NEVADA AN293110 

• 99 number memory store • Caller display 

• Talktime up to 135 minutes • Standby up fo 120 hours 

• 99 number memory store * Built-in loud speaker 


For full details call 

0990 70 70 70 

. or see vour travel agent 
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BUSINESS 


Briefing 



AMP poised to win NPI auction 

AMR the Australian insurance group is poised to win the 
bidding for NPI the mutual insurer which put itself up for 
sale three months ago. Barring unfbrseen last minute 
hitches a deal could be announced early next week. AMP is 
believed to have offered around £2.6bn pipping rivals CGU 
and Britannic who yesterday effectively conceded defeat 
Nprs 500.000 policyholders could be in line for windfalls 
averaging £1000. 

Logics on £60m spending spree 

LOGICA. the computer ser- 
vices group, yesterday 
splashed out over £60m on 
two acquisitions, taking its 
spending over tbe past few 
months to more than £100m. 
Logica is buying Aetbos Com- 
munications, a Bristol-based 
software group specialising in 
pay-as-you-go mobile phone 
systems, for £4 7m and DDV 
a Dutch telecoms and new 
media consultancy, for 
£I5.6m- Martin Bead. Logica 's 
chief executive (pictured), said the acquisitions reinforced 
Logica’s leading position in the telecommunications sec- 
tor Tbe deals, combined with an upbeat trading statement, 
helped boost Logica shares 17p to an all-time high of 527p. 

Corporate lending starts to slow 

LENDING to the private sector is beginning to slow as 
businesses cut back on borrowing according to official 
figures released yesterday. Lending of M4 - a broad 
measure of money supply - was just £1.5bn in November, 
the weakest figure since December 1996. Overall M4 grew 
by 0.2 per cent last month, taking the ann ual growth rate to 
8.4 per cent, the lowest since August 1995. 

Separately the British Bankers' Association (BBA) said 
total bank lending to the private sector rose by just £43 lm 
last month. According to the BBA, consumer borrowing is 
still strong, but there are signs of weakness in industry. 

Liffe opens to outside investors 

LifTe. the beleagered City derivatives exchange said 
yesterday it would change its rules to allow outside 
shareholders who are not members of the exchange to 
invest in the business. The move is part of chairman 
Brian Williamson's drive to turn the exchange from 
being a member-run organisation to one which is 
focused more clearly on profits. Liffe is cutting 600 jobs 
as it shifts from open outcry to electronic trading. 


STOCK MARKETS 


FTSE 100 


5 


DOW JONES 


9900 - 


3T00 


3600 - 



NIKKEI 





M T W T 


Indr* 


ChH 


Dei* Jonas bulea ami graph it Spn 

INDICES 

Change Qi«ngg<%) 52 utt Mgh 53 wli ln»Welit|%) 


FTSE 100 


57*1.90 56.70 >.00 6183.70 6599.20 3.27 


FTSETSO 


FTSE 350 


*711.20 15 30 0.33 5970.90 *2*7.60 6.90 


2703 60 23.30 0.89 2969.10 2210*0 3.51 


FTSE All Shan? 2607.39 22 18 0.86 2386.5; 21*3 53 3.57 


FTSE SmaHCap 2016.00 3.90 0 19 2793,30 133* *0 * .17 


FTSE Fledgling 1121,30 170 0.T5 T517.10 10*6.20 0.00 


FTSE AIM 


793*0 


FTSE 5BLOC 100 935 07 -6 IQ -0 65 


-ISO -<323 11*6.90 761.30 0.00 


Dow Janes 


Nlrkfil 


887 e.l* 2 32 0 03 9380,20 7 * 00,30 1.69 


1*196.29 67,30 Q.*S T 7352.95 1 2787.90 1.03 


Hang Sena 


Da. 


10226.23 1*2.32 1.*2 11926 16 65*4.79 3.05 


*629.23 -9*.5S -2.00 6217.83 3833.71 1.92 


INTEREST RATES 


SHORT STERLING 


UK 10 YEAR GILT 


IIS LONG BOND 




V- 


..A/ 



j \r 

W T VU T F 

M t W T F 

M 7 W T F 


MONEY MARKET RATES 

laden 3 meat* Yr chg l Year Yr chg 


UK 


6.38 -1.3* 5.7* -2.01 


■t Spin 

BOND YIELDS 

10 year Yr dig Long bond Yrmg 
*.*3 -1.88 *.30 -1.9* 


US 


5 23 -0.67 5.00 -1.03 


*.5S 


.5.03 


Japan 


Q.*9 -0 25 0.5* -0 18 I. *7 -0.** 2.16 -0.38 


Germany 3.32 -0.*3 J.18 -0.86 3.83 -1.** 


*.71 


-1.75 




C UiRREN C I ES 



S/E 



DM/£ 


¥/£ 








1 67(1 — 

X- 

-ST 


. 


/ 


"At - 

1.550 — 





V 




M 

r iv r 

F 


M I 

W T 

V 


M T W 

l r 


POUND 

M Spa Change 

Vr Age 



DOLLAR 

Spn Queue 

vr Age 

DoIIji 

1.6609 

+0.55C 1.6*51 

Sterling 

0.59*9 -0.1 9d 

0.6078 

D-Mark 

2.79*6 

+0.75of 2.97*3 

D-Mark 

1.6655 -O.IOdT 


Yen 

19*. 37 

-¥0*8 2T5S* 

Yen 

H5.63 -¥-0.67 


t Irrie. 

100.70 

+0.30 10*. 10 

S Index 

10*60 -0.20 

107.90 

U&r- :: MO THE R INDI CATORS 1 


CTasc 

a* 

Yr Ago 

Index 

Ch* Vr ago 

Mow flga 

Bnent Oil IS) 9.65 

0.11 

17.18 

GDP 11 5.40 

3.00 112.0* 

Dec 


§BW IS j90.*5 -1.30 287.00 RP1 16*.*0 3.00 159.61 D« 

Silver (Si * 9* -0.03 6 01 

www.bloomberg.com/uk 


Base Rates 6.25 7.25 

*at Spin 

SOURCE: BLOOMBERG 


TOURIST RATES 


Australia (S) 

2.6009 

Austria (schillings) 

18.96 

Belgium (francs) 

55.71 

Canada (S) 

2.5159 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.7970 

Denmark Ikrone) 

10.32 

Finland (markka) 

8.26*5 

France (francsl 

8.9598 

Germany (marks) 

2.7098 

Greece I drachma) 

*5*. 01 

Hone Kona (S> 

12.58 

Ireland (punts) 

1.0850 

Indian (rupees) 

6*. 33 

Israel (shekels) 

6.*618 

Jratv (lira) 

2685 

Japan (yen) 

1S9.03 

Malaysia (ringgits) 

6.1357 

Malta (lira) 

0.6076 


Mexican (rtuevo peso) 1 5.2 3 
Netherlands (guilders) 3.0389 
New Zealand (S) 3.0839 


Norway (krone) 


12.55 


Portugal (escudos) 275.36 

Saudi Arabia (rials) 6.1363 

Singapore IS) 2.6*87 

Spain (pesetas) 22930 

South Africa (rands) 9.6152 


Sweden (Krone) 


13.10 


Switzerland (Francs) 2.1923 


Thailand (bahes) 


56.25 


Turkey Hirasi) 


*97979 


USA (S) 


1.636* 


Fuf'l for fmrposes gnh 

Source. Thomas Cook 


FSA chief quits after boardroom rift 


RICHARD FARRANT, the chief 
operating officer of the Finan- 
cial Services Authority is inline 
for a £370,000 pay-off after a 
boardroom rift at the City- 
watchdog which will result in 
his leaving in January. 

Mr Earrant, the former chief 
executive of the Securities and 
Fbtures Authority, is the 

highest, r anking raynah y sq p re 

the organisation began opera- 
tions in June. 

One of three managing di- 
rectors sitting on the board 


By Andrew Garfield 
Financial Editor 

below chairman Howard 
Davies, he is only 15 months 
into a three-year contract and 
was on a salary of £210,000 a 
yean 

His departure will almost 
certainty be seen as as sign of 
thetenaonswithtfaeFSAasMr 
Davies seeks to weld the vari- 
ous organisations which it has 
replaced info a single regulator. 

Mr Ear-rant had a front-line 


role at the FSA and was in- 
strumental in ensuring that 
senior management at Bar- 
ings were held responsible for 
the failures that led to the 
bank’s collapse. 

However, he was widely per- 
ceived as having lost out to the 
more charismatic Philip Thor- 
pe, the New Zealander who 
ran Imro, tbe Investment Man- 
agement Regulatory Organi- 
sation, when the top jobs at the 
FSA were shared out 

While Mr Thorpe now heads 


toe enfor cement, dn risinn w hioh 

will be responsible for disci- 
piirtoig those who fell foul of the 
FSA’s tough code, Mr Fhrrant 
was given a less glamorous 
organisational role, which now 
wm be eliminated by the board- 
room reshuffle.. 

Mr Fan-ant said yesterday 
that following the FSA’s move 
to its new premises at Canary 
Wharf and the completion of the 

initial nf staff rwr iTifnwi» 

his job had been largely done. 
He said that he and the FSA 


chairman had been discussing 
far some time the possibility of 
moving into a new role handling 
the next stage of integration. 

However; he had decided 
particularly in view of his ex- 
perience when the old Securi- 
ties Association merged with 
the Fhtures Association to cre- 
ate the SFA, to step aside. 

Mr Farrant , 53, said that he 
had no other job to take up but 
would probably seek to remain 
within the fin^nniai services 
industry. 



Ri char d Farrant: In line 
for a £370,000 payoff 


Retailers fuel fresh 
gloom on high street 


By Nigel cope 
A ssociate City Editor 

THERE WAS a fresh crop of bad 
news from some of Britain’s 

largest retailer’s yesterday just 
a <hry after official retail figures 
showed that sales in November 
had been stronger than 
expected. 

Llttlewoods, the retail and 
football pods group, questioned 
the Government’s statistics 
and said its own experience 
showed that there had been “a 
marked slowdown in sales over 
die last two months”. 

Barry Gibson, Littlewoods 
chief executive said; “The Gov- 
ernment's [retail] statistics are 
notoriously unreliable. They 
often have to be revised a 
couple of months later. Our fig- 
ures show that things began to 
change in July and the con- 
sumers have stayed cautious, 
in spite of retail statistics com- 
ing down. The slowdown is 
across the board, across all 
our retail businesses." 

His comments echoed state- 
ments made by John Lewis, 
which said that its department 
store sales in the week to 12De- 
eember were “substantially 
short of estimates". The figures 
were 3 per cent down on the 
same week last year. 

Elsewhere, Harveys Fur- 
nishings, the textiles and fur- 
niture group reported flat 
profits for the six months to Oc- 
tober and underlying sales 
down 4.7 per cent in the same 
period Last year. While sales of 
smaller-ticket textile items 
such as bedding and curtains 
have proved resilient, furni- 
ture sales are down sharpty. 

"Big ticket merchandise like 
furniture are deferrable pur- 



Rod Templeman, Harveys Furnishings’ managing director: “My worry Is the feel-bad factor’ 


chases. People make do, " said 
Rod Templeman, Harveys 
managing director. “Con- 
sumers may change their 
habits when the new annual in- 
terest rate changes come into 
effect in January . But my 
worry is the feel bad factor. 
People are worried about losing 
their jobs and that will stop 
them spending." 

UNO, the rival furniture re- 
tailer, has also suffered. Its 
shares plunged 20 per cent to 
a new low of 32J5p yesterday. 


compared to their 272£p level 
at the beginning of the year Tbe 
shares fell on a weD-infbrmed 
market source that one of its 
largest institutional share- 
holders had sold its entire hold- 
ing of around 650,000 shares at 
just 20p, half the then market 
price. 

Littlewoods said it is now 
three years into a five-year re- 
covery plan but still has no in- 
tention to float the business. 
“We have no plans, not for the 
foreseeable ftiture unless the 


shareholders [the Moores fam- 
ily] change their minds." 

The comments came as 
littlewoods reported retail 
trading profits £5 .5m lower at 
£33.7m for the six months to Oc- 
tober. The high street Little- 
woods stores recorded a loss of 
£6.4m in the period after tbe 
sale of 22 of its stores to Marks 
& Spencer 

A restructuring programme 
is expected to deliver savings 
of £50m over the nest three 
years as it integrates head of- 


fice functions and de-layers 
management roles. 

The trial of stores under the 
Berkertex name will be 
dropped in January and all 
stores will continue to trade 
under the Littlewoods banner 
But the merchandise will be ad- 
justed to offer women's cloth- 
ing aimed at 35 to 65-year-olds. 

The agency mail order busi- 
ness recorded flat profits but 
losses were reduced by 10 per 
cent at the Index store and the 
Index Extra direct catalogue. 


Equities chief 
goes part-time 


PHILIP AUGAR, the head of eq- 
uities at Schroders, the City 
merchant bank, is to go part- 
time in the New Year; writes 
Andrew Garfield. 

Mr Augar, who joined 
Schroders four year ago from 
NatWest with a mandate to 
build up a UK and European 
equities capability for the firm, 
said he was taking time out to 
write a series of books about 
tbe City. 

He denied that the decision 
was linked to any plans by 
Schroders to cut back on the 
business. 

Mr Augar said: “We have de- 
livered all we set out to deliv- 
er. A personal decision is not 
any sign of reduced commit- 
ment. I hope to stay at 
Schroders as long as I am 
welcome." 

He added: “It would be odd 


to be quitting equities in a year 
when we have more than dou- 
bled our market share, led a 
major privatisation in the tele- 
coms sector, and moved into 
the top ten in the research 
rankings for UK and Europe." 
As chairman he will continue 
to run the equities business 
three days a week 

He raised eyebrows the 
length and breadth of the City 
when he left NatWest - which 
at the time was regarded as 
the one of the most powerful 
stockbroking firms in the City 
-after six years for a merchant 
bank which bad tried and 
failed to build up a UK equities 
business once before. 

Mr Augur; 46, plans to write 
two books: one on the impact 
of the “Big Bang” on tbe City 
and one on wider aspects of 
management 


Oil prices fall further as 
markets ignore Iraq raids 


THE CONTINUED bombing 
raids on Iraq failed to register 
in the financial markets yes- 
terday, where attention was 
firmly focused on the im- 
peachment vote in the US 
House of Representatives. 

Crude oil prices continued to 
flounder as it became apparent 
the raids had not halted the flow 
of Iraqi oil exports. 

Oil prices slid by 11 per cent 
in New Ybrk late on Thursday 
night while on London's In- 
ternational Petroleum Ex- 
change, February Brent crude 
dipped back below $10 a barrel 
in afternoon trade. 

Nick Stamenkovic, chief 
economist at Bank Austria 
Creditanstalt Futures, said: 
“With the suppty overhang and 
the weak global economy, the 
outlook for the oil price con- 
tinues to be poor." 


By lea Paterson 

Stock markets were unper- 
turbed by the strikes on Iraq 
and major European bourses 
dosed higher, spurred on by 
gains in Far Eastern markets 
overnight and a strong opening 
on Wall Street. 

In Londoa tbe FTSE-I00 
index broke through the 5,700 
barrier; dosing up l per cent at 
5,741.9, as fund managers em- 
barked on a year-end buying 
spree. 

One trader said: “It’s quite 
common for fund managers to 
start buying heavily at this 
time of year to fay and im- 
prove their showing by year- 
end." 

Bank stocks were among 
toe main gainers on tbe London 
Stock Exchange, while most oil 
stocks tracked crude prices 


lowec BP dosed down lop at 
878.5P, while Shell ended the 
day down 0.25p at 358p. 

For most financial markets, 
particularly the foreign ex- 
change markets, the main 
focus of attention was the im- 
peachment vote. 

Concern about the political 
future of President Bill Clinton 
weighed heavily on the dollar 
which had fallen another 1.3 yen 
to 115.08 yen by lunchtime in 
NewYbrk. 

Impeachment concerns also 
hit US government bonds for 
the second successive day, with 
the yield on 30-year TYeasury 
bonds up 2 basis points at 5.03 
per cent during afternoon WhiJ 
Street trade. 

Mr Stamenkovic said: “If 
President Clinton does get im- 
peached it will make the mar- 
kets even more nervous." 


Tote 

pulls out 
of the 
race for 
Coral * 

BY FRANCESCO GUERKERA 

CINVEN AND Morgan Gren- 
fell, the venture capitalists, last 
night were left neck-to-neck in 
the race for Coral after the Tbte 
withdrewfrom the bidding war 
for the betting shops chain 
being sold by Ladbroke. 

In a brief statement, the 
state-owned bookmaker said 
that Ladbroke had rejected its 
£375m offer for the 833 outlets. 

The bid is understood to 
have been for short of Cinven 
and Morgan Grenfell's offers, 
which are believed to be just 
under £400m. * . 

However, the Tote, whicn 
was backed by venture capi- 
talists Electra Fleming and 
Candoven said that it did not 
want to pay over the odds for 
Coral, the UK's second largest 
bookmaker 

A spokesman for the state- 
owned group, which is Britain's 
fifth largest bookmaker, said; 
“We have looked at Coral upside 
down and inside out but we 
realty think that [£375mJ was 
the most we could offer”. 

The bookmaker was und^ . 
stood to have already increased 
its bid from around £345m in an 
attempt to match the offers 
tabled by the two venture cap- 
italists. 

The Tote's withdrawal, the 
last trade buyer in the running, 
is set to trigger a final auction 
by the two venture capitalists 
groups. Sources dose to Lad- 
broke, which was forced to sell 
Coral by the competition au- 
thorities, yesterday saJtfhe 
bidders were locked in theust 
round of negotiations. 

The venture capitalists’ bids 
are believed to be fronted by 
racing figures. Cinven is 
thought to have the support of 
some of Coral’s existing man- 
agement while Morgan Gren- 
fell's has been rumoured to 
have enlisted Bob Green, a 
well-known bookmaker who 
used to head W illiam Hill. 

Industry experts believe that 
Cinven and Morgan Grenfell 
could raise their bids further 
putting a final price tag^ 
around £400m on CoraL Tft. 
would be well in excess of the 
£363m Ladbroke paid the brew- 
ing giant Bass in May for the 
Coral chain. The deal was 
blocked by the TYade Secretary 
Peter Mandelson four months 
later on competition grounds. 

Rfr Mandelson ruled that the 
Coral acquisition would have 
given Ladbroke, the UK's 
largest bookmaker; a dominant 
position in the £ibn a year bet- 
ting market 

The minister ordered the 
hotel and gaming group to dis- 
Pf se .. of toe shops within six 
months and urged to sell them 
to a single buyer to created 
powerful “third fore-e" behind 
Ladbroke and William Hill. 


AROUND THE WORLD’S MARKETS 


LONDON 


FOOTSIE closed higher for the 
fourth day. After a volatile futures 
and options expiry the market 
settled down and blue chips moved 
steadily ahead. The index dosed 
56.7 points up at 5.74L9 but the 
supporting Indices much 
more restrained progress. BSkyB 
remained under pressure as more 
analysts cut profits estimates. Hie 
shares fell I5jp to 465p. 
SmithKIine Beecham, the drugs 
group, was also weak on talk it did 
not intend to barge into the 
Astra/Zeneca merger 

Derek pain, page 21 


NEW YORK 


WALL STREET drifted In morning 
trade yesterday as the House of 
Representatives began the first 
presidential impeachment debate 
In 130 years. The Dow Jones 
Industrial Average was op by 6.18 
points at 8882.77 at lunchtime 
with advancing and declining 
shares about even on tbe New 
Ifork Stock Exchange. 

Drag shares fell after the Wall 
Street Journal reported that 
pharmaceutical companies are 
battling legislation in Congress 
that would cut the price Medicare 
recipients pay for medicines. 


TOKYO 


TOKYO STOCKS dosed firmer on 
Friday, shrugging off the air raids 
an Iraq and reports of a shoot-out 
between a North Korean submarine 
and South Korean forces. The 
Nikkei 225 dosed up 67.3 points at 
14,194.29. 

The overnight rally on Wall Street 
helped, as did news that the troubled 
buflder Haseko has announced 
restructuring plans which will 
involve creditor banks writing off 

394hn yen of its debts. Haseko shares 
inched up 3 yen to 62, although 
Mitsui Trust & Banking, one of foe 
key lenders, saw its shares falL 




PARIS 


THE C AC-40 Index ended down 
59.28 points, or L5S per cent, at 
369JL89 and down slightly on tbe 
week. There was little enthusiasm 
from investors, given the 
backdrop of possible 
impeachment for President 
Clinton, tbe Iraqi attacks and tbe 
forthcoming euro conversion. 
Share prices were also dragged 
down by weakness in oil stocks 
and In France Telecom. 

Elf and Total contributed to 
about one fifth of tbe market's 
decline as Brent crude prices 
remained weak. 


FRANKFURT 


thexetradax 

gains to finish the 

per cent at 4666.7 
lacldustre trading 
felling bank share 
Bank led the banl 
shares failing nea 
the day, ending t> 
upward run. 

The dominant 
market was the aj 
share swap betwe 
insurance groups 
Allianz. Munich R 
2-3 per cent and A 
per cent on the 
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Mandelson fires his cruise missil 



AS THE bombs faU on Baghdad, an- 
other battle of wills is being fought 
out closer to home. It may not be 
in quite the same league as Clin- 
ton v Saddam, but the Westminster 
skirmish between Peter Mandei- 
3 on and Gordon Brown has the po- 
tential to escalate into all-out war. 

This week the Secretary of State 
for TVade and Industry fired an- 
other salvo in the shape of his 
White Paper on competitiveness. 
It was an attempt to wrest back the 
high ground from the Chancellor, 
who is intent on making Mr Man- 
delson play second fiddle wherever 
the economy is concerned. He 
has, for instance, decided that the 
TVeasury, not the Department of 
TVade and Industry, should lead the 
Government's drive to raise 
productivity levels in British 
industry. 

As a retaliatory strike. Mr 
Mandelson’s White Paper partially 
hit the target He has coined the 
idea of “the knowledge-driven 



Michael 

Harrison 

His little black book 
contains a list of telephone 
numbers and fcnmirs to 
call in. He will need it now 


economy" and is determined that 
the DTI should be in the van- 
guard of the move to turn that con- 
cept into reality, with a spot of 
pump-priming here and a taskforce 
there. The DTI is launching a 


fusillade of new schemes to beef up 
Britain’s science base, get inven- 
tions out of the laboratory and into 
commercial use and reform the 
regulatory climate so that it is pro- 
cora petition and entrepreneur- 

friendly. 

Of course the Chancellor saw to 
it that Mr Mandelson was not able 
to keep all his powder dry for this 
week's White Paper. Many of the 
initiatives were carefully trailed in 
Mr Brown's pre-Budget statement 
last month, to the anger and frus- 
tration of the Mandelson lobby. 

The origins of the mutual anti- 
pathy are said to go back to the 
1994 Labour leadership contest, 
when Mr Mandelson switched 
horses and backed Tony Blair, not 
Mr Brown. 

Whatever the truth, the antag- 
onism runs deep and it is fuelled 
on a regular basis by the Chan- 
cellor's press secretary, Charlie 
Whelan, and his economics adviser 
Ed Balls, who is known in Man- 


delson circles as Mr Brown's **FT- 
trained gorilla". 

Relations between the DTI and 
the TVeasury are said In be "work- 
manlike” at official level But the 
further up the respective depart- 
ments you go, the frostier be- 
comes the atmosphere, until you 
reach the offices of Mr Mandelson 
and Mr Brown, where the air is 
positively glacial. 

For an example of how vicious 
the hand-to-hand fighting can be, 
you need to go back no further than 
the Post Office review earlier this 
month. A senior Brown aide, gen- 
erally assumed by the DTI to have 
been Mr Whelan, told the Daily 
Mail that Mr Mandelson’s package 
of reforms was "garbage and rub- 
bish". The source went on to ac- 
cuse the Trade Secretary of 
“bottling out” under union pres- 
sure by not privatising the organ- 
isation. 

Not surprisingly, this version of 
events is alien to the DTI. In fact 


it is rather the other way around. 
Mr Mandelson met the Chancellor 
the day after he began his new job 
at the DTI and asked Mr Brown 
what his view was on the Post 
Office. He replied that the sale of 
any shares, even a minority hold- 
ing, was out of the question be- 
cause of its political sensitivity. 

Far from “bottling out", it is also 
known that Mr Mandelson had to 
fight Mr Brown every inch of the 
way to secure even the limited 
commercial freedoms the Post 
Office will now get The Treasury 
had wanted to put 'The most ap- 
palling hurdles" in the way of the 
Post Office's ability to borrow, and 
at one stage suggested that all in- 
vestment decisions be authorised 
by a committee chaired by the 
Prime Minister. 

Finally, Tony Blair had to be 
called in to “dig a tank trench to 
repel the Treasury" as one senior 
figure at the DTI put it. 

The episode is instructive. Mr 


Mandelson's predecessor at the 
DTL Margaret Beckett, enjoyed no 
such patronage. A remnant of old 
Labour, she too often found herself 
on the wrong side of the argument 
in Cabinet. 

The result was that when Mr 
Brown's tanks began advancing, 
she had no way of reinforcing her 
defences with the help of the 
Prime Minis ter 

Mr Mandelson comes from a dif- 
ferent tradition. His critics may ac- 
cuse him of lacking any fixed 
political abode, but he is one of the 
architects of New Labour and has 
the ear of Downing Street His little 
black book contains a list of tele- 
phone numbers and favours to 
call in. 

He will need it Fbr all his pow- 
ers of persuasion, Mr Mandelson 
knows that the levers of power lie 
elsewhere. The DTrs budget is 
modest even though it has wrung 
an extra £l.4bn out of the Treasury 
for science, while privatisation 


has robbed it of the power it once 
had as a sponsoring department 
for vast industries. 

Officials still recall with a chill 
how Nicholas Ridley walked 
through its glass-fronted doors a 
decade ago and asked what the 
department was for. 

If Mr Mandelson's vision of a 
knowledge-driven economy is to be 
realised in fulL it will require im- 
portant changes in the education 
system, in Britain's planning policy 
and, ultimately, in taxation. But ed- 
ucation is the province of Darid 
Blunkett and planning rests with 
John Prescott, while tax, of course, 
lies with the Treasury: One reason, 
perhaps, why it rated just one 
short paragraph in a 66-page White 
Paper. 

The DTI is Mr Mandelson's first 
“proper" job in Cabinet. But per- 
haps he has liis eyes set ultimate- 
ly on the Chancellor's office, hi the 
meantime expect plenty more 
combat. 
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Department 
stores hit by 
forecast cuts 




RETAILERS, already battered 
and bruised, suffered more 
punishment as the highly rated 
analyst Nick Bubb of the SG 
Securities investment house 
cut his profit estimates for the 
three leading department 
store chains. 

House of Fraser was the 
jfenain casualty of the SG as- 
sault, falling l.5p to a new 51p 
low with the Bubb forecast re- 
duced from £25.4m to £20m. 
Last year Fraser, once part of 
the Fayeds' Hairods empire, 
produced £29m. 

Since it arrived on the stock 
market four years ago, when 
shares were sold at l80p, the 
stores chain has lurched from 
one crisis to another with 
new management yet to make 
much impression. 

■ * Mr Bubb, who expects the 

■ gear's dividend to be cut to 4^ 
a share from 55p, remains' 
cautious about the shares. 

He has reduced his esti- 
mates for Allders from £19m 
to £l7.5m; De ben hams has 
been lowered from £l43m to 
£137m. 

Most retail shares have 
been under intense pressure 


MjHRTIN EDWARDS, chief 
,a«£utive of Manchester 
United, appears to have 
taken a fancy to a little 
publishing group hoping to 
float on the Ofex share 
market. He is said to have 
pumped £50,000 into Citron 
Press, a business focusing 
on new fiction and using a 
print-on-demand technology 
which reduces the risks 
associated with publishing 
new titles. Citron is offering 
1.3 million shares at 50p 
each, raising £650,000. 

the stock market continues 
to take the view that, despite 
relatively impressive high 
street sales figures for last 
month, the festive season has 
so for been a huge let-dorwn for 
the nation's army of shop- 
keepers. 

On Wednesday Henderson 
Crosthwaite cut its Marks & 
Spencer profit forecast from 
£85 0 m to £800m and also re- 
duced estimates for other lead- 
ing retailers. 

Uno, the furniture retailer, 
is the latest to come under 
stock market pressure with, it 
&as said, a major iastitutfoa- 

shareholder dumping its 
holding. The shares fell 8.5p to 
32.5p; last year they reached 
337.5p. 

Footsie had another upbeat 
session, scoring its fourth gain 
on the trot It closed 56.7 points 
higher at 5,741.9, the highest 
this month. Once again 
turnover was strong for a 
period when trading is usually 
at a low ebb. 

This week’s display has 
strengthened hopes thatEbot- 
sie could be limbering up for its 


Name Turnover (£) 

Weft BWHWacfc Asmcj (l| 253m 
DC Coak Holdings 0) 163.82m (I0b.45m) 


Crest Packaging 0) 
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29 92m (30 71m] 
23.46m (26 J4m) 
127.43m 188.06m) 
11 40m (8 54m) 
7.86m (5.68ml 
13 45m itfi 49m) 
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traditional Christmas romp. 
It has risen 200 points this 
week, despite the renewed 
Iraq hostilities and the ex- 
pected impeachment of Pres- 
ident Clinton. 

Supporting shares strug- 
gled to join in the fun. The mid 
cap index had to settle for a 
modest 15.3 gain to 4,711.2 and 
the small cap a mere 3.9 to 
2,016. 

The futures and options 
expiry created some turbu- 
lence as a handful of institu- 
tions struggled for positions. A 
cross of 61 million shares in 
Telewest Communications ap- 
peared to stem from the ex- 
cited trading. 

BSkyB, the satellite televi- 
sion station, remained under 
pressure as more profit down- 
gradings materialised. Mer- 
rill Lynch moved to £149m for 
this year and £181m for next 


share price, pence 


l {£ 

nfs 

k-ji ir 

It 

m *- 


950_> 
900 ,f 


| DJFMAMJJASOHD | 

The shares fell 15J>p to 465p; 
it appeared that Goldman 
Sachs finished placing the re- 
mainder of the 17 million 
shares it acquired from BSB 
Holdings, a company con- 
trolled by Granada, Pearson 
and the French group Pa the. 

Renters was little changed 
at 6l2.5p as Schroders put a 
745p price target on the shares 
and Pearson firmed a further 
19p to l,181p. 

Emap jumped 60p to i,100p. 
The publisher has held City 
meetings to present its case for 
paying a seemingly rich £7S0m 
fora US group producing such 
titles as Then, Hot Rod and 
Guns & Ammo. It has dearly 
won supporters; when the deal 
was announced the shares fell 
70p to 970p. 

On the transport pitch, Go- 


C0MPANY RESULTS 

Pre-tax (Q EPS 

-8.150m (-0.124ml -3 Bp (-3 Iff 

1 . 00 m (1.B5m) 1.42p 11950 

1 i 6 m( 1 .Km) 2.8p pL5p) 

■2.10m (0.013m) -16-76*1 (-201 

457m (4.45m) 433p (556fl 

1.36m (IJSBmj 15.4p (13.40 

-5 54m (1 10m) -0.08p (0.96) 

153m R.filmj 1.35p (1 80p 


Ahead firmed 3.5p to 781p fol- 
lowing an analysts' visit 

Jarvis, the construction and 
transport maintenance group, 
advanced 505p to 592p on War- 
burg Dillon Read support; the 
investment house said the 
shares were worth 780p. 

Warburg also described 
Hays, the business support 
company, as a long-term buy 
but such faint praise left the 
shares off 22p at 464.5p. 

The engineer Siebe, at one 
time up 12p, ended with a 9p 
plus at 224.5p. Trading was 
brisk. Stories persist of devel- 
opments in its agreed bid for 
BTR. up l.5p at Il8.75p. Sug- 
gestions range from the terms 
being reduced to another 
bidder barging in, striking at 
either Siebe or BTR 

Unlikely talk that the 
Tarmac-Aggregate Industries 
merger; called off this week, 
could be on again gave Aggre- 
gate a push, up 2.5p to 69.75p. 

Countryside Properties, 
which recently delivered en- 
couraging figures, rose 35p to 
88.5p. The group met Scottish 
institutions this week. Profit 
forecasts have been lifted; 


FRTRON1C. making 
telecom components and 
enjoying close relations 
with the Nokia group, 
dialled a 23. 5 p gain to 
623.5 p. The group, which 
has just arranged a $170m 
US debt placing, spent 
much of tiie day talking to 
analysts. The shares, like so 
many in the telecom 
industry, have enjoyed a 
spectacular ran. They are 
now riding at their peak; 
when the came to market in 
1994 they were around 139p. 


Charterhouse Tilney and Mer- 
rill Lynch are looking for £17m 
this year against £14.6m. 

Bearing Power, a distribu- 
tor of power transmission com- 
ponents, was the day's top 
performer; up 67 per cent to 
I5p as the management 
mounted a £6.3m bid The Fri- 
day profit warning was deliv- 
ered by Rackwood Mining, 
down 3.25p to 5.5p. 

Booker, the beleaguered 
cash and carry chain, held at 
64p as stories circulated that 
the sale of its wholesale foods 
operation was imminent. The 
new chief executive Stuart 
Rose, ex-Argos, has indicated 
the division is to be sold 

The group has had a torrid 
time with two potential bidders, 
retailers Bud gens and Somer- 
field walking away. The shares 
slumped from around 12 Op last 
month when the latest in a 
string of profit warnings ap- 
peared. They were 479p four 
years ago. 

SEAQ VOLUME: 972.1 million 
SEAQ TRADES: 72,175 
GILTS INDEX: n/a 
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British Land to 
buy Microsoft HQ 









A Microsoft deal would be a major success for John Ritblat, British Land's chairman 


BY FRANCESCO GUERRERA 

BRITISH LAND, the acquisitive 
property group, is poised to buy 
Microsoft’s UK headquarters 
in Reading in a high-profile 
deal worth around £100m. 

The US software giant is be- 
lieved to be dose to a sale-and- 
leaseback deal on its 33-acre 
“Microsoft Campus" with a 
joint venture between British 
Land the UK's second largest 
property company, and the 
American pension fund 
Teachers. 

Under the agreement. Bill 
Gates' company would sell the 
site on Thames Valley Park to 
the British Land/Teachers 
consortium and would pay a 
yearly rent to the property 
company and its partner 

The arrangement will en- 
able Microsoft to remain on its 
flagship site, while reducing 
the property costs of its head- 
quarters. 

According to today’s 
Estates Gazette, a trade 
magazine, the US computer 
company had been eyeing a 
sale-and- leaseback deal since 
September as part of a review 
of its UK properties. Microsoft 


British Land and Teachers de- 
clined to comment. 

The search for a real estate 
partner is in line with Micro- 
soft's group-wide policy of 
owning very few property as- 
sets to keep fixed costs to a 
minimum. 

Sources close to the com- 
pany said that the US giant has 
sale and leaseback arrange- 
ments on the majority of its 
headquarters around the 
world. 

The Thames Valley Park is 
the key hub for the Microsoft's 
UK operations. It houses 
around 1,000 sales and mar- 
keting staff in three buildings 
totalling over 20,000 square 
metres. 

The company, which moved 
to the site last year, has plan- 
ning permission for a further 
25,000 square metres of new 
buildings. 

A deal with Bill Gates would 
be a major success for the 
British Land chairman, John 
Ritblat one of the most famous 
property developers in Britain. 
He built up a large property 
portfolio In the City of London 
through an aggressive acqui- 
sition programme. 


In Brief 

Danka negotiates 
deal with Kodak 

SHARES IN Danka Business 
Systems jumped lip to 66p 
yesterday as the troubled 
photocopier distributor 
negotiated a deal with 
Eastman Kodak that will cut 
Danka's payment obligations 
to the US giant by more than 
$150xn. 

Under the new deal, 

Kodak will still supply parts 
and supplies to Danka, but 
has scrapped the obligation 
that Danka buy a certain 
amount every year. The two 
companies are still reviewing 
their overall working 
relationship. 

Energis boost 

ENERGIS, the telecoms 
group, yesterday agreed a 
new bank facility, extending 
its funding to £500m from 
£i50m, and said it was ready 
to issue bonds in the future. 
The move gives Energis the 
capacity to make 
investments and acquisitions 
that it had before it bought 
Planet Online, the Internet 
service provider, in the 
summer. The facility was 
arranged by Dresdner 
Klein wort Benson and 
syndicated to 19 banks. 

Exchanges meet 

THE HEADS of eight 
European stock exchanges 
met in London yesterday for 
a second round of talks 
aimed at creating a pan- 
European stock exchange,. 

The meeting was part of a 
continuing consultation 
between the exchanges, a 
London Stock Exchange 
spokeswoman said. 

However, there was no 
comment on the outcome of 
the meeting. 

Glaxo approval 

GLAXO WELLCOME, the 
pharmaceutical giant, 
yesterday won US approval 
for its anti-Aids drug Ziagea. 

The company said that it 
planned to launch the drug, 
also known as Abacavir, in 
January. Analysts have 
predicted that Ziagen, part of 
Glaxo's strong anti-Aids drug 
portfolio, could have sales of 
up to $840m. 
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SPORT 


hose boring tennis players didn’t get a look in 







THEY GOT 500,000 telephone votes 
in the space of 10 minutes for last 
weekend's BBC Sports Personali- 
ty qfthe Year. Think of it Half a mil- 
lion people. 0c more accurately. 
499,981 people, as my wife voted 20 
times for Michael Owen. 

That figure assumes, of course, 
that no one else in the country de- 
cided to sway the voting - oc as my 
wife would have it decided to make 
sure that justice was done and 
those bloody boring tennis players 
didn't get a look in. 

Where were you when you heard 
Greg Rusedski was Sports Per- 
sonality of the Year? Can’t remem- 
ber? Neither can I. 

It wasn't possible to find out what 
proportion of the vote went to Liv- 
erpool and England's 1 8-year-old 
hotshot. Figures of that kind simply 
weren't publicised, a BBC publicity 



MIKE 

ROWBOTTOM 


spokeswoman told me, because they 
might show' that the winner had won 
by a huge margin, and the runners- 
up -in this case. Denise Lewis and 
I wan Thomas from the world of ath- 
letics - might be upset about dis- 
covering their portion of the votes. 


Now shoot me down in flames if 
you don’t agree, but I think Lewis 
and/or Thomas would probably be 
able to master their tears in such 
a circumstance. 

Be that as it may, 1 suspect 
young Mr Owen won by a very large 
margin - and rightly so. 

The spokeswoman said there 
had been a complaint about the fact 
that the final topic to be reviewed 
in the programme before the tele- 
phone voting started - care of the 
same company that co-ordinates 
the Eurovision Song Contest - was 
the World Cup. Biased towards 
Owen, right? When she said a com- 
plaint, that was what she meant 
The BBC has received one letter ex- 
pressing this opinion. From a Mrs 
Henman. Not really. 

What probably clinched the vote 
for Owen was the piquant contrast 


between the jaunty young man 
who made a time-out signal to in- 
dicate he had hit the stanchion after 
converting his post-match penalty 
in the World Cup match against Ar- 
gentina. and the defeated boy who 
stood with dart eyes brimming 
after it was all over. 

His was not a full-scale, shirt-wip- 
ing Gazza blub; but there were 
enough echoes of that emotive 
scene from the 1990 World Cup to 
access a similar well of public sym- 
pathy. 

This week I found myself de- 
fending the award decision when a 
friend insisted Owen did not de- 
serve it because it was all down to 
his efforts in just one game. 

Just one game? Essentially, it 
was even less than that - just one 
goal. But what a goal, and at what 
a moment. Along with Dennis 


Bergkamp’s clinically precise effort 
for the Netherlands in the quarter- 
final, Owen's inspired incursion 
into Argentinian territory produced 
what many will remember as the 
goal of the World Cup. 

You could argue that in terms of 
personality, Owen had less going for 
him than either of the athletes in his 
wake. Lewis, especially since her 
pre-Olympic photo-shoot in scarce- 
ly more than red, white and blue 
body paint, has become an in- 
creasingly high-profile figure with 
a natural warmth and vivacity. Be- 
yond her competitive career, the 
world of television presenting beck- 
ons. 

Thomas, with his Just William, 
through-a-hedge-backwards hair- 
style. is a patently nice, affable 
bloke. His scattiness is also en- 
dearing, as BBC viewers discovered 


after he had won the European 
400m title in Budapest 

During the post-race interview, 
with a little prompting from fellow 
Welsh athlete Jamie Baulch, he 
gave those watching at home a 
glimpse of the hastily cut-down 
shorts he had had to wear under his 
r unnin g gear because he had run 
out of underpants. 

Would Michael Owen ever ap- 
pear in nothing except red and 
white bodypaint I think not Would 
Michael Owen ever run out of 
underpants? I think not. 

Certainly not while the proud 
mum who cried during his award 
ceremony still holds sway over his 
smalls... 

As for personality - the only 
dear public sense of that derives 
from the way he is on the pitch. Off 
the field his exuberance is kept 


under careful check. In terms of the 
game he loves to play regularly 
with his dad, Owen always hits 
straight down the centre of the fair- 
way. 

His role model in this appears to 
be his captain in the England team, 
Alan Shearer; who also happens to 
share his kit manufacture!: Owen's 
short speech of acceptance last Sun- 
day night was an object lesson. In 
it, he paid tribute to the team sup- 
port he received for both dub and 
country and conduded with the 
tabloidesque reflection that the 
award was a nice early gift for his 
birthday the following day. 

There was no need for anything 
fancy - it was just a case of having 
to tap the ball over the line. No won- 
der Glenn Hoddle, joining in the ap- 
plause afterwards, could be seen 
mouthing the words “Well Done". 


.West put 
faith in 
magic of 
Monkley 


Premiership stragglers aiming to build 


on first win with help from formidable 


New Zealand flanker. By Chris Hewett 


IT IS REASONABLE to suggest that 
the vast majority of West Hartlepool 
rugby union supporters - always as- 
suming the words “vast" and “ma- 
%ty” can be properly used in 
relation to the Premiership’s small- 
est and least fashionable dub - are 
currently unable to tell their Duane 
Monkleys from their Shane Mc- 
Donalds. Happily, their ignorance is 
unlikely to survive much beyond the 
first couple of minutes of tomorrow’s 
intriguing rumble with Northampton. 

West have completed another of 
their raids on New Zealand rugby’s 
bloodstock market and, this time, 
they have bought themselves some 
thoroughbreds. Suddenly, 
the 'paupers are up out of the gut- 
ter and heading for the bright lights. 
WelL sort at 

Monkley, rou- 
finely described fr> 
as the finest Kiwi Duane is a i 
open-side flanker of Neil Bac 


E to suggest that Shane has rectified some of our 
tf Wfest Hartlepool more obvious problems at line-out 
irters- always as- and scrum. And Duane? WelL he's 
“vast” and “ma- just Duane. There aren’t many like 
roperly used in him. He’s 32 now but I would un- 
miership’s small- hesitatingly dass him amongst the 
enable club - are most effective open-sides anywhere 
o tell their Duane in the world, 
heir Shane Me- “He doses down the opposition, 
their ignorance is makes the big tackles, gets his 
much beyond the bands on the baU and turns the other 
ites of tomorrow’s guy over in a flash. The way rugby 
nth Northampton, is played these days, it's the good de- 
pleted another of fensive sides that win the games; 
'Zealand rugby’s mare often than not, four or five big 
it and, this time, turnovers are enough to get you the 
bemselves some result That's where Duane comes 
breds. Suddenly, in; he's a mirror image of Neil Back 
ip out of the gut- in that he plays with such enormous 
■the bright lights, zest and energy. I had to outbid Har- 
lequins to get 
him here and it 

,,-v . . . meant scraping 

Duane « a mirror image the bottom of the 



open-side flanker of Neil Back in that he barrel, but Jeez, 

AjTBlack jersey; P& "IX'U 

and McDonald, zest ana energy. 1 outbid Last season play- 
toe fanner Tara- Harlequins to get him 1 tog for Western 


Mike Brewer (above). West Hartlepool’s player-coach, has assembled a squad he believes can hold its own in the Allied Dunbar Premiership One, having added 
players such as (below, clockwise from top left) Shane McDonald, Kenneth Fburie, Mike Mullins and Duane Monkley Tom Coffins 


All Black jersey * J , 
and McDonald, zest and en< 
the former Tara- Harlequin 

nafei hooker; were 

set to work for 

their new em- 
ployers at Bedford last Saturday and 
njsrapfiy laid the foundations for a 
victory of the campaign OK, so 
it was not the Springboks they beat 
down at Goldmgton Road but when 
you have just spent four depressing 
months going 11 -zip and shipping 
467 points in the process, any win is 
a big win. 

According to Mike Brewer; whose 
own All Black credentials could 
hardly be more impeccable, \fest are 
now equipped with a pack capable 
of going gumshield-to-gumshield 
with the best in the country 

“I’m confident we finally have the 
players to do the right things at the 
right moments in the right situa- 
tions,” said the player-coach this 
week “In a very short space of time. 


to get him 1 tog for Western 
Province - now 

renamed the 

Western S form- 
ers - the crack South African Currie 
Cup side, but British aficionados will 
know him better as one buzz-bomb- 
ing third of the wonderful Waikato 
back row that took the 1993 Lions 
to the cleaners in Hamilton. John 
MitchelL the Sale coach who also 
acts as Clive Woodward's second- 
in-command at England level, 
played No 8 to Monkley’s No 7 that 
day and it was he who suggested 
that Brewer might reach for the 
chequebook 

“Actually, I originally had my 
sights on Eric Miller; who was very 
disaffected at Leicester;” Brewer ad- 
mitted. “But Eric made it dear that 
he wanted to go home to Ireland, so 
I contacted John and asked him if 
he had any ideas. He knew Duane 


had been a big success in Cape Tbwn 
and that the Western Stormers were 
keen on playing him in next season’s 
Super 12, but the South African 
Rugby Football Union see that com- 
petition as a Springbok testing 
ground,' so the door was open. 

“You might wonder why John 
didn 't sign Duane himself, but he has 
an England Test flanker in Pat 
Sanderson and be probably reck- 
oned it would be a backward step, 
given his own role in the Twicken- 
ham set-up. Wie were in a different 
situation; we needed some proven 
quality, some experience. Duane 
has a good two seasons left before 
hig body starts ashing him the diffi- 
cult questions. My own body has al- 
ready started and I’m getting the 
message loud and clear; but I think 
it’s important that I carry on a 
while longer. I still get the adrena- 
lin rush before a game and it just 
about makes up for the punishment 
I soak up during it” 

In addition to all that New 


Zealand know-how in the front and 
back rows. Brewer can also field a 
very useful second-row combination 
of Philippe Earner, the former Rac- 
ing Club de Paris lock, and Mark Gi- 
acheri, the Sydney-born veteran of 
Italy's 1995 World Cup campaign. 
“Because of injuries, they hadn't 
played together until we got to Bed- 
ford," said Brewer “They’re good 
players and they make a big differ- 
ence to a dub who have only 17 or 
18 blokes who can really stack up 
against the leading Premiership 
teams. 

‘Tm not saying we’ve turned the 
corner just because we won last 
weekend. But we've certainly 
stretched out our necks, peered 
round the wall and seen what the 
road ahead looks like. I certainly 
think we can avoid relegation, es- 
pecially if the politicians stay true to 
their word and stick to the terms of 
the Mayfair Agreement, which this 
dub signed up to and continues to 
support As far as I'm concerned, it's 


one down automatically and anoth- 
er in a play-off. We'll fight until 
we’re blue in the face to keep that 
in place.” 

And Northampton, whose six 
wins from their Last seven league 
outings have given them the sheen 
of title contenders? “Well, it's a 
major test for us, isn't it? They’ve 
tightened up their front five by re- 
cruiting Freddie Mendez at hooker 
and shifting Tim Rodber into the sec- 
ond row, and as a consequence 
they’re playing a very physical 
game. But then, we’ve tightened up 
a bit ourselves. I hope they really 
come at us up front because we have 
a lot to offer back to them.” 

Ian McGee chan will know pre- 
cisely how much; when Monkley pro- 
duced his virtuoso display of 
Brit-bashing back home in Hamilton 
five and a half years ago, the 
Northampton coach was sitting in 
the front row of the Rugby Park 
stand. Suffice to say he regards it as 
the worst day of his Lions career. 



quotes of the week i Saracens out to rock Bath at Rec 


At no stage did Wiseman accept 
that what he had done was 
wrong. He never said sorry and 
maintained that he had behaved 
correctly throughout 
Senior FA official on the meet- 
ing at which Graham Kelly re- 
signed as chief executive and 
Keith Wiseman refused to as 
chairman. 

When the full council met, the 
front row of the room was known 
as death row. 

Senior FA official, following the 
Kelly’s resignation, on the 
aged FA Council. 

The very fabric of the great 
f%game is being damaged. 
Jajpnohan Dahntya, Internation- 
al Cricket Council president, on 
the match -fixing s canda L 


It is important to do well at sport 
but remember it is only a sport 
that we are talking about It is 
not as if someone has declared 
war on us. 

Tony Banks, Sports Minister; 
on England’s defeat in the 
third Test. 

It’s always been the same here: if ; 
you lose they give you funny 
looks all the time. 
Graham Gooch, England man- 
ager, after the third Test 

The reason fans abuse me is be- 
cause they are jealous of me. 
David Beckham, of Manchester 
United and England. 

Ybu know what I do when Pm 
right I put people in body bags. 
Mike Tyson. 


SARACENS MAY still be the Allied 
Dunbar Premiership's answer to 
rock and roll- big crowds, flash mar- 
keting, Hanging girls and Kyran 
Bracken - but it is some time since 
they made sweet music together 
’Cue, England’s knock-out champi- 
ons have staged a partial recovery 
from the trauma of heavy defeats at 
Harlequins and Newcastle by win- 
ning three of their last four games, 
but somehow their sense of rhythm 
continues to elude them. 

That reality has not been lost on 
Frangois Pienaar whose decision to 
add the first-team captaincy to his 
bulging portfolio of duties at Vic- 
arage Road caused a serious stirbe- 
fore last weekend's encounter with 
London Irish. 

“Even though we won that match. 


BY CHRIS HEWETT 

we performed a long way short of the 
level we regularly achieved last 
season,” said the ambitious South 
African yesterday as he prepared for 
this afternoon’s highly significant 
rumble with Bath at the Recre- 
ation Ground. “Bath might not be the 
force they were, temporarily at 
least, but if you van there you make 
an important statement of intent 
Northampton did that last weekend 
and we must do something s imilar." 

Tb that end Pienaar has installed 
himself on the open-side flank in the 
absence of Richard Hill, whose 
masochistic penchant for thumb 
dislocations revealed itself a gain 
last Sunday. Troy Coker, equally 
hard but nowhere near as subtle as 


his Springbok partner; returns to the 
blind side, while Bracken resumes 
at scrum-half after a back problem 
that cost him his England place. 

Fbr all that, much of the interest 
will be focussed on a complete un- 
known; David Flahnan, an 18-year- 
old Sarries loose-head who caused 
London Irish all sorts of grief six 
days ago. “He’s a star;" enthused 
Mark Evans, the Londoners’ direc- 
tor of rugby. “Just watch him go." 

Victory over a Bath line-up shorn 
of Phil de Gian vine, Jon Preston. 
Mart Regan and Richard Webster 
(all injured) as well as Ieuan Evans, 
Steve Hatley and Ben Stumham (all 
dropped) would go at least some of 
the way towards re-establishing the 
visitors' title credentials. Even so, 
Leicester; the hot favourites, will un- 


derline the overwhelming strength 
of their own candidacy if they grind 
out a result at Gloucester; for whom 
the former Wales captain Kingsley 
Jones makes a first Premiership 
start to the back row. 

It will be no cakewalk, rx)t only be- 
cause three automatic baddine 
choices - Joel Stransky Will Green- 
wood and Nnamdi Ezulike - are 
crocked, but because Richard Hill, 
the Gloucester coach, reacted so vi- 
olently to last weekend’s shambol- 
ic capitulation at Sale. 

“life played without pride or com 
mitment and I've made it dear that 
everyone will be playing for their 
places when they go in against 
Leicester;" Hill fumed. “We had a big 
heart-to-heart on Monday to assess 
what went wrong, but it's the last 


chance for these guys as far as Tm 
concerned. It’s up to them to prove 
to themselves, to me and to the pay- 
ing public that they deserve to be 
first choice." Pressure on, then. 

Just as it will be at London Scot- 
tish, where Richmond need to stand 
up and be counted after four frus- 
trating months of deceptive flat- 
tery. Their cause will hardly be 
helped hsy the absence of Ben Clarke, 
who fractured a cheekbone during 
last weekend’s full-on scrap with 
Cardiff, With Scott Quinnell back 
home with Llanelli, the Londoners' 
back row has a brittle look to it 
“Let’s just say Ben’s injury is a great 
disappointment to us,” said John 
Kingston, their coach, as he weighed 
up his options yesterday. 

Problems, problems. 
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TO SEE Unshakable Boxer 
soaring over Uttoxeter's shrub- 
bery yesterday was to wonder 
what all the fuss is wfaen peo- 
ple talk about switching from 
hurdles to fences. The unfop- 
tunates in pursuit of the Un- 
shakable had no chance. 

Yet it is not always thus. 
The Long Walk Hurdle at Ascot 
today will exemplify the va- 
garies of the turf as three ani- 
mals salt over the big stuff last 
time are returned to a more 
salubrious venture over timber. 

It is hardly shocking that 
Ocean Hawk did not make the 
transition as fences must have 
seemed as daunting as castle 
walls to the little horse. He ac- 
tually won over the larger ob- 
stacles at Worcester last time, 
but connections have done the 
decent thing and returned Na- 
tional Hunt's My little Pony to 
his proper sphere. 

There were doubts whether 
Cybotgo would be good for any- 
thing but fining doggies' tum- 
mies after bis last start in the 
Cheltenham Gold Cup. That 
was the day he swerved and 
took See More Business out of 
calculations after appearing to 
do himself a vety nasty mischief 

The gelding had fractured 
his back and many thought tbe 
end had come. Cyborgo is back 


BY RICHARD EDMONDSON 








today, however; and may return 
to fencing in the King George 
VI Chase on Boxing Day if he 
acquits Himself thoroughly. 

It was in this race 12 months 
ago that Paddy’s Return 
threatened to become the 
colossus among stamina hors- 
es. He thrashed Pridweli by 19 
lengths and immediately be- 
came everyone’s fancy for the 
Stayers' Hurdle at the Festival. 
That was his last win. 

Paddy's Return had three 
further ventures last season, 
and two more, over fences, this 
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RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: TordufT Express 
(Ascot 2.50) 

NB: Princeful 
(Ascot 2.15) 
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campaig n. All have been char- 
acterised by failure. The bottom 
of the pit was reached at 
Wetherby last month when the 
six-year-old threw himself to the 
ground. Ferdy Murphy, his 
trainer; considered that was 
enough. He hopes the return to 
a happy hunting ground may in- 
vigorate his horse. 

Princeful, too, had been ex- 
pected to test his physique 


The Cheltenham Gold Cnp hope Unsuitable Boxer makes tbe only mistake of bis winning chase debut at Uttoxeter yesterday at the second-last fence Robert HaUam 


against fences early this sea- 
son, but instead is cherrypick- 
ing some nice hurdles races 
before he makes fee transition. 

Jenny Pitman’s horse feces 
two Stayers' Hurdle runners-up 
this afternoon: Splendid Thyne, 
whom he beat at Prestbuiy 
Park last March, and Anzum, 
who has been absent with a leg 
problem since finishing behind 


Kprshi in the 1997 r unning . 
PrincefUl (next best 2.15) can 
do himself a favour and suggest 
to his trainer feat he remains 
over hurdles a good deal longer 
Nicky Richards sends out his 
first big-race representative 
since being granted a perma- 
nent licence on Wednesday 
when Unguided Missile con- 
tests the Betterware Cup. 


33-1 


Last Saturday, 
Richard 
Edmondson 
went top of the 
Racing Post 
naps table by 
tipping 
ALZOOMO 
(33-1) 
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Warwick 


HYPERION 

12.20 Stormhill Stag 12.55 About Him 
1.25 Estate Agent 2.00 Merry Prince 2.30 
Gratomi 3.00 Nessun Dora 3.30 Kilbride Lad 


FORM VERDICT 

W1NDROSS wfl be rttficuft bo beat if traratatog his temper form 
to hurdes a nd he can taprove past Estate Agent today. The fly 
tn the ointment is Indian Tracker, who was ready top class over 
fences and b a tree-gang sort who is unMyto be hcrewerianced 
by the drop back to 2m3t 


GOING: Good lo Soft (Soft m places on hurdles track! 

■ Left-hand couse: run-in of 340 yards 

■ Course s W ol city on 640% Stations at Warwck (tm) and 
Laamngton Spa i2mj. ADMISSION: CUr £13: TaJtBreaCs £9 (cad- 
can ying students haif-prica accompanied under- 16s free): 
Course CS. CAR PARK: E5 in members: centre of course tree. 

■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: M Ptpe 23-56 134%) 
D Nicholson 20-100 (20%). Mrs J Pitman iw (209%), N 
Twiston-Davios n-eo (J3B%) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 21 -50 (42%) N Williamson 
17-76 (22.4%) R Johnson 15-66 (227%) A Maguire 13-58 (224%) 

■ FAVOURITES: 147-388 (378%) 

BLINKERED FIRST TIME: Andy’s Lad CE 20) Abhiger (1255) 
Super Nova & Forest MiH (US), Court Ordeal (200) Rusk 
(w sored, 1220) 


-in on I MULLED WINE AMATEURS NOVICE 
H'CAP HURDLE (E) £2,900 2m 3f 

1 61 SU0E3T (8) I Bating 4 12 0 — Ur C Bonner (3) 

2 22301 RUSK (11) J Men 5 I1 13 Mr F Hubby (7) V 

3 (V53-3 GRAND CRU (it) J CJfren 7 fl fl Mr S Stooge (7) 

4 363-26 LETTYFAK (FH) (23) I Vttams.4 11 5 Mr R Fontstd (7) 

5 04-20 STOHMHUJ- STAG (34) P Bonen 6 n 5 — Mbs P Janes (5) 

6 3P-2Q SHARBADAMD (FB) (BF) S Dow 4 11 4 ilr R Guest p) 

7 WEM ANDYS LAD (17) FMurphy 6114.. JHrJPMcNaioa (S) B 

6 3361FP BUU)BtBOYjSJ(C}SBrK*3haweiOO-lkflCoeparp) 
9 500 HEAH WNDOW (9) G McQvt 4 08 JffcAEdsp) 


V OCP-53 N(K&£ ATHLETE (31) (Iff) Mrs J ftSTBfi 6 O 7 Ak T Gtney (7) 


n 2234.fi LEAR DANCER (23) Hss M Itarrim) 7 OCIDai S Wright (7) 
12 6P-PP3 KING ACRYLIC (14) RBrafterton 7 D2 . Mr G Csrenza (7) 

O 25006 WESTCOAST(15)Mla(B7T)2 JMr J D Moore (7) 

H PQC0P TUDOR TOWN (7) PPudy DUO Ur A Jones (7) 

B 4/WB TRYSlYPiy (26) H Webb 6 100 UrCRao (5) 

16 PW3-0 COBLE (9) D McCain 4 1! 0 Mr D Kckenam (7) 

17 GRM54 mSEVEARflfi) SMekvSDO Mr I Mongan (7) 

-17 declared - 

MVsnum weigW: 103. True Irandeap weights: WeacoasT A 7/)uijp^gsr life 
CDWfl SS m. Roswrarga 4ft. 

BETTING: 5-1 SudesL 11-2 Noble Athlete, S-i StonrtWl Staa,7.i Rusk. 
8-1 Andy's ted, 10-1 Grand Cru, 13-1 LeHytak, S ha rt Mderid . Uar Dancm, 
Westcoest, 2D-1 others 


9 nm SANTA'S GROTTO NOVICE HURDLE 
1 ^‘ -J (CLASS E) £2,900 added 3YO 2m 

1 431 CROKBt (23) (D) D Ndxtoi n 4 R Johnson 

2 236041 LORD OF LOVE (11) D Wtams 11 4 BCfflTord 

3 BEHRAJAN (F131) H Ddy 10 C. JCufcty 

4 S53P COURT OHDEAL (1^ R N Bevr3 tn2 — Mr R FonflM (7) B 

5 DORHNGION (Fi50) B Baugh q fl. J Magee 

6 BSYEZ(F77) KMoUhe DC PMveu 

7 R1 FELONY (Ifl fl &dfiertn 0 12 — K Johnson 

B 4 GOLDEN HAWK (USA) (16) S Dw 1I2„ .DGeflsgher 

9 LAFFAH (USA) (FSB) M Ppe t) 12 TDescambe 

V MERRY PfflNCE (F74) P Her^r «C„ M Rfchards 

n RSKNOWT GETNOWT (F447) R J Wee t) 12,Hr P Codeia p) 

12 P SAH(23)DltoCB»iDB RBeBaity 

13 33 THE GENE GBtiE (IQ M HaatorvBs XI G BPnrafl 

14 34 WMTEHRME(83)M39£L3WfcT)B JBftrton 

f> DESERT SONG (FRQ RRosttI7 JPmst 

V FORMS) LOVE (F127) T Donwty 10 7 If H Nargtson (5) 

V JUNE BOUNTY (ISA) (F32) I YAfara t) 7 GWebb 

* Q MAKE IT SO (IB) P Ecdas O 7 0 Byrne 

S MBS FAHA (FR) (F88) M Ffee D 7 Clfeuda 

2D NATALEB PET (R5) M 9vppard t)7 SKeBy (5) 

21 POSTUP GOLD (F138) LGrssaic) 07 VSWtery 

-21 declared - 

BETTING: M The Gone Genke, 5-1 Craka, u-a Min Fare, 8-1 Uftdi, 
8-1 Behrajan, 10-1 Lord Of Imre. 1M GaMm Hawk, Many Prince, Win- 
tertrae, IB-1 odwfli 

FORM VERDICT 

More rain would place uwreieoma emphasis on The Gene Se- 
nte's stamina and he te passed wwr favour d CHOKER, whose 
Uttoxeter tarm has bean boosted. Miss Far*, bred for this game 
and probably the pick on Flat tam, is an Werastlng raouL 


MERCIA FM HANDICAP CHASE (C) 
£7,000 added 2m 4f 110yds 


FORM VERDICT 

There should be plenty of pace on with three of the apparent pnv 
opaJs In Sudest, Rusk and Andy's Lad suted by Eorong tac- 
tics STORMHILL STAG ran creditably Via soongfy-rui race last 
wna and, with his stable h better form non » expected to be 
thereabouts 


1 4Q5P-3 ROYAL MOIMTBROWtE (IT) (IQ Mss M Routend W 12 0 

2 0F3FM CU) BRIDGE (31) (CO) □ ihennad D h 6 JAMcCBfty 

3 11I38F PEACE LOHO (26) (D) Ms D Hang BUB JOufoty 

4 21-3FU GflATOW (19) (D) (BF) P HKJerjs 8 «0 SFtsc 

5 301-02 TBHTFtST (3^1*33 HKn?« 8 2)0 B Fenton 

-Sdedered- 

Mniiun wergN: 70tt Thja hantficap waigte: Tiyf fisj Ssr 10b 
BETTING: »4 Peece Lord. 7-2 Old Bridge, Tight H«L 4-1 RoyMMount- 
brmme, 5-1 Gratani 


40 cc WARWICK ANNUAL MEMBERS 
*^^1 NOVICE CHASE (D) £5,000 3m 2f 

1 FP2-13 KNIGHTS CREST (26) (BF) HDtJcnfl 11 6 JOMy 

2 35-31F HLLERSFORD (2fl) N Gesdea 7 n 6 PMven 

3 3-3231 NEW LEAF (29) 0 Ganddfo 6 fl 6 B Fenton 

4 P-33P0 ABINGSI (25) Mss M Fiowland 6 ti 0 .BPoweflB 

5 4 ABOUT TURN (16) D Mdidson 7 H 0 UJtftnson 

6 S50645 ALPHALEATHBt(31)LGa3sdt7110 .VSbnery 

7 PP8P0 DESLA3 DEVIL (IQ J 5mdti 0 h 0 M Batchelor (5) 

fi P-0 HOPPING MAD (31) MJacksxi 5 t)B RBcOamy 

- 8 declared - 

BETTING: 5-1 New Leaf. IT-4 HSersfonl. 3-1 KrdgM'B Crest 9-2 About 
Turn, 10-1 Abirtger, 33-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

A very tnd>y race n which there are question maria about al 
three previous winners A chance is taken on David MchcJsorfs 
ABOUT TURN who wl come on a lot for fis debut effort Knights 
Crest a margfnaBy pr e t ened of the three with penalties and wfl 
be stayng on at the death. 


FORM VERDICT 

The ground could be against Peace Lord, wHe TigM Flat would 
appreciate a sightly sttftar test of stamina. With the top two hav- 
teg plenty to prove, this lodes a good opportunity lor GRATOMI 
- though weighted up to hie be3t - to return to wimoig term. 


If oc! FESTIVE SPIRIT NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £2,900 added 2m 31 

1 144)55 NOflMANHY ROAD (NZ) (7) G McCcuf 7 11 tl..H OSw(5) 

2 raU-0 BAHNANEWAUtpflJTickeCO F BeOnTiy 

3 frSEO DAMP COURSE (Z4) N TwatarvOanes SAD SKdyP) 

4 ttF BX® AHEAD (29) l*aO Hare a Htt ...fMm 

5 G-222 ESTATE AG8TT (1 B) (BF) PMchofe 5 012 Mr S Strange (7) 

6 033< EZANAK(B2B) Mss HKng4 St)12 JCufloty 

7 2P41P- GOUMVBBAL(25S)(D)NChanceDOt2 OByme 

3 55CP-P INDIAN TRACKS) (21) M Pipe B 10 C . C Mauds 

9 &P-3RP LOBSTER COTTAGE P3 P) K B*y DO CJlr R Ftxrteal (7) 

O M NESHBI (31) Ms J nnron 4 f) 12 B PomU 

h P PURPLE MAIZE (17)8 Dost 4 D 12. L Haney 

12 00 SHOWHOLK (40) S Sherwood 5 D C DGabglMr 

t? tXW-P SUPER NOVA (7) C Hemstoy 7 1) 12 M Batchelor (5) B 

14 TEAKAUDAN(NZ)(KBZ) JMBra*jy4 WT2 — VSWtoy 

£ 1/20 WCfO) BtP p9) V Cteinal 6 B BL B Fenton 

C 22 WBOROSS (24) (BF) □ ffcnetox BO B— __B Johnson 

17 06-1 ANNS GIRL (178) JFb> 5 107 SR* 

■a 40>B0 AQIWHSJA P9 FMurphy 5 1)7 JJanlhep) 

G PWfiD FOREST HAL (10) J Spearng 6 W7 _ LPttr3w(7)B 

20 3C- KStRrS0ATC(5fl0)PH3dgerfiO7 MRUords 

21 5006 UURA PONTBII(1^ PHaywd6 BT .TDeseortbe 

-21 decterad- 

BETTfNG: 9-4 Estetr Agent, 7-2 Wtadross, 8-1 torflan TVactat, 12-1 Mor- 

rnanby Road, Oatip Course, 14-1 Arxis OH KtrrfB Dels, 16-1 ObWF 


o 00 1 AMADEUS HANDICAP HURDLE 
1 (CLASS D) £3,750 added 2m 

1 34FPF SEATTLE ALLEY (21) (D) P R WobberS H d -J A McCarthy 

2 -34421 lESSUNDOHO (5) P) S Meter G 11 7)6a0. CWMib 

3 /3P40- BLUffftH) [2B8) M TcnyAns 5 T1 S PMven 

4 MBJTHE CLOUDS p6B) (D)M Pipes ns .C Maude B 

5 OPISS Mfll-LOIVAND (26) (D) Mss H Krightfl 10 Q JOMy 

6 0-F1F4 TOMLA (11) (D) DGandcio610 Q DGalbghar 

7 203135 DRAGON WNG (18) me Barere 6 1)0 BFntexi 

-7dedterad- 

BETT1NG: 7-4 MhnJjorAnd, 7-S MOB The Ctaate, 4-1 NeMun Don, 6-1 
Tonka, 10-1 Bhned, Dragon King, 30-1 SeetOe AJey 

FORM VERDICT 

Not the most campebttai of event* and It can pay to take a chance 
on the fitness of the Martin Pipe-trained MELT THE CLOUDS, 
who retivnsto the fray on a favourable mark and wfl refish the 
ground. Notnun Dora and Dragon King are feared most 


CLAHENDON PR HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS □) £3,750 added 2m 3f 


1 0311-3 KRBRSE IAD (M) D Nchobon 4 C 0 RJohntai 

2 CC-TO PAJ-MOUTH BA7 (1<) (D) EL James 9 11 4_Uas3 SanMOftti (7) 

3 02H-U KNOCK LEADS) (23) 0 Sherwood 6 it 4 J A McCarthy 

4 P66U- VTTAMAN (282) (CO) I W&ams 9 TT 2 BPowdl 

5 3234H SHEPHBUJSREST (1® 8 UetoBtl 0 CWebb 

6 -SB HBIS1 GOLF DIAMOND (11)(IQJB Best 5 DdXCUnitog) 

7 P13U2- TAKE COVER (30^(D) U-toipkni7 dn PMven 

9 522-21 SOLDER MAK (7T) (U) J MecMa 5 D 9 EHrabsid 

B LF5505 KHAUDI (11) (C) D Gandotto 9 I) 4 SophteMUM 

V 44&ff MHETOCX tCQGC (IE) (Q SSherwxxtS t)2_J3 Gjtoaher 

11 1P04-F 50LAZZ1 (FI^ (1C) R Fimt 6 T) D J Rost 

V CP06-2 RQ5EHALL (16) (Cm Mrs T PBongan 7 V 0 .V Stettery 

MWnu n wGgtit i(q Ttue hcnScsp mtgtss: floseflat BM6S. 

Uhl h ^^^lb wckte wiK 04) SoMte Mak. 5-1 Katede Lad, 0-1 Pel- 


FORM VERDICT 

Quite an open earnest- Shephards R«st looks sure to go wafl 
lor hm tn-tarrn stable but invariably finds « least one too good, 
and Is passed over In favour of VTTAMAN, who scored at the first 
ttne ot Bstcing lest term and goes wea here. Hte stable sent out 
The Brewmastar to wh after a lengthy absence an Mfectoesday. 


Richards jur has not haH the 
best of fortunes since suc- 
ceeding his fethei; Gordon, at 
Greystake, but there are pos- 
sibilities here for Unguided 
Missile as he has a 91b turn- 
round with Tamarindo for the 
10 lengths he was beaten by 
Martin Pipe’s horse at Chel- 
tenham eight days ago. 

It should be tight between 


the two and a valu e option is 
TORDUFF EXPRESS (nap 
2£0), who has a chance an a line 
through Macgeorge, who split 
the big two at Cheltenham. 

The other race which the 
BBC will show us should ad- 
vertise tile Supreme Novices’ 
prospects ofHoh Invader (L40), 
while, off camera, there is an in- 
teresting Frogmore Chase fea- 


Boxer easily outpoints rivals 


UNSINKABLE BOXER smooth- 
ly accomplished his first test as 
a steeplechaser at Uttoxeter 
yesterday and only an error at 
the second last fence prevent- 
ed the nine-year-old gaining 
top marks. 

However: he proved little 
and the bookmakers remain 
largely unmoved. Coral and 
Ladbrokes leave Unsmkable 


Boxer’s Gold Cup price un- 
changed at 12-1. while William 
HOI offer the same price after 
t rimming him two points. 

Sent off a 1-3 chance yester- 
day, Unsinkable Boxer was al- 
ways traveffing sweetiy for Tbny 
McCoy who was able to ease 
down on the run-in allowing 
Carry On Brendan to dose to 
within a flattering six lengths. 


LINGFIELD 


HYPERION 

11.50 Ultra Beet 12.20 Seren Teg 12^0 
Daunted 1.20 Unreal City 1.50 Miss Bananas 
2.25 Jubilee Scholar 2£5 Beguile 3.25 
Castle Ashby Jack 


FORM VERDICT 

With an Sb pull and tbe benefit of his firat rasa tor weS over two 
years, UNREAL CITY may be able to reverse a recent course 
defeat by Danzino, though trite shorter trip is a concern 
Nomore Mr Niceguy is the pick of the weights. Sui lacks expe- 
rience of Equitracfc. wftich may well be a tfisadvanfage in the earty 
stages agates) some speedy types. 


GOING: Standard. 

STALLS: Stans - inside, except SI&Tm (outade) 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low best up to 7f. 

■ Left-hand sharp course 

■ Course is SE of town on B 202B. Ungfleld station (served by 
London. Victoria) azotes course ADMISSION: CUj £13, Fami- 
ly Enclosure £KL CAR PARK: Club £3; rest free. 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: G L Moore 92-712 (129%), M Johnston 
54808 (179%), R Hannon 5240 (127%) Lord Huntingdon 50245 
(204%) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: J Weaver 83-397 (209%). A Clark 78- 
666 (TL7%) L Dettori 77-334 (23.1%). R Cochrane 69-400 (17.3%). 

■ FAVOURITES: 787-2373 (332%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Riddle (nsored, 1220) 


111 J=ni MINCE PIE HANDICAP (F) (DIV 1) 
1 1 l -^ u [ £3,000 added 1m 2f 


1 1 ,,w l £3,000 added 1m 2f 

1 205453 CASTLES BfflNNG (8) (CD) C Cymr 4 9 O..G FadfcMr (3] 2 

2 23002 ZA0A(32)GLU0W839T1 J Funning 4 B 

3 0BB832 CONFRONTS) pS) (CD) S Dow 99B P Doe (5) 12 

4 500064 ULTRA BEET [25) (C) R Boww 6 97 Done 0*NeM3 

5 02082D FAMOUS (FR) (10) (IQ J Bridge 598 GBwdweflSB 

6 (XffiOriO SAMJCAY(USA)W(CD)ROajfvan<96.SWWi»orti10 

? 344400 MANKATO (USA) (98) D CDspow 4 94 A McQone 9 

B 200860 CQNTQnMENT(iqnMnGlidta«y 403^ Fndartd8(7)ii 

9 05403 SOAKING £3) (QPBligoyne SB 1 PHcCaba6 

O WOQO EXPLOSIVE POWER (32) (03) GBrawxy 78 C NDay7 

II 305306 MENDOZA (2S) (C) PMkMI4B 10 WRyulS 

13 0043J4 GHWERMORRSpqCBtxdiaaS J Octal 1 

t) 000000 CAIBkOfC(5D) M ‘Bxnpldre 3 8 B NCoUeS 

14 0506 LEA VAUEY DANCER (24) JJanhhs5BB C Rutter 14 

- 14 itectertd - 

BETTING: 4-1 CanfronkK, 9-2 Zaria, 6-1 Cashes Burning, Famous. Sand 
Cay, io-i URra Boot, 1Z-1 ConlsntmenL Qlnmr Monts, 14-1 ottnre 

FORM VERDICT 

A lypicaty light and trappy AW hanefc^x CASTLES BURNING, 
for wham Hite trip e deal, has been ruining wal and has a decent 
chance, though plenty of the others can be landed agates him 


U e n l MULLED WINE HANDICAP (CLASS 
F) £3,000 added 5f 

1 OOOH PRTOE0FBRKroN(3)(IflF&ara = S4 ,CCog«n(7)10 

2 654401 TEAR WHITE (75) (D) 7 LSs 4 9 13 SWH»wth2 

3 002042 AJNAD(8)R«arvn«9G SRIgWnn(7}7 

4 550B1 TOM TUN (32) (CD) Mss JOaa 3 9 11 TWffiemal 

5 00fi)54 MIG DANCSt (17) (D) M(7anrxn39? —Candy Morris 5 

G 0)2506 HALF TONE (B) (CD) RFte»er69D DaneOTteAS B 

7 G00303 HISS BANANAS (14) (pO)CKdett39 5 _JJCatfisle6 

B 20M35 FnBflXY BRAVE (B)(CQ)LtesS KeSnoyE 94. WRyao 3 B 

9 236000 RB£*NSHME(25) (CD) CCyzerJ 9 3._.GFaufener(3)4 

10 000051 MUKARRAB (T2) (C) (D) D Chapman 4 e 13 — J Farming B 

-lOdedared- 

BETTWG:7-a Pride 01 BMn.5-1 AJnad, 11-2 Tom fta. 8-1 IhAanl). B-! 
Tear WhAs, Frtondy Bran, 10-1 Aft Dancer, Mbs Bananas, 14-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

This is Baly to be run at a very fast pace, with several real speed- 
sters In opposition The unexposed TOM TUN is better drawn 
then the other teal eme oui wtenere Pride Ot Brixton end MuftHnab 
and that advantage can s«ng tangs fns vray, though with dl three 
progressing tf*s k a race m which it is hard to be confident 


MINCE PIE HANDICAP (F) (DIV II) 
£3,000 added 1m 2f 


iO onl CHRISTMAS CRACKER CLAIMING 
STAKES (F) £3,000 added 2YO 6f 

1 565014 SEREN TEG (24) (P) B Raing B C G Faufimer (3) 6 

2 633H6 CANIGETYDURBfEATN (8) (□) B LfedBn8T1_MHlhiut4B 

3 0000 FBtST FORAY (ItqHHosd 811 JFsndngB 

4 00 TROBELLES(35)RSprar8 9 SWhftHrihl 

5 406633 MAGIOUE ETOILE (10) M Miggendge 8 8 TSfnfceSV 

6 08550 MISPRBir^qE Wheeler B 4 .S Careen (7) 7 

7 004 ESPRIT DU COBJR (29) A KMeway B 2 JOuhnli 

B 5000 FUDDLE (10) P Evans 8 2 CCogwi(7)2V 

9 K055 CANYOUHEARME(B5)NCA^SI8 0 F Norton 12 

O CH053O MAYWRBALLBWtAfM) WG MUrierflO_PHbstoKXXi(7)9 

11 055006 SPECKLED GSM (B) R Row 7 £ P DM (5)3 

V. 403020 ZOLA POWER (24) GL Moore 7 f) R Bristend (7) 10 

-12dsctsrad- 

BETT1NG: W Seren Tag, 3-1 CaiSgteynurtiteMh. 5-1 Zola Power, 6-1 
MaglqM BnBe, 10-1 Rkkfls, Msytetr Stearins, 2W attm 

FORM VERDICT 

SEREN TEG has adapted we* to the AW here and la tended to 
appretBls the dnep in class haring rut a aedtabto race m a couss 
and distance nursery last ttow. 


1 0054U JUBLEE SCHOLAR (B) (CD BF)GLMna5 9 C -F Nortan 1 B 

2 EG6225 PROSPECTOffSCOICWP? Jften»59 ID — RPlfcoB 

3 DOOOO FOREOTR0BW(B)MraLSUta59B JLrtttta Stohha (7) 6 

4 00004 CRIT1CALAn(24)AMdtee397 .TSpnksS 

5 -56005 ZYG0 (USA) (63) RRMpsG96 MTablW2 

6 000060 SEA HG (14) 5 Kn0<396- R Karin 11 

7 452500 STAR TURN (liqRFtan-4 9 3 ...Dans OTta4 7 

B 000030 QLDERSLEVE (12) N Berry 3 9 1 NCertsfeS 

8 0456-0 NOBLE HERO (341) KMogsn4 90 .R Winston (3) 8 

O 266023 TAffiADALE (24) C Booth 4 B 12 SWMwortfiM 

11 00005 SURPRESACARA(1(?BJDfnsOT3fliO NDayfO 

T2 600005 MSTER MUNNBiy (26) J JerMns5B9 T1Htans4 

13 06006 HALF TEJE (24) P Mchel 4 98 .W Ryan 12 

14 260400 AMBDEJOROUS (J9) (D) E Abate 6 60 KSkSd(3)13 

- 14 declared - 

BETTING: 3-1 Critical Ah, 4-1 JriMse Schotai, M Pnxpector'a Can, 
7-1 Tteredate, 12-1 Half TMe, NoMe Here, Mister Monnely. 14-1 otters 

FORM VERDICT 

This codd be a massy race with pace not cpiaranleed, though 
lack at an out-and-out ^»op wfl prabaUy not ncotwartence CRTT- 
ICAL AIR, who can go dose srfter a soBd effbrt over course and 
distance test ana 


19 en| PLUM PUDDING NOVICE STAKES 
( CLAS S D) £4,000 added ZYO 1m 

1 00202 DAUNTS) (7) tCO)(BF)GL Moore 9 4 DsnsOIMIBB 

2 605SC OOEEBEfiS) (CD) ATMiphySZ AMeGkmsB 

3 221 FLriNG OFHCB1 (12) (Q Sr U ftascattBO CNolta4 

4 0821 PHILATELIC LADY (24) (CO) M Haynes B Q F Norton 1 

5 OOOOO MAlCHfK(47](D)PHowing8e TWBanaZ 

6 0554 SWPUr MAGICAL (10) PlttTOlB 7 NDoy3 

- 6 declared - 

BETTING: 54 Flying Offlcec 52 Deiaitad, 3-1 PMtetaBc Lady; ID-1 Do 
Ee Be, 25-1 aropty Magical, 33-1 Ualcfiflc 

FORM VERDICT 

H progressive Rytng Officer gets the trip ha wi be vary hard to 
beat, but with the doubt easting, preference is tor DAUNTED, 
who probably fauto the octended m Just too tarat WUvertBmptan. 
and has ecBd earter track faun. 


o eel LADBROKE AW TROPHY HANDICAP 
(QUALIFIER) (E) (DIV I) £4,000 1m 

1 60000 BOLD OraBOAL (84) (D) J Hfc 4 1) 0 ACtefc7 

2 00600 TBOnJO(49)(D)AMcNae4lOO .TSpraka12 

3 3TC04 MSTER TRCKY (17B) (CD) PMlchel3911 N Day 2 

4 300001 WANK) BEACH p2) (CD) G LMcxie 799. H Bridmd (7)6 B 

5 346010 SCOTLAND BAY (44) (C) P Bdte 395 J>Dm(^3 

6 000000 SHAMWAH SONG (3^ (□) N Cteagten 3 9 3. ....W Ryan TO 

7 080050 GREBi JACKET (IQ R OSdven 391 — S WMworth 1 1 B 

8 -63040 MCEPTAflSS) PSMeEntee390 T G MoLaugUn 8 

9 OBOOO KDUASS4I (IQ) R Marvin 8 Bt). SRtfnon(7)5 

1) 0005 BSA9i£(10) Rhgam4 87 RPertm>4 

11 134400 MSS SKYE P20) JQ Lte B Sattas 3 6 4 — GBardwelB 

12 000450 BFFB. TIGER (84 Bob Janes 37 G F Norton 1 

-12 declared - 

BETIWG: 7-a Bsgttee. 4-1 WaldM Beach, 5-1 Mister THdcy, 8-1 Scot- 
land tay, ib-1 ThoOto, Shanraeri Song, 12-1 Grew JeckeL 14-1 dtere \ 

FORM VERDICT I 

BEGUILE, who caught the eye here last tone, wd have a good 
chance to Bis moderate race If he reproduces that Improved farm: 
there Is no reason why he shouldn't. Wafitfld Beach rs the Bce- 
fewt danger. 


|1 Oft I FESTIVE SPIRIT STAKES (CLASS D) 
1 ES.OOO added 1m 


I ■■‘-^1 £5,000 added 1m 

1 000t3t DAN2MOflO)(C)(D) Mrs NDataJey395.J> McCabe 2 V 

2 23330 ITALIAN SYUPftoNY (T7) (C) PExvii 4 S3_CCogan (7)1 V 

3 GOGOO APOLLO IS) (75) (C) G L Moore 9 B 12. Candy Morris 4 

4 034406 CIS. D£ REYE (10) (D) K Comertad 4 B G-TGMdaugMn7 

5 004031 NOMORE MR WCEGUV (38) E Alston 4 B 12 TSpntaE 


6 006250 PSttCLESflQ tfcsGK£tawy4812 


0(2230 STATE OF CAUTION pq K Bute 5 8 12. D Sweeney 6 B 

2W UNREAL CITY (10) (D) G Wragg 5 8 C. ACtatkS 


ETTUKL 1 7-4 Noam Mr McsguK 74 Dantao, 4-1 Unrest CfeL 7-1 Bsl- 
lan Symphony, io-i ApoOo Red, Starts Of Caution, 14-1 Psrldes. 33-1 
CtsJDeRm 


■i We"! LADBROKE AW TROPHY HANDICAP 
T".! (QUALIFIER) (E) (DIV II) £4,000 1m 

1 O000I SUARnODpa)(CQ) HssGKefewtvsno. .-WRyenB 

2 020B3 BEST QUEST (10) (BF) K Burt* 30 « D Sweeney 9 

3 000002 ROSnSPLBIDOUR (10) S Dows 99 PDoeOqi 

4 000440 SUEZ TORNADO (7) (D)E Alston 595 JOulmllB 

9 302633 COMEOUTOFTHSOG P) (CO) A IMtee394 

P Fredericks (7) 10 

6 405441 FIAME70WER(17)<D)RKairon393 —P Dobbs (7) « 

7 00000 KAHL(USA)M(CD) JB«lger4g2 GBMheQ2 

8 364001 RASPBeMYSAUCE(t2KCD)CCyiar48G GFsuamerpJS 

B «S)0 CHURCHLL'8 SHADOW (12) <C)<BF)B Peace 4 810 

F Norton 5 

« 200003 CASTLE ASHBY JACK (IQ) (Q PHwfng* B 4 TWBami4 

n 503000 HURGIi. DANCER (32) H OSulvan 4 B 3 S Drome 7 

12 233043 ZAHRAN{1B)(CD) JM8rxjtoy780 CCogan(7)B 

-I2dsctered- 

BETTING: Ftame Ibwai; B-1 ComeoanfBiefOB, 1 1-3 Smart KkL B-1 
Best Quest 7-1 Raspberry Sauce, 10-1 Carte Ashby Jack, 12-1 Robbi 
Spteodoun Suer 7btnada, KaflL 14-1 dteni 

FORM VERDICT 

Seat Quest. AoMn Splendour and ComooutoRhelbg have some 
creostable efforts to ttieir name on the surface of late, but the po- 
tentel improver la SMART KID. a bdy winner of a course and 

dsiance oatner on )» track debut Iasi tuna. 


H £> 1 2 


turing tiie multiple course win- 
ner Storm Alert, Iastyear’s vic- 
tor in this race, Celibate, and the 
progressive Get Real, on course 
for the Victor Chandler Chase. 

Channel 4 cover Uttoxeter 
and of greatest significance 
here is the appearance of Polar 
Prospect (3.40) in the last race. 
The five-year-old was also de- 
clared at Ascot, where he could 


have picked up a penalty for 
yigxt. month’s Ladhroke Hurdle. 
He turns out instead for a 
cheaper prize without the 
threat of a penalty and the tip 
should be taken. 

Warwick is also not without 
its charms as David Nicholson 
will be on hand dressed as 
Santa Claus. Rudolph may get 
his red nose outshone. 
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“He couldn't have done it any 
better than that," McCoy said. 
“He's a big horse and he han- 
dled things wen.” 

David Pipe, repre s en tin g his 
fath er, the trainer Martin, said: 
“Well wait for the horse to tell 
us whether he's up to running 
in the Gold Cup. I'm sure heU 
be entered in it as well as in the 
Royal & SunADiance Chase.” 


Tote lose the race 
for Coral shops 


^ m 


THE TOTE’S attempts to be- 
come a leading player in fee off- 
course betting market stalled 
yesterday when it pulled out of 
negotiations for the purchase of 
831 Coral shops. 

The future of these betting 
outlets, originally purchased 
by Ladbrokes but then put to 
auction after intervention from 
the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission and Peter Man- 
delson, is expected to be de- 
cided early next week. It is 
believed either Deutsche Bank 
or the venture capitalist group 
Cinven will win the bidding. 

“The Tote has tabled a final 
and fully-financed bid of £375m 
for Corai,” a statement said yes- 


jected by Ladbrokes. The Tote 

board has determined that any 
bid in excess of this level can- 
not be justified and so has now 
withdrawn.” 

Hob Hartnett, for the Tote, 
added: “It’s a disappointment 
We have been playing this 
poker game for the last couple 
of weeks and we bid up to the 
top level ofwhaf we thought the 
shops were worth." 

Coral, it appears, wall nowj" 
survive and maintain the Big 
Three, phis the Tbte. “It's won- 
derful news,” Simon Clare, 
their spokesman, said yester- 
day. “The Coral name will sur- 
vive and we will continue doing 
business.” 
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terday. “This bid has been re- 

Business, page 20 
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j RACING 

RESULTS ■ 



UTTOXETER 
Gasig: Good to Soft 
12J0: (2m 4f TlOyds novice hurtle) 

1. STORM OF GOLD _J Mogae 15-8 fav 

2. Prafasaor Cool R Supple ID-1 

3. Who Dare® Win* . ,R McGrath 14-1 
Also: 4-1 Artifinnaa 6-1 Ashgan, 7-1 The 
Goad Knight (0th). 14-1 Blanc De Btenc. 
16-1 Birbury (4th), 20-1 Luggsy: 33-1 Kaz 
Katem (5tti), Rtaig TaSsfcer, 50-1 Party 
Loader, t)0-i Anugraha. 

13 m. 1,61 T/i. 'h- (G Mam Lantxium) 
Tbte: £340: £200 £190, £a«L OF: £1020 
CSRE2Q15. 


7.00; (3m novice handicap chase) 

1. QUIET MOMENTS R Farrant 25-1 

2. Thro Fortuie J Cultoty B-1 

3. Gallant Daffy A P McCoy 8-1 

Aiao: 100-30 lav Raqta (unseated rider), 
TT-2 Over Zealous (40i). 6-1 Caras Rosa, 
12-1 Skjmahrt. id-1 RamUng Sam. 18-1 Lo- 
Flying Lfeate. Seyrrxxr Spy; 33-1 Loch Gar- 
man Hotel Ring For Rosie (6Ui). 40-7 
Charfa Hawea (5th). Mr Chnstto The Other 
Man. 

15 ran. ■/., 2a 7. «, ’/»- (P NUptiy. BnsW). 
Tota: £8950: £1360 £2^3. £Z90 DF: 
082.40 CSF: C183J4. TMcasc CV594B1 Tri- 
tecta: £3/19030; £3.44118 carried forward 
to Ascot 26 today. NR: River Gala. 

1.30: (2m 4f novice chase) 

1. LKSMCABLEBCKSIJLP McCoy Mtav 

2. Carry On Brendan ~R Johnson 25-1 

3. Dtotum j Culltty 11-1 

Also: 5-1 Andarrto (pulled up). 

4 ran. 6, 12 (M npe. vusangton) Tbte: £UQ. 
DF: £450. CSF: £5.79. 


LINGFIELD 

Going: Soft (Heavy to places) | . 

12£5:1.TICKERTY'SGIFT (M BatcheSgl/ 
84 fav; 2. Ferrara 9-4; 3. Nordanak 7-1 6 
ran. Nk. 4. (GL Moore. Brighton) Tbte £180; 
£1.10. El5a DF: £17U CSF: C44a 
1.10: 1. MARLBOROUGH (R Dunwoody) 
3-« fav; 2L Brackenhealh 1M: 3. Layaton 
d*Or33-t 7 ran. 22. dst (H Daly, Uidow) 
Tbte: £130; £uQ ca 20 DR £230 CSF; ram 
1-40: 1. HANDY LASS (T J Murphy) 

Jt fav: 2. Heart 9-4 Jt fav; 3. Be Brave 5-2. 

4 ran. a cfeL ( J Sh*h, Heatfifafe) ENk £30Q 
DF: £300. CSF: £692. 

2.10: 1. BUCKSIDE (M A Fttzgerakl) M 
tav; 2. Optimistic THMwr 5-1 ; 3. Greyton 
12-L 7 ran. 8, 4. (N Henctareon, Lantooum) 
Tbte: CW0: E1», £23Q DF: E37U CSF: E2A8 
2Mf. 1. ROBORANT (S Dirac*) 4-1 n 
fav, 2. Oufn'atwut 4-1 cCo tar; 3. Noble 
Demand 4-1 co fav. 10 ran. 4-1 cofavlmer,- 
Ugm (pulled up). 2. 4.{J Akohurst Upperl, 
Lantooum) Tote: E4J50; £160, E19Q, £140 
DF: ES30. CSF: C17U. 

3.10: 1. THE LADY SCORES (J GoMsteto) 
9-2: 2. Lyphartfa Fable 4-1 ; 3. Softiale Boy 
B-13 fev. S ran. 16 heUS Dom Epaom) TWe: 
E440: £220, £180. DF: £530 CSF: 0036. 
3-40: 1. GENEROUS DEAL (B Fenton) f>1; 

2. Jodi l-io fav 3. Langteeford 9-1 4 ran. 
a a [Mrs L Stubbs; Tbric) Tbte: E&40 DF: 
£130. csF: cnaa 
Pfacapot: £2050 Chradpob £9.70. 

Place 6: Elan Place 5: £1U2. 


^2 

■■****01 



230: (2m handcap hunse) 

1. LORD RICHFIELD X Atepuni 5-1 

2 Ktogdom Emperor — G Tonney 10-1 

a Galant Mon A P McCoy 13-8 fav 

Also: 5-2 Micdar (Bth), 11-1 Saint Cfel, 12-1 
Samarud (8th). 25-1 Sound Appeal (4th). 
7 rare 5 i‘A. 'h. efist, ’A. (S Brookshow. utt- 
tegton) Tote: £5.10; £180 C30Q DF: £1680 
CSF: £4120. 


230: (2m 4f iioyds novice hurdaj 
1. BATH HOUSE BOY — R Johnson OS 

2 Dirty Dozen A Maguire 4-1 tav 

2 Marry Path ... J Osborne 9-3 

Also: 11 -2 Cox wen Cossack. Tricky Trevor. 
10-1 Btadrwater Brave, w-i Qufckswood. 16- 
1 Arts: Ground (Slh). Carbury Cross (4th). 
33-1 Abtgols star. 50-1 Vale Hopper. 66-1 
Caromteu (Bth). 

12 ran. L 7. 20. dst (H Daly. Ludtow) 
Tbte: £560; E2SH £170 £170. DF: £870 
CSF: £2156. Ml Rising Trout 

3.00; (2m famed hancBcap chase) 

1. NEARLY AN EYE Hoard 1 1-8 lav 

2. Dantes Cavalier G Bradley 7-2 

X Aslnren Boy A P McCoy 7-2 

Also: 8-1 Ffetnteg Miracle (4th). 10-1 Nakr 
(Sih). 

5 m 8, 2V». 10 22. (P Nichols. Siepton 
Motet) Tutu: £2.70: £140 £160 DF: £3.70 
CSF: ESfiO 


3 J O- Pm M4 flat race) 

1. STBEL BLADE-N WMtemson 4-1 cotav 

2. Kingfisher Flyer J Osborne 6-1 

3. Briery Am R Johnson 4-1 co fav 

Also: 4-1 co tav Shah, 5-1 Drera <3sn (5th). 
8-1 Adesso, 10-1 Barkingatthamoon. 25-1 
My Man Dan (4th). 33- 1 Ahhrey Tort* 
(SIN). 

8 ran. 7», 7. 2. 3, G (K Bolen Upper Lam- 
boum) Tate: £48(7, £2.10 EiUjt), CT5Q OF 
C247U CSF: £2635. 

Jackpot £16.79420. £2128844 earned fa- 
ward to Ascot today. 

Ptoeepob £9890 Quadpoc £2640 
Place 8: £168.78 Place S: £7672 


SOUTHWELL 

Going: Standard 

1 1-50: 1. PERECAPA |G Faukw) KXMO; 

2. Sun Fairy 8-1; 3. Danka «-l gran. 3-1 

tw Magpcal Shot (4lh). l. 2{. (B Ftefag) Tbte: 

£520; £240, £130 £5.10 DF: £1350 CSF: 
£20 34 

1z - 2ft RAMBO WAUZER (M FBchard- £ 
Mn) Z Jlbfire « (1 R-4 JMav 3. ’■ 

Newr >torioor33-L T5 ran. Nk, 7. (D Ntehote) 
Tbta: £480; Ei4Q £150 £890 DF: £800 CSF: 
£582. NR: Lobucha 

1iHO:1.TlMEOUT(CLD«v1hert5-25a.Dutl- 
fey Alien 25-i ; a. l* Sauvege T, s. 8 ran. 
>3-8 lav Ahfvena (sth). ia ( G Moore) Tote: 
£420; £190, £410 £150 DF: CS6M CSF: 
£5644. 

1 1 - HUGWTTY (A ftMQ 7-1 ; 2. Suatoch 
Brens fav; 3. Ytaoman Oliver 7-1 12 ran. 

3^ a. (G Bravery) Tomb £8to; £140 £110 

Q20. DF. £43Q CSF: £1335. NR: Antarctic 
Storm, Hah Navigator, Just tabby Ltertto. 
1-50: 1. RICH BALLERINA (H Fitzpatrick) 

®“ 1, Wain Mountain 3-1: 3. Lady Odd- 
£ 16 ran - 1 *. 10 (D Carrol) Tote: 

Cw ® 0: 5:450 E2AO £2.10 DR P9a?p CSF- 
£3091 

^-20:1- ADELPHl BOY (L tawton] t1-4fev 

a RNteWa g.2; a. Ofl wn, ’j, ^ 1Vs 

™l (M Cnacimnni Tm*. on 



terw ' ; : 


^ .. . • — — iufwi.iv*, 

(M Chapman) Tots: £170; £150 £140 

^ 1 D 5.5?L CSF; CMaa Trioasc £6058. 

1 - ELTON LEDGER (R Price) 8-5 fav, 
Z. Ok John 20-1; 3. Gamock Valley T1-2. 

ra»T'rf« , e . 1V ' **** N Maca ^ TWrt 

Q^Elia ESfiO £2-10 DF: £3480 CSF: 

FAR CRY (Mr C Vigors) B-Tl tav 2-, 

£170 DF; £1020 CSF: £1501 TricasC 
C5797 NR: ,t1c * sc 

Place B: £3992 Place 5: £979 


;> Vr~r^-j 
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Tamarindo assisted 
by his tender years 

The former top jump jockey 


Steve Smith Eccles analyses 


today’s Betterware Cup 


ASCOT 



Unguided Missile; A good 
third to Tamarindo at Chel- 
tenham last week when his 
jockey, Tbny Dobbin, report- 
ed that he had “blown up” on 
the turn for home. Improve- 
ment can be expected. 
Thmarmdo: Given a brilliant 
ride to win at Cheltenham by 
Tony McCoy, who has to be 
the best jockey I have ever 
seen. This improving five- 
year-old will take all the beat- 
ing here. 

Callisoe Bay. A giant horse 
who has never really fulfilled 
his potential. Always threat- 
ens. but rarely delivers. 

Philip's Woody: Won in fine 
style at Doncaster last week 
and will have an each-way 
chance if the ground comes 
up soft. 

King Lucifer: Should im- 
prove for his Wetherby run 
and is quite useful on his 
day. An each- way contender. 


Dr Bones: Could run well if 
he repeats his Wetherby run 
but there must be some 
doubt about his ability' to stay' 
this three-mile trip that he at- 
tempts for the first time. 

Torduff Express: Lightly 
weighted and in good form. 
He may make the frame at 
best, but looks outclassed. 


Conclusion: Vet another big 
chase at the mercy of Messrs 
Pipe and McCoy, whose 
TAMARINDO is an exciting 
prospect. Still open to im- 
provement at the tender age 
of five, he looks too good for 
the more seasoned cam- 
paigners Philip's Woody and 
Unguided Missile, who an? 
more likely than the rest Lo 
make a race of it. Those of you 
looking for each-way value 
may prefer to take a chance 
on King Ludfer. who should 
improve for his seasonal bow. 


ASCOT 

3.40: Charlie Mann makes no 
secret of his regard for his 
recent Cheltenham winner 
Hoh Invader, the likely 
favourite today. BLUE- 
DONK started favourite but 
was beaten into third that 
day, but with conditions and 
a weight pull in his favour can 
turn the tables. 

□□□ 

2.15: Deano's Beano is the 
chosen one from eight 
entries Martin Pipe original- 
ly had in this race. He report- 
edly feels the six-year-old is 
top class, and he would need 
to be to beat the likes of last 
year’s Cheltenham winner 
Princeful and PADDY'S 
RETURN, runaway winner 
of this race last year 
□□□ 

2.50: TAMARINDO justified 
his tall reputation with a bril- 
liant win over a field of classy 
stayers at Cheltenham, and 
can justify a 9lb rise in the 
weights this afternoon. 
Unguided Missile finished 
ten lengths in arrears that 
day back in third place. He 
has a 101b pull in the weights 
on a track where he has a 
great record. 

UTTOXETER 
2.10: SURSUM CORDA can 
only find this easier after 


HYPERION'S 
TV TIPS 


having to concede lllb to the 
talented four-year-old Flag- 
ship UberaUes at Exeter. He 
should get a fast pace from 
chasing newcomer Nipper 
Reed so has chances of out- 
staying Distant Echo and 
Boh Express. 

□□a 

2.40: G1GI BEACH may not 
have too much finishing pace 
but he does gallop and has 
over a stone less to carry 
after the latest defeat at 
Newton Abbot Lord Khalice 
has an interesting look with 
only lOst and rates the best 
each -way investment 
□CO 

3.10: COUNTRYMAN did 
enough on his chasing debut 
behind Distant Echo at 
Chepstow to suggest he will 
take some beating off lOst 
91b in this weak handicap. 

□CO 

3.40: TAUFAN BOY failed 
narrowly against the back- 
to-fbrm Bramblehffl Duke at 
Newbury. That was a cred- 
itable effort and yesterday’s 
rain has increased his 
chance. 


Doumen’s 1-10 loser 


BRAVE PUNTERS who decided 
_~j|ake the odds of 1-10 offered 
'£35ut the Francois Doumen- 
trained Jodi in the bumper at 
Lingfield yesterday suffered 
an expensive and painful re- 
verse. 

The French raider, part- 
nered by the trainer's son 
Thierry, was the subject of two 
bets of £100 to £800 and one of 
£100 to £1,200- 

However, after looking sure 
to win on the home turn, she 


failed to quicken in the fami fur- 
long and went down by three 
lengths to Generous Deal who 
was giving the trainer Linda 
Stubbs her first winner under 
National Hunt rules. 

Doumen was far from de- 
spondent over the defeat of his 
prohibi tively-priced newcom- 
er and observed: Tt was lack of 
experience and the ground. It 
does not wony me too much. 
After all, the winner is by Gen- 
erous." 


1988 899091989394959897 


I Fate of the favourite* 1/F P F A g 1 V3 HBF/U 1 

jjjnwrt place In tteufngtlj 0 3 A 8 1 

SOrUng-prlcoa: tM 33-1 5-1 A 7-1 Tt-B 3-1 7-2 4-1 5-3 

Wimars' wngfghtg: 104 X10 W0 A B1 ftB BS 1M M IDS 

Winners' aQOtt: 779A76777 

P rofit or loss to El sake: Favourites +££30 Second Favourtos -£900 

Percentage of nrinnara placed tat, 2nd or 3itf In teat race: 67% 

Shortest-priced winner: Yoing Hustler (T9B3) H-& 

Longest -priced winner: goMawmeh Q9B9) 33-1 

Top traine r N TWiston-Dawes - Captain Dtotofo figgjt \bujng Huger (1993) 

Top Jockey: C Ueweflyn - Captain Dfabto {19921. Young Hustler (1993} 


ASCOT 2.15 

C H L S T 

ftmhi 1 H 3-1 3-1 3-1 3-7 

Deano's B wno n-* 3-1 7-3 03 3-1 

PaUfakdm T« 81 « S- 1 

S pattMThtw 10-1 81 9-1 « 81 

Ocnei Hawk PI 0-1 81 tM 

dsfaSaetp tM ti-t fl-i tM U-1 

Shoolhig Ugln 14-1 181 H-1 181 _W 

Itnpole tt-1 14-1 B-1 "g-T 

ilrPacy t-i C-i »i an ST 

Ctogn 25-1 2CM B-1 g-1 *1 

ptimm 33-1 33-1 38-1 33-1 281 

SBwWwfr »1 XU S-1 281 381 

aiw.ni 481 481 481 S-1 

Bxn net a qua»ea «ms. pass r. z 3 
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: ALL COURSES RESULTS 

I n«qi 261 970 I 


Hecfay Sudan « 6-1 B-1 7-1 

Uadmfce 7-1 a-l 7-1 84 

gql Bead! B-i &Z 9-1 fri 

lintel YtiUlt 8-1 81 81 7-1 

tyAMnde 18T W-1 181 W 

ftwrafc tt-1 11-1 181 0-1 

FbQla&rH 281 2P-1 281 8-1 

KgtrBotan 281 t-1 s-l B-i 

BaiftaShr P-1 381 251 381 

rcSOtfiflf 33-1 33-1 «-1 

&obemsqua*r#«iJdS.fiacasi,i3 

ASCOT 2.50 

C H L 6 T 

J xg fWa M M 84 84 84 

, a giMadHMB 4-1 5-1 83 82 M 

| fa MTBqanga 11-2 11-2 5-1 81 K 1 

81 7-1 81 03 6-1 

Phapfil Wtoady W 81 81 81 81 

PrBOfiW H W O' 1 M 

( yaw Bay tM C-1 T81 PI 181 

fidr c* s tutsrfte odds. ptos 1. ? 


12.35 KURAKKA (nap) 
1.10 Squire Silk (nb) 
1.40 Bluedonix 


HYPERION 

2.15 Paddy's Return 
2.50 Tamarindo 
3.20 Toto Toscato 


GOING: Chaw cuurs*- - Good id Soil HutW* cootm - Soft 

■ Rigm hand course with tasting uphdl Iran. 

■ Course IS m-ar |uneiiort o< A329 and A33& Access from M3 IJurtt 3) and WM (June 
6) Raiway station (service from London. Waterloo} adjoins course ADMISSION: Mem- 
bers Ctt fir 25 year-olds half-price): Grandstand fl Paddock £*): Silver Ring £5. CAR 
PARK: No’s t 2 S 3 M, remainder tree 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS; D Nlcfiotaon 20 me trwn B7 miviere (23*^1. M Mpe 6- TBpa^l 
K Bailey 13-88 1324^) N TWlaon-DavUis C^4 |M3Sf 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 28 wins horn 105 rides (26.7%V J Oabomo 22-84 

R DunwOOdy 19- 117 {ft^iL N Williamson t6-75 (213^1 

■ FAVOURITES: 127 wvc. lion. 339 ndiH ( success ralo 38£%l. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIUE; Nona 

LONG DISTANCE TRAVELLER: Ungutdad MtosMe pas Its been sen 288 


IQ 9C 'BOOK OF MUSIC' NOVICE CHASE (GRADE 2) 
1 *-•'*'* \ (CLASS A) £19,000 added 2m 3f 110yds Penalty 
Value £12,260 

1 0 520 BUJNGSGA7E |!4| (Q (G D Uwty A Ms B CtKenev) 0 Ebuom But) .PHaBoy 

2 -Orm NO RETREAT (NZ| pll (QjIUW SAN mmfij 5 BnKishWi 5tt O . — W Uaraton 

3 *5-11 COUNTRY BEAU (23) (D) (Mr; J J J K»R 6 T1 7 ^JIARbgeraM 

4 333-1 KUWUCKA (44) fMrsMCSwnnewJ GffcWSnj ROungoady 

5 10-31 LETS BE FRANK (10) (D) (Ms M U Stotorq N Chance 7 n 3 ...SDraadi 

6 F3PXX ROSENCRANTZ (S23J (C) (Ms I Phflps) *fas V WNams fi n 3 NVTSamxan 

7 -3TOi SILENT CRACKER (IS) iSfe™ Pnnners) M Purntr. trU AUagutaB 

8 332-3F STROHGMIADW (15) (D) |Ms ABrode) TCaseyTII 3 .TJlfcephy 

-Bdedarad- 

BETTING: 5-2 No RetreaL 31 CoutbY Beau, 100-30 Kurakka, 11-2 Lees 5a Frank. 15-2 mnga- 
gate. 181 Rosancrantz, 12-1 SHeid Cracker. Strong PUadki 
1997 Chefs Song 7 11 n R DuramoOy 31 [S Donj 3 ran 

FORM VERDICT 

A compeiiiive opener winch con go to B> LUNGS GATE whose dose ttwd to Dines a 1 
Sanoown looks smad tofrn Me we be suited by tins longer trip and can rrtbet a Irsr chas- 
rg defeat on me pnmerg ino No Retreat Country Beau and Kurekaa 

|1 ihl FROGMORE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) £14,000 
I 1 * l VI added 2m Penalty Value £9,267 

1 5d-3 CELIBATE (14) (COl (Sumkrt Brtdrje Pamerefip) C Main 7 12 0 . .J4rNFeUy(7) 

2 tEi.'S SGURESILK (-191(0) (R 0»fem P ffctnfc 9 r S RDumnody 

3 2*1 -ID STtSBI ALERT (29) (CQ) iMrs D Pencnr £i Ndubon rnD _. ..AMagidra 

4 t£-F5 UULKEV PRINCE p9) (D) (W M G Bach) J H Jchnsoi 7 4 NWffibaam 

5 1102 CCT REAL (30) iD BF) (Pcneei Tiratmewi N Hendswi 7 T) 1 .. II A Ftagerald 

-5dadared- 

BETTTNG: 11-4 Storra Atari, 81 Squire SO, 10830 Gel RooJ. 9*2 Cefituta, 11-2 Uulkov Prince 
*M7 Ctueu 6 n 7 M A FcgcraU B-i |C Mam} 7 inn 

FORM VERDICT 

Unbhely to be any hangmg around here as four d the live can front rui This ctxifl set 
ihinqs up toi tlx- come-irc-m -behind SQUIRE SILK, who a wel treated on his novice 
term and who s/vfied with pfe-my of promo? on Its return here m October vi a hot event 

in a n\ MriiE GROUP KENNEL GATE NOVICE HUR- |.].UI 
L 1 ™.! DLE (GRADE 2) (A) £14,000 added 2m U U3I 
110yds Penalty Value £9,002 

1 28 in BUfHJONlX (FRI (35) (CO) (Ms D Thorapsoni D Ncnotson 5 II 7 .. AMagun 

pmK purple crcei Pete. /rrvy»J stew; purple cap 

2 H-C1 HOH UWAOED pq (D) (D F AOporti C Manri 6 n 7. . RDunnmody 

ml Utx£ chamns, wtute rJeevec, btach ormtats. wttfe cap 

3 IF REN20 (21) (CD) lOwnhenn Lid) J L Hare 5 n 7 CUneByn 

red. btxk •ath. stoeves. red sBis. hbek and red hooped cap 

S 1 SALAUAHm)(D)ILadyUoydlMibaiCEgenai4il7 J Osborne 

pmk end grey domcnck. park cap 

i 1-1 HIDBOUND (38) (D) (W V A Ms E 3 Robnsi N Henderson 6 it 4 . JIAFtzgeott 

tyangs. brack cpautec. b&cA and orange ssnpcC Soeves. alack cap. orantje star 

5 2PD TOW® STREET (28) (Mael Jactetn Btoodstock) J Gtftcrd 7 11 D PHkto 

brawn. wMelwcp and sleeves, quartered op 

7 3P-C51 SPORADIC MISSILE p3) (D) (Risen Sin Syndcate) G Hcuigan |H) 4 Q 9 . C F Scan 

whna emerald green doc. hooped sfeoies. redcap 
- 7 declared - 

BETTING; 11-4 Hoh Invader. 7-2 Btandontx. Salanah. 82 Hidebound, 81 Renzo. 81 Sporadic 
MissBe. 181 Tower Street 

OT7 Wbhtoa Sands 4 H 0 A P McCoy 84 lav (J Diricp)9ron 

FORM GUIDE 

Bluedonii: Sk?w early pace efid noi sat when 5 length fourth to Hoh Invader (7fc worse 
off) n Grade 2 nonce at Cheltenham lim good to soft) last month Previously rn- 
presave Miner of two novees, ndudng ovbt course and tfctsnce 


UTTOXETER 


12.30 Junglf 
1.00 Tmkelor 
1.35 Norlandlc 
2.10 Sursum Corda 


HYPERION 

2.40 Gig! Beach 
3.10 Countryman 

3.40 Taufan Boy 


GOING: Soft 

■ Left-hand course. Run-in of 170yris 

■Cause is 5E of town near 65017. Lhicweter station (Dertjy-Crewe fine) adjoins course. 
ADMISSION: Club £15 (GAPs £12): Tatter sans HO (OAPs C7): Centre of course £5. 
CAR PARK: Free. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 32 wins Iron 117 runners (success rale 27A-M D 
Nicholson 22 wins from M runners tZ2S*l. K BaUey 19-103 (»<%). O Sherwood 10- 
60 (30M 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 30 wins horn 109 rides (success rate 275%1. R 
Dunwoody 23 wars (Tom 117 rides 097%). N Williamson 22-116 (19%). H Johnson 20- 
145 (138*.). 

■ FAVOURITES: 252 wvts Irom 669 races (37.7%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME. Twisted Logic (135). 


Ii9 ‘301 TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL PAST PUPILS NOVICE 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m Penalty Value 
£2/132 

1 1F-«P AFON ALWBI [3S) Hr|*.T*c| PHctto^ tt 7 nWMger{5) 

2 OW1 ALTWtET CAPTAIN (22) F LloytJ) W Qay B T) T2 -.SWynna 

3 3-644R BANAWAR (USA) (B) IMss G OFenafl) D Cant ! A WO _ACCoy<e(5) 

4 00-00 CONSTANT HUSBAND (8) (S Corbett) fl N Bew 5 V S GaryLyons 

5 3483 JUNGU (38) [Ms P Sbrtey) P Webber 5 D 12 - - JAMcCarthy 

6 UERifiin (F44) (Cottage Ricng ftrtwrshp) Lady Hertire 4 tD C ADwrrdon 

7 88 iflJHflSSIL (19CQ P w Vapob) K Magan 5 10 12 ...ASSmkh 

6 68350 CAPSOFF (14) (G Hubbaid) G Hutteid 5 10 7 GTormey 

9 OF- GAY ARCTIC (21?) (A L tacos) P Hobbs 5 D 7 MrDOHeara (7) 

- 9 declared - 

BETTING: evens Jungtl, T-S AJonAhvan. 4-1 UeUtout, 14-1 MuhragB, CapWff, 281 Banawai; 281 
Gay Aretie, 33-1 others 

697. Polar Prospect 4 6 12 G Torney 7-1 (P Hotto) 15 ran 

FORM VERDICT 

ARmi Ahwui must be regarded as under a cloud at present and this could be (he op- 
portunity tor JUNGLl to open his account over hurdles after a promaing first effort at 
Newbury MeHleur has some Ftai-race speed and Is a potential threat H his jumpvtg is 
acceptable, although he was not (he most straight forward of customers on die Flat 

1 nn l ALAN POVEY SIGNS NOVICE SELUNG HURDLE (G) 
l,u Ul £2,000 added 3YO 3m 110yds Penalty value £1,690 

i PBOO ALLEGIANCE (33) (P vtbgmamj P VWgmem n 3 DbUthmaB 


C CM H Wfcm HI L lahdBS SSwle# H* 


2 061 THE ROBE (23) (G W Day) A Card 0 12 — .GTbrawy 

3 R DELJIO (S) (D J Chndcphefl R Stitpson to 6 BDove(7) 

4 0 Gl BUES (35) (A ObtIk Brawn] R Simpson D D kb J Own (7) 

5 00 LAWYER'S DREAM (18) (14 J Pettis) T Geoge 6 D TJeriffl 

G BIY5TERY MAN (F301) |P Bradby) P Bra*y 6 U ^ HartDng 

7 CHTUBSDC CHRIS (FI 80) iCpnmt*: Racng) A Stre^Ef O t) .^..TBey 

B 0 PMSHARP (17) {□ Sodod-l fl Ford 6 6 RHcGfitfl 

9 02 SatORHURaTpBJfttsPaylMraPStyDD OMcPhal(5) 

O 0 TOP MATTE (72) (TOp Gate P a tnerahp) G OatesJaiw 6 W R Studhobne (5) 

tl 2FD BRETECHE (ffl) (16) (G Scarion & Hss J Krt) M Ppo tO 5 ..G Supple (31 B 

12 P FAIRY THIS (S) (Ms G MBs) K Mcrgsi 10 5 -A55n*h 

O 444 HELHCSHttL(9)(JSWbrJ0JLHantsn5 LffHara 

» 0 HORIZONTAL (23) (The HaBnere) W Qay 6 5 — S Wynne 

•6 OP RUBY BEAR (18) (D J KJrtdand) W fttsbavne to 5 J Qokbtetn (5) 

£ 5 TRAKEL0Bpa)H-AUar^n)flHainstedD5 G^rLysw 

-iBttedared- 

BETTWG: 84 Bretadw, 81 Helenes HA 7-1 SmorHoM, 181 The Robe, History Kan, 14-1 Lawyer - * 
Dream. Trakeloc 281 otttets 

WfT: Stont Vatey 3 W 5 A Thornton 84 In (lites L SJddaB) n ran 

FORM VERDICT 

BRETECHE has shown enough to suggest she should have no iSfftairy ptekng up a 
race n this (pade and 6 preferred to Helenes HM. who was n front of Trakotor, Hori- 
zontal and Lowywrs Dream when a <ak fourth in a non- setter over this course and cfc- 
tanee last month Gl Blues could be interesting at decern adds. 


| i o cl MOB1LEFONE CONDITIONALS NOVICE HANDICAP 
1,00 1 HURDLE (E) £3,000 added 2m Penalty Value £2,484 

1 034-11 DOUBLE STRIKE p4) (CD) (Henro Partrwrdip) lire P By 7 fi D .OUcPtal 

2 P21-43 LUCKYROSS(19){D)(MILRaor^HDaly7t1 12 Lftimmhi 

3 38FPB MONKS SOHAM (42) (G Htitoardl G fitted 1) 11 6 L Berber (7) 

4 F1*33 TWBTH3LDGK (14) (D) iLISfandS BoodSDCjOSShBnwoQ5'n 8 G Brace (5) B 

5 434H ROSEYBOYfIB) (fcfea P Wfcon & U S Vriscn) U P«m3r 5 Tl 5 LCorcnranp) 

E 42283 ARBiTWELUCICY(G31pf) JJ0YW511 4 — R McGrath 

7 40834 HAPPY MNSTRAL (16) (J Gfeciwei & D Mchcte) P Mchcfc 4 11 3 JTVawtJB 

B 4CC3P- GLEYUM (Z17) (M5 J K Pore!) N TcwttrHJWes B B n _ .. J GofeUdn 

9 0W» NORLAIOICINZ) fM) (TiHousePBrwreh(})PHflttB6lOlO R»»BW 

B CW3B- TEAL0AY(2Z7)(PAJones)5Braql(slB*6O9 JtAbpmi 

11 /UP® BOWLS PATROL (17) (D) (Mb EBbJJ Upson 6 OB G Supple 

e 0P85 ARGUABLY (16) (Mb C oin MjrtayiGBaktogBIO? FKonlryP) 

■0 08632 NATNEBUCK (14) (Ona Owr Par Pshneraiipi U !Mkrsan5 D2 RWafctay 

W 02/33 NUDLARKpO) (JNcrtjn) Jf*»w6102 ^HwbmdV 

B 005313 YKSLSHRARK(M)(fi55tiiBlRaSTgP»tnenshlflAJflmes5 0Z — LAapaBB 

fi 2-2032 PENMYAFB (25^ (Eras Dl MsN Crew) SBrootehew7 DO ,.C McCormack 

-i6(Mmd- 

MniTMii tea. Tft* hondesp vogfr. Pemfitea 9sf 13b 

BETTING: 81 Aiwrt We Lucky, 81 Double Strike, 7-1 Twisted Logie, 81 Luefcy Roes, Nortanfflc. 
10-1 Webb Park. 12-1 Happy IfiuML Bowles RMtri, 181 PemyafwL 181 oft m 
1897. m correepanring race 

FORM VERDICT 

flk) a competitive staying tundeep NORLAND ic is ghen a fa«y confident vote after hto 
eye-catdiing effort behind vary useni Rtoa Kng at Chepstow. He meets nothing of that 
caKtre here and shoild Improve ter the step up to 3m. The dangers are Native Bucfctand 
PBmyahel. 


Hoh Invader: Highly thou^tt-of U brevier to top ctass twdtr rv— > Star wnsM nv 
preesrre Cnefienhom wn (beat AaHey Muck 4 lengjtsi. has worked ou: wet 
ftamx Useful stayer on the Flat baked a bargavt at S5CO jots when mafcno a 10 
length waring rxnfles debut ter new stable over tooay's course 3nd dstance (fewer 
Street ttvrd). Fei at the nrj ftghi when taketg on top-dass company sr tewsasie 
tastumg 

Sahmah: Summ?r purchase (9ZJ300 gnaj from Roger ChartnnS Etabto Made prsmiB- 
ng sun over (bjto^ boaeng ortanar/ rtva» by e tengtno n Newbury Em soft) n?nce 

last monm H^ty regarded by Joitm Osborne 

Hidebound: knpnsaaw bumper witner ba spmg who mope successful ra«£ng<jetsJ 
by 6 tengwj a (ter-tsur, 1 (2m. goodi foa marnh. Looks Insure choang pnwpw~ From 
a yard <n enceflam term 

Tower street: 14 lengths befsrd Renzo (7ft worse off) wtien cne-paced tfwd x Ascp - . 
on fu 1>st outing for :«m yean Shcub improve for that njn But un&kely to t» good 
enough 

Sporadic MlsaHe: improvfog kisn-trained fily was driven out to wr 16-nsiner navee 
at UrtcwMaf C2m. good to soft) last month beating Dunsfon Ba i’« lengths 
verdict Ttwre stroma be imlebaween BLUEDONDC and Hoh Invader on nee ran- 
wig X Cheltenham witit the lanes new 7Bj worse off tor the 5 length margin aver te 
rural However DavaNcftciSons charge watove die scfigreutd and jus: gets the noi 
The dark horses of me race are classy Newtuy winner Safaenah, and Renzo, who 
CO lid nuke a chaSence ft he jumps round. 


p 1 c SMURFTT LONG WALK HURDLE (GRADE 1) I -1- T 3I 
" iq l (A) £45,000 added 3m If 110yds Penalty LraUkSU 
Value £29374 

1 03 IE, ANZLM ($46) (3K Fcrecare Pmerfoa □ NcrcSon 7 It 7 _R ttesaey 

Cad dm and yeHotv srrpcs. wme and cap 

2 23381 CASTLE SWES> 129) lUxd ’.'teteyj D [fccison 7 Tt 7 JUdagutae 

roya/Uje. earn anped sleeves 

3 1/P2P. CYBORGD (775) (Q (D) (Carey Store HSdngs) M P^e 5 n 7 R Greens 

>«#»•. maroon cross beta, raysl Me sleeves, rival Mjh and yeBw rparwedcs* 

4 51T1- DEAW7S BEENO [3E7) M Pipe 6 n 7 ... _.APIteCoy 

rtan. Uje. wfMBstwves: di> Uue dbmarxfii wfitfe cap daA due denieoS? 

5 «8B MR PERCY (M (C) (Feb Rossraefs Wkkm & Son) J OHM 7 it 7 . .PWUb 

beige, bixb hpSote bn end amiss, qu wwedeap 

6 3-E21 OCEAN HAWK 125) (CD) |U A-der-XSss J BraadusQ N Iwstm-Cbnes 6 P r CUsveSyn 

tgra Ube. nsraon imevitn ften^ kghi blue end manxmrpjamred cap 

7 253-2F RADOYS REHAB* (32) (CD] (BF) !P OTfomsS) F Muphy Git 7 CFSvan 

emaaWpeen wtwe ftotyis and dms crarg a cap 

8 Fn/45 PHARANEAR (Q (D) (SOness Threaded Fastene&i □ Kchctscn 8 n 7 .AThomton 

ted. brad chews *tnre zieeves, red ermfes. red end black sSrpec cap 

9 TW-i PWCEFU. (21) (R Hchrst Ms J Pffnan 7 n 7 RDuroreody 

igte Vue and orange astmndr* tgtcuue sfoarac. IgWbUe cop. verge car 

V CM-52 SHOOTING LIGHT (21) yMSmwi) Plftrpfcy 5Tt7 NWStansonV 

rad. purple sfce-.es. radwmias Vac* op. yeSow car 
n W540 SHYER WEDGE (42) (CD) (tt S Vn E S Ha&rei N Hendsscn 7 n 7 MAFfogerafo 
conge Ksc* eoaWeK. hiiCit and orange onped Veaven Vac* usp orange sr 
12 1TO-P SPLENDID THYtC (O) (J Gatvarmi T Casey 6 h 7 . . WUaraton 

*tee. red stnpe 

* anw TURHPOLE pa) IM S tAriVV a V.'Imrci LVi M ReN&ey 7 n 7 tlrAOempsei 

royat Vue. yeftw st-p«J sw«. rayoi Wjo cap. w«o* star 
-13 declared - 

BETTOta 81 PrtncetuL 7-2 Deano's Beano, 4-1 Paddy's Retuni, 81 SpfendM Tbyne. 181 Cas- 
tto Sweep, Ocean Hawk, 14-1 ShcoUng Ughl. Tunipote. 781 Cybcrgo, Mr Percy, 25-1 SSver V/edge. 
381 Ptarancar. 481 Arman 

t»7 Psddys Return sn ?N WtiTscn 3-t (= (iirpr-yj 7 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Anaiin: Has nc: won vxx puttrg n the performance of hs bte to be second to Karstv 
m the Stayers' Hurtle at (he 997 Cheftenhsm Festival 

Castle Sweep: Vary good hurcflsr two seasons ago (won Tote Sever Trophy at Chep- 
stow) Haung lira not for nearly tvra years when one-paced thnt 7 tengtos beheld 
JuyiBh here 12m 4t good to soft) &xe » come on tar that rui 
Cyborgo: A game from-runnng chaser ightty raced bst season - and no: seen out 
arc? puffing- ip lame r last seasons Goto Cup Probable warm-up tor hs ettssrg 
campaign 

Deano's Beeno: Kghly regarded winner ol three hurdes last season, most resernty 
a 3m handeap at Bangor lest December: Had to mss toe Stayers HutSe at Chetenham 
due to wury but traviei reports he is now spot on 

Mr Percy: Tates tug step up n tip after running twice over 2m this term, the first an 
vrcressve wn here (heavy), before dbappovttng bfihnd Grey Shot at CheterTiam 
lest month 

Ocean Hawk: Reverts to hurting after moody displays nowce chasing Won Grade 
£ event on heavy gourd at Worcester (2m 71) last month despite aknos! refusing at 
the last Freshed a thrd to Pmceful m Stayer's Hu4e a the Festival 
Paddy's Return: Tbp siayfog lutSer, reportedly ryured when dsappovttng fifth n Slay- 
ers 1 HtacSe last season has no! taken to chasfog nhs two outings the term but fram- 
er reports he Is a! h«s peek lor ths race, wtveh he««cri lost season by 19 lengths 
Pttaranean Jumped stetcMy when 9 lengths 5th lo Brave Tornado at Cheltenham 
(3m. good to soft) bst week Held by PrtoceM on previous on at Newbury 
Princeful: A surprise wnter of lasr seasons Stayers' Hurtle, he showed that lo be no 
fluke with a game 27: length wr over a fitter Shootrg Light (7t> better off) at New- 
bury (3m soft) at the end of last month 

Shooting Light rtgh-dass hurtfler, ran up to he best al Newbury when he led from 
the seventh until being caught on the ruvkt by Fttncehi. Previously 20 lengths fifth »i 
Tote S4ver Trophy at Chepstow 

SHver Wedge: 1995 winner of ths nice. Won on the flat r October but was having 
first outing over hurtles after long lay-off through Injury when uncommon] 8Ui beat- 
en -43 lengths, by Msier Morose al Chepstow {2m 4^ good to soft) last month 


0 ml heathyards engineering novice chase lan 

^‘ lu l (CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m Penalty Value BShfl 
£3,485 

1 44®l DISTANT ECHO (24) (CD) (M Fcrdtam) P Nchdb B ft 6 -...JTozard 

red wftflesa: saiped sfeevcc. leknvcap 

2 +F221 HOH EXPRESS (15) (D) (Ms J L Egan) P Webber 6 tt 6 RGarritty 

emerald gieen and grey cfaboio. emetato green sfeeves. prey aimtec. quartered cap 

3 U5/F-2 COUNTRY STAR (21) (CD) (Ms S Iwfer} E L James 7 11 0 GBrstSey 

dark green. Bght green seams, dark green cap 

4 56005- NIPPER RS! (242) (CD) (G Ppen fl Snpscn 0 n 0 . _ ..ATbomton 

brtMn end orange [quartered), emerald green sleeves 

5 2TIC SURSUM CORDA (IQ (D) (M Mud-Thornas) H CMy 7 11 0 J) Farrant 

irfibr. red sleeves, check cap 

6 D0B252 VERYWEU-(23) (MrsTUchnes armed kks Tl**nes Skroer 7 n o TReed 

phk mloer steenes.pt* armlet, orped cap 
-6 declared - 

BETTING: 84 Distara Echo, 83 Cwreby Slat, 4-1 Hah Express, 9-3 Sursuin Corda. 81 Nipper 
Reed. 281 Varywefl 

1997: LftkeKflrtH6n 12 H Thornton 1-3 tav IP Mchols) Bran 

FORM GUIDE 

Dtotnnt Echo: Found Coier Bey a shade too classy at Newton Abbot and made a* 
lo beat fteAander (wxtner setcei at Chepstow. Jumps weO so obvious chance 
Hoh Express: Took advantage ol compeing in lower grade to beat Hgn In The Clouds 
at Hereford after seconds to Dines and MourtUun Storm. Returns to a strong race 
today 

Country Star. Formerly with Charfie Brooks and generaly Nghfy tried rarer fences 

after tour ItucBe wins. Sure to come on for he spetted head-2nd to Desert Mountain 

at Warwick ttiw weeks agrafe firs attempt sne® February 

Nipper Reed: Useful tardier (three wins here) who jumps fences for the first time 

Lies to force the pace and could trouble them al with a dear round 

Sursum Corda: Stiff task an chasng debut when 2nd to Flagship liberates, who 

was getting ft to. at Exeter but sti finished a head clear of Sod Mad Bad. a wnter 

n the week. Sure to do better even over a trip short of he best 

Verywetfc Taied off behind Bother Of hs at Hmingdon and finehed very tired when 

beaten a long way by Kadou Nonantas hero last time. Stiff task 

VERDICT: Distant Echo has been jumpmg we* and trotted up from Retarder at 
Chepstow, while Hoh Express has twice jumped a dear at Kempton and won eas- 
iy enough m the kmrer grade at Hereford. A uicfcy race witn Country Star and Sur- 
am Corda capable at tnprowtg an ther seasonal etfora and with decent front-renrang 
course specaist NIPPER REED making his bow rarei fences. With the ground to 
suh Rod Sxnpsons charge could pul n oft 


I O' /in I MANNY BERNSTEIN ‘EARLY-PRICE TEXT Rn 
^ u l HANDICAP CHASE (O) £5,000 added 3m liM 
Penalty Value £3,599 

1 H3-22 RECTORY GARDEN (28) (CD] (Eari Cadogan) H Daly 9 12 0 ATbomOn 

aonttae 

2 423D- STAY LUCKY (NZ) (367) (M Buckley) N Heretason 9 11 tl ... JRKavanagh 

bixAandyrfMIQuBneret^sleeveaierersed.clreckap 

3 021 P-2 MGH ALI3TnjDE(3G)(FJ5andajry) MHs3tov8te tin7 LWysr 

letbwenwaH green cferni^enHraU green riwBfBtwyetowdeeres and cap 

4 345P-3 FOOLS ERRAND n(Mrs D tassel) G Baking 8 11 2 G Bradley 

green bhek sleeuas. yeBom cap 

5 31-451 HOOOWHKER (19) |C0) (PAHaael) W Jerks B t) 13 TJenks 

orange, emerafcl green hoops on body Quartered cap 

B 22-3FI ZAGGY LANE [18) fE TWeyl P Roflcrd S 13 8 „SBumsugh 

fight due. red stars, mped sleeves and cap 

7 532&-5 UASTH1 BOSTON (21 )(U K Ottam) R Vitoocficijse 5138 -BK&nfing 

black and whtalhekred). steews reiwsed. Quartered cap 

8 UP89> BAYUNE STAR (9) (A J Bate) Mss 5 Baxter 8 10 8 .GaryLyons 

dbtfc blue, feBon stos. dart fee sleevee, yeSo» seerm 

9 &UU HAWAHAN YOUTH (IQ (D)(DCaameak))GMcCourt DOB ft Font (3) 

beige, Vac* sash, bbekeap 

» 1411-23 G1GI BEACH (IB) (0) (BF) (C I A Fferan) P Nchols 7 1) 7 JTIzzted 

[jil ri htarl r awt ttrti na p 

it 1-1P58 LORO KHALICE (S) |C) (D) (G HUbaid) G Hubbard 7 00 tfiefuet Brennan 

emrOd green, ante sleeves, emerald green and whie check cap 

V 4/483 TM SOLDIER (PR) (34) IM F Banackxjgh) Use A 9iri(Bl n 00 RWsWey 

yeffiMt royal blue stripe end annte 

13 234-24 TROUVAILLE (35) (A Stemett£ Mrs JMStemen) A Tunel 7 00 MGnffims(5) 

hetoe and emeaU green check, beige sleeves 
- 13 declared - 

MMnun M^ht 70a. True hancSOip ■ergte. Tin Sotder 9st 73to frauKuSB *r 13m. 

BETTING; 4-1 Zaggy Lana, 81 Hoodwbrtai; Rectory Garden, 1M Stay Lucky, 7-1 Lord KhaSra. 
81 Gfgi Beach, KawaSan Ybuflh 181 Mgh AIBRade. U-1 ThtuwriBa, 181 Master Bosun. 281 
Fools Errand, 281 Bnylne Sts. 381 Tin Soldier 
897: Rectory Gaden B it t2 J Cutoty 7-4 far (T Forster) 4 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Raetory Garden: Beat Gerund Pongo In the race tost year and then won al W no- 
»r. Best in fitese type of races when concecfng wragfti and ran up to his mark against 
Solo Gem at Huntingdon (3n6f) last time. More suitable trp today 
Stay Lucky: Wrung chaser In New Zealand and has shown plenty of abfity n tore 
country but has had he problems. 3n3 to Lance Armstrong a Newbury on only start 
last season and in a weaiush race today Stable going wel with mair fresh horses 
High ABbtude: Gt»d effort a the vm^Ws on raanpearanoi whan 4-tongth 2nd to 
Seymourswift at Windsor. Haydock winner last term with a lower wwght and today s 
Us* 11 b may find him out 

Foote Errand: Hasn't won since March. WS7. and now 12b tower than when last 
s uc cessful Had stiff task with t2st on reappearance whan 3rd to Bold Statement 
at Taunton 

Hoodwto fca r Winner over hmfcs and lances hare and had a rusty BcM Stagnant 
twnror next time) wsl ba* when scoring tram Grosvennr al Worcastor Stays weS 
and sure to go dose wMi ground condtions to suit 

Zoggy Lane: Came from two strong races (Chettanham and Worcester) to beat 
Aavasaksa In the soft at Newton Abbot (2m5t). May Improve again for this longer trip 
Master Boston: Without a win lor almost three years and hard toi fancy today 
Bayflna Star Only win gained in modest affair at Rumpton May have fond trip 
(3m4f) too tar when pdod up behind Noosa Sound a Market Baser last time 
Hswelan Youth: Hampered when unseated nder on home bend In PtdateleS ra* 
at Windsor test tina On a good handtoap marts but some time since tas test win 
Glgf Beach: Out-and-om gaktper (two wins al Fbnnwdh who has a lower weight to 
shoulder after Ns tetest Wength 3rd to Baroncfi* at Newton Abbot (3m2f) Pravt- 
oiBly Srxt to Mister Bfeka over the same ccakw and dtotanca. Loadng eftanea 
Lord KhaHce: Won here over hudea and ran wrefi for a tong way n mines chase 
won by Brother Of Ins at Doncaster recently: Likely to figure with a low weight 
Tim SoJdton Last won in Marah of last year but this trip mem sutabie after hie sea- 
sonal attempt at Toweester B«J to Mr Conductor} 

Trauvaaie; Timed over warm favourite John Drumm a Windsor teat season Made 
ntsneroua mistakes at Windsor last nme when sih lo Seymomwift [about 4*tengths 
batmd Hi^i Altitude and now 2b bettor otl) 


Sptentfld thyne: Looted mg rusty when puteci up behtod Meter Morose at Che-8 
stow on tee seasonal bow but put in a ssraar poor debui laa season oetare «tnrnn>3 
four handsaps and finishing second to Pmcefui In mo Stayera' Hurfo 
Timpete: Cfcsely matched with Caste Sweep on tiiei nimng behetd Juyush nete 
gm 4t gsod to soft) last month when Tumpoe was . tength AVod In second place 
& tovei weights 

VERDICT) Pointer; for the CheHerham FerlvaJ should be- crowded by a fascinating 
contest between these top-class staying hurdlers. Princeful footed as good as war 
on ho seasonal bow end pfen$ to send mm chaang hove been shelved r order to 
7-w a programme of vaktaMe hurdto races agar. By contrast. PADDY'S RETURN 
too had *i urttappy wpenera* chasing but has been reportedly schcofing tact 
over hurdas and wil rate afi the beating if he can recapture the form o( last seasons 
Eparitiing performance r this race Deano's Boano s highly regarded by Martin Ppa. 
whose runnais always comand respect 


\ 0 g n | BETTERWARE CUP (HANDICAP CHASE) (S) M-T-ZI 
£40,000 added 3m 110yds Penalty Value laattiAf 
£27^30 

1 J1P4>3 IM6UHS3 MISSILE (fi) (CO) <D E HantsonlH ftOert, H U 0 . . ADObtim 

bgHbk/6. rvy#ttue triple demon aanwndr on peeves and op 

2 rn-n TAMAMfKlO (FR) (B) (D) |D A Jdmsor.i M Ppe 5, it tt . A P McCoy 

itjyal blue, emerald green slee.es. wore cap. enreraU green jme 

3 1P385 CALUSOE BAY (22) |fl Wbrers) C SMnrocd 9 ID KJ . J OsOome 

nr * true, emerald green stars, dart blue s reewsc. dark tJuo cap. emerald grt-en star 

4 2-0U41 jmiPS WOODY (7) (B n tYicdcnl N Henoeiscr .. U 4 FtegcraU 

red. Onmn nocp, unpeg iieeiw 

5 3221/3 KWG LUCIFER (14) (O (D) Nfc A J Davasi D (tehtben 9 O J . . A Maguire 

tthek and whte (quotiBred)- »h*e sleeves, buck diamonds, orance cao 

6 21-421 DR BONES 04) (Mrs A Fortune] F Mjrpfiv 5 10 I . TPRjdd 

red. irfita cross al tanane. e sleeves. radamSac. Vxi rap 

7 32I-T2 TORDUFF EXPRESS (30) (D) (BF) lT™o PUs Tw^PMcrt*; TV o .. . TJ Murphy 

ctango and yoAw demands, slnped sksmes. yeOorr cap. orange Jtamord 
-Tdedated- 

Xnamm awgtc 10at hue handicap wwpftc Torduff Express 9a 13 ft> 

BETTING: 11-8 Tmarindo. 81 King Ludtet, Tordufl Express. Unguided AtissBc. 8i Dr Bunas. 
181 Phlip's Woody. 181 CteOteM Bay 

T597- Coal Oarer 9 O 5 A Thornton 82 tor |R A/n«t 6 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Unginded Missile: wton this race n 595 and has been placed !mu since tot Hi- 
rer efi with Tbmarmdo lor firasNng 'Jure, beaten 10 lengths, n a Cheltenham Um it 
good to soft) hondcap last week 

Ttewtndee Vwy prograssiire French- bred chaser who best a strorei tefo at Oieftertfiam 
last week desprte bkmdemg at the lost fence. Raised 9S> to: iha eiton but sid on u>e 
upgrade 

CalRsoe Bay: Beaten 33 lengths when fifth to Stormy Passage a Newta-i cn tes 
seasonal bra* he has reportedly suffered wind problems Seemed to less ns way last 
season but we8handcapped on his best form 

Ph Hip's Woody: Won s four-nmner handcap cfese at Doncasier |2m 31 gooat las: 
week. Pretnoitsty firashed 3'/: lengths ahead olCaft&oeBay at Newbury but is 5C i-.tr^e 
off 

King Ludlen Wkner of me Kn Mur at Cheftenham re 1997. noi seen out unU pronys- 
ng 25 lengths third to Random Harvest at Wethwby (im it go >31 two .• eeKs ag:- 
Has a areal chance if he makes the expected ntprovemeni from that run 
Dr Bones: Sound lumper who put in he best effort tfe term when wumne a han dr- 
cap ei Wetherby 12m 4f good) last week. AS hs beet term s over starter than 3m 
Torduff Express: Suffered no disgrace m t-ang beaten by ihe progressr^e Mscge- 
orge at Wanvck (3m 21 good to firm) lost month, though looks io have snft las*. Item 
out ot too handicap 

VERDICT: TAMARINDO won mpressively enough a Chetienham Iasi wee? lo sug- 
gest he can defy a hfce n the wet^its and grve he. Welsh National oedemals a m- 
toer boost especafy snee the competition, on toe face ot n. does not took so hot. 
Unguided MissBe, thrd to Tamarindo last week, has a substantial pul in tta wagnts 
and a Btng for Ascot but he had a hard race af Cheltenham and a greater threat may 
be King Lucttet Drend Mctafeons Hgh-dass chaser looted to ha*a tetameo al h«s 
abffity at VUetherby and seems site to process again 


o on\ KNIGHTS ROYAL HURDLE (B) £12,000 added 2m 
110yds Penalty Value £8,325 

1 -C352F UATIfB LOVER (FB) (20) (n Heeiws) F Ckunen (Fr) 4 n fij . .. T Doumen 

2 54841 TOTO TOSCATO (FR) (2») (D) [LfisHJCfertel Dfidtctoi 1 It KJ A Maguire 

3 3511-0 UAK0UNJI (FR) (189) (RVtetey-Cotwr) N KendBison 4 tl 5 . . U A Fitzgerald 

4 Fna-4 CITY HALL (21) (0) (Ure Fi F Key i Mrs V vfafd) LH V V^rf 4 nr.. R Thornton 

-4 declared - 

BETTING: 11-8 TWo Ttacato. 11-4 Makounjl, 10030 Matinee Lover. 7-2 My Hall 
1997 Mr Maifcham 5 O C P Kde 82 (J Gifford) 5 ran 

FORM VERDICT 

A delve through the French lonnboc* suggesfo Makounp was a better hradler (here than 
erther Toto Toscato Of Matinee Lover, although her lack of a recent run and Toto Totca- 
to's impressive wn at Chepstow suggests that may not be borne out today. However m 
receipt d weight from al three. CITY HALL cratid give them al a run tor Ifoe-r money 


VERDICT: Hoodwfnker gets the tup n the ground and looks a threat to them al 
after the latest win at Worcester Rectory Garden is a hardy campaigner who does 
best when concedng weight to nfenor male and he landed this slog last year GIGI 
BEACH wil probably try and mate al and has a decent chanre after humping a 
big wrajyu Dvera longer trip at Newton Abbot With lOst 7to today, he looks Ihe righi 
choree. Lack ot a recent run shoutorit be too much ot a handasap for Stay Lucky, 
whtethe best outsider re Lord Khalice alter he two novice attempts. 


Tftl PETER J DOUGLAS ENGINEERING NOVICE 
_LrJ HANDICAP CHASE (E) £5,000 added 2m 5f 
Penalty Value £3,745 

3CS61 CLOD HOPPER (T J fttnrttj I WBams 6 11 TO RWWdey 

royal bkm.yeBam taep. dark Uue sleeves, royal Mre end tretav guanwRfcap 


2 FfW-1 RICH TYCOON (25) (D) IP FSOiJ P ROi S Tl t) G Bradtey 

yeBour. maroon aas/t, nooped sleeves, maroon cap 
2 0PM- JOBSAGOOtHIN (300) ID J W Ite' ) N HenO^on 7 tl 0 . JRteWrauh 

yeaovr. tope purple spots, sleeves and cap 

4 3XV6 THE BARGBAAN (N2) (15) (Ws M Cere] 0 Gandcte 10 h 4 S Wynne 

bte* and perk (Quartered}, anped sleeves, bbefi cap 

5 20853 T0MPtNCHTO(BaUrg&Udl<jBaUng9n3 . FteretyP) 

brawn. Btquoee blue sleeves snd cap 

6 4-4P-5 COUWIHYMAN (24) (H Patwj T Geope 7 tt 9 TJenks 

yeftnr. maroon chevron and sleeves, rronvjn and c-ranga quartered cap 

7 LKM-5F FOflTYTYYO DEE (18) (Trunph fmenaBcrwfl ACartolfl U8L GTamtoy 

red wMecpautea haired dseves. sotped cap 

a 433314 FOLLOW DE GALL (22) (Crapp Chcten Col D McCan 8 0 6 . . BHanSng 

wim. red sash hooped sleeves and cap 

9 85U30 TBUAPOWCV (9) (R Snc>son| R Setpscn 9 D 5 Ur J Own (7) 

)«*nr royal Uue cross cUonome. red sleeves, red cap. yefo* ddmondt 

to WK* EAU ra*TE (28) (Gnxp t Racrgi H Cofctgndge 7 tl 2 LAspefi 

red yeSow seams: hahed aeevw. quartered cap 
-lOtiectartd- 

BETT1NG: 5-2 Rich Tycoon, 114 Clad Hopper, 81 Joosagoodun. 81 The Bargeman, 10-1 Tom 
Pinch, Fortyttro Dee, 181 ToCaporky, 14-1 others 
397. rtgh Mood 7 to 8 5 Wynne ti-< (T George) 3 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Clod Hopper Former Ascot hurttes wfoner and beat rank outsiders Seaorc-aV Lad 
and Blaunl Outburst at Ludow new days aga 6flj ragher mark lodav but sti >n with 
a fine chance 

Rich Tycoon: Wrong slayer over lurdtes and overcame lad- of a recent run to Deal 
Mneta Derby at Worcester Iasi month. Raised 6to but sure to »nprcve lor mat el Ion 
Jobaagoodun: The type to do better H over fe problems Humed up O fiver & Se- 
cret al Letcester on only start bst season and now in a weak race and from a sta- 
ble m fine tram 

The Bargeman: Wfon over hurdles on faster ground at Newton Abbot on reappear- 
ance ana reverted to lenees at Hereford to fin 5th to Raqib ever a mp [3miD a shade 
loo far tor fwn 

Tom Pinch: Insh pemts wnrer and also showed abffity over hutefles Looks me type 
to come on considerably Ira he. 3rd to Fourth In Line at Taunton |2ir.3fj 
Countryman: Stiff task on chasing debui when beaten a distance behind Distant 
Echo at Chepstow Can do belter n tore poor handicap and ability was shown m he 
bumper days 

Fortytwo Dee: Beaten when faffing three out in laggy Lanes race at Newton Abbot 
and may also struggle re tors 

Follow De Call: Fast-ground 2nd to Bluagale at Ludlow r October but tailed oft r 
the mud at Bangor last time t4th ol 6 to Tnematiti 

Telfoporiry: WKhout a wn from 20 scans and unBrefy to have a change ol fortune 
today after the larest taied oft effort behind Hama Ol Our Father at Luflow 
Eau Bento: Plater rarer hurdles and beaten some way when etn to No More Has- 
sle to a chase at Huntingdon last time. 

VERDICT: Clod Hopper and Rich Tycoon ate tesj-ttme-out wroerj. who can be 
considered agam to this wtnnjy weaker grade But the fess exposed COUNTRYMAN 
has promised to do *refl over fences and tfe could be ha day after a warm ip be- 
hind Distant Bono at Chepstow. Jobugoodun ts another open to improvement and 
he mxJdn't be a surprise winner from the in-form Neky Henderson vard 


jo An HOUGHTON VAUGHAN HANDICAP HURDLE 

(B) £7.500 added 2m 4f 110yds Penalty Vdlue mm 1 
£5,022 

1 83321 LTJPERA (21) (Sheih Aritwd Al Uak*MT<) D ffchefcci> 5 C 0 A Thornton 

yeflnv. etc* epaulets 

2 ftl32- EASY FSLM (343) (D1 (M P Burires rartiy Sriterntnij T Eassrby 6 it ID. -- L Wyer 

emerald green ana ivfwe diamorjds. ctrmwss on sleeves 

3 222531 POLAR PROSPECT (14) (C5(** 8 tasOLaaBYaifiS] PHsKa: ft 9 .Glbnney 

md end emerald green tiamanas 

A -2TO TAUFAN BOY (22) (D) (BF) iSuprwne Team) G 9akfir>^ 5 19 D . .FKMtiryfT) 

ye«w and red check, yeftw cap 

5 VKJV PEALWG9 (63) (D) iG H4±artfl G Hubbard 6Xl3 JTtzwd 

vnarakl green, wtale sleeves. emenUdffecn and wide cued, cap 
G 12F2-2 HARLEDUIN CHORUS (21) (Harte^m Sdtwara) Mfe J FVmanG W0 ..DLeahy 
«W*-. yelo* sleeves, red ckamonis end demon* on cap 
7 62TO- SUNRISE SPECIAL (22?) (FA Latdngan) P FtoOotil 5 W0 . SBunough 

ir»af Me. red rfiamond »We sleeves, rayal Vue armlets aid cap 
-7 declared - 

iKfetum werghr ftSL True handicap wwgflr Surprise Special 8S 1 3Jh 

BETT1KG: 82 L'Opera. M Ptfflr Ptospeei, 7-2 Easy FeeBn. 1 « Hufan Boy. 7-1 HaUequn Chra 

no. 181 Prafttga, 25-1 Sunrise Special 

S97. Red Stew 6 12 0 J CJotv 4-t (Mss H KrigH) C ran 

FORM GUIDE 

L'Opera; Beal only two rivals (Hartajjn Chorus 2nd) at Warwick n slowly run af- 
fair last time. Raised just 3b but the looks a tougher mere 
Easy Foslln: Fite efforts In defeat agatost Loro Jkn A boto Cftelrenham and Sandown 
after wfo$ ewer today s nip at Worcester Remains r the same ownership but has 
joined Tan Eaateitoy from David Neholson. Fine chance if fidy tuned up 
Pttor Prospect: Tried over an extra hatf-mie after beating Serenus b the compel- 
rtftre W*am l-a Hurcte at Sardcwi. Raised 7b but a hardy and C OrtfiatKit sort who 
will take ihe beating 

Ybuf&n Boy: Progressive and folowM a cheeky uwi tram Estate Agem at Ascot with 
aflr»2nd toBrambleha Duke under a penalty al Newbury. 5b Itigher mark here tat 
op® to furtfwt knprovem&m and w# stay evety yard in the ground 
Peal tog* Frst attempt sn» nxf -October and baacaly a fasl-giound performer so 
sty tab would hinder hfs chance 

Hartequlrj Chorus: Won novices al Warwick and Martel Rasen last season Baal- 
en 6- lengths by LOpara a Warwick on reappearance and now 3b better off 
Sunrise SptxrioL Dual winner at Ewler to Apri but dldn t took too teen when col- 
lared by Harry on the same course the blowing month. Stiff LtSk on reappearance 
VERDICT TAUFAN BOY |usl found BramMehia Duke loo strong at fifewtuy al- 
tar tfta Ascot success. Ha could prova toe right option at tins leaser cortfiafcaed py 
Safldonfi wlnrer Polar Prospect racing over a longer ttyi Easy Feedn was a cart- 
ing soil tost season and appears tontentiy treated to Hs first handicap, and L'Opera'a 
w*t at Warwick could have done wonders fra he cantldenca 


SBunough 
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Deadline has Thorpe’s back to wall 


GRAHAM THORPE has been 
told that he must play in the 
Sharjah TVophy in early April if 
he is to be considered as a se- 
rious candidate for the World 
Cup finals in England next 
summer. 

David Graveney the Eng- 
land chairman of selectors, 
stressed that the Surrey left- 
hander. who is recuperating 
in England, has been set the 
deadline to prove his fitness fol- 
lowing the back problem that 


BY MYLES HODGSON 
in Hobart 

ended his involvement in the 
Ashes tour before the third 
Test Thorpe has also been 
ruled out of the limited-overs 

triangular series next month in- 
volving England, the hosts Aus- 
tralia and Sri Lanka. 

A back injury also forced 
Thorpe out of the final two 


matches of the summer's tri- 
umphant home series against 
South Africa, in addition to the 
one-off Test with Sri i.«nka at 
TheOvaL 

“We are hoping that we will 
be having some good news 
about Graham over the next 

couple of months because he is 

a loss to England at both Test 
and oneway cricket," Graveney 
said. “In one-day cricket, es- 
pecially, I believe we have 
missed in the last year the way 


he is able to knock the ball 
around in the middle of the in- 
nings and make life difficult for 
the bowlers. 

“He is a key player - but he 
appreciates that he would have 
to go to file Sharjah Cup in 
order to be a valid selection for 
the World Cup. He has only just 
come back home and at presait 
is getting over the disappoint- 
ment of not being involved in 
Australia. A specialist will be 
looking at his back in the com- 


ing days and then we will go 
from there." 

Tfln giand fly fHtt tn fihflij ah nn 

29 March and, after w ar m-up 
matches, open the competition 
proper against India on 7 ApriL 

Warren Hegg, England’s so- 
far frustrated reserve wicket- 
keeper has dismissed claims 
that his captain, Alec Stewart, 
is struggling to cope with the 
triple workload of leading the 
side, being a front-line batsman 
and keeping wicket 


Hes^s role as reserve keep- 
er has come increasingly into 
focus in the last few weeks as 
Stewart struggled to make an 
impression with the bat - his 
unbeaten 63 on the final day of 
the third Tsst in Adelaide was 
only the second time he had 
reached double figures in six 
Ashes innings. 

That uncertainly was height- 
ened by Stewart's surprise 
omission from the start of 
today's four-day match in Ho- 


bart against an Australian XI 
featuring nine Test players. He 

is bong rested in advance of the 

back-to-back Tests in Mel- 
bourne and Sydney. 

But as winnh as the Lan- 
cashire player might cherish 
the opportunity to replace 
Stewart behind the stumps in 
either of the final two Tests, 
Hegg a dmits that a return to 
form by Stewart would be the 
best Christmas present Eng- 
land could hope for as they at- 


tempt to salvage some pride 
from a series which can no 

longer be won. 

“A lot of people have specu- 
lated that it has been too much 
for him, but I know Stewie, 
and he is a tough character” 

Hegg said. “Maybe it has af- 
fected him and maybe it is a big 
ask to do all three jobs. Who 
knows if that is the reason why 
we're two down in the series, 
but there are other factors in- 
volved as welL" 



James Fisher and Traxdata Duenna tackle an obstacle in the Perton Signs Holly Pairs Relay at Olympia yesterday 


Peter Jay 


Bourdy enjoys his champagne moment 


HUBERT BOURDY, a member 
of the winning French team at 
the World Equestrian Games in 
1990. jumped a swift clear 
round to win yesterday's Cham- 
pagne Taittinger Christmas 
Cracker Stakes on the second 
day of the Olympia Showjump- 
ing Championships. 

In a cosmopolitan jump-off 
between five horses mot one of 
them ridden by a British rider), 
Bourdy rode the nine-year-old 
mare Medline Van't Paradijs to 
defeat Ireland's Peter Charles 


EQUESTRIANISM 


BY GENEVIEVE MURPHY 
at Olympia 

on Traxdata Nustria, who was 
runner-up in last year's Volvo 
World Cup qualifier here but 
has had most of this year off 
Nustria, who is still only 
eight had a few months' rest at 
the start of this year but sus- 
tained a serious over-reach 
when striking his near foreleg 
with a hind toe at the Pavarot- 


ti Horse Show in June. The in- 
jury required surgery and an- 
other long lay- off 
His polished performance 
yesterday left Charles ahead of 
Dutchman Jos Lansink on Nis- 
san Zandor and Ludger Beer- 
baum (the European champion 
from Germany} on Champion 
de Lys. Beerbaum seemed al- 
ready in possession of the top 
prize as he headed to the last 
jump-off fence on the nimble 
eight-year-old grey stallion, 
only to have the last rail down 


in a time that was the fastest by 
2.64sec. 

On Thursday night Champi- 
on de Lys left the fences intact 
to give Beerbaum victory in the 
P&O Christmas Tree Chal- 
lenge, thwarting John Whitak- 
er who looked on course to 
secure the second leg of an 
opening day double until the 
galloping German relegated 
him to runner-up. 

Beerbaum has ridden the 
French-bred Champion de lys 
for 16 months and achieved sig- 


nificant victories with the stal- 
lion (notably in the derbies at 
Hamburg and Monterrey) be- 
fore coming to Olympia. On 
Thursday night he defeated a 
splendid round from John 
Whitaker and 18-year- old Vir- 
tual Village Welham, who had 
been theYorkshireman’s prob- 
able mount for today’s Traxdata 
World Cup qualifier. 

Whitaker however decided 
that 19-year-old Grannusch. 
with whom he won on Thurs- 
day, is feeling marginally better 


than Welham and he wiD there- 
fore ride him in today’s major 
contest which, surprisingly. 
Whitaker has never yet won. 

OtHMPlA INTOtNAnONAL SHOW JUMP- 
ING CHAMPIONSHIPS: Champagne Tkft- 
Unger Christmas Cracker Stakes: 1 Medline 
van' i Paradijs (H Bou-iy. Fr) dear. 32.66sec 
3 traxdaca Nusuia p Cartes. im d&K M.99: 
3 Nissan Zandor j Lansink. NettiJ dear. 383*. 
P ei to n Signs Holly Pair Relay: 1 Psrer Pan 
V (B Mandn. Swill and ConanCa |W Melliger. 
Sv«) 57 A 1 secs 2 Cask Ask fL Pedersen. Den) 
and Pearl |G Lucketc. GBi 53.58: 3 VJlenn- 
no |G Biliineran. GBI and Virtual Village (J 
Will taker. GBI 58.78. 

BRITISH EQUESTRIAN WRITERS' ASSO- 
GAIION AWARDS: Equestrian Personalty 
of the Yfcan C Barite. Vhrten Batchelor Th»- 
pky for Most Outstanding Ybtmg Rider: 
K Levon Liz Doddcn Trophy far Contri- 
btitSoas to Equestrian Spore P Majflnwu. 


Warne likely 
to miss rest of 
Ashes series 
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SHANE WARNE is almost certain 
to miss the final two Tests of the 
Ashes series despite recovering 
from his shoulder injury ac- 
cording to Allan Borden who is 
now an Australian team selector 
Border said yesterday that 
Warne was improving steadily 
but had yet to fold his best form. 

“He's probably just a few 
weeks from bowling some- 
where near his best, so that wiD 
count him out of the test se- 
ries," Border said. 

“It would have been nice for 
him to mate his big entrance at 
the MCG for the fairy-tale 
comeback, but it doesn’t look 
like it’s going to happen." 

Border said any pressure on 
Warne to malm a hasty return 
had been lifted after Australia 
retained the Ashes by winning 
the third Test in Adelaide Bor- 
der also said the selectors were 
lucky to have such a creditable 
replacement in the leg-spinner 
Stuart MacGflL 

Surgery on Warne’s shoulder 
has prevented him playing Test 
cricket since the third match 
a gains t India in Mar ph 


He returned to first-class 
cricket last month and will play 
for Victoria against New South 
Wales in a Sheffield Shield 
match starting at the Sydney 
Cricket Ground today. 

MacGfll, who plays for New 
South Wales, withdrew from 
that match yesterday to rest a 
hams tring injury but is certain 
to be realty for the fourth Test 
It had been hoped that 
Warne would be fit enough to 
make his Test return in the 
fourth Test at the MCG, start- 
ing on Boxing Day. If he miss- 
es that match, he is almost 
certain to miss the fifth and final 
Test which begins in Sydney (m 
2 January. 

■ Thick fog again made play im- 
possible cm the second (fey of the 
third and final Ttest between Pak- 
istan and Zimbabwe at Eaisal- 
abad yesterday. The tourists 
lead the series 1-0, having won 
the first Test in Peshawar 
Playwas also abandoned on 
the first day of the first Test be- 
tween New Zealand and India 
at Carisbrook yesterday after 
bad light and persistent drizzle. 
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Northamptonshire 
sign up Hayden 


THE AUSTRALIAN batsman 
Matthew Hayden has signed as 
Northamptonshire's overseas 
player for next year, and will 
also captain the county. 

The 27-year-old left-hander 
from Queensland has agreed a 
two-year playing contract and 
succeeds Kevin Curran as cap- 
tain with wicketkeeper David 
Ripley as his deputy. 

Hayden, who made the last 
of his seven Test appearances 
for Australia in South Africa 
nearjy two years ago, had a suc- 
cessful season on the County 
circuit with Hampshire in 1997. 

He scored 2,426 runs in all 
competitions, including 1,438 in 
the Championship with four 


centuries. 

Speaking from his home in 
Brisbane, Hayden said: Tin 
very excited about this. I en- 
joyed my summer with Hamp- 
shire and Ijust hope I can make 
a really good fist of ft for 
Northants. 

“Obviously there’s a whole 
new set-up at the club, with my 
appointment a part of that, and 
I'm looking forward to meeting 
tip with all the players when I 
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League warns against creatine 


THE RUGBY League is to warn 
its member clubs not to advise 
players to take the dietary sup- 
plement, creatine. 

The substance, which is not 
on the banned list issued by the 
International Olympic Com- 
mittee or the UK Sports Coun- 
cil was revealed by a recent 
survey in The Independent to 
be in widespread use in the 
sport 

“We have been in constant 
touch with the Sports Council 
about creatine," said the 
League’s chief executive. Neil 
TUrmiclrffe. “They have come 
back to us again this week and 
told us that it is OK but we are 
going to contact our clubs to 
warn them to be very careful 
about recommending it to their 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


by pave hadfteld 

players. If it turns out, in years 
to come, that it has all sorts of 
side-effects, players could sue 
clubs which have encouraged 
than to take it" 

The League has also held 
talks with the Players' Associ- 
ation about the substance, 
which is also widely used in 
other sports to combat fatigue. 

Italy’s claim to the wild-card 
place in the 2000 Wbrid Cup 
could be strengthened by an in- 
ternational Sevens tournament 
there next yean Twelve coun- 
tries. inducting a Great Britain 
side, are to compete in the 
event in Padua in November: 


Italy is one of the nations 
vying for the vacant 16th place 
in the world Cup, the draw for 
which is to be made before the 
World Nines in South Africa in 
February. 

Sheffield Eagles' Great 
Britain centre. Keith Senior; 
has agreed a new contract ex- 
tension that will keep him with 
the dub until after the 2001 sea- 
son. 

Senior, who played in all 
three Tests against New 
Zealand this autumn, would 
be much sought after if he was 
on the market, but said yes- 
terday that Sheffield’s recruit- 
ment this winter had made 
him keen to stay at his on]y pro- 
fessional dub. 

“He is one of the game's top 


centres and by the end of his 
contract he will be the best in 
the country," said the Sheffield 
coach, John Kean 

E3ther of the consortia which 
could take control of the strug- 
gling Doncaster dub will be 
have to reapply for membership 
of the League. 

“We are becoming increas- 
ingly concerned about the fu- 
ture of the dub," said 
Tunnicliffe. “If there is a take- 
over, we will be exercising our 
rights under the by-laws by 
asking them to reapply.” 

Doncaster are induded in 
the fixtures for next season, but 
the League will want evidence 
they can fulfill their programme 
before confir ming their partic- 
ipation. 


Gerg wins her first 
World Cup downhill 


THE OLYMPIC slalom champi- 
on, Hilde Gerg of Germany, 
tamed a treacherous course to 
claim the first World Cup down- 
hill win of her career in Veyson- 
naz, Switzerland, yesterday. 

Gerg took the rock-hard 2J500 
metre piste in imin 41. 13 sec, 
giving Germany its first win of 
the season in the absence of the 
injured Olympic downhill cham- 
pion, Kafja Seizinger. 

The Swedish veteran Perai]- 
la Wiberg, who called the Piste 
de l'Ours a “Kitzbflhel for 
women" and said it was the 
most difficult she had ever 
raced on, took second in 1:4155. 

Norway's Lasse Kjus won 
the second World Clip downhill 
of the men’s season in Val Gar- 
dena, Italy, yesterday. 

The former overall World 


SKIING 


Cup champion was surprise 
fastest in the \fol dTs&re down- 
hill last Saturday and proved 
that was no fluke with a provi- 
sional winning time here of 
2:02.18, nearly a second faster 
than anyone else. 

Austria's Werner Franz was 
second in 2:03.09 and his com- 
patriot Hermann Maier overall 
World Cup champion, was third 
in 2:03.28 after starting from 
31st position on a Saslong piste 
that has always favoured the 
gliders. 

Kjus is the first Norwegian 

to win in Val Gardena since Afle 

Skaardal in 1990 and his win- 
ning margin of OJlsee was the 
widest since William Besse 
won in 1992. 


McManus conies 
back from shadows 


SNOOKER'S FORGOTTEN man 
Alan McManus won a name for 
himself once more in the semi- 
finals of the Irish Open in 
Dublin late on Thursday. 

It has been two years since 
the 27-year-old Scot survived 
the last four of a ranking tour- 
nament But a 5-3 success over 
countryman Billy Snaddon. the 
world number 32, bridged that 
gap for the gritty Glaswegian. 

“I’ve been lacking in confi- 
dence,” admits McManus, 
whose early wins at the Na- 
tional Basketball Arena came 
at the expense of in-form Dave 
Harold - the UK and Grand 
Prix semi-finalist - and Welsh- 
man Paul Davies. 

"At the UK I lost to a kid Td 
never even seen before 
[Michael HoltJ, yet against 


Dave it was a tough game I 
could easily have lost but I 
ended up winning" said the 
1996 Thailand Open Champion. 

“I had several alterations 
made to my cue during the 

summer and Td be lying if I said 

it hasn’t affected me. It's only 
now rm getting used to the 
changes,” said McManus, 
whose cue now has a new fer- 
rule and a joint in the butt. 

Opposing McManus wifi be 
Malta’s Tony Drago who came 
back from 4-2 down to win 5-4 
against world number two 
Stephen Hendry. “Tony has al- 
ways possessed loads of talent 
but now he’s starting to put 
matches away against the top 
players," added McManus. 


Ripley, who made his debut • i 

for Northants in 1984, becomes i" 

the dub’s first officially ap^ 
pointed vice-captain since Ala; . 
Pordham in 1996. 1 
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League in 


control of 


cast-off 


Bullets 
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by Richard Taylor 

THE BASKETBALL League has 
taken control Of Bir mingham 
Bullets following the decision fay 
the club's owner, Harry 
Wrublewski, to return to Aus- 
tralia and the breakdown of 
takeover talks with the Not- 
tingham-based Alladin Group. 

The League’s chief execu- 
tive, Mike S mith , emphasised 
there is no threat to the exis- 
tence of one of the Budweiser 
League’s best-supported and 
most financially secure dubs: 
[The Birmingham franchise is 
important to the League and we 
are committed to running it for 
however long it takes to find 
new owners. There is no pres- 
sure or timescale. 

“Coach Mike Finger and all 
of the backroom staff stay in 
place for the day-to-day running 
of the dub and we will oversee 
the operation for them." 

TJie recent death of his 
mother and an incident in which 
he was beaten up outside a 
restaurant - something he has 
recovered from emo- 
tionally or physically - are be- 
to have influenced 
Wrublewski's decision to re- 
™ n | ‘ to Australia with his fam - 
ily after seven years in Englan d 

Birmingham’s home venue 
at the NEC Arena hosts to- 
morrow’s National Cup semi-fi- 
nais as Newcastle Eagles play 

Sh^J'S*" 1 Leopanis, and £ 
Sheffield Sharks take on the 
ho!ders, Thames Valley Tigers. 
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PAOLO DI CANIO feces an un- 
certain future after failin g to re- 
port back to Hillsborough. 
Sheffield Wednesday's wayward 
Italian remains absent without 
leave and their manager, Danny 
Wilson, says he does not know 
when he is likely to return. 

Di Canio was due to report 
back last week after a short speil 
in his homeland. But Wednesday 
received a doctor’s certificate 
claiming he was unfit to travel, 
and all efforts to pinpoint his 
whereabouts in Italy have failed. 

“Wre unable to contact him 
personally and it’s a very frus- 
trating time for everybody con- 
cerned,” Wilson said. 

Di Canio, who is nearing the 
end of an 11 -match ban, will be 
free to return to the Wednesday 
line-up in the Boxing Day game 
a gains t Leicester City. But Wil- 
son could now be forced to 
abandon any hopes of including 
the former Milan forward in his 
Christmas plans. 

"Tm disappointed and 1 feel 
sorry for the chairman because 
he's bent over backwards for 
him.” Wilson said. “We’ve shown 
tremendous loyalty and pa- 
tience to Paolo over the things 
that have happened in the last 
few months. I don't think that’s 
been reciprocated.” 

3 Di Canio pushed the referee 
Paul Alcock to the ground after 
being sent off in a game against 
Arsenal in September; for which 
he was given an eight-match 
suspension on top of (he auto- 
matic three-match ban for the 
red-card offence. He was also 
fined £10,000. He has since been 
fined for being absent, and with 
other costs, it is estimated that 
the escapade so far has cost 
nearly £100,000. 

Wilson believes the one per- 
who may have benefited 
5m Di Canio's absence is his ... 
countryman, Benito Carbone. 

“Beni's really on top of his 
game at the moment,” Wilson 
said. “He’s doing fantastically 
well and maybe that’s because 
Paolo is not here.” 


FOOTBALL 


BY ALAN NIXON 

The Italian football federation 
is threatening to take action 
against Sampdoria if David Platt 
either takes a coaching session 
or gives instructions to his new 
team on the pitch. 

The row has blown up alter 
opposition to the farmer England 
captain’s appointment from the 
Italian coaches' association, be- 
cause Piatt does not hold the 
necessary Uefa coaching qual- 
ifications to manage a team in 
Serie A. Sampdoria have at- 
tempted to circumvent the rules 
by appointing Platt as “super- 
visor;" with 59-year-old Giorgio 
Veneri having the title of coach. 

Southampton are having 
talks with the Peruvian striker 
Waldir Perez about a record 
£L5m deaL Perez, who plays for 
Alianza lima, flew in to meet the 
Saints manager David Jones, 
yesterday and will watch today's 
game against Wimbledon before 
contract talks. 

Because Perez has a Spanish 
passport he wiB not need to 
apply for a work permit and 
could go straight into the 
Southampton side for the festive 
programme. 

The Aston Villa manager 
John Gregory, said yesterday 
that he plans to buy an experi- 
enced goalkeeper as soon as 
possible as MarkBosnich needs 
surgery which will keep him out 
of action for at least eight weeks. 

The Australian international 
has missed Villa's last 12 match- 
es. and Gregory said; “It’s a 
major blow to us and our hopes 
of winning the Premier League 
title. Mark needs surgery to 
tighten up the shoulder joint But 
he's been assured by the spe- 
cialist that he should make a 
complete recovery. 

“However ft means I'm going 
to have to tzy and sign another 
experienced goalkeeper as 
quickly as possible and that 
might mean going abroad.” 



Chelsea's Dennis Wise (left) and Gianluca Vialli are on their toes during final preparations for today’s home derby against Tottenham Empics 

Smith wary of Rovers’ bite 


THE WEST Bromwich Albion 
manager, Denis Smith, has 
warned his steadily improving 
side that they must be wary of 
Tramnere Rovers’ impressive 
away form ahead of their meet- 
ing at The Hawthorns today. 

The Baggies registered an 
impressive 3-0 victoiy at Hud- 
dersfield last week, which in- 
cluded a 24th goal of the season 
for their in-form striker, Lee 
Hughes. 

Tranmere are languishing in 
the bottom half of the table, but 
Smith is determined not to 
take the Merseysiders for 
granted. “If you look at their 
away record, they have only 
been beaten twice on their 
League travels so far this sea- 
son,” he said 

The Birmingham defender 


NATIONWIDE 

LEAGUE 


by David Anderson 

Gary Rowett, feels his side's 
best hope of causing an upset 
against Sunderland at St An- 
drew's. is to take the game to 
the runaway League leaders. 
“It's no good sitting back 
against them; we've got to make 
them uncomfortable,” he said. 

Bradford City’s captain, Stu- 
art McCall, has emphasised 
the need for the Bantams tore- 
produce their fine away form at 
Valley Parade if they are to 
maintain their promotion push. 

City, who haw won five away 
matches, entertain Wolves and 
McCall said: “We’re delighted 
to have won five away games. 


but we must make the most of 
our home matches." 

Third-placed Watford travel to 
Grimsby on the back of a 10- 
match unbeaten run and the 
Mariners' assistant manager; 
John Cockerill, admitted- “We 
know we are in for a hard game.” 

Gary Megson, the Stockport 
County manager; is delighted to 
have the on-loan Chelsea mid- 
fielder; Paul Hughes, who has 
played 20 first-team games for 
the Blues, available to make his 
debut against troubled Oxford 
United at Edgeley Park. 

Botton's manager, Colin Ibdd 
does not reckon Portsmouth's 
forced sale of their top scorer; 
John Alois!, to Coventry will im- 
prove his side’s chances of vic- 
tory that much. “Whoever 
comes in to replace him will be 


trying twice as hard to keep 
themselves in the frame." Todd 
reasoned Luke Ni ghting ale, 17, 
is likely to take Aloisi’s place at 
the Reebok Stadium. 

The Huddersfield manager, 
Peter Jackson, has expressed 
frustration over his side's er- 
ratic performances ahead of 
their match with the bottom- 
dub, Crewe, at Gresty Road 
“There is no consistency from 
the team,” be complained. 
“One match we turn it on and 
the next we are rubbish." 

Crewe's manager, Dario 
Gradi, is worried about the 
threat of his former player, 
Rob Edwards, who is now with 
the Tfem'ers. “I'm hoping he 
catches flu." Gradi joked 

The Bury manager, Neil 
Warnock, is upbeat about his 


side's chances a g ainst Rjrt Vfele 
at Vale Park. “Vale are hard at 
home, but have had a lean time 
since selling Gareth Ainsworth,” 
he said Vale have lost seven of 
their last eight games and man- 
ager John Rudge admitted: 
“We’re like a steamroller going 
downhill at the moment” 

Midi Turner must wait to see 
if he regains his place in the 
Barnsley attack against Swin- 
don at Oakwell despite scoring 
the winner at Ipswich last week. 

Selhurst Park witnesses the 
dash of the former Tottenham 
m a n agers as Geny Francis's 
Queen's Park Rangers take on 
Terry- Venables' Crystal Palace. 

Bristol City will be hoping to 
take something from their visit 
to Norwich to ease their rele- 
gation plight 


Celtic reject Dalglish takeover Platt facing problems 



LAST night rejected 
the proposals of the consortium 
led by their former player 
Kenny Dalglish and the rock 
singer Jim Ken; insisting the 
expression of interest was not 
“in the best interests” of the 
Parkhead dub. 

At a news conference called 
at short notice, Celtic's vice- 
chairman, Brian Quinn, and 
managing director Fergus Mc- 
Cann stressed the Celtic board 
were united in their stance on 
the projected takeover; em- 
phasising that what was moot- 
V-r^v the consortium was below 
the dub’s market value. 


Whitehead 
impresses 
in heats 


SWIMMl N G 


ADAM WHITEHEAD gave an 
impressive display in the heats 
Ithe British Short Course 


ipionships in Glasgow 
yesterday. 

The Coventry swimmer who 
will be aiming for Andrei Ko- 
rneev’s 200 metres breaststroke 
crown tomorrow, broke his life- 
time best in the 100m. The 18- 
year-old, who won the European 
200m title last Sunday, docked 
lmin 0.98sec, just over a second 
outside the British record. 

Michelle de Bruin's appeal 

against a four-year ban for drug 
use will not be heard until next 
year, the Court of Arbitration for 
Sport said yesterday. A decision 
was ejected tins month but the 
four-month time limit to hear the 
appeal will be extended be- 
cause of the difficulty in bring- 
ing parties togethen 

The Amateur Swimming 
Ffederation erf Great Britain is to 
recommend to the associations 
ofSfeland, Scotland and Whies 
Luirasingle governing body be 
created after the 2000 Olympics. 


SCOTTISH FOOTBALL 


By Simon Buckland 

“We acknowledge the con- 
sortium’s expression of interest 
in the company,” Quinn said. 
“We have considered the con- 
sortium's proposals and, after 
discussion with our advisors, 
are unanimous in our view that 
this approach is not in the best 
interests of Celtic, its support- 
ers and shareholders. 

“Celtic is much more than a 
business,” Quinn added “The 
Celtic board has always been 
mindftil of the need to reconcile 


ATHLETICS 

Max Jones was yesterday confirmed 
as performance director of UK Ath- 
letics. the sport's governing body in 
Britain. The appointment of the 51- 
year-old former chief British team 
coach follows the installation of 
David Moorc/oft as chief executive. 

BASKETBALL 

THURSEMVS LATE RESUUSi Mea’a £u- 
roLeagm Oroop A: Vitoria [Sp] SO Sara- 
tov (Rus) 60, tons* (It) 92 Fenertohre Purl 
78. PBu Ordiez (Fr) 56 zatarts Kaunas (Utb) 
66 Oroop B: Cryena Zvezria Belgrade 


its responsibility to sharehold- 
ers with its witter role of rep- 
resenting the Celtic community. 

“Fergus McCann's plans of 
enhancing the participation of 
ordinary Celtic supporters in 
the dub are intended to main- 
tain that balance. Tltrning to the 
proposals themselves, the 
board believes that they do not 
satisfy the criteria against 
which the board would assess 
this approach and accordingly 
they do not represent fair value 
to the Celtic shareholders ” 

Meanwhile, the Celtic mid- 
fielder; Vidar Riseth, has com- 
plained about being played out 


of position by the dub's head 
coach. Dr. JozefVengtos. 

The Norwegian internation- 
al feels be has been denied a 
genuine opportunity to prove 
the value of his £1.5m fee when 
being used as a centre-half or 
a right winger. Riseth views 
himself as a central or a left- 
sided midfielder and is becom- 
ing frustrated at being unable 
to impress the new Norway 
coach. Nils Johan Semb. 

“It’s not easy when you have 
to play out of position ” Riseth 
said. “I feel I have not done my 
best for the club yet because of 
this." 


SPORTING DIGEST 


(We) 88 Manresa (Sp) 60. Ciboiu Zagreb 
—fna) 78 MacubJ tel Aviv flsar) 60. (Snap 
: KK Zadar (Croal 79 Alba Berlin (Ger) 82: 


Oroop D: Samara (Rus) I 
(Gr) 77. vaseurtunne |Fr) 77 OtimplLa Ljubt- 
jana (Sloven) 68. Real Madrid (Sp) 65 fern- 
system Bologna (It) 69 

CYCLING 

Raffaefe Pagnosa. the secretavaai- 
eral of Che Italian Olympic Com- 
mlccee, yesterday said that he had 
received official notification that he 
was under investigation In a doping 
probe but that it concerned cycling, 
not football as was first believed. 


FOOTBALL 

Anatoly Byshovets, the former Dy- 
namo Kiev striker who played 40 times 
for the Soviet Union, was sacked as 
the Russia national team coach yes- 
terday after losing all six matches in 
less Chan five months in charge. 
Ferencvaros. che Hungarian First Di- 
vision dub. have sacked their coach. 
Tibor Nyitasi. NyilasJ. a former Hun- 
garian international, was Rred after 
a meeting of the club's council, dis- 
appointed In the team’s poor show- 
ing. Hungary's most popular and 
successful dub currently lie seventh 
in their league. 

THURSDAY'S LAIE RESULTS: Foodns 
Leaeud Premier Dtwtskw: Sunderland 2 
ManUtd 0. Thra Timet FA 
opd-rodBd replay: R*ttpoa»d: Ftomfott! 
v Bishop's Scortford. 


GOLF 

The South African Ernie Els has been 
awarded life membership of the Eu- 
ropean Tour in recognition of his two 
US Open victories and three suc- 
cessive wins in the World Match Play 
Championship. He beat Britain's 
Colin Montgomerie and Loren 
Roberts from America in a play-off 
to take the US Open at Oakmont in 
1994 then defeated Montgomerie 
by one shot to take the title at Con- 
gressional three years later. Els. who 
Has won 25 professional events 
worldwide including four European 
Tour titles, said: ‘lam thrilled to be 
given this accolade, especially as it 
comes from my peers. 

COOLUM CLASSIC (Brisbane, APS) 
Lea dbg second-nmd scores Was m- 
less stated): 132 C Spence 65 67. 136 
P Moloney 68 68. 140 C Parry 72 68: S 
Lay cock 71 69. 141 J Moseky 73 68: M 
Cain 70 71. 142 A Scot 73 70: G Coles 
70 72: M Jonzon (Swe) 70 72: R WUlis 70 
72. 143 A Painter 7 1 72: G Kenny 75 68: 
J Senden 71 72: M Petersen 71 72:TCar- 
dan 72 71. 145 D Ecob 74 71; D Hill 72 
73; G Dodd 73 72; M Gqggfci 74 71; N 
OHem 70 75: 5 Conran 7372 (round in- 
complete after rain interrupted play wtdi 
56 players on course). 

ICE HOCKEY 

There were emotional scenes at 
Sheffield Arena on Thursday night as 
the debt-ridden 5 teeters took to the 
Ice for what could prove to be their 
last-ever game. A crowd of around 
7.000. including supporters from 
Bracknell, Cardiff. Manchester and 
Ayr, watched the South Yorkshire 
team, who are around £A 00,000 in 
debt, beat Nottingham Panthers 
7-4. Apollo Management, the own- 
ers of Hie Arena, reduced the SteeF 
er’s rent for the game and have 

pledged to do the same fix the home 
fixture with Manchester on Boxing 
Day. 

NHL: Boston 5 Ottawa 2: Philadelphia 3 
Calgary 3 (of): St Louis 3 Phoenix 2: Wtesh- 
ington 3 Chicago l; Vancouver 2 Cotorado 
1: New itxk Slander 5 Los Angeles 4 (of): 
San Jose 3 Nashville 1. 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 
ATLANTIC DIVISION 

W L T GFCAPts 

Now Jersey 18 7 

Philad el p h ia 13 9 

Pl mb nnrti 7 2 8 

NY Rangers „n 12 

NY Islanders 12 18 

NORTHEAST DIVISION 

Toronto 17 11 2 91 85 36 

Buffalo 15 5 

,13 9 
-13 11 


87 70 39 
81 67 33 
79 73 31 
SO 79 23 
75 87 24 


SAMPDORIA, WHO this week 
appointed David Platt as “su- 
pervisor" (he has no coaching 
qualification) in an attempt to 
arrest their slide towards the 
Serie A relegation zone, play 
host to Milan in tomorrow’s live 
game on Channel 4. 

Platt, whose appointment is 
the subject of official protest, 
feces a tough task at Sampdo- 
ria. They slid to 14th (of 18) in 
Serie A after a 5-2 larruping at 
Lazio last Sunday. However; 
despite selling Juan Sebastian 
Veron, the brilliant Argentinian 
playmaker, to Parma, the Gen- 
oan outfit still have, in Ariel 


Kruuss 157; 10 J Kosir (Sloven) 146:11 
S Amiez (Fr) 142: 12 Schlfferer 122: 13 
M Ebeile (Ger) 120: MCxoneo 1 17: 15 
M Von Gruenlgen (Swrc) 110; 16 Franz 
109; 17 PAccola (Swlt) 101; IBSriarrsen 
89; 19 S L ocher (Swlt) 86: 20 Rocca 83. 
WOMEN'S ALPINE WORLD CUP 
(Vnyionim, Swlt) Leading ownD 
sssiMSnga: 1 AMdwnltzer |Aut) 675pcs: 
2 M Erd (Ger) 398: 3 R Goetschl (Aut) 


ITALIAN LEAGUE 


BY IAN DAVIES 

Ortega, the Argentine plav- 
maker, a world-class match- 
winnec Samp will be without 
the suspended defender Alex- 
andre Grandoni, while the strik- 
ers Vincenzo Montella and 
Zoran Hovicic are injured. 

Milan have looked a better 
side this term since Alberto Za- 
ccberoni, the man who inspired 
Udinese to rise above their 
station, joined them as coach, 
bringing Oliver Bierboff the 
German striker; with him. 


Detrigrte 21-12 21-17. H Lower lost to C 
On r 15-2 7 13-2 1: N Deaton tost to M 
Hubert 21-1 5 12-21 15-21. Holt kfitlo 
Orcr 17-21 23-21 10-21. Doubles: 
Deaton and Lower lost to Hubert and N 
Regtnster 17-21 I7-2JJ. 


Zaccheroni has had prob- 
lems imposing his 3-4-3 forma- 
tion on George Weah and 
Mauricio Ganz. Bierhoff’s 
strike partners, principally be- 
cause both players covet Bier- 
hoff’s place as centre-forward, 
and have been reluctant to go 
wide and feed crosses to exploit 
the German's awesome aerial 
power; However, despite their 
personnel problems, Milan are 
second after beating Vicenza 
1-0 last week. 

ITALIAN LEAGUE: T om o rrow's ocher 
gomes: Cagliari v Bologna, Empoli v Par- 
ma. Juwmus v Salemirana. Lazio v Udi- 
nese. Perugia vFtorenlina, Piacenza v Bari. 
Vicenza v Venezia. Tomorrow rtgtrt: ln- 
ternazicnale v Roma. 


How the 
FA Cup 
stopped 
our rise 

FAN’S EYE 
VIEW 
Reading 

By Brian Codling 


GENERATIONS of football fens 
have been brought up on the 
magic of the FA Cup. Young- 
sters dream of scoring at Wem- 
bley, while their fathers talk of 
the giant-ldllings of yesteryear. 

Village teams in the prelim- 
inary round hope to make it to 
the first round proper and play 
against a real League side. As 
winter deepens, the villagers 
give way to the semi-profes- 
sionals, keen to impress anyone 
who might ask them to sign for 
a Premiership club. 

As the qualifying rounds 
progress, players who rely on 
the game to pay their mort- 
gages develop loftier aims - to 
reach the third round and meet 
Manchester United But there 
is also a downside. 

Fbr teams trying to win pro- 
motion or avoid relegation, the 
FA Cup can be just a midwinter 
slog The magic fades quickly 
when your only decent striker 
is stretchered off. the opposing 
team are kicking as many 
lumps as possible out of your 
midfielders, and the next round 
promises another away game at 
another un glamorous ground 

Last season Reading strug- 
gled with a small squad in the 
First Division. The magic of the 
Cup for us involved scraping 
through against Cheltenham 
and Cardiff, both ties needing 
replays, before going out to 
Sheffield United in the dying 
minutes of toe fifth round. 

Added to this was a Coca- 
Cola Cup run lasting into Jan- 
uary, which physically drained 
the players. The result was a 
disakrous slump, which sent us 
from 14th in the table in Janu- 
ary to 24th a few months later. 
We finished bottom of the divi- 
sion and were relegated just in 
time to celebrate the opening 
of our new all-sea ter 25,000 ca- 
pacity Madtyski Stadium. 

Instead of big crowds (and 
big sponsorship) for games 
against Sunderland or Wolves, 
Reading have struggled 
against Wrexham and Wigan. 

Last year we weren't going to 
win the FA Cup, but it is just pos- 
sible that without injury-induc- 
ing matches in the depths of 
winter we might have avoided 
the drop The wonderful new sta- 
dium is more than half empty. 
Hie town's belief in. and finan- 
cial input into, its football dub is 
on hold Reading FC is dying out 
for real success. 

There is one bright spark, 
however, on the Berkshire sky- 
line. As you look down the fix- 
ture list for this season's FA 
Cup third round you won’t find 
Reading's name mentioned. 
We were knocked out back in 
November in the first round 

So no distractions this year. 
No Cup runs. Just promotion 
would be nice. 

Leave toe magic of the Cup 
to the young and the old We 
want more than to gaze at the 
table where toe big clubs feast 
we want to join them. 


5 73 45 35 

6 75 58 32 
3 79 69 29 

~0 16 5 65 85 21 

SOUTHEAST DM5ION 

Carolina 14 11 5 80 67 33 

Florida 10 11 6 70 75 26 

MbsUngtoa 9 16 3 60 75 21 

-Gmpa Bay 8 19 2 63105 18 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
CENTRAL DIVISION 

Detroit 17 10 1 92 69 35 

St Look 10 10 7 69 67 27 

Nashville 10 16 3 64 89 23 

Chicago 9 17 4 69100 22 

NORTHWEST DIVISION 

Cotorado .1 3 13 3 70 7* 29 

Edmonton 13 14 3 83 80 29 

Vhaauiw^.^.11 14 4 80 84 26 

Calgaary IT 16 3 82 88 25 

PACIFIC DIVISION 

Dallas.. 17 5 5 81 57 39 

Phoenbi _17 5 

Ana brim 12 11 

San lose 7 15 


Flemmen (Nor) 219; 10J Kostelit (Croa) 
195: mil A Paerson (5we) 184: C Rey- 
Briln (Swirl 184; 13 0 Compagnonl (lr) 
1 69: 14 M Dorfmetster (Aucri64: 1 5 U 
Hrowat (Sloven) 145; 16 C Mitterwallner 
144; 17 S Schuster (Aur) 134; 18 
I" 1 130; 19 B Obermoser (Aut) 
A Wachter (Aut) 1 18. DoamhlD: 


(Aut) 144; 17 
S Eager (Aur) ' 
124; 20 A Wa* 


4 74 47 38 

6 71 67 30 

7 60 70 21 

Los Angeles B 19 3 64 85 19 

THURSDAY’S LATE RESULTS: Srium- 
da S nprrimg ii e: sneffietfl Sredere 7 hkx- 
ilngham Panthers 4, Baltlka Cap 
(Moscow): Russia 3 C2 Rep 5. 

SKIING 

MEN'S ALPINE WORLD CUP (fel 
Garden*. It) Leadtae downbfll over- 
all standings: 1 L Khjs (Nor) 2 00 pis: 2 
L Carraneo Tit) 89: 3 W Franz (Aut) M: 
4 AGroenwJd (Norl 69; =5 ESeletto (111 
60; H Mater (Aut) 60: 7 P Jaerbyn (Swe) 
54; =8 K Ghedina (It) 50: A Deneriar (Fr) 
50: 19 P Vltallnl (It) 47: 11 K Andre 
Aamodc (Nor) 45; 12 A Schlfferer (Aut) 
42: =13 K Wert (Can) 40: P Runegaldler 
(it) 40: 15 A Bresavsek <Stoven]38: 16 
B Stemmle (Can) 37: 1 7 C FWscner (US) 
36: 18 H Knauss (Aut) 32: 19 K SNert- 
sen (Nor) 30: 20 J L Cretier (ft) 26. Oner* 
all standings: 1 Kius 413pcs; 2 5 
Eberharter (Aut) 383: 3 C Mayer (Aut) 342; 
4 Mater 340: 5 Aanrodt 324; 6 T 5tan- 
gasstnger (Aut I 2 1 6; 7 F Christian Jagfie 
(Nor) 166; 8 P Btxirgeat (Fr) 176: 9 


(Aut) 

agnood (Fr) 1 -.42.06: 6 F Masnada (Fr) 
1:42.20: 7 R Haeusl (Ger) 1:42.30; 8 T 
Glmte [Norj 1:42.39; 9 S Berthod (Swir) 
1:42.62: lOMDorfmeister (Aut) 1:42.75: 
11C Mon dl let (Frt 1:42.76: 12 I Helen 
Marten (Nor) 1:42.87; 13 I Kostrer (It) 
1:42.95: 14 R Goetschl (Aut) 1:43.24; IS 
P Bassls (It) 1:43.40; 16 M Ertl (Ger) 
1:43.43: 17 CBorgWfSwit] 1:43.52:18 
SBracun iSloven) 1:43.81; 19 M Gerety 
(US) 1:4334: 20 B Obermoser (Aut) 
1:44.10. Leading downhill overall 
scaodbio: 1 Goetschl 218; 2 Kostner 

1 BO: 3 Meissnltzer 1 55: 4 HHde Gera 149: 
S Haeusl 1 32: 6 Dorfmelsrer 1 16: 7 Cav- 
agnoud 106: 8 ErtJ 101; 9TGimle (Nor) 
92; 10 IMberg 80; 11 F Masnada (Fr) 80; 
12 Obermoser 72; 13 I Helen Marten 
(Nor) 64; 14 B Perez (It) 60; IS C Mon- 
tlllet (Frt 53: 16 P Bassis (It) 52; =17 M 
Gerety (US) 46; K Blaser (Aut) 46; 19 
Schuster 44: 20 S Bertha! (Surit) 41 . Na- 
tions Cop standings: 1 Austria 2.167; 

2 Germany 1 ,067; 3 Italy 897; 4 Sweden 
728; 5 France 708. 


SNOOKER 

HUSH OPEN (Dublin) Quarter- finals 
(Eng unless stated): M Williams (Mai) 
tot K Doherty (Irl) 5- 1 ; Draco bt S Hendry 
(Sco) 5-4; McManus be BSnaddon (Sco) 
5-3. J Parrott bt S Lee 5-2. 

TABLE TENNIS 
EUROPEAN WOMEN’S LEAGUE (Not- 
tingham) First Dlirision: England 1 
Belgium 4. fEngi names first A Hb# W C 


TENNIS 

GIROBANK TOUR (Nottingham] Men's 
qnai-ter- Boris: M Grecorc (Slovak) bt S 
Amey <GB) 3-6 6-4 6-2: P Hand (GBI bt 
B Haran (GB) 6-1 6-4: N Weal (GB) bt T 
Greenland (GB) 7-5 2-6 7-6. T Spinks (GB) 
bt M El lames (GB) 6-0 7-5. SenH-Hirais: 
Hand bt Gregorc 7-6 6-4: Weal be Spinks 
6-2 6-1. Mmaen's quarter-finals: A 
Wa me- Hoi tend (GB) bt K Elliott (GB) 6- 
3 6-2; L Perkins (GB) bt S Gregg (G0i 6- 
1 6-0; C Taylor (GBI be N Egorova (Rus) 

6- 2 6-1: J Lucrova |Rus) btCUdofa (Nige- 
ria) 6-1 6-0. Sesri-Rnals: Wame-Hoiiana 
bt PerHns 7-5 6-4; Lucnova be Ibylor 6-3 

7- 6. 


VOLLEYBALL 
MEN'S INTERNATIONAL (KaMn Hall 
International Sports Arena) : Scotland 

0 England 3(15-11. 15-9. 1 5-6). 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 

2 

The number of 
corpses found by 
Vicenza goalkeeper 
Pierluigi Brivio inside 
a blood-spattered car 
in his garage on 
Thursday : A man had 
shot his hairdresser 
lover and then 
himself, police said. 


Indoor game 
in the spotlight 


HOCKEY’S SHORT indoor sea- 
son gets under way this week- 
end with various Divisional 
Tournaments, followed by after 
Chris tmas , the DTZ Midland's 
invitation tournament and for 
toe women the second year of 
their National Indoor League. 

The popularity of toe indoor 
game, with the availability of so 
many excellent outdoor artificial 
facilities, has diminished over 
recent years and there is a fear 
that it may shortly be eliminat- 
ed from the calendar The good 
news is that Chris Spice, hock- 
ey’s director of performance, is 
a strong supporter of the indoor 
game. The sad news is that be- 
cause of toe pressures on elite 
players, particularly over the 
comingyears, most of them are 
likely to be pulled out 

“I welcome indoor hockey," 
Spice said yesterday. “It relates 
well to the outdoor game, is a 
good spectator sport and is 
very good promotionally. The 
problem is one of timing.” 

With this news it is good to 
hear of a dub returning to the 
indoor arena with new vigour. 
Leek, who will be led by the 


BY BILL COLWLLL 

Olympic gold medallist Imran 
Sherwani, will be competing in 
the DTZ Midland event for the 
first time for many years with 
the aim of reaching toe EH A fi- 
nals night at Crystal Palace on 
Friday 5 February. 

Sherwani would be no 
stranger to hockey’s night of the 
year, having appeared for 
Slough and Stouiport in toe fi- 
nals on a number of occasions. 

Dun ton Engineering, a sole- 
ly indoor dub, made a big im- 
pact last year in the Premier 
East League and appear again 
today at Aldenham School with 
the nudeus of their squad com- 
ing from Southgate. 

In the same league much is 
expected from Chelmsford who 
will feature several South 
Africans in their squad incl udin g 
Craig Carolan who was de-reg- 
istered by Southgate last week, 
n Hockey’s new chief executive, 
who had been expected to be 
named this week, will now be 
announced in the New Year. 









Blasphemy rife in 
Christian League 


AS YOU WERE 


IF WALTER SMITH 
I ^-\ thinks his Everton ptyy- 
■ . W J ers are harshly treated 
by referees in the Pre- 
miership, he should try 
managing in the southern area 
Christian League. 

Marshall Baron, the club secre- 
tary of Richmond St Mary's, re- 
cently suffered the humiliation of 
seeing his entire team sent off- for 
swearing. 

Practising what one preaches 
has proved difficult for Baron, who 
was among those sent off minutes 
from time against Chessington 
Evangelical Church at Old Deer 
Park. 

“It was a complete farce" he said 
“1 admit I said ‘Jesus Christ' and 
should have been sent off. I am not 
saying we were angels, but we ob- 
ject to the fact that the game was 
abandoned entirety and we were 
punished and Chessington were 
not - there was swearing on both 
sides." 

Apparently, industrial language 
was only the half of it, according to 
Baron, an altar server at Rich- 
mond Parish Church. He claimed 
that trouble flared when a Chess- 
ington player went unpunished 
after committing eight vicious fouls. 

“One of my players warned the 
ref he would be held responsible if 
someone was seriously hurt by this 
player;" said Baron, who left the field 
concussed and with a sore leg to go 
with his red card 

“Then a Chessington player 
asked one of my team what he knew 
about being a Christian. 

“He told him: ‘sod off I'm a 
Roman Catholic'.*' 

Richmond also had another play- 
er booked after the game had been 
abandoned but at least they got one 
point out of five for sportsmanship; 
Chessington got four. 

The Richmond-based team, who 
have all been friends since their 
schooldays at St ftul’s and West- 
minster. also had a point docked 
which they are now appealing 
against 

As for Baron, he has resigned 
from his position as League repre- 
sentative for the club. 

“I have been playing in the 
League for 10 years and am held as 
an honest person. We are very sad 
that it ail happened, and still feel 
very hard done by. 

“•The team, many of whom are 
my old friends, are not all Christians 


and we realise swearing is not ac- 
ceptable m a Christian League 
neither is dangerous tackling." 

BEDLINGTON TERRI- 
1 ^ -V ERS dipped out of the 
" ™ j spotlight in more ways 
* than one during the past 
seven days when their FA 
Vase third round tie against Mick- 
Ieover Sport was abandoned, not 
once, but twice, because of floodlight 
failure. 

The Terriers, whose brave 
FA Cup run came to an end at 
Scunthorpe last Saturday week, 
looked light years ahead of the op- 
position when the lights foiled last 
Saturday while they were leading 
4-1. 

Their manager, Keith Peny, 
warned against complacency in 
the replayed tie at the Doctor Pit 
Welfare Ground on Wednesday and 
he was spot on. With 18 minutes to 
go, it was the turn of the Derbyshire 
side Middeover to step out of the 
shadows and establish a three- 
goal lead. When they and everyone 
else were again plunged into dark- 
ness. 

The FA is now considering 
whether to allow Bedlington to go 
for a hat-trick ty staging the game 

a gain 


A cocky Mane rant 


* We’re die pride 
of all England, 
The cocK Of- 

the 'North, 

the cockneys, 
and scousers 
S'- of course. i 
i'.- 'AND LEEDS' ‘ 


i Eton boating song j 

. - STEVE BRUCE has en- 

d eared himself to 
• ^ J Blades’ supporters 
however well or badly 
his Sheffield United side 
fare this season in the Efrst Division 
promotion race. 

Pride of place on the wall of the 
manager's office at Bramall Lane 


are two photographs of Bruce in 
goalscoring mode for Manchester 
United in the game which some peo- 
ple feel secured them the Pre- 
miership title in 1992. The side on 
the receiving end of Bruce’s brace 
was Sheffield Wednesday. 

® DAVID O'LEARY and 
Peter Ridsdale, the 
Leeds manager and 
chairman respectively, 
appeared to be on a colli- 
sion course over the club’s image 
if recent comments from the two are 
anything to go by. 

At a welcome dinner for the new 
manager and his assist an t Eddie 
Gray, Ridsdale told the gathering: 
“We have had a fairly interesting 
start to the season, with the odd 
change we didn’t expect, but the 
great thing is that sexy football is 
no longer at Newcastle, it is here at 
Leeds United!" 

A few days later O’Leary com- 
menting on the team’s style of play 
said: “I don't want ary of this 20 or 
30 passes going nowhere. What we 
want here is purposeful football, not 
thte sexy football." 


® EVERTON FANS thought 
it was a wind-up perpe- 
trated from the other 
side of Stanley Park 
when it was announced a 
video had been released of Goodi- 
son’s greatest goals. But no, in fact, 
it (fid exist and was called “Everton 
-300 Great Goals’' and produced by 
a company called ’Racks. 

But upon investigation it tran- 
spired that the video had been 
withdrawn for what reason no one 
seems to know. Red rumour has it 
that the maters wanted to include 
a Goodison goal from this season, 
but eventually grew tired of waiting. 

® THE FOOTBALL Con- 
ference is emerging as 
one of the most impor- 
tant breeding grounds 
for the top marksmen of to- 
morrow, according to the latest 
issue of Four Fbur Two. The Janu- 
ary edition profiles “The Tbp Twen- 
ty Strikers Outside the 
Premiership", of which seven are 
graduates from the Conference 
coaching academy. But prospective 
buyers should not expect a bargain 
- the magnificent seven would cost 
a projected £103m according to the 
magazine's valuations. 


WHERE IN THE WORLD? 


BEST ATTACK in Europe. Manchester United, 
Roma? Wrong, it's Anorthosis Famagusta of Cyr- 
pus. And the best defence - parsimonious Parma? 
Sorry, Parmalat boys, it’s Hapoel Haifa of Israel. 


BEST ATTACKS 

Goals Games Average 

1 Anorthosts Famagusta (Cyprus) 47 12 3.92 

2 Dinamo Bucharest (Romania) 57 17 3JS 

3 Utex Loiiccta (Bulgaria) 48 IS 3.20 

4 Otnotda Nicosia (Cyprus) 38 12 3.17 


WORST ATTACKS 

Goals Games Average 

1 EttwUcos Piraeus (Greece) 3 13 0-23 

2 Venezia (Italy) S 1 3 038 

3 lferia (Greece) 5 13 038 

4 CaoakKafe Parri a ne ls por fltarfiey J — .8 16 0.50 


BEST DEFENCES 

Goals Games Average 

1 Hapoel Haifa (Israel) 3 12 — —0.25 

2 Real Mallorca (Spain) — - — 5 14_~_.036 

3 Inter Bratislava (Slovakia) 6 1 5 .—._0.40 

4 Parma (Italy) 3 13 0.46 


WOR5T DEFENCE5 

Goals Games Average 

1 Hapoel Beit Sb’an (Israel} 39 12 335 

2 Aris Limassol (Cyprus) 3B _12 3.17 

3 Sogadal (Norway) 80 26 338 

4 Dora Katokopia (Cyprus) 36 . _12 3.00 


MY TEAM 



PETER HOWITT 


Manchester United 

Actor and film director (Sliding Doors) 

*Tm one of the few fans who comes from Manchester 
Wfe moved to London when I was very young but saw 
them at Old 'frafford during the Sixties. It was my 
mum's hex-faulti missed out on the European Cup 
Final in 1968 when United beat Benfica 4-1 at Wem- 
bley. She applied for tick^s birt they were £9 and she 
thought they were too expensive and I didn't go. The 
best goal Fve seen at Old Trafford was a Bestie goal 
against Sheffield Wednesday in 1970. He beat the 
whole team, stopped the ball on the line and 
tapped it in. I think my proudest moment was when 
Denis Law asked for my autograph for his wife." 









WHAT WAS Gariy Bushell (above, front centre-right) doing on the Oldham Athletic 1967 summer 
tour of Africa? Perhaps the former Oil-boy was about to perform a Gotxiha on Ian Douglas Smith, 
toe Rhodesian Premier (front centre-left), as advance footage for an episode of NoeTs Christmas 
Accidents? But hold on- we tell a lie - it’s not Bushell, at afl. Surely we’re off up the evolution- 
ary scale a division or two to Oliver Reed, thespian and ambassador for abstinence. No, wrong 
again Maybe its the Duke of Kent, taking a break from those arduous cfap-Iite-a-seal-on-crea- 
tine Wimbledon duties? No? We give up. It's Ken Bates, the (nowadays, left) Santa-took-a-Hke chair- 
man of Chelsea. 


The price is right 


WITH ONLY the 
j' i. slightest assistance 
f V ' ;; from tiie almighty - 
two late equalisers 
andazmssedpenalty- 
The Price /s Right roared back into 
profit with a draws treble last 
week. There are some tight Pre- 
miership games gagging for sim- 
ilar attention this week, while 
Nicolas Anelka could spearhead 
a ‘•Desmond" (2-2) draw against 
Leeds tomorrow. 


■UBERO WAGERS 

(to £1 trebles with Stanley): Chelsea to 
draw with Tottenham (12-5): Coventry 
to draw with Derby (9-4): Newcastle 
to draw with Leicester (12-5); Not- 
tingham Forest to draw with Blackburn 
(12-5); Southampton to draw with Wim- 
bledon (9-4). 

Man United v Middlesbrough 
Correct score/firsl goal double: 2-1/ 
Dwight Vbrke (50p at 30-1. Stanley). 


West Ham v Everton 

Correct score/Hrst goal double: 2-1/ 

John Hamm {50p at 33-1 . Stariey 6 Tote). 

| SUNDAY SKY MATCH 

Arsenal v Leeds 

Scons 2-2 (£1 at 14-1. generally). 

first goat Nicolas Anelka (£1 at 11 -2 

Stanley). 

■ SUNDAY C4 ITALIAN JOB 
Sampdoria v Milan 

Score: 1-1 (£1 at 1 1-2. Wffliam Hill). 


First goal: Ofircr Bierboff (£1 at 4-1, 
William Hill & Tote). 

■ MONDAY SKY MATCH 
Chariton v Aston Villa 
Score: 1-2 (£1 at 8-1 , Stanley & Tote), 
first goal: Dion Dublin (£1 at 5-1 . Tote). 
ORIGINAL BANK: £100. 

Smwi 

TODAYS BETS: £18.63 fine £1.63 tax). 


IN T’NET 


Found on the Web: The home page of the Eng- 
land 2006 World Cup bid 
If it’s a balanced and unbiased appraisal of Eng- 
land’s bid to host the 2006 World Cup you’re after 
it's best to go elsewhere, but if you want to fly the 
flag, read afl about why England is the one and only 
country that really is fit to stage the cup, and get 
a blow by blow account of all the foreign junkets 
FA luminaries have been on in the course of duty, 
head here. Never have so many travelled so fan 
pressing so much flesh for so long in pursuit of a 
tournament that was promised to the Germans. By 
whom? The English FA, of course. 
http:JlVMn0.Jb2OO6.org/ 

Seen But not 
bought 


WHY WOULD anyone want to buy a nine carat gold 
Sheffield Wednesday stick pin? Especially when the 
pins - a choice of small Owls on pins or the word 
‘•Owls" on a pin or a dub badge on a pin - start at 
£27.99 and can cost as much as £39.99. Why would 
anyone at all, even an Italian striker; want to own 
sucb an item? Why would he use such an item to 
stick into his referee toy? He would not of course. 
And neither would any other sensible person. 


They’re not 
all Dennis 
Bergkamp 


Unsung foreign 
legionnaires No 18 
AMARA SIMBA:The 
Senegal-born French 
international striker will 
celebrate his 37th birthday 
next week as a player at 
Leyton Orient the dub he 
joined for nothing in October. 
Siznba’s illustrious career has 
seen him play for, among 
others, Paris St Germain, Caen 
and Marseilles (where at one 
stage he partnered Eric 
Cantona). He played for 18 months 
in Mexico before joining the Os, for 
whom he has played eight games 
and scored two goals so far. Simba 
has played four times for France, 
inducting one substitute 
appearance against En glan d, and 
has scored a total of two 
international goals. 



Fun and games in after-midnight sports marathon 


I NEVER bothered to get my telly retuned 

to receive Channel 5 - no point, I thought, 

sniffity. So it was not until recently, when 
I invested in a new set, that I was able 

to enjoy its sports coverage. In fact, as 

the end of the year approaches, and 
brickbats and bouquets are dished out my 
personal gong goes to C5 for their excel- 
lent and varied programming, which has 
been especially vigorous in its coverage 
of American sport 

Live And Dangerous, their after-mid- 
night sports marathon, has been of a con- 
sistently high quality, and is probabty why 
Channel 4’s Under The Moon passed away 
unlamented this week On Thursday forex- 
ample, LAD presenters Kevin Day and 
Mark Webster (stigfatty faddish but not over- 
bearingly so) first conducted some intelli- 
gent conversation with Cariton Palmer 
iquiet at the back), then spoke to the au- 
thor of a book about the history of refer- 
eeing, and to an odds-makcr about the latest 
football betting (the 8-1 about Dynamo Kiev 



CHRIS 

MAUME 


SPORT 
ON TV 


to win the European Cup being consider- 
ably inferior to the 14s secured by myself 
and a colleague -an optimistic bet, perhaps, 
though somewhat less so than my friend’s 
flutter on QPR to win the First Division at 
200-D. Later there was a top-of-the-table 
Dutch game between Vitesse and Feyeno- 
ord, and later still (past my bedtime, any- 
way), action from the latter stages of the 
Brazilian championship between Santos 
and Cruzeiro. AH very late, but then that's 
what videos are foe 
Apart from the football from around the 


world, there has been what must have been 
baseball's best ever season -much of it live 
- NHL ice hockey and American football 
(the latter not to my taste, but it's good to 
have as a bastion against Sty). As I say, I 
fondly imagined my life was better with- 
out C5. And indeed, with the exceptions of 
the sport andXena: Warrior Priruxss (for 
fetish fans everywhere) that’s the case. But 
they’re two big exceptions. 

And so farewell to Under The Moon, 

that rfire lafa^ii ght fer ragn nf crap chat and 

embarrassing set-ups. Co-presenter 
Danny Kelly seemed a nice enough bloke, 
but it became all too familiar an experi- 
ence to flip channels briefly before going 
to bed to find him wide-eyed and vacant, 
all rabbits and headlights while he wait- 
ed for a thought to enter his head. A suc- 
cession of co-anchors provided little in the 
way of substance and a great deal in the 
way of mindless dross. 

The programme's low point (at least, the 
lowest point witnessed by this viewer; 


which mi ght not be saying all that much) 
was the occasion last year when they 
gave the former Greg Chappell as long as 
he lflced to plug his “hair replacement sys- 
tem” - though I suspect it was not so much 
a question of product placement as of Kelly 
not being able to think of anything else to 
say and there being no post-pub morons 
dogging up the phone-in lines with their 
lager-lout prejudices. Wednesday’s pro- 
gramme, so a friend informed me, con- 
tained a fitting epitaph when one caller rang 
in to inform Ketys colleague, Lisa Rogers, 
that his preferred mode of watching her was 

with the remote in one hand and, ei; some- 
thing else entirety in the other 

A few sour sorts have spent the past 
week carping about the gong given to 
Michael Owen's for being voted BBC 
Sprats Personality of The \fear Untikelwan 
Thomas, Denise Lewis and the rest of the 
shortlist - and as the lad himself has reit- 
erated tirelessly over the last couple of 
weeks - he's won nothing yet 


Except the hearts of the nation, and that's 
what counts. The award has seldom been 
given for sporting success - indeed, it has 
consistently served to buttress that quin- 
tessential British notion trf^crious defeat 
The Sportswriters’ Association gave their 
awards last Monday to Thomas and Lewis, 
both bedecked with precious metals after 
a year of solid achievement And rightly so 
- that’s precisely what the sportswriters 
should be doling out awards for. 

But public opinion is another matter en- 
tirety and the Sports Personality of The 
Yfear award should be about precisely 
that: personality. The award is not about 
success so much as capturing the popular 
imagination - witness Paul Gascoigne's 
award in 1990, received largely on the back 
of his Wbrid Cup waterworks. Owen at least 
got his gong for football - at least, the five 
seconds or so it took him to score his tu- 
multuous goal against Argentina. 

In that moment and as he subsequent- 
ly raced towards the England end with his 


such a magnificent piece of artistry the 
strange sculpture that passes for the BBC 
^ P eTSoa ^ property. 
of the S P° rts ^view Of 
The Year (BBCL Sunday), ’tis the season 

^ ^^^sopeihaps I should finish 
il 18 a reflection 

smrthnt i? tenorating relationship with 

sport, but it was a curiously low-key affair 
were g* um ' the interviews 

S b ^^ pei ^ JD ^ and ti* o'*®* 
- !». top?*- 


' , «7,X:.ZI, lul ^ srBon aiMns themselves. 
“ b rilliant 

B last week 1 * * * * wrote about the 

SSuteS Over. Walter's 

P°im out that Gaiy Iinefc- 

that their eH 6 ’ contract to them, and also 
SS35rS , 2L"!f "“to “ 1 tot) and 
maalSS^ 1 fev ounte flavour is- 
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Books for Christmas: Football’s 


great attackers weave their magic across the spectrum from high art to low life 


Honesty 
of Adams 


and Best 
hits spot 


JUST AS televised football is 
best watched with a beer to 
hand, good boohs are tradition- 
ally accompanied with a mug of 
cocoa. This is something of a 
blessing when it comes to read- 
ing the year's two blockbusters. 

While both Bestie, lbe au- 
thorised biography of George 
Best and Addicted, Tony 
Adams’ ghosted autobiogra- 
phy, are good reads, neither 
should be savoured over a pint. 
\ Alcoholism is at the heart of 
^ Adams’ book and a running 
thread through Best's. 

Much of Adams’ book is 
standard fere. A bard-hitting 
opening chapter is followed by 
a pacey run through his career 
from aspiring schoolboy to tro- 
phy-winning captain of the Ar- 
senal. There is even the 
obligatory chapter selecting 
his “best of ” XL What marks it 
out is that the opening chapter 
really does shock as it details 
his personal rock bottom, the 
moment he faced the reality 
that booze had taken over his 
life. Searingiy honest, the book 
benefits from Adams' close re- 
lationship with his conscien- 
tious and understanding ghost, 
*ian Ridley. 

Freed from the constraints 
of writing in someone else’s 
words, Joe Lovejoy’s Bestie is 
a more complex book combin- 
ing the necessary chronologi- 
cal run through Best’s career 
with modern-day snap-shots 
of his current life. Best and a 
long line of former team-mates, 
ex-lovers and friends, have co- 
operated in full but the result 
is as severe on Best's faults as 
. 'Adams is on himself. A tawdry 
- ^ght in a Hereford bar, when 
a drunken Besfs jealousy turns 
him into an arrogant boor, 
shows what Adams has es- 
caped and Best probably never 
wiL That hfo mother died an al- 
coholic underfoies the tragic na- 
ture of his disease. 

Alcohol abuse also plays a 
prominent part in the year's 
most controversial book, Glenn 
Hoddle's My World Cop Story, 
wftch revealed something of 
Gascoigne's problem. In 
literary terms the book is poor, 
an inevitable result of its speed 
of completion and its concen- 
tration on banalities. Many still 
feel it is not banal enough and, 
given that Hoddle is still in the 
job, they may be right Even so, 
his occasional candour, though 
not in admitting any mistakes, 
made for some interesting mo- 
ments and plenty of headlines 
and some good may come from 
his revelations about Gas- 
coigne. 

A contrasting World Cup 
about a very different 
ipaign, is offered by Robbie 


By Glenn Moore 

Earle and Daniel Davies. Earle 
provides a perceptive view from 
the dressing-room but the real 
strength of One Love is Davies’ 
depiction of Jamaica's passage 
to France. This includes Fitzroy 
Simpson's priceless descrip- 
tion of a nervous first night in 
Kingston: T had to put a chair 
up against the door” .. "I’d been 
to Jamaica before but that time 
I went to civilisation”. His 
Portsmouth team-mates' re- 
action to his and Paul Hall’s in- 
volvement is also detailed: 
“How do you think they felL 
we'd gone to Jamaica, they 
were fighting for survival in the 
middle of winter and watching 
Caribbean Uncovered [Sky's 
sex and ‘ sandfly-on-the-bar- 
room wall programme]". 

The 1990 Wbrid Cup features 
in Bobby Robson's autobiogra- 
phy, but so extensive is the for- 
mer England manager's career 
it only rates a few pages. 

His fight with cancer opens 
the book, givinga sense of per- 
spective to the rest. 

Another manager with a 
passion for the game. Harry 
Redknapp, is authentically cap- 
tured by Derek McGovern in an 
unusually candid and enter- 
taining autobiography. He also 
had a brush with death and pro- 
ceeds go to a cancer charily. 

Harry Harris has combined 
with Ruud Gullit for a run 
through the Dutchman's career 
pre-Newcastle, while the simi- 
larly prolific Dave Bowler has 
produced a dry account of 
Danny BJanchfkiwer's life and an 
absorbing one of Sir AH Ramsey 

From the Netherlands 
comes Ajax, Barcelona. 
Cruyff: the ABC of an Obsti- 
nate Maestro, taken from old 
interviews with the enigmatic 
Dutchman while David Filler- 
ay’s Referee!, a self-written 
diary of his season, has inter- 
esting elements but win confirm 
the prejudice of those who be- 
lieve referees are rampant ego- 
tists. Not the perfect Christmas 
present for Gordon Strachan. 

Besdu A Portrait of a Legend 
(Macmillan. £16.99) by Joe Lovejoy; Ad- 
dicted (Collins Willow, £1 639) by Tony 
Adams and lan Ridley: Glenn Hoddle: 
My 1»8 World Cup Story (Andie 
Deutsch. £17.99) by Glenn Hoddle A 
David Davies: One Love: The story of 
Jamaica’s Reggae Boys and the 
1998 World Cup (Andre Deutsch. 
£1 A39) by Robbie Earle & Daniel Davies: 
Bobby Robson (Macmillan. £16.99) by 
Bobby Robson & Bob Harris. Harry Red- 
knapp (ColUns Willow. El 6.99) by Har- 
ry Redknapp 6 Derek McGovern: Ruud 
Game: Wty Autobiography (Century 
£16.99) by Ruud Gullit & Harry Harris: 
Danny Kandifhnw. A Biography of 
a IflsJonary (Victor Goilan 2 . tl 6.99} by 
Dave Bowler; Whoring Isn’t Everything 
- a Biography of Str Alf Ramsey (Vic- 
tor Gollanz, £16.99) by Dave Bowler. 
Ajax. Barcelona, Cruyff: the ABC of 
an Obstinate Maestro (Bloomsbury. 
£1 6.99) by Fries Barend £r Her* van Dorp: 
Referee!: A Vfear In the Life of David 
Eileray (Bloomsbury. £16.99) by David 
Elfenry 



The 1970 Brazilians are given a richly evocative portrait by Garry Jenkins, who interviewed every player except for the still elusive Jairzinho Daily Mirror 

Booked: the world’s best team 


ONE MOMENTOUS summer, a 
year after man first walked on 
the moon, a satellite beamed 
something even more magical 
into the living rooms of the 
world - football from a different 
planet 

Some of the burgeoning 
number of books devoted to the 
game's back pages glorify the 
humdrum: others do scant jus- 
tice to greatness. The Beauti- 
ful Team (Simon & Schuster 
£15.991, wherein Garry Jenkins 
goes in search of the 1970 
Brazilians, avoids both cate- 
gories. Put simply, it is a rich- 
ly evocative homage to the 
finest team of all time. 

The format adopted by Jenk- 
ins has a good track record, 
from Roger Kahn’s classic 
about baseball’s Brooklyn 
Dodgers. The Boys of Sum- 
mer, to Martin Tyler's Boys of 
66 . 

Travelling around Brazil, 
Jenkins interviews all the 
World Cup^winning class of '70 
(except Jairzinho, who proves 
as elusive as he did to Terry 
Cooper in Guadalajara, and 
Everaldo, who is deadi about 
the tournament, the 4-1 final 
rout of Italy and how it affect- 
ed their lives. 

We meet Pele, one of the 
most famous individuals on the 
planet yet keenly aware of the 
collective nature of the tri- 
umph. Then there is Carlos Al- 
berto, captain and scorer of the 


By Phil Shaw 


last, definitive goal in the final, 
who now runs a soccer camp; 
Gerson, the tactician supreme, 
these days fighting sport's cor- 
ner within his home-town coun- 
cil; and Ftelix, the eccentric 
keeper, who could smoke for 
Brazil and who now owns a 
garage. 

Most intriguing of all is 
Tostao, who nutm egged Bobby 
Moore in the build-up to Jairz- 
inho’s winner against England. 
Now a portly grey-haired, semi- 
redusive doctor of medicine 
and broadsheet football colum- 
nist, he is surprisingly self-crit- 
ical. which merely adds to the 
fascination. 

One can only echo the sen- 
timents of the midfield enforcer 
Clodoaldo, who tearfully tells 
Jenkins: “I want to thank you 
for doing this. I think it is his- 
tory." The author should now be 
commissioned to track down 
Brazil’s 1998 finalists. They did, 
alter all go missing against 
France. 

The perfect 10 in that Dear- 
perfect side, Pele, once de- 
scribed the penalty as “a 
cowardly way to score". Ac- 
cording to Clark Miller’s histo- 
ry of the spot-kick, He Always 
Puts It To the Right (Victor 
Gollancz, £12.99), Francis Lee 
was unmoved by that argu- 
ment 

One of many splendid stories 


in a delightfully off-beat book 
brimming with anecdotes, 
analysis and trivia finds Lee 
playing for Manchester City in 
Sweden soon after converting 
15 penalties in 1971-72. Waiting 
to take another, he was ap- 
proached by the keeper who ex- 
plained his ambition to be the 
first to deny Lee from the 12- 
yard mark. 


you score 15 penalties without 
missing.” 

West Ham needed no set- 
piece psychology to lift the FA 
Cup in 1964 and the European 
Cup-Winners' Cup a year later 
noc indeed, did they require any 
Scots, Irish or Welsh assis- 
tance. 

The latter feet is the starting 
point for Brian Belton's The 
First and Last Englishmen 
(Breedon Books, £16.99*, which 
claims the Hammers as the last 
entirely English-born and -bred 
side to win either trophy (al- 
though by my reckoning, Man- 


chester City did so in 1969 and 
’70). 

The lazy way would have 
been to focus on the feats of 
Messrs Moore, Hurst and Pe- 
ters. Instead the author uses 
the life - and recent death - of 
Alan Sealev, two-goal hero of 
the victory over Munich 1860, to 
plot a tale which wallows in nos- 
talgia but avoids the little Eng- 
lander trap. 

Bill Shankiy is commemo- 
rated in two widely differing vol- 


legendary manager; including 
a fascinating transcript of his 
1975 local radio chat-show in- 
terview with the Prime Minis- 
ter, Harold Wilson, The 
conversation ranges from Hud- 
dersfield Town and Harold 
Macmillan to socialism and 
saunas. 

The Shankiy Years, by 
Steve Hale and Phil Thompson 
(Ebuiy Press. £14.99). is less 
folksy, relying mainly on Hale's 
unrivalled portfolio of pictures 
to chart what the sub-title 
terms ‘‘a revolution in foot- 
ball”. 


Simultaneously, one of 
Shankfy’s compatriots was pre- 
siding over a similar process in 
Scotland. His extraordinary 
era, which brought the Euro- 
pean Cup that eluded Liverpool 
until Bob Paisley’s reign, is ex- 
amined in Jock Stein: The 
Celtic Years by Tom Campbell 
and David Potter (Mainstream 
Publishing, £1499*. A rounded 
picture includes Stein's flaws, 
with testimony from several of 
his players. 

Many of the hooped heroes 
of '67 are profiled in A Scottish 
Football Hall of Rune (Main- 
stream, £14.99), John Caimey’s 
affectionate assessment (in- 
terspersed with a wiy line in so- 
cial history) of 100 great Scots 


niansi to Ally McCoist (Old 
Bluenose). 

Jeff Kent’s The Potteries 
Derbies (Witan Books, £14.10 
including p&p from 8 Nelson 
Crescent Cotes Heath, via 
Staffibrd ST 21 6ST) is a triumph 
of research, chronicling the 
116 -year history of hostilities be- 
tween Port Vale and Stoke City 
in the least populous English 
city to support two senior chibs. 

Nearby Macclesfield Town 
marked their inaugural League 
campaign with promotion on a 
pittance. The key moments are 
celebrated and off-guard back- 
room scenes captured in the 
high-quality photojournalism 
of Paul Atherton in Against All 


Odds (More Than Ninety Min- 
utes Publishing. Brighton. 
£19.99). 

Breedon Books, having es- 
tablished their reputation with 
the Complete Record series, 
have moved successfully into 
oral and pictorial history at 
£16.99 a throw. Fbr Wednesday 
Every Day of tbe Week. Keith 
Farnsworth taps memories 
spanning six decades of the 
Sheffield club's stars, staff and 
supporters. 

Steve Gordos performs a 
similar task in Talking With 
Wolves, which sheds new light 
on Molineux's pioneering 
nights in Europe, while David 
Lemmon's Arsenal in tbe 
Blood relives half a century of 
drama on and off the pitch at 
Highbury through the recol- 
lections of Bob Wilson, Pat 
Rice, Dennis Bergkamp and 
others. 

However, one heavyweight 
hardback stands out among 
the club-based histories. The 
Official Manchester United Il- 
lustrated Encyclopedia (pub- 
lished by the club in association 
with Andre Deutsch. £25), is 
bulging with statistical detail 
and pithy writing by United 
experts. 

But what makes it excep- 
tional is the superb design and 
use of graphics. It's bard to 
credit but here at last is some 
Old Trafford merchandise that 
gives value for money. 


"OK," said Franny, "Fll put 
it to your right and I won't hit 
it too hard." The Swede 
swooped to his right. Lee. 
crashed the ball into the oppo- 
site corner. “That” he told the 
disconsolate custodian, "is how 


umes. In Shanks Fbr the 
Memory (Robson Books, 
£14.95), John Keith collates the 
wisdom and wit of Liverpool’s 


7 want to thank you for doing this. 
I think it is history 1 


from Lord Kinnaird (Old Eto- 


WEEKEND FIXTURES AND POOLS CHECK 


■ ■ - ■ ■ Oyde v Oueen of the South 

TODAY Livingston w Sdrtlng 

■ Parrtck v Inverness CT 

FOOTBALL SCOTTISH TWRO DIVISION 

, „ . Berwick v Albion Rovers . 

3.0 unless stale# Brechin v Guewi's Part. 

BH CARLING PREMIERStflP Cowdenbeath v Ease Stirling 

1 Chelsea v Tottenrum Dumbarton v Stenhousemwr 

2 Coventry v Derby Ross County v Montrose 

3 Liverpool v Sheffield Wednesday FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 

A Manchester Utd v Middlesbrough Barrow v Forest Green . 

f " ew l“* le w J^ ,ce * ter • • • • - Cheltenham v Stevenage 

I ,^' h l mp ^l^ b,ed0n - ES£d vS5ii«g : 

B West Ham v Everron .. . Hereford v Kettenng 

NAX10NmDEFOOTBMXL£JU3UE Leek v Kuigstonlan 

FIRST DIVISION Morecambe v Hayes 

5w,n '*°'V-— Rushden v Farnbo rough 

10 Birmingham v Sunderland Southporw Kidderminster 

’1 Woking v Nortnwich- 

12 Bradford City v Wchres - „ Wford 

f* CARLS BERG VASE Third round: 

TG Norvwch v Bnsrol City - RTMAN LEAGUE Premier DMston: 

1? POT Vafc v Burv Aldershot v Heybndge. Bfllertcay v Dulwich: 

18 Stockport v Oxford Utd - Si? 

WWest^nchvTVpnn^e vB^n^G^end 

Aylesoury: Hendon vCarshal ton: Pur Beet 

20 Burnley v Northampton „ Walton 6 Hers ham; Slough v Borchem 

21 Chesterfield v Wigan - Wood; St Albans v Harrow Borough; Sut- 

22 Gflllngham v Notts County ton Utd v Enfield. Hr* DMston: Barton 

23 Luton M Mmwali Rovers v Berkhamsced: Bog nor Regis v 

2A Preston v Rithjm Wembley: Braintree v Grays; Cher Gey v 

25 Reading V Oldham Moiesey. Croydon v Uxbridge: Leyton Pen- 

26 Walsall v StoKe — - rant v Maidenhead: Oxford Otyv Worthing: 

27 Wresiham v Bournemouth tomford v Staines: WealdsronevLeather- 

28 Wycombe v Lincoln City - head: Whyteleafe v Mtchln; Trading v Can- 

29 York v Manchester City - uey Island. Secood DMston: Ovufonc St 

THUU> DIVISION RetervWlveflhoe:Haiiowv Bedford town: 

30 Barnet v Leyton Orient Hertford v Edgware; Horsham v Heme) 

31 Cardiff v Mansfield Hempstead uMemspoSan Ro- 

32 Darlington v Scunthorpe Bar, Leighton v Wind«w & Eton; North- 

33 Halifax v Exeter - wood v BansteatU name v Bracknell; 

34 Hartlepool v Southend tooting ft Mitcham v Marlow; Witham v 

35 Hull v Swansea Abingdontown: Wofcngham * 

36 Peterborough v Scarborough ... Third f ^ owAvdeyvCheshwtDoro- 

37 PtymouthtfCarlisle Ing vCroydon Arhkwc EgfwjVJ East Thur- 

38 Rochdale v Bughton rock. Ford Utd v Southall: Hornchurch v 

WWTHM PREMIER LEAGUE Connthlan Casuals. Kingsbury v iewer. 

P*? 01 ,1 !? H £ RE T lER TUburvvCambertey.Tnngv Epsom SEvmS. 

?- v D unfermline .. vSrev FttckwellHeath: Wingate* Rnch- 

AO Dundee v Aberdeen teyv Clapton 

KBias^sssasa 

AA Hibernian v Clydebank com vBlyth Spartans; 5taly&ridgev Larv 

A5 Raich v Greenock Morton Wrttby vHydc Wmsfort v Guseiey: 

■; Mirren u Falkirk wotiaoo v Banker Bridge. Hist BMMoo: 

Janraer vAirdne Brecon v Drovlsdcn: Ashton Utd v 

J SECOND DIVISION NecnerWd: Congten* 1 v WlhiBey Bay. Fars- 

A8 Alloa v Forfar by Celtic v Madock; Flbtton v Eastwood 

W ATOroazh v East Ft)e 


lawn: Gretna v Bradford Park /Wnue; Har- 
rogate Town v Burscough; Hucknall v Traf- 
fo«d: Lincoln Utd v RjdcJIffe Borough: 
StOCksbndge v Great Harwood. 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE Premier Divi- 
sion: Adierstone v Weymouth: Boston Utd 
v Gloucester. Cambridge Otyv Nuneaton: 
Crawley v Bromsgroue: Dorchester v 
King's Lynn: Grcstey Rovers v Grantham: 
Halesowen Town v Salisbury: Ilkeston v 
Merthyr Tydfil; Roth well v Bath dry: Tam- 
worth v Burton Albion: Worcester v Hast- 
ings. Midland Division: Bedworth v 
Newport IGwent); BUston v Sutton Cdd- 
fietd; Btowlch v Stamford Oevedon v Rac- 
ing Warwick; Moor Green v Cinder ford. 
Paget Rangers v Evesham: Solihull Bor- 
ough v Biakenall: Stourbridge v Shepshed 
Dynamo: VS Rugby v Stafford Rangers: We- 
s con-super -Marr v Hinckley Utd. South- 
ern DMsfou: Andover v Rounds: Bash ley 
v Ashford: Corby v Dartford: Fisher Ath- 
letic v Brack ley: Folkestone Irnncta v Bal- 
dock. Havant £i Wacerkxwlle v Cirencester 
Sittingboume v Erich b Belvedere-. St 
Leonards v Margate: Tonbridge v Chelms- 
ford: Witney v Newport (loW): Vbce v Fleet. 
NORTH WESTERN TRAINS LEAGUE 
I»* Dhrtstom Atherton LR v Maine Rood; 
Cheadle v Prescot Cables: Clltheroe v Boo- 
tle; Glossop North End v Newcastle town; 
Mosley v Vudiall GM; Ramsbot tom v Leek 
CSO& St Helens v Holker Old Boys; Sa*- 
ford v Bossendale: SkrimerstWe v Naniwidi; 
Workington v Atherton Collieries. 
WtNSTONLEAD WENT LEAGUE Pre- 
intarDiubkiii: Chatham v Canterbury; Cray 
Ubnderers v Deal: Crackenhill v Greenwich 
Borough; Erirti v Slade Green: Faversham 
v Thamermead: Heme Bay v Sheppey: 
Ramsgatr v Lordswood: Tunbridge Weds 
v Beckenham: Whltstable * Hythe. 
UHLSPORT UNITED COUNTIES 
LEAGUE Premier Diets Io n : Blacksrone 
v Wellingborough: Bourne U Long Buck- 
by. Eynesbury u Spalding; Ford Sports v 
Boston town: Kemps ton v Northampton 
Spencer Ration v Buckingham town: St 
Neots v Cogenhoe; Stewarts fr Lloyds Cor- 
by v Wdorton: Storfold v Holbeoch. 
league Cup: toxley v Desborough. 
UKUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Hrat 
DMston: Chichester v W/hltenawk: HaSsham 
v Broadbrldge Heath: Hassocks v East Pre- 
ston: Lancney Sports v Setsey. Uttlehamp- 
ton v Burgess H1H; Rtngmer v fbn field; 
Saltdean v Horsham ymCa: Shorenam v 
Pagham. total O’Hara League Cup second 
round: Wick v RcdhiB Third round: Sourtir 

wick v Eastbourne Util Fourth maid: East- 
bourne town v Sidleshain. 

SCREWF1X DIRECT LEAGUE Premier 
DMston: Backwell v Elmore: Barnstaple 
v Wescbury. Btdefbrd v Metksham; Bridg- 
water v Paul con Rovers: Brtdlngton v Man- 


gotsfield: Came v Bnsrol Manor Farm: Odd 
Down v Bridpw t; Taunton v Keynsham. 
NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE 
Premier DMston: Bngg vLiwsrsedge: Bus- 
ton v Hallam: EcrleshJlv Maliby; Garforih 
v North Fen*y;OzettAa*»i vOweti town: 
(Vkenngv Arnold: Pontefract v Denaby: Sel- 
by v Thao ley; Sheffield v Gfasshoughton 
Welfare; Stave ley v Aimthorpe Welfare. 
INTERLINK EXPRESS NUDLAND AL- 
LIANCE: Boldmere St Michaels v 5hl/ru>: 
Bridgnorth v Hafesower Harriers Chaser own 
v Knyperdey Via ona: Pershore v Stapenhlll: 
Sandweil Borough v Rusnall Olympic Si-m- 
port Swifts v Rocesten Stratford v Pel sail 
Wia: WednesneW v King's Norton: west Md- 
lands PDUce v Barweli; Wlncnlcdl v Oldbury. 
ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE Hrat DMston: Billing ham Syn- 
th on la v Bedllngion Tenters: Chester-le- 
Street v Penrith: Conseu v Bilingham town; 
□unstoii FB v South Shields; GufcOorough 
v Seanam Red Star: Jarrow v Oook; Mor- 
peth v low Law: Srocuron v Marske: West 
Auckland v Easington. 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: Newbury v 
Money fields: Totton v Thatcham; BAT 
Sports v Gosport: Bournemouth FC v Fare- 
ham; BroOen hurst v Wlmborne: Oawes 
Sports v Whitchurch; Downton v Berner ton 
Heath: Eaw Cowes Vtsv EasrWgh: Ham- 
ble v OukSKhurch; Portsmouth RN v 
Lymlngton h New Milton. 

JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Premier 
Otvtakxc Bury town v Feflxstowe: Ely v 
Gorieston; Fakenham v Sudbury Wander- 
ers. Great Yarmouth v Hlston; Halstead if 
Lowestoft: Harwich 0 Parkeston v New- 
market; Sudbury town v Ipswich wander- 
ers; Warboys v Wan on; WroKlum v Soham. 
THE TIMES FR YOUTH CUP Third 
round: Manchester utd vEvenon (2 0| (at 
Glgg Lane. Bury). 

PRES5 S’ JOURNAL HIGHLAND 
LEAGUE: Clachnacuddln v Fraserburgh; 
Cow Rangers v Deueronvale: Elgin ir Hunt- 
ly: Fort WHllamvBudde Thistle: fiathv Bro- 
ra Rangers. Losaemouth v Naim County: 
RHerheadv Fanes MechYiics: Rennes vVWck 
Amdemy. 

SMIRNOFF IRISH LEAGUE PwwderDi- 
«toton: Ballymena v Gtenavon; CHftonvUie 
vCoierawe: Crusaders vCenagn:Giemoren 
v Newry Firs* DMstoiu Arts v Umauady. 
BaHyclarev Bangor Distillery v Lame: Dun- 
gannon Swifts v Camck Rangers. 
LEAGUE OF WALES: Barry Town v 
Aberystwyth (2.30): Caernarfon town v TNS 
Llansanrrfraid (2.30); Caersws v Rhayad- 
er (2.30): Carman's Quay v Newtown 
(2.30); Cwmbran v Holywell (2.301: Haver- 
fordwest v Carmarthen (2.30); Rhyl v In- 
ter Cabfe-KH Cardiff (2.30). 

HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE OF 
IRELAND Pramtor DMston: Sllgn Rovers 
v 5h el bourne (7.30). 


RUGBY LEAGUE 

1 .30 unless stated 

SILK CUT CHALLENGE CUP Second 
round: Asham v Heworth (2.0): Beveriey 
East Hull v Townvilte: Dodworth v Casde- 
ford Lock Lane: Dudley Hill v LVigan St 
Patricks (2.30): Eccles v Norman f on; 
Egremont v Haydock: Feathers rone uens 
v Ovenden (2.30): Moldgreen v Oulton: 
Norland v Crosfields: Oldham St Annes v 
Elen borough. Queens v West Hull (2.01: 
Rochdale Mayfield v Hull Dockers; Sad- 
dleworth v Walney Central; SiddaJ v 
Feathers tone MW Skirlaugh v Ideal is&er 
tv Island; V 


Thornhill v Barrow Island; Wigan Rose I 
v Leigh M R: Wigan 5t Judes v Woolston. 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE LEAGUE 
First Division: East Leeds v Red hill 
(2.0J; Milford vMlllom I2.0J; Shaw Cross 
V Leigh East p D). Second DMston: Black- 
brook v Dewsbury Moor (2.30); Eascmoor 
v New Earawick (2.30). Keighley ABj v tork 
Atom (2.0). 

RUGBY UNION 

2.30 unless stated 
ALLIED DUNBAR 
PREMIERSHIP OIK 

Barh v Saracens (2.0) 

Gloucester v Leicester [3.0) 

London Irish v Harlequins (3.0) 

L ondon Sc ottish v Richmond |b.b) 

PREM1ER5W UNO: Blackheach v Fyide 
(3.0); Bristol v Waterloo (3.0): London 
Welsh v Rugby (2.0): OneH v Exeter (3.0): 
Rotherham v Worcester (2.15). 
JEWSON NATIONAL LEAGUE One: 
Cambertey v BlrminghanVSolihull: Henley 



Helens (3.0); Whar 


Newbury 


|2.15). TWo North: Hinckley v Preston 


arasshoppers; Kendal . 

(2.15); Uchfleld v fvtufKdton: Sandal v 


Stourbridge 

Wnft" 


nlngcon Park (2.1 5): Sedgley Park v Wal- 
sall: Sheffield v Aspama: Wmnhurch v New 
Brighton, too Sooth: Bracknell v Pty- 
moutn(2.1S): Havant v Cheltenham (2.0). 
Met Rtofice v Bridgwater (3.0): Norwich 
v Esher (2.1 5); Redruth v Barking: Tabard 
v Clifton (2.151: Wston-super-Mare v 
Norm Walsham (3,oj. 

SWALEC CUP Fourth round Group A: 
a’nss Powys u Pontypod Utd; Ebbw vale 
v Treherbax. Group B: Cross Keys u Dun- 
uanc Glynneam v Trimaran droop C 
Bridgend v Treorcty: Talywaln v Nancymcti 
Group ty. BeddauvWhitland: Ponrypool 
v Rhigos. Group E: Benygraig v Rhymney: 
Wrexham v Neath. Grobp tt Monmouth 
v Llanhilleth: Ystradgynlais v vardre. 
Group G: Uannaran v Newport. Rista v 
Swansea. Group h- heol-v-Cyw v Tondu: 


Hirwaun v Kidwelly. Group I: Cwmavon 
v Bed was; Narberth v Caerphilly. Group 
J: Aber cwmbcv v Maesteg: Betws v Black- 
wood. Group K: Biaengarw v Vnysybwl. 
Ponryclun v Llanelli (2 01 Group La 
Cardiff v Llandovery. Fencoed v AOerndery. 
Group M: Cwmllynfell v Taffs Well: Pon- 
typridd v Aberavon. Group N: BuU* Vkslis 
v Rumney: Tredegar v Merthyr. Group O: 
Aberavon v Carmarthen Ouins: Vstrad 
Rhondda v South Wales Police. Group P: 
Bonymaen v New bodge; Oakdale vUWiC 
(Cardiff Inst). 

TEN KENT'S VELVET PREMIERSHIP 
FIRST DIVISION 

Boroughmuir v Glasgow Hawks (2.0) 

Hawick v Jed-Forest 12.0) 

Henou F.P v Wficsonlans (2.0) 

SdiNng County v Currie (3.0i 

West of Scotland v Melrose |2.0I 

Second Dliristou: Aberdeen GSFP v Ed- 
inburgh Acads (2.0); Biggar v Dundee HSFP 

(2.0) : Gala v Seikirk (5 .0); Kei» v Kil- 
marnock (2.0); Musselburgh v Kirkcaldy 

(2.0) . Third DMston: Ayr v Presccn Lodge 
(2.0J: East Kilbride v Peebles (2.0): Glen- 
rothes v Gordonians (2.0): Grangemouth 
v Glasgow Southern (2.0); Stewarts Mel 
F.P v Berwick (2.0) 

A I B LEAGUE Hrst Dlidstou: Ballymena 
vSt Marys; Blackrock College v Shannon; 
Buccaneers v Terenure: Garryowen v Gal- 
wegians; Lansdowne v Oontarf: Young 
Munster v Cork Constitution. Second Di- 
vision: Ballyruhlnch v Derry; Becihre 
Wanderers: Dolphin v OW 


Rangers v 

Wesley: Dungannon v Ponadown: Old 
revMalone. 


Belvedere » 


Skemes v Greystones. 


HOCKEY 

PREMIER HOLIDAYS EAST PREMIER: 

Bishop’s Scortford v Colchester. 

SOUTH PREMIER: Beckenham v Purley 
Wakounralns; Wokingham v Cry of 
Portsmouth. 

DTZ MIDLAND INDOOR CHAMPI- 
ONSHIP: (9.30-6.0) (of Cocks Moors 
Woods LC. Btrmmgiiam)’, (9 30-6.0) (of 
Pcrahwcii LC Worcester). 

PREMIER HOLIDAYS EAST INDOOR 
SUPER LEAGUE: (12.30-6 0) (orAKfen- 
nom Sc/wof). 

BASKETBALL 

BUDWEXSER LEAGUE: London tovrers 
v Manchester G«ncs (7.0). 

UNI-BALL TROPHY Pool stages: Leices- 
ter Riders v Milton Keynes Lions (7.30). 

ICE HOCKEY 
SENDMJA SUPERLEAGUE: Newcastle 
Riverkmgs v Sheffield Steeds (6-30); 
Cardiff Devils v Ayr Scotdsh Eagles (7-0). 


BRITISH NATIONAL LEAGUE GHREST- 
MAS CUP: Fife Flyers v Edinburgh Capi- 
tals [7.0i: Paisley Pirates v Penn (7.0). 
Slough Jets v Chelmsford Chieftains 1630); 
tolford Tigers v Peterborough Pirates 
(7 30); Milton Keynes v Kingston (7.0). 

OTHER SPORTS 

ATHLETICS: Reebc* Cumbernauld Goss- 
Country. 

BOXING: World Bor mg Organisation in- 
tercontinental super-featherweight title- 
Gary Thomluil iLiverpcol] v Sieve Conway 
(Yorkshire I (of Ever ton Park Sports Cen- 
tre. Liverpool). 

EQUESTRIAN ISM: International Snow 
Jumping Championships (or Olympia. 
Kensington. London |. 

SNOOKER: Irish Open (at National Bas- 
ketball Arena. Dublin). 

SWIMMING: British Winter Champi- 
onships (of Glasgow], 

TOMORROW 

FOOTBALL 

FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP 

Arsenal u Leeds Utd (4.0) 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

Sheffield Uto <i Ipswich (1.0) 

SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 

Kilmarnock v Dundee Utd (6.05) 

HASS* LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE OF 
IRELAND Premier Dhridon: Bray (ten- 
derers v Bohemians (3. 1 51: Cork Gty v Uni- 
versity College Dublin (2.01: Derry City v 
Dundalk (3 15) 

UNIBOND LEAGUE First Division: 

Wlrron Albion v Helper (3.01. 

RUGBY LEAGUE 
SILK CUT CHALLENGE CUP Second 
round: !teth Brow v London Skolara (1 JO). 

RUGBY UNION 

3.0 unless stated 

ALLIED DUNBAR 
PREMIERSHIP ONE 

Newcastle v Sale — 


West Hartlepool v Northampton 

PREMIERSHIP THIOt Coventry v Mose- 
ley. Leeds v Wakefield (2.301. 

. ANGLO-WELSH FRIENDLIES 

Bedford v Swansea 

wasps v Cardiff 

A1B LEAGUE Second DMStotu Sunday's 
Weil v Old Crescent (2 30). UCC v DLSP 
(2.30). 


HOCKEY 

DTZ MIDLAND INDOOR CHAMPI- 
ONSHIP Floats: (10.0-3 *5| (or Cocks 
Moors Woods LC. Birmingham] 
PREMIER HOLIDAYS EAST INDOOR 
SUPER LEAGUE: (10 0-6. 1 (or Akton- 
Itam School). 

SOUTH INDOOR CLUB CHAMPI- 
ONSHIP: ( 10 *5-6 0| (or Epsom College) 

BASKETBALL 
BUDMTEtSER LEAGUE: Birmingham v 
WofTtrirg (6 0): Etfinburgh v Leicester (5.0). 
CLASSIC COLA NATIONAL CUP Semi- 
finals: Greater London v Newcastle 
(12 30J; Thames Valley v Sheffield (2.A5). 

ICE HOCKEY 
SEKONDA SUPERLEAGUE: London 
Knights v Ayr Scorosh Eagles (6.0) 
BRITISH NATIONAL LEAGUE CHRIST- 
MAS CUP: Edinburgh Capitals v Paisley 
Pirates (6.30): Gulldfoid Flames v Bas- 
tngsroke Bbcn (6 01: Petertaxough Pirates 
v TelFort Tigers (6.15): Perth v Fife Fly- 
ers (5 30). Solihull v Kingston (7.Qj. 

OTHER SPORTS 

EQUESTRIANISM: International Show 
Jumping Championships (or Olympia. 
Kensington. London). 

SNOOKER: Irish Open (or National Bas- 
ketball Arena. Dublin). 

SWIMMING: British Winter Champi- 
onships (or GlasgoeA 


TRANSFERS 


FULL TRANSFERS 

Five or undisclosed fee unless stated 
Ketch Glttesp te (forward) Newcastle Utd 
ra Blackburn Revert (£2. 35m). Nell Mc- 
Cain (forward) Hears to Rangers (£1 6m); 
John Alois! (forward) Portsmouth to 
Coventry (£650.000): Steve Tweed (de- 
fender) Stoke to Dundee |£1 50.000). Ally 


LOANS/TRIALS 

Pant Hughes (midfielder) Chelsea ft 
Stockport (loan), Eric WynaJda (forward 
San lose dash to Charlton (mat): JonaUu 
Johansson (forward) Ranger* to Derbi 
County (trial): Julian Watts (defender 1 
Bristol dry to Lincoln (loan); Patrick Col 
leter (defender) Marseilles to Southamp 
ton (trial) 
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Premiership: Leeds manager putting predecessor’s lessons to good use while stamping own 


mark on Elland Road 


O’Leary dips into fountain of youth 


by Clive white 


HE MAY be the founding father of the 
Arsenal back four, a sort of Tony 
Adams prototype, if you like, and he 
may in his own words, want to be 
“just like George Graham", but the 
Irish in David O'Leary; whether he 
likes it or not has invested in him a 
free spirit As a consequence, the 
new Leeds manager is very much 
his own man. 

Xt is fair to say that few of those 
six or seven players under the age 
of 21 who will take the field at High- 
bury tomorrow would have been 
among the visitors' selection had 
Graham still been in charge, par- 
ticularly as it wifi be no place for in- 
nocents, not after the champions 
have been written off by their own 
coach, Arsene Wenger, in the wake 
of last Sunday's startling 3-2 defeat 
at Villa Park. 

But O'Leary has little alternative 
but to keep giving youth its chance, 
and besides, it is what he believes 
in. As someone who was introduced 
into the Arsenal first team 23 years 
ago as a 17-year-old, it would be hyp- 
ocritical to be otherwise. Not that his 
philosophy went down too well with 
the Leeds board when he was ap- 
pointed last month. “I think some of 
them pooed themselves when I told 
them what I wanted to do." he said. 

It had been a constant battle 
with his mentor to persuade him to 
play the kids, the precocious Harry 
Kewell apart Eighteen-year-old 
Jonathan Wbodgate, a centre-back 
in his new manager's own image, 
was only risked in a friendly in Ire- 
land during an eariy-season break 
on the understanding from Gra- 
ham that ‘if it goes well m take the 
credit but if it goes badly I'm blam- 
ing you." As it turned out it went well 
but Wbodgate still did not get his 
chance in the League side until 
O'Leary took over. 

“That's the great thing about 
being manager - you get to pick the 
team," he said with boyish enthusi- 
asm. “Fbr the two years Td been 
training the youngsters I'd been 
telling myself, if I ever get the 
chance Tm going to put them in’. They 
may think I'm a young idiot of a man- 
ager but I might as well succeed or 
foil doing it the way I want to." 

O’Leary, though, was less than 
positive when it came to wanting the 
job of Leeds manager. On the con- 
trary, he said he did not want it “I 
didn't think the people here would 
want a No 2. 1 was shocked when I 
discovered that the fens did. I knew 
the players did but that worried me. 
I've been in dressing-rooms before 
where players wanted managers 
for the wrong reasons. 

“I didn’t agree with the dub and 
the three weeks they spent pid- 
dling around with Martin O’Neill It 
should have ail been dedded in a 
week. But when they eventually of- 
fered it to me, I couldn’t take it just 
tike that I had to consider one or two 
things. I haven’t been offered a pot 
of gold here. I haven’t even been told 
how much I’ve got to spend. But I 
do know if we’re going to get this dub 
back challenging for honours we've 
got to buy a lot more quality players. 

“The youngsters are peaking now 
but they’ll get tired when it matters, 
sadly, when the final push comes for 
a European place,” said tbe voice of 
experience. “They always do. The 
body at that age finally has enough 
and doses down. But next year 
they’ll be stronger for it" 

After the success he has had 
since taking over from Graham, it 
would seem strange to hear O’Leary 
say; “I wish he was still here, it would 
have been a pleasure working for 
him for the next three or four years." 
They may not have always seen eye- 
to-eye tactically or about the de- 



David O'Leary, installed in the manager's seat at Elland Road, at work in his office and (below) doling his playing days with Arsenal, who play host to Leeds tomorrow Simon WHkinson 


ployment of youth but O’Leary has 
the utmost respect for the man who 
has been his boss, both as a player 
and as an assistant manger 
“People say I should have gone 
somewhere like Cambridge and 
learned my trade but, with all due 
respect to those people. I'd like to 
know what I would have learned 
down there,’’ he said. “At Leeds I was 
under a fella who is the best - al- 
though I’ve got great admiration for 
Alex Ferguson, George was my 
mentor I couldn’t have had a better 
teacher. Under him I learned about 
discipline and about tactics and 
coaching, and I learned that I want 
to be like him, not to be a manger 


Having spent five months living to- 
gether in a hotel In Yorkshire, 
O'Leary got to know the former Ar- 
senal manager probably better than 
most of his No 2s have, not that he 
believes it has afforded him any spe- 
cial privileges; “Fbr all us being 
great friends, I know if he could buy 
some of my players he flaming well 
would," he said. “I could be out with 
George having a good night but if he 
could stitch me up by seffing me a dud 
he’d do it That’s what makes people 
like him and Ferguson winners. If 
anything gets in their way too bad." 

Yet O'Leary was not afraid to 
stand up to him, once taking an extra 
week’s holiday after the 1990 World 


“But it’s taught me to be strong 
with players, you cannot afford to let 
them get away with an inch in the 
present financial dimate. With the 
money players earn nowadays fin- 
ing them is a waste of time. You've 
got to earn their respect otherwise 
you can end up losing your job. It 
only takes a couple of bad eggs to 
ruin a dub ” 

If that makes O’Leary sound like 
a poacher-turned-gamekeepei; one 
should point out that he went into bat 
for Jimmy Flqyd Hasselbaink when 
the Dutchman asked Graham for 
extra time off after the World Cup fi- 
nals last summer-and this time got 
it - and was instrumental in per- 


‘Under George Graham I learned about discipline and about tactics and 
coaching, and I learned that I want to be like him 1 


who brings someone else in to 
coach. Like George I do the lot, I’ve 
seen Bertie Mee’s administration 
and Don Howe’s coaching and I want 
to be both of them together, because 
I think that’s what George was. 

“He was down in London a lot so 
I was left in charge. He would let me 
do most things - although he wouldn't 
let rrte sign anybocfy- but the feet that 
he gave me so much responsibility 
meant he respected me. I learned a 
lot and because I was coaching the 
players I knew exactly who I want- 
ed in and who I wanted out." 


Cup - against Graham's wishes. 
“He was a silly sod and he knows it 
Td played in 53 out of Arsenal’s 57 
games the previous season and was 
one of the fittest players in the dub 
but he refused me. He told me: ‘It’s 
not my problem you’ve been running 
around Italy all summer’ When I 
dkirft return on time be fined me two 
weeks’ wages and banished me to 
the reserves for three months. Td be 
on the bench and the fans would be 
shouting for me and I could see 
George thinking, ‘wefl, he's not com- 
ing back until I say so’. 


suading Lucas Radebe, whom Gra- 
ham hungered after, and Nigel 
Martyn to sign new contracts. “If I'd 
left I don’t think Lucas would have 
stayed, no matter who came in, but 
I had him here," he said pointing to 
his pocket 

He has also begun to bring out the 
best in arguably the most exciting 
but hitherto most disappointing of all 
his youngsters, Lee Bowyec Tbe ex- 
pectation of being the country’s 
most expensive teenager, when he 
arrived at Elland Road from Charl- 
ton two years ago for £2.6m was a 


burden in itself, without being 
weighed down by the deadweights 
around the dub at the time, such as 
Tbny Yeboah and Tomas Brolin. 

“It was the wrong dub for him at 
that time," said O’Leary. “He need- 
ed to go to a better squad to improve. 
It reminded me of when Charlie 
Nicholas came down to ArsenaL He 
was supposed to be the icing on the 
cake but he was nowhere near the 
finished product He should have 
gone to Liverpool and joined a top 
squad, it might have been the mak- 
ing of him. 

“Bowyer should have been used 
like [Nicolas] Anelka was by Arse- 
nal last season, putting him in, tak- 
ing him out, learning his trade. But 
I'm starting to win the battle with 
Bowyer now, got him doing weights 
and he's building himself up. Pve told 
him he's going to have to come and 
live with me if he doesn’t conduct 
himself right and live right” 

Fbr some 20 years as a playeg 
O'Leary was the model profession- 
al The mqorily d those years were 
spent at Arsenal where he seemed 
as much a part of the furniture as 
the marble halls themselves. Yet the 
dub does not seem as deeply in- 
grained upon his heart as it was with 
the sadly disgraced Graham, who, it 
seemed, could not get back to that 
corner of north London fest enough. 

“It's a different club now" O’Leary 
said “I’ve had my day there and now 
I'm totally immersed in everything 
Yorkshire" 



Graham’s credentials test 


BY THE TIME David O’Leary 
returns to Highbury for the 
first time as a manager with his 
in-form Leeds team tomorrow. 
Arsenal's players wfil hope to 
have recaptured some of the 
form and fitness that carried 
them to fever pitch and beyond 
last season. But before George 
Graham's last two teams meet 
the spotlight in the capital turns 
towards his present one, Tot- 
tenham, who play Chelsea at 
Stamford Bridge today in a fix- 
ture that should mean more 
than just local politics. 

George Graham's Totten- 
ham may still sound as incon- 
gruous to Londoners as 
Wimbledon Fbotbafl Club but 
to no one's great surprise, the 
erstwhile Arsenal autocrat is 
beginning to steer their great 
rivals away from trouble. With 
every game that passes, Gra- 
ham's credentials take on a 
more Ifljywhite hue as the High- 
bury red pales. 

This afternoon he is back at 
another of his old clubs, and al- 
though Spurs wfll be keen to 
record their first Premiership 
victory over Chelsea at the 
13th attempt, simply avoiding 
defeat will represent another 
significant step in the rehabil- 
itation process. 


BY ADAM SZRETER 


Chelsea, of course, have 
grander designs following the 
defeat of leaders Aston VQla and 
the impressive showing at Old 
TTafibnL Gianluca Vialli’s team 
has not lost in the Premiership 
since the opening day of the 
season, against Coventry and if 
Gianfranco Zola's modesty 
would permit him he would tell 
you that was the only League 
game he ha s not started. Zola’s 
form, like his haircut is back to 
its very best after the distinct- 
ly dodgy spell last season that 
cost him his place in the World 
Cup, and his equalising goal on 
Wednesday night bore all the 
hallmarks of a former Foot- 
baller of the Year. 

Manchester United, like 
Chelsea, are in the middle of a 
tough programme and today's 
visit of fifth-placed Middles- 
brough is probably not what 
Alex Fterguson needs right now. 
Paul Gascoigne's suspension 
ensures that the mutual-admi- 
ration society of Manchester 
United past and present will 
take centre-stage with Gary 
Pallister, the most medalled of 
all United players, guaranteed 
a warm welcome on his return. 

Going back to Old Tbafford 


may be nothing new to Bryan 
Robson but taking such a for- 
midable-looking Middles- 
brough team with him certainly 
is, and Fbrguson will be ex- 
pecting no favours from a man- 
ager who is still favourite to take 
over from him at Old Trafford 
when he finally mHs it a day. 

If Robson has a serious rival 
in that race it could be Brian 
Kidd, for whom the reality of life 
at the bottom should make its 
mark today at Nottingham {for- 
est - ff rt has iwt already. Kidd's 
Blackburn and Forest are 
among a group of five dubs be- 
ginning to lose touch with the 
Premiership pack, so today 
would not be a good time for 
Blackburn to concede their first 
goal under their new manager; 
who will have Brian McClair by 
his side for the first time. 

Whatever the outcome at 
the City Ground, the eyes of all 
concerned win be on the results 
from Hsghfield Road and the 
Dell, where supporters of 
Coventry and Southampton are 
already bracing themselves for 
a return to the relegation front- 
line after one season of mid- 
table respite. While Coventry 
will be optimistic about tbe 
visit of inconsistent Derby 
County, Dave Jones will doubt- 


less be dreading the effect that 
Wimbledon might have on the 
morale of fragile Southampton. 

Jones and all the managers 
at toe bottom wifi be dinging to 
the belief that, usually, at least 
one club in trouble half-way 
through the season puts on a 
spurt after Christmas, and 
those in the next tier will be only 
too conscious that the reverse 
can also apply. What price Liv- 
erpool to slide all the way? 
Sheffield Wednesday one defeat 
in eight games, should provide 
a reaso n able gauge of the Reds’ 
progress under Gerard Houlli- 
er at Anfield this afternoon, 
where the Koppites will scru- 
tinise the attitude of their play- 
ers as much as willing them to 
win after three defeats In a row. 

Newcastle and Leicester are 
permanently stationed at the 
crossroads these days, albeit 
under managers who have 
proved themselves in the Pre- 
miership. They meet at St 
James’ Park, where the locals 
are stiff waiting for a glimpse of 
the new Alan Shearer-Duncan 
Ferguson goal machine they 
were promised; and Everton 
visit West Ham, where David 
Unsworth seems sure to come 
in for a good-humoured. East 
Find character assassination. 
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MATCH OF THE WEEKEND 


*$ 



Chelsea v Tottenham 


Last season: 2-1 



IN A POSSIBLE case of reverse psychology, 
the Tottenham Hotspur manager. George 
Graham, was tipping Chelsea to win the 
League yesterday. 

“I believe it could be their year because 
Cheisea have the depth and strength in their 
squad to keep them right up there with the 
Manchester Uni teds and the Arsenals," 
Graham said. “And the difference with them 
this season is that they are much more con- 
sistent, picking up points from games which 
last season they would have lost'' 

And though he fears for the future of home- 
grown players amid the mass importation of 
overseas talent, he said he would happily 
adopt Gianluca ViaDi's foreign policy' if it meant 
turning Tottenham into title contenders. 


by Chris Maume 


“The possible long-term effects on young 
English players trying to break through are 
obvious but, as a manager, you can only do 
one thing at a time," he said. 

“And the first is to make sure your dub 
is successful. Chelsea have got it right now. 
I'd love to do the same at Tottenham with 
all British players but if it means getting the 
quality I want then 1 wouldn't hesitate to buy 
abroad. Don't be surprised if we make some 
signings before long. Some people are say- 
ing that because we've done well in terms 
of recent results that I won't get the cheque- 
book out but that's not true. 

Dennis Wise misses out for Chelsea as he 


begins his latest suspension, but the Blues are 
able to welcome back centre-backs Marcel De- 
saiilv and Franck Leboeuf. DesaUJy has re- 
covered from the knee injury which kept him 
out of the midweek draw at Manchester 
United, while Leboeuf is available again after 
missing that game due to a one-match ban. 

Full-back Graeme Le Saux is also ex- 
pected to be fit after being taken off with a 
knock at Old Trafford on Wednesday, while 
midfielder Roberto Di Matteo could play 
against Spurs with a brace protecting his in- 
jured hand 

Justin Edinburgh returns to the Totten- 
ham squad three weeks after a knee oper- 
ation as Graham's squad chase their first 
Premiership away win under his manage- 


ment. RU1- back Edinburgh, who had surgery 
to remove some flaking bone inside the knee, 
could replace winger .Andy Sin ton who has 
deputised in defence in the Last four games 
but collected a a shin injury against Man- 
chester United last Saturday. 

Centre- backs John Scales and Ramon 
Vega are still missing through injuries and 
ld-year-old Luke Young looks set to play his 
fifth senior game in a row. 

CHELSEA (from'; De Goey HicciKOCk, marine. Leboeuf. 
Bdtrayaro. Dmo-IW Le Sou*. Ferrer. Myers. Duberry. Lam- 
bcurdr. Terry. Rerresai. Di Marree. Poyer. Gofdbaek. Nicholls. 
Morris. Vo III, Zola. Flo. 

TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR ('ran]: Walker. Cat r. CUderwoed. 
Young, Campbell. Edinburgh. Smrcn. Wi'son. Fox. Nielsen. 
Ariderton. Gmolo. FerS'iwnd. Armstrong. Allen. Clemence. 
Dominguez. Biardser> (gk). 

Suspensions: Qielsea: Wioe 
Referee - G Poll. 
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Coventry v 
Derby County 

Last season: 1-0 


COVENTRY'S NEW £650,000 signing from Portsmouth, John 
Alois!, is expected to be among the substitutes for today's game 
vagainst Derby at Highfield Road. Aloisi completed his move 
Jno the Sky Blues on Thursday, but despite his new side's ur- 
gent need for a goalscorec it looks as though he will have to 
wait for his first start Darren Huckerby returns from suspension 
to play alongside Noel Whelan up front, while Paul Telfer is 
also back after a one-match ban. 

Derby are hoping that their Italian midfielder Stefano Eranio 
will win his race to be fit for the match. The former Milan play- 
er has been a victim of the flu bug currently sweeping the coun- 
try. but be is expected to start providing he has recovered in 
time. County’s German defender, Stefan Schnoon is looking 
doubtful with an ankle iqjury, but there is some good news for 
the Rams manager Jim Smith, as his midfielder Lee Carsley 
is available again after serving a one-match suspension. The 
captain, Igor Stimac, is still in Croatia, in an effort to speed- 
up his recovery from an ankle problem. 

COVarTRV arr. (from); Hedmon. Nilsson. Shaw. Wiliams. Edworaiy infer. McAHrsipt 
Boaieng, FroggKC. Huckerby. Whelan. Aloisi, Jackson. Breen. Burrows. Daisti. Soltvedt. 
Shilton. Ogrfcovic. 

DERBY COUNTY (from); Poom, Prior, Carbonari. Laursen. Delap. Bohinen. 
Eranio. FowefL Oorigo. Baiano. Wanchope. Scurndge. Hoult. Carsley: Harper. Elliott. 
Schnoor. 

UKpcastoas: None. 
i jCferee. U Rennie. 


Liverpool v 
Sheff Wed 

Last season: 2-1 


LIVERPOOL WILL be looking for only their third home win in the 
Premiership since early September when they face Sheffield 
Wednesday this afternoon. Since beating Coventry at Anfieid on 
9 September; they have have won only four of 1 1 home games in 
all competitions, leaving them with their worst overall record for 
44 years. Manager GeardHouIIier has the ks^-term injury prob- 
lems of Steve McManaroan, CtyvmdfLeonbardsen,Sean Dundee 
.qM Hob Jones to contend with and is unlikety to have many al- 
ttfnatives to the side that lost 1-0 at Wimbledon last Sunday. 

Attempts to sign the veteran German defender Thomas 
Hehner have broken down due to contractual problems, and 
HouQier is still considering a move for Cameroon defender 
Rigobert Song; who has been training at the dub this week. 

Sheffield Wednesday manager Danny Wilson looks set to 
name an unchanged Kne-up as his side seek their third straight 
win. Wilson has no fresh injury worries following the Owls’ vic- 
tory at home to Charlton last week, so the same starting XI 
are likely to keep their places for the sixth consecutive game. 

UVBtPOOL (from): James. Can-ague r. Babb. Staunton. Heggem. I nee, Redknapp. 
Berger. Bjomebpe. Owen. Fowler. Rledie. HorKness. McAreeTmedel. Kvarroe. Gar- 
rard. Maneo. 


And statistics 







SHE|QEU> WEDNESDAY Urom): SmlceK, Albencn. Jonk. Walker. Carbone. Booth. 
- - --rjpnettl. Cdbian. Humphreys. Briscoe. Oakes. HlnchcJlf fe. SedlosM, Emerson. 
nMSBWn. RucS, Alexanders son. Sonner. 

SospMstoas: None. 

Referee: A Wilkie. 


Manchester Utd v 
Middlebrough 

Last season: No fixture 


DWIGHT YORKE looks certain to miss the visa of Middlesbrough 
to Old Trafford after aggravating a groin strain during 
Wednesday’s draw with Chelsea. United's leading scorer - the 
Trinidadian has scared seven goals in the Premiership and 
12 overall - sat out last Saturday’s game at Tottenham, made 
the starting line-up in midweek only for the problem to flare 
up again. He will have intensive treatment up to kick-off but 
Ferguson is not ready to risk him with the busy Christ- 
inas programme coming up. 

The United manager has a striking dilemma up front, with 
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer also having treatment on an ankle in- 
jury after being left out of the squad on Wednesday. Ferguson 
could be forced into using last season’s strike force of Teddy 
Sheringham and Andy Cole. 

Middlesbrough, for whom Gary Pallister makes what is like- 
ly to be an emotional return to Old Trafford, are waiting for 
fitness tests on Gianluca Ffesta, Curtis Fleming, PhD Stamp. 
Mark Summe rbeD and Brian Deane. 

MANOIE5TB{ UNI I LO (from): Schmeichel. Brown. Siam. G Neville. Irwin, Beck- 
ham. Keane, Scholes. Giggs. Cole. Solskjaer. Sheringham, Blomqvfer. Bute. 
John sen, P Neville. Greening. Van der Gouw. 

MIDDLESBROUGH (from): Schwarzer. Roberts. Fleming. Gordon. Stock dale, RaJ- 
nuer. Cooper. VIeJoers. Festa. Mustoe. Townsend. Summerbeii. Richard. Deane, Beck. 
Blackmore. Kinder. Harrison. 

Suspensions: None. 

Referee: N Barry. 

I ■% Newcastle v 0S$k 
Leicester 

" Last season; 3-3 

AFTER A dour goalless draw at Blackburn Rovers last week, 
Newcastle United manager Ruud Gullit has to wait to discov- 
er if he can field his new-Iook £23m strike force for the first time, 
against Leicester City this afternoon. England captain Alan 
Shearer will undergo a late fitness test on (he hamstring in- 
juiy that has kept him out of the last four games, while a last* 
minute derision will be taken on his partner Duncan Ibrguson, 
who has missed training all week with flu. Club captain Rob 
Lee is back from suspension and goalkeeper Shay Given ap- 
pears to have recovered from a shoulder problem. 

Ttony Cottee could be in line for a surprise return for Leices- 
ter, who have won only once in their last 17 visits to St James’ 
Park, but who moved into the top half of the table with their 
victory over Nottingham Forest last Saturday. The veteran strik- 
er has been out for four weeks with a thigh strain but is in con- 
tention for a place today. Steve Walsh is doubtftd with the flu, 
but Frank Sinclair returns from suspension. Matt Elliott could 
return to central defence. 

NEWCASTLE UNITED (from): 

Dabuas, Lee. Speed. Glass. Solano. Hamann. Shearer, Ferguson. Aiidersson. mb- 

LBHaCTER'CTYTfiPmf:' 1 Keihir. Arphoad. Guppy. Wblsh. Taggavr. 
^BneTLSinofl. Rarker. ttzet. ZagoraWs. Kajmar*. Impey. Savage. Hcskey. Cor- 
•V.„ raison. Fenton. 

Suspensions: None. 

Referee: J Winter. 


Why football’s bench mark is changing 


It's over 30 years since Keirh Peacock became the First 
Football League substitute for Charlton against Bolton on 
21 Augusr 1966 Since then the business of substitutes has 
grown beyond expectation and sc- far this season only 20 
starting line-ups have completed games intact. On 107 
occasions all three substitutes have been used by the end 
of the 90 minutes. 


Number of 
substitutes used 


1998-99 Premiership 
games played 

20 

74 

138 

107 


Super-subs - the top Flight's most used 
bench men... 

Steve Jones (Charlton) 1 5 

James Beattie (Southampton) 10 

Danny Cadamarteri (Everron) 10 

Tor Andre Flo (Chelsea) 1 0 

Dougie Freedman (Nottingham Forest) 9 

Phil Stamp (Middlesbrough) 8 

Stuart Wilson (Leicester) 8 

... and those who are replaced most often 

Gianfranco Zola (Chelsea) 10 

Theo Zagorakis (Leicester) 9 

Eyal Berkovic (West Ham) 8 

Pierluigi Casirahgi (Chelsea) 7 

Jean Claude Darcheville (Nottingham Forest) 7 
Paul Gascoigne (Middlesbrough) 7 

Marcus Gayle (Wimbledon) 7 

Carl Leabum (Wimbledon) 7 

Hamilton Ricard (Middlesbrough) 7 

Clyde Wljnhard (Leeds) 7 

As much as foreign players have been welcomed 
into Premiership football they are often the 
players called out of the action early. 


The goalkeeping Cinderdlas 

Five men who have spent all 
season on the bench with no 
chance to get to the ball 

Matthew Clarke (Sheffield 
Wednesday) 

Mark Crossley (Nottingham Forest) 
Paul Heald (Wimbledon) 
Kevin.Hitchcock(Chelsea) 

Steve OgrfzovIc(Covenrry) 

NB: Pegguy Arphexad did get to 
the ball when he was a 61st 
minute substitute for Kasey Keller 
in Leicester's first match of the 
season but has been firmly on the 
bench for the 1 6 games since then. 


Currently it's Charlton - along with Chelsea. Man Utd and 
Newcastle - that have the busiest benches. Alex Ferguson has 
used all three substitutes in as many as 11 of United's games. 
Harry Redknapp at West Ham in contrast has only used his full 
quota once - in the only goal victory over Southampton at Upton 
Park. 

When <c comes to che individual substitutes Steve Jones, 
suitably of Charlton, played his first full Premiership game at 
Hillsborough last Saturday. His previous 1 5 appearances this 
season - he was unavailable for the game with Chelsea - had all 
been as substitute. Unfortunately for Steve his full appearance 
was not enough to halt the Addicks' recent winless run and they 

Premiership 1998-99 

Clubs' use of substitutes 

Total number Times 
used so far (of all 3 
maximum 51) subs 

Man Utd 42 1 1 

Newcastle 41 9 

Charlton 40 7 

Chelsea 39 8 

Charlton's Steve 38 6 

Jones, the Noctm Forest 38 8 

Premiership’s Wimbledon 38 7 

most used sub Southampcon 36 6 

Leicester 33 6 

^ Arsenal 31 6 

Middlesbrough 3 

Tottenham 30 4 

Aston Villa 29 4 

' Sheff Wed 29 3 

West Ham 25 1 


’*1 
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Bench-sore 

With nominated Premiership sides up to 16 people, more 
and more players have to wait patiently on their reams' 
benches. Some spend more time there than others. 

Premiership clubs' players-in waiting (outfielders) 

Players at each club that have spent most matches on . 
che bench inactive (appearances in ocher games) f 




11 Games 

10 Games 

9 Games 
8 Games 


7 Games 


5 Games 


4 Games 


Leeds' David Wetherall (6) 

Leicester's Garry Parker (5) 

Aston Villa’s Simon Grayson (7) 
Liverpool's Bjorn Tore Kvarme (2) 
Wimbledon's Mark Kennedy (7) 
Blackburn's Gary Croft (4) 

. Coventry's Trond Egil 5oltvedc (9) 
Middlesbrough's Clayton Blackmore (O) 
Arsenal's Gilles Grimandi (3) 

Charlton's Steve Brown (6) 

Man Ucd's Henning Berg (7) i 

Notcm Forest's Christian Edwards (1) a 
Newcastle's Warren Barton (10) 1 

Sheff Wed's Jim Magilron (6) 

West Ham's Marc Keller (10) 

West Ham's Samassi Abou (2) % 

Chelsea’s Bernard Lambourde (6) J 

Chelsea's Eddie Newton (J) | 

Derby's Steve Elliott (6) 

Everton's Gareth Farrelly (1) 

Tottenham' 5 Stephen 
Clemence (11) 

Southampton's Richard Dryden (4) 


There have been 34 goals 
by subs this season, or one 
goal every 1 2 substitutions. 

Best substitute net 
returns 

Goals 

scored 

by 

subs 

Middlesbrough 4 

Chelsea 3 

Leeds 3 

Man Utd 3 

Newcastle 3 

Tottenham 3 


... and the super duper subs in the making 

Players who have scored as a sub more than once 
3 goals as a sub Tore Andre Flo (Chelsea) 

2 goals as a sub Jordi Cruyff (Man Utd) 

Alan Smith (Leeds) 

Steffen Iversen (Tottenham) 
Efan Ekoku (Wimbledon) 


Statistics: Brian Sears /Nick Harris 


TOMORROW'S GAME (4.0) 


Arsenal v Leeds 

Last season; 2-1 



ARSENALS ENGLAND goalkeeper David 
Seaman is almost certain to miss tomor- 
row’s Premiership visit of Leeds United to 
Highbury after damaging a shoulder lig- 
ament in training. 

The newsisablow for the Premiership 
champions, whose manager, Arsene 
Wenger; was confident their injury crisis 
had eased considerably with the return of 
French midfield pair Emmanuel Petit and 
Patrick Vieira. Both are fit to face Leeds 
after their crucial partnership was broken 
a month ago, when Vieira sustained a ham- 
string injury against Wimbledon and Petit 
suffered a torn stomach muscle. 


Vieira made his comeback against 
Aston Villa last Sunday and now Petit re- 
turns as well after missing five games. 

The Austrian Under-2i international 
Alex Manning er stands by to replace Sea- 
man in only his third game this season. But 
Tbny Adams (back), Ray Parlour (knee), 
Nigel Winterburn (hamstring) and Stephen 
Hughes (hip) are still out, so the Argen- 
tinian defender Nelson Vivas Is set to con- 
tinue at left back. 

Leeds have injury worries of their own, 
with their captain, Lucas Radebe, and new 
signing David Batty both rated “very 
doubtful" for tomorrow’s match. 


Radebe twisted his right knee in the 2-0 
home win over Coventry on Monday, only 
his second game back following a five- 
week lay-off after damaging ligaments in 
the same knee, while Batty, on his second 
debut for Leeds, sustained bruised ribs 
in the same match. Alfie Ha aland, who is 
available again after suspension, stands 
by to deputise. 

ARSENAL (from): Manninger. Dixon. Keown. Bould. 
Vivas. LiunftljtfS. Petit. VWra. Overmars, Bwgfcarop. Anel- 
kd. Wreh. Upson. Grimandi, Boa Morte, Taylor. 

LEEDS UNITED (from). Martyn, Haafand. Radebe. 
Wecnerall. Wljnhard. Hassdbainh. Ribdro. Bowyer. Hop- 
kK Grarwilie. Halle. Kewefl. Harts. Baoy Woodgate. Me*- 
naar. McPftall, Smith. Robinson. 

■S t u p e nito ns: None. 

Referee: P Durkin, 



Nottingham Forest 
v Blackburn 

Last season: No fixture 


THE NOTTINGHAM Fbrest manager; Dave Bassett, is poised 
to spring a defensive surprise for the visit of fellow stragglers 
Blackburn. Bassett is toying with the idea of deploying a cen- 
tral defender, Jon Olav Hjelde, at right-back as he is keen to 
revert to a 4-4-2 formation, but has been unhappy with the per- 
formances of Thierry Bo na lair in that position. And with trans- 
fer-listed Des Lyttfe on loan at Port Vale, he is set to turn to 
Hjelde - even though he has never played at full-back for For- 
est Meanwhile, the forward Dougie Freedman is expected to 
return to the front line at the expense of Marlon Harewood. 

Rovers, seeking to sustain their encouraging start under new 
manager Brian Kidd, include their £2.35m signing Keith Gille- 
spie in the squad travelling to the City Ground, and could also 
have Chris Sutton returning to action after a six-week lay-off 
through suspension and injury. Kevin Gallacher will again be 
missing, however Centre-back Darren Ffcacock is available again 
after recovering from a broken toe and goalkeeper John Fiian, 
who has been suffering from concussion, faces a late fitness test 

NOTTINGHAM FOREST (from): Beasanr, Hjelde. Bonalalr. Rogers. CnetLe. 
WLattsson. Armstrong, Gemmill. Stone, Johnson. Quashte. Ban -Williams. Van Hooi- 
jdonk Freedman. Harewood. Shipper ley. Gray. Darcheville. Crossley. 

BLACKBURN ROVERS (from): Ferris. Kenna. Hendicz. Dalfly. Davidson. Johnson. 
Sherwood. Melon lay. Wilco. Dames. Blake. Duff. Broomes. Marcolm. Croft. Williams. 
Gillespie. Peacock, Ran. Sutron. 

Suspensions: Norte 
Referee: S Lodge. 



Southampton v 
Wimbledon 



Last season: 0-1 


CENTRAL DEFENDER Ken Monfcou is expected to return to 
Southampton's starting line-up after missing the last three 
matches with a thigh injury. The Dutchman could return in 
place of Gary Monk as Saints attempt to end a run of three 
successive defeats without a goal. Norwegian striker Egil Os- 
tenstad will play in attack. Carlton Palmer returns from a one- 
match suspension, but manager David Jones is still hampered 
by injuries to long-term casualties David Hirst, John Beres- 
ford and Francis Benali 

Wimbledon winger Gareth Ainsworth has joined Michael 
Hughes on the treatment table for a groin injury and misses 
the trip. However; although Ainsworth is out for at least a week, 
be has hopes of being back in action on Boxing Day. 

Nigerian international Efan Ekoku is expected to remain a 
substitute after his stay on the beoch in the win over Liverpool 
last Sunday. The transfer- listed striker is anxious to leave the 
Dons and is reportedly angry that offers from other Premier- 
ship dubs have been turned down by manager Joe Kinnear. 

SOUTHAMPTON (from): Jon«, Hiley. Mo/rkou. Londekvam. Dodd Palmer. Hugri- 
es. Oakley. Bridge. Le Tissier. Os ten scad. Kacfiloui. Monk. Basham. Beacoe. Warn- 
er. W/iliams. Srensgaard. 

WIMBLEDON (from], Sullivan. Cunningham. Kimble. Perry. Blackwell. Uvrtcher. 
C Hughes. Earie. Ekoku. Roberts. Gayle. AnJley Heald. Leabum. M Hughes. Kennedy 
Casdedine. cuell. Jupp. Clarke. Corr. Fear. 

Suspensions Wimbledon: Euell. 

Referee: M Reed. 



H West Ham v 
Everton 

Last season: 2-2 


EVERTON WILL have three West Ham old boys in their line-up 
at Upton Park, but not all of them are likely to be expecting a 
warm festive welcome. The injuiy-hit Merseysiders have 
Slaven BHic, Don Hutchison and David Unsworth all returning 
to the East End, and while Unsworth and Hutchison can expect 
a good response from the Upton Park faithful, Bflic knows he 
is in for an afternoon of abuse after implying that the Hammers 
were unambitious before joining Everton. Danny Cadamarteri's 
return from suspension is the only bright spot for Everton's man- 
ager; Walter Smith. His squad is badly weakened by injuries to 
Craig Short and Dave Watson, while Ibrahima Bakayoko. John 
Osterand Gareth Farrelly all have flu. Michael Ball also has been 
hit by the virus sweeping the dub, but is suspended in any case. 

Fbr West Ham. centre-back Neil Ruddock begins a three- 
match ban while John Moncur is also suspended. Paul Kitson 
is still out with a toe problem but should be fit for the Christ- 
mas programme. Eyal Berkovic and Javier Margas both re- 
turn to the squad after injury. 

WET HAM (from): Hlslop. Feorce. Ferdinand. Poets. Margos. Lomas. Lampard. 
Laza/ldis. Keller. Sinclair. Berkovic. Hanson. Wright. Forrest. Omoyimm. Ethenng- 
tor. Breacker. Coyne. Bcylan. 

EVERTON {froml 1 Mynre. Oeland. BilLc. Materaz=i. Unsworth. Collins. Hutchison. 
Grant. DacourL Barmby Madar. Cada marten, VisrO. Branch. Sirrwisen. Jeffers. Mc- 
Dermott Regan. Farley 

Suspensions: West Ham: Ruddock. Moncur. Everton: Ball. Dunne. 

Referee: R Harris. 


MONDAY NIGHT’S GAME (8.0) 



Charlton v 
Aston Villa 

Last season: No fixture 


TWO SIDES that have tasted life at the top of the Premiership 
this season meet at The Valley on Monday haring experienced 
contrasting recent pasts. Charlton, surprise League leaders in 
August albeit briefly have won just one of their last eight League 
games. Manager Alan CurbishJey kept his players in the dress- 
ing room for more than an hour and a half after last week’s 
3-0 defeat at Sheffield Wednesday and Addicks supporters can 
only hope that whatever he said will do some good today. Their 
task will not be an easy one, however; as Monday's visitors are 
Aston Villa, not only the current Premiership leaders but also 
a side hitting a rich vein of form against some of the division's 
toughest opponents. 

Last Sunday's 3-2 home win over Double-winners Arsenal 
followed a draw with Manchester United, but was all the more 
impressive given that Villa were 2-0 down at half-time. The re- 
trieval showed that John Gregory's men not only have the kind 
of flair demonstrated by Dion Dublin's nine goals in seven games 
for his new dub. but also the land of fighting spirit needed to 
wage a successful title campaign. Charlton are not an easy side 
to beat at home but they will not be relishing this fixture. 








FA defends overseas help 


AS THE Fbotbail Association 
yesterday sought to play down 
suggestions it bad been at- 
tempting to '‘buy’' the right to 
stage the 2006 World Cup, new 
details emerged about help 
given to countries who are rep- 
resented on the 24-man com- 
mittee which will decide where 
the tournament will be held. 

The FA admitted it was help- 
ing to pay the estimated 
£100,000 salary of the former 
England international, Peter 
Withe, now the coach of the 
Thai national side. Tawatchi Sa- 
jakun, the Thai national coach, 
said: “It is likely that Thai- 
land's FA will vote In support of 
England because we %’ery 
much appreciate the Football 
Association's support in send- 


BY NICK HARRIS 


ing one of the best coaches 
around to help us." 

Thailand is represented on 
the executive committee of 
Fife, world football's governing 
body, by Makudi Worawi, who 
holds one of the crucial 24 
votes. Withe himself, speaking 
at the Asian Games, where be 
is preparing the Thai side for 
today's bronze medal play-off 
match against China, said: “It's 
nothing to do with me- Tm a soc- 
cer coach. That’s what I am... 
I'm here to do a job, Tm not in- 
terested in the politics." 

An FA spokesman said; “The 
FA has had these coaching ini- 


tiatives, in dozens of countries, 
for years." He added that such 
help was not dependent on 
whether a country can help the 
English FA in some way The 
2006 campaig n director, Alec 
Mc&van, who is currently (m bad 
business in Thailand, conceded, 
however that “there has be- 
come an increased awareness 
of the needs of others” since the 
2006 campaign started. 

The Independent revealed 
yesterday that the English 
campaign team had visited 
both Mali in West Africa and 
Trinidad - both represented 
on the 24-man Fife committee 
- on the lobbying trail and ei- 
ther given or promised to give 
extensive assistance to both 
countries’ FAs. 


Ismail Bhamjee, of 
Botswana, who also has a vote, 
added yesterday that the Eng- 
lish FA had given two referee- 
ing workshops in his country in 
the last eight months and were 
looking at the possibility of per- 
suading British companies to 
help build his association a 
new headquarters. 

Earlier this year Glenn Hod- 
dle revealed in his World Cup 
diar y that En gland 's friendly in 
May against Saudi Arabia was 
arranged because McGivan 
was “keen on the Saudis as op- 
ponents". Saudi Arabia’s Ab- 
dullah Al-Dabal is on Fife’s 
executive committee. 

McGivan said yesterday: 
“We are asking people to vote 
for us. What is more natural 


than for them to say Is there 
any way you can help us.' 
That’s the real world.” 

Wolfgang Niersbach, a 
spokesman for the German 
football federation, which is 
also preparing a 2006 bid, said 
he was surprised at the extent 
of England’s 2006 campaign. 
“Our surprise started the day 
after Euro 96 finished and the 
English said they would be 
making a bid for 2006," he said, 
adding the German campaign 
team would attend major in- 
ternational football exhibitions 
for lobbying purposes but not 
target individual voters or offer 
special assistance to nations 
with Fife executives. 

The English bid was “pro- 
fessional", said Niersbach. but 


added it should never have erase 
about because it had been 
«grp«»d m thr» past that tfEn gland 
staged Euro 96, Germany would 
have En glis h support for 2006. 
“The key point above all is the 
gentleman’s agreement be- 
tween [ex-FA chairman] Bert 
MilHchip and our president who 
did so much work for Euro 96.” 

Meanwhile, Keith Wiseman, 
the FA chair man, yesterday 
defended the proposed gifts of 
£3 .2m to the Fbotbail Associa- 
tion of Whies that led to the res- 
ignation of his chief executive 
G raham {felly on Tuesday. 

“Bribery is basically where 
somebody is in the Bahamas 
with the money,” Wiseman said, 
denying the proposed gifts had 
been agreed only on the condi- 


tion that the FAW backed his at- 
tempt to become a Fife vice- 
president He added that the 
FAW had been “prepared to ask 
their council to support England 
for that [the Fife job] if we were 
able to consider offering them 
some help in their development 

pr ogramiw* Wh*m talking ahnnl 

a development programme for 

Welsh schoolchildren.” 

Kelly resigned after a meet- 
ing of the FA executive commit- 
tee, which -also passed a 
unanimous vote of no-confidence 
in Wiseman, who said yesterday 
he saw no reason to resign and 
would fight his case “I am sim- 
pty e^ereising what 1 think is a 
perfectly proper and sensible 
right to have the matter taken 
beck to the [FA] council" 
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Timmy Morphy takes to his heels after being thrown by Majestic Storm in the Mac Vidi Novices’ Chase at Lingfield yesterday 


Racing, pages 24-25; Photograph: Julian Herbert! AUsport 


BY NICK DUXBUBY 

MARTIN GREGORY, the man 
who instigated a cut-price sale 
of the entire playing squad at 
Portsmouth to tackle debts 
which have soared to £Sm, 
yesterday quit the First Divi- 
sion dob. 

The 45-year-oW Gregory has 

been the target of a campaign 
by Portsmouth fens attempting 
to force him to sen his share- 
holding. 

Tm no tin a position now to 
say exactly what will happen to 
die chib in the future," said Gre- 
gory after resigning as chair- 
man and director “A furth^ i 
announcement win be made os' 
Monday.” Poinpey, seventh 
from bottom, visit Bolton today. 

IWo weeks ago, Gregory an- 
nounced a bargain basement 
sale of his players. Coventry 
City were among several dubs 
quick to take advantage, snap- 
ping up the striker John Alois, 
who had scored 17 goals for 
Pompey this season, fra: 
£650,000. The Premiership dub 
would have expected to pay 
double that amount under nor- 
mal circumstances. 

In a match televised na- 
tionwide last Sunday Ports- 
mouth fens invaded the 
Fratton Park pitch at half-tiro 
and full-time to call for 
gory’s resignation. " ' ■ ■ 

Gregory took over as man- 
aging director of the dub fire 
years ago after his late fethei; 
Jim, fell ill He became chair- 
man m January this year when 
he resumed command at the 
Fratton Park following the brief 
reign of Terry Venables, the 
former Englan d manage r 

Last week, Gregory rer 
moved responsibflityfor play- 
er transfers from manager 
Alan Ball and appointed tiw 
showbusiness agent Athol 
to oversee the buying and sell- 
ing of players. 

“We want to know who will 
be running the dub now that 
Mr Gregory has gone," Keith 
Waldon, Portsmouth’s assis- 
tant manager; said. 

“I can understand why he 
has done it and in some re- 
spects as the chairman he has 
brought same things on hinjsdf 
I don’t know who is going fc* run 
the dub and we musiT ave 
some direction in these trou- 
bled times.” 


Wales plumb the depths of farce and chaos 


IF ENGLISH rugby politics is 
generally a humour-free zone, 
the committee-room wrangling 
on the far side of the Severn 
Bridge has plumbed such un- 
fathomable depths that the only 
sound to be heard is that of 
laughter in the darkness. 
Gareth Davies, the Cardiff chief 
executive, came out with a 
classic one-liner yesterday 


RUGBY UNION 


by Chris hewett 

when, during a colourful de- 
scription of Thursday night’s 
disciplinary hearing with the 
Wfelsh Rugby Union at which his 
dub was fined £150.000, he said: 
“I've been to some kangaroo 
courts to my time, but the only 


thing Trussing from this one was 
Rolf Harris." 

As a pithy summary of the 
state of the domestic game to 
Wales, it could hardly have 
been bettered. By slapping 
identical arbitrary fines on both 
Cardiff and Swansea - the other 
top side currently engaged in a 
programme of un sanctioned 
rebel fixtures against the lead- 


ing English Premiership clubs 
- toe WRU has revealed the in- 
herent weakness of its own po- 
sition. The union would far 
rather have expelled its two re- 
fuseniks, but knew it would be 
playing into their hands to do 
so. If Cardiff and Swansea sud- 
denly found themselves free 
agents, they would throw an im- 
mediate party. 
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Friday's solution 
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Last Saturday’s solution 


h ra 0 lu b u 
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By Phi ACROSS 

7 Test for roadworthiness 
before drivers’ organisa- 
tion rejected vehicle (5- 

3) 

9 Man runs after taking in 
hard composer !6> 

10 Dance? Curious dance, 
half unfinished (5) 

11 Run gala badly trun in a 
particular form) (8) 

12 Arrange reinstatement, 
engagi n g Henry as ordi- 
nary worker <3,2&6) 

15 Particular dock? (6; 

16 Spirit or passion pos- 
sessing one (6) 

18 No - practice isn’t out of 
place forme! (7, 7) 

20 Promoting health - for 
example, encompassing 
turning plague-carrier in 
rS) 

22 German writer em- 
braced by duchesses (5) 

24 Lose sight after ‘cutting’ 
fairy creature <6> 

25 One quivers in fear 
(though is not above 

lutinn cheeky ripostes) (8) 


DOWN 

1 Chap tucking into 
pumpkin? One relishes 
food <8) 

2 Many people receiving 
nothing will be upset in 
a prosperous period (4J 

3 A capital price leading 
to complaint? (6) 

4 Some of them may 
seem to be female (4) 

5 Timeless archaic tune 
possibly associated with 
an ancient writer (10) 

6 Fussy type shut up 
about American lawyer 
( 6 ) 

8 Actors and what one of 
them might say about 
love - it gives an edge to 
things! (9) 

13 Not concrete, enabling it 
to be demolished (10) 

14 Polluted quantity of wa- 
ter I got rid of (9) 

17 Panic and rioting this 
ye ar (8) 

18 what artist may use to 
study involving light (6) 

19 Test score not allowed 
(3-3) 

21 Relative to visit as a 
ghost, headless (4) 

23 Second boat for toe is- 
land (4) 


The Bret five correct solutions to this week's puzzle opened rwn Thurs- 
day receive hardbacked copies of the Oxford Dictionary of Quotations 
. Answers and winners' names wfl] be published next Saturday Send 
solutions to Saturday Crossword, E 0. Box 4018, The Independent, 1 
Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London El4 5BL. Please use the box 
number and postcode and give your own postcode. Last week's win- 
ners; C Eli is. Newport: S Fountain, Southall: L Hadfield. Bough ton; H 
Walkec SWl; C Green, Old Sodbury 


The chances of either club 
actually paying the fine are 
about as remote as their de- 
ciding to sign up toe WRlTs loy- 
alty agreement, the imposition 
of which led to their breakaway 
in the first place. “I can only 
think that the union decided on 
the fines to an effort to escape 
censure from the Internation- 
al Board, which wants to see us 
punished for playing these 
games against the English," 
said Davies. “It’s no coinci- 
dence that we were fined less 
than 24 hours before the WRU 
was scheduled to go before the 
board’s disciplinary panel." 

These latest developments 
leave toe game in Wales in a 
state of advanced chaos. On the 
one band, the union wants to cre- 
ate four so-called “super clubs" 
as a means of raising playing 
standards; on the other it has 
just punished the two dubs with 
the strongest claims to “super" 
status. Indeed, Cardiff were said 
last night to be reconsidering 
toeir formal tod for one of toe 
four franchises on offer. 

Even more shambolically, it 
was still not dear yesterday 
whether Cardiff remained in 
this season's Swalec Cup, even 
though they were scheduled to 
play Llandovery this afternoon. 
Cardiff insisted building work on 
toe new Millennium Stadium 
had rendered their own Arras 
Park venue unplayable and of- 
fered Llandovery a series of mid- 
week dates. Their opponents, 
meanwhile, said the several 
farmworkers amongst toeir 
squad could play only at a week- 
end and offered to stage the 


match at their own ground - an 
offer Cardiff abruptly rejected. 

Meanwhile, the English 
clubs could not resist having 
their say on matters Welsh. 
“We believe that the aggressive 
action of the WRU in fining 
Cardiff and Swansea is ex- 
tremely unnecessary and par- 
ticularly unhelpful at a time 
when talks are being beld to re- 
solve rugby in toe northern 
hemisphere for the ultimate 
benefit of all,*' said Howard 
Thomas, the acting chief exec- 
utive of English First Division 
Rugby. 

Bristol, the Premiership TWo 
title challengers, have sus- 
pended David Knox, their Aus- 
tralian outside-half, for 30 days 
and fined him £5,000 following 
his dismissal in last Sunday's 
important match at Worcester. 
Knox, a former Wallaby stand- 
off who started his Test career 
in 1985 and completed it only a 
year ago, was sent off for dissent 
after just 20 minutes of a game 
his side went on to lose 20-9. 

His dub ban runs from De- 
cember 13 to January 12 inclu- 
sive, while the £5,000 will be 
donated to the charity SPIRE, 
which supports rugby players 
who have suffered serious neck 
injuries. 

Knox appeared before a dub 
disciplinary panel earlier this 
week, which was then ad- 
journed while he sought legal 
advice. He is among several 
overseas signings made by 
Dwyer this season in a bid to en- 
sure that Bristol regain Pre- 
miership One status at the first 
attempt 
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A sorry business 


With his unprecedented apology in 1992 for the silencing of Galileo, Pope John Paul II began his noble project of making 
t- $ amends for the Church’s mistakes. But can he really say sorry for the Inquisition’s centuries of terror and torture? 
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O nly in a don's study in 
Cambridge would you be 
given your tea in a mug 
commemorating a schol- 
astic philosopher. It was 
emblazoned with the 
Latin tagfrustrafitper 
plura quod potest fieri 
per pandora. In philo- 
sophy this saw goes by the name of Occam's 
razor; after William of Occam. Loosely translated 
it means: "Don't look for complicated expian- 
• '^2? fions w ^ en a simple one win do." 

’"V#* I decided to apply it to the question in hand, 
which was: why are so many apologies flooding 
out of the Vatican at present? The academic to 
whom my query was addressed. Dr Earn on 
Dufiy reader in church history and fellow of Mag- 
dalene College, should know. He has just re- 
turned from Rome where he was part of a private 
team of eminent historians called in to advise 
on the latest papal attempt to make amends. 

It all began in 1992 when Pope John Paul D 
finally admitted the Church bad been wrong 349 
years earlier to silence Galileo for saying that 
the Earth moved round the Sun. Next he apol- 
ogised for the St Bartholomew’s Day Massacre, 
when more than 5,000 Protestants were mur- 
dered in 16th-century France. Then came con- 
trition for the Church's role in persecuting the 
a Jews - from the Dark Ages to toe Holocaust His 

■jf tntpmatinnfll TVuvvIngiral rn mmisginn has com- 

pleted the first draft of a 35-page apology for the 
Crusades. Acommission has been setup to con- 
sider whether pardons should be granted to 
people burnt at the stake as witches in Bohemia 
in the 17th century. And now Dr Duffy and 40 
others have begun laying the groundwork for 
an apology for the entire Inquisition. 

This will be the big one. After all the Church 
can claim that its culpability in the Holocaust 
was limited to acts of omission. But with the In- 
quisition it was, as the Pope has put it, “toe sons 
and daughters of the Church" who turned the 
thumbscrews and lit the pyres. 

The very term has become a byword for 
despotic terror and narrow cruelty -images, in 
the words of the poet Ttennyson, of “Inquisition 
dogs and devildom of Spain*. After toe En- 
lightenment the words became a shorthand for 
what secular liberalism hated in the church - 
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its constraint on freedom, its intellectual tyran- 
ny its obscurantism and tin its condemnation 
of Galileo) its hostility to science. 

Such are the verdicts of poetry and politics, 
but wbat does history say? The recent gather- 
ing of the historians of the Inquisition came some 
10 months after the Vatican had opened its 
archives on the subject for the first time. More 
than 4,000 volumes had remained secret, some 
of them for 700 years. Earaon Duffy was one of 
a small team allowed to tour the 27 rooms of 
dusty wooden shelves, on which toe crumbling, 
vellum-bound volumes are stacked. 

“It was rather weird to pass along corridors 
where files from the Seventies and Eighties sat 
cheek by jowl with stuff from the 17th century," 
he said “But, of course, we were not allowed 
to lookat anything more recent than 1903 [when 
the current century’s persecution of modernist 
Catholics was begun by Pope Phis XI." 

The Inquisition was introduced as long ago 
as 1184, under Pope Lucius Hi to track down 
and quash heresy. But it was in 1233 that his suc- 


Those, like John Cornwell of Jesus College. 
Cambridge, who feared that a whitewash was 
imminent, insisted that somewhere between l 
million and 10 million had perished in the 600- 
year Catholic onslaught against heretics. The 
Pope would select only malleable historians, he 
warned. And in any case two-thirds of the Vat- 
ican records had been lost when Napoleon 
plundered the archive in 1810. 

Interestingly most historians are impatient 
with these objections. Tedeschi did much of his 
research not at toe Vatican but in Trinity Col- 
lege, Dublin, and concluded that much of the 
black legend is a calumny from Protestant pro- 
pagandists. Nor can all those holding this view 
be dismissed as Catholic apologists. The new 
edition of Anglicanism’s magisterial reference 
book. Cross's Dictionary of the Christian 
Church, has recently pronounced that Inquisi- 
torial courts were, even in Spain, “more benign 
than secular courts of the period". And the 
Protestant historian William Monte c, of North- 
western University, reckons that the Roman In- 


BY PAUL VALLELY 


cessor Gregory DC first appointed full-time In- 
quisitors, drawn from the Dominican and 
Franciscan orders, to track down heretics who 
moved swiftly across diocesan boundaries be- 
fore local bishops could act against them. It was 
given extensive powers of judgement and could 
arrest suspects on the testimony of just two 
anonymous witnesses. In 1252 Pope Innocent 
IV sanctioned the use of torture to uncover “the 
truth". Over the centuries that followed, the 
Inquisition, in its medieval Spanish and then 
Roman variants, resulted in thousands of Euro- 
peans dying by fire or torture. 

When the opening of the archives on all this 
was announced, many were suspicious of toe 
Vatican’s motives -particularly after spokesmen 
for the Pope announced that the records showed 
the numbers killed to be for lower than was pop- 
ularly believed. Rome presented one of the mest 
distinguished of toe researchers. Professor 
John Tedeschi of the University of Wisconsin, 
to say: “People were sent to the stake, but not 
in the large numbers that are bandied around” 


quxsition (1541-1590) killed 1,235 people across 
Europe, compared with 1.500 executed for 
heresy by the secular authorities in the pre- 
ceding 20 years. Some 2,000 more died at the 
hands of the Spanish Inquisition. 

“What the church did was repellent,” said Dr 
Duffy, “but then so was the behaviour of auth- 
ority in general.” He cautions against the tend- 
ency to dehistoricise the Inquisition and see it 
from the standpoint of our own time. 

At the time, church and state were so closely 
tinted that heresy was seen as a form of trea- 
son. The impact of the Inquisition was deter- 
mined by the interests of secular authority. The 
government in Venice curbed it; the monarchy 
in Spain exploited it to seize the lands of Jews 
and Muslims in an epidemic of ethnic deansing. 

“It was an emperor Frederick n, [rather than 
a dericl, who ‘routinised’ the penalty of burn- 
ing people alive. In England it was Queen Mary 
who ordered toe most concentrated spate of per- 
secution in 16th-century Europe - the bishop 
charged with it dragged his feet and was rep- 









rimanded by the Queen in a letter which be put 
on display at St Foul’s Cross in an attempt to 
pass the blame and show he was only obeying 
orders," said Dr Duffy. “Some 72 Protestants 
were killed by toe Inquisition in Italy through- 
out the whole of 16th century, but 273 were 
burned in three years by Mary 1\idoc" 

The Inquisition proper never really took in 
England. Clerics and laity alike there had be- 
come too attached to common-law procedures 
such as trial by jury to be happy introducing the 
practices of Roman imperial law on which 
canon law is based. The Inquisition’s secrecy, 
its eagerness to accept denunciations, the 
absence of counsel for the accused, the lack of 
any right to confront hostile witnesses, all 
seemed alien. The two French inquisitors sent 
to conduct the proceedings against the Knights 
Templar in 1309 complained bitterly of the lack 
of qualified torturers in England. 

Yet even if all this is not on the scale that 
received wisdom dictates, it is still bad enough. 
Why has Rome waited until now to consider apol- 
ogising? The answer was given to the assem- , 
bled historians by the Pope’s personal j 
theologian, Fr George Cottier. The year 2000, I 
which ushers in the new mill ennium, should be 
a year of jubilee. The tradition of jubilee began 
in ancient Israel. It was a year when the earth 
was left follow, debts were cancelled and slaves 
were set free. It was a time to be reconciled. 
Throughout its history the Church has main- 
tained this tradition in small ways, but a new 
millennium must be a Great Jubilee and in 
preparation there must be a great repentance 
“of past errors and instances of infidelity, in- 
consistency and slowness to act". 

But Dr Duffy and the other eminent histo- 
rians of the period were only the first step. “Af- 
ter we had left the Vatican the dozen theologians 
who had listened as we presented our papers 
met again, on their own, to decide what to rec- 
ommend,” he said. 

To an outsider it may seem obvious. Before 
the historical experts departed, one of them, the 
Jewish historian Carlo Ginsburg, made a dev- 
astating intervention from the floon in which he 
suggested that any talk of asking for pardon for 
the past was unreal: the dead could not forgive. 
The Pope and the Church should rather say they 
Continued on page 2 
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Christmas Workers No 6: the tree farmer; on a plantation at Christmas Common in the Chilterns 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
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E-mail correspondents are asked to give a postal address. Letters may be edited for length and clarity 


End Iraq’s agony 

Sin We wish to express our grave 
concern at the bombing of Iraq. We 
are totally opposed to the dictatorial 
regime of Saddam Hussein and have 
always supported peaceful means to 
eliminate his weapons of mass 
destruction. However any air 
campaign will surely not remove him 
or end his chemical and biological 
weapons production. 

Saddam is definitely a threat to 
his people and world peace, but this 
mili tary action will not end the threat 
posed by him. It will more likely 
strengthen Saddam, who thrives on 
such confrontations, and put an end 
to Unscom's work. Moreover; the 
longer UN sanctions remain in force 
and the more militar y strikes are 
undertaken, the greater the 
suffering of ordinary Iraqis will be. 

Sanctions do not and will not work 
when the regime in power is a 
ruthless dictatorship not 
accountable to its people. It cannot 
be right to stand aside, watching the 
suffering of fire Iraqi people caused 
by sanctions and bombing, until 
Saddam complies fully with Security 
Council resolutions. 

New thinking on the Iraq crisis is 
needed. It appears that the present 
approach can only prolong the state 
of instability in the region and the 
misery of the Iraqi people We urge 
the US and Britain to adopt a new 
strategy aimed at helping the Iraqi 
people to induce real change in Iraq 
and the establishment of a true 
democratic regime. 

This strategy should be based on 
supporting alternatives to Saddam, 
no more punishment for the Iraqi 
people, implementation of UNSC 
Resolution 688, diplomatic isolation 
of the Iraqi regime in the region and 
the world community and the 
indictment of Saddam for his crimes 
against humanity. We firmly believe 
that the long-term interest of all 
interested parties will be better 
served in a democratic Iraq. 
DrMAL-RUBEAI 
DrNAL-SHADXR 
DrSJASIM 
Dr ARJDHA 
DrSLATEEF 
DrAHUNOUSH 
Dr S ABDUL-RAZZAK 
DrJKASSAB 
Woodford Green, Essex 
The signatories are Iraqi 
academics living in Britain 

Sir; Reading those near-hysterical 
letters <18 December) concerning 
the bombing of Iraq's armament- 
making capacity, have those writers 


forgotten (or perhaps not even read 
about) the results erf this country’s 
appeasement policy and head-in-the- 
sand approach to Germany’s re- 
armament in the 1930s? 

There was more logic then in our 
inaction, however reprehensible - 
we were unready iH-armed and 
knowledge of what was happening to 
the Jews and gypsies was largely 
unknown. The result was that 
Germany gobbled up its surrounding 
countries and purged itself of Jews 
and gypsies - something that took 
years and many lives to put right 

Today everyone knows about the 
Kurds and the marsh Arabs, and 
Iraq's neighbours must be feeling a 
trifle uneasy, so perhaps those 
Independent readers might consider 
the past before condemning the 
present out of hand. 

DERRICK WARREN 
Thunton, Somerset 

Sr. Mr Blair made a first-class 
speech in Parliament to explain why 
we and the Americans were 
reluctantly taking military action to 
rid the world of a great evfl. It 
reminded me of that day in 1939 
when we reluctantly began one of the 
fewjust wars in all history to rid 
Europe of another great evil, an aim 
eventually achieved with the help of 
the Ameri cans . 

How few of our so-called partners 
in the European Union have 
declared their support for an action 
so completely justified. The irony is 
that Mr Blair is trying desperately to 
subordinate our ancient country to a 
new conglomerate which plans to 
take control of our finances, our legal 
system our borders, our defences 
and our foreign policy. What action 
would Mr Blair have been allowed to 
take if our foreign policy were 
decided Gf that’s the word) by a 
committee in Brussels? 

M C M BLACKBURN 
Thames Ditton. Surrey 

Sir; You state that “sanctions do not 
stop [Saddam Hussein] buying food 
and medical supplies for his people" 
(leading article, 18 December). This 
is a line we have heard ad nauseam 
from Tony Blair and Robin Cook. It is 
a complete lie. 

Whilst technically food and 
medicines are not subject to 
sanctions (although many requests 
for medical supplies have been 
vetoed by the UN Sanctions 
Committee), the inadequacy of the 
oil-fbr-food deal means that Iraq has 
no money to buy these items. Of the 
supposed $lobn a year available 
through the deal for humanitarian 


relief; over 30 per cent is diverted by 
the UN to non-humanitarian uses. 
Beyond this, the fall in oil prices 
coupled with the lack of spare parts 
for the oil industry means that the 
projected oil revenue is actually 
around $4.4bn- less than half what 
our government claims, and 
nowhere near what is needed. 

Having been to Iraq recently, I can 
testify that children are starving, 
people are drinking water 
contaminated with sewage, and that 
the sanctions regime has reduced a 
healthy, well-fed nation to ruins. 

Sanctions are a weapon just as 
devastating as bombs. Both are 
illegal and immoraL 
ANDREA NEEDHAM 
London, E2 

Sir; It would be for the good of the 
Iraqi population if Saddam were 
brought down. Campaigns against 
repression and for democracy in 
Iraq have argued this for many 
years. But it was the US and the UK 
who armed him - overall those 
years. It was the US and the UK who 
failed to support opposition 
movements within Iraq. It was the 
US and the UK whose missiles and 
threats and sanctions have kept him 
in power while the people starve. 

We should all be asking: How will 
this bombing disarm Saddam? 

JOHN NICHOLSON 
Manchester 

Sin Are we going to erect a cenotaph 
in memory of all the civilian Iraqis 
whose blood has saved us from the 
reported threat of Saddam's 
weapons of mass destruction? 

JOHN ATHANASIOU 
London N9 

'Bias’ on the bench 

Sir Calls for Lord Hoffmann's 
resignation are another depressing 
indication of the blarae-and-shame 
culture which permeates life in the 
UK A vibrant, open society warmly 
accepts occasional errors of 
judgement even (Indeed especially) 
from the most talented; if the best 
judges can stumble on the pedestal 
without falling then the rest may 
rejoice in errors as a sign of 
dynamism. 

STEVEN FOGEL 
London EC4 

Sir Should judges with connections 
to Christian churches be disbarred 
from cases where the defendant is 
accused of doing evfl? Should judges 
who believe fervently in the 
importance of morality be disbarred 


from cases where the defendant is 
accused of immoral behaviour? Lord 
Hoffmann's association with 
Amnesty should qualify rather than 

disqualify him fmrn Kitting in 

judgement on Pinochet 

When our country has just killed 
25 Iraqi civilians (apparently) and 
terrified millions (certainly). Lord 
Ho ffmann’ s stand for justice was Eke 
a light that gave hope. His colleagues 
have just snuffed it out 
Dr MICHAEL de PODESTA 
Teddvngton, Middlesex 

Sir So, membership of or support for 
a society like Amnesty might cause a 
judge to be hiaswi, but membership 
of a Masonic order is acceptable? 
NOANIE HEFFRON 
Glasgow 

Power to the bishops 

Sir Are you suggesting that there 
should be no mechanism for 
dismissing churchwardens who fail 
in their office (“The bishops don”t 
need more power", leading article, 

16 December)? 

One of my churchwardens 
embezzled a large sum of money last 
year. Under charity law, his 
conviction disqualified him from 
sitting on the Parochial Church 
CoundL But not from being a 
churchwarden. There was no means 
by which he could be required to 
resign. Nor was there any way he 
could be suspended from office, 
pending his appearance in court 

Churchwardens are elected by 
the laity as a whole (not by the 
Parochial Church Council). But if 
thqy Id their electors down, 
somebody needs to protect the 
laity's interests. 

The Rev SIMON TATTON-BROWN 
Westhoughton, Greater Manchester 

Chernobyl children 

Sin I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank Darius Sanai 
and The Independent Magazine for 
the article about the Chernobyl 
children published on 5 December. 

There has been a great response 
by Independent readers who have 
offered to host children in their 
homes. Needless to say, all 
applicants must be vetted first by 
social sendees and the police. 

I have spoken to many readers 
who phoned and clearly they were 
very touched by the report on the 
suffering of these children, forgotten 
by the EU governments which have 
given so little help to Belarus. 

1 would like to correct some 


misunderstandings. Bela via Airlines 
do not give the charity free flights. 

The cost is £206 and £20 airport tax 
per person, costing the charity 
£450,000 per annum and £50,000 for. \ 

airport tax. The children come for a ^ 
period of one month, not two months, 
to improve their health. 

To add to the Chernobyl problem, 
Belarus is suffering an economic 
crisis with the collapse of the 
Belarussian rouble. In every 
household I visited, children were - 
pale, coughing and sneezing. 

At the moment there are 180 
children spending Christmas and 
the New Year in the UK All those 
who have already arrived are 
underweight for their age because of 
the grave shortage of food in j 

Belarus. This is onfy the start of the * 
winter season. 

I have visited many regions of 
Belarus and all the parents of the 
children that have come to the UK 
ask me to thank the British people 
for their generosity. Words cannot 
express how grateful they are. Every 
parent remarked on their child’s 
health transformation for the better 
VICTOR EMIZZI 
ChairmardTrustee 
Chernobyl Children Life Line U 

Haslemere, Surrey 

In Brief 


Sin ybu report two compensatory 
payouts on 15 December In one case, 
a trau mati sed police sergeant was 
awarded £75,000 for seeinghis fiancee 
injured in a road accident at wot In 
the other a disabled 81-year-old 
woman was violently sexualfy 
assaulted on more than one occasion 
by another resident in her care home 
before preventative measures were 
put in place. She was awarded QL500. 
Good to see justice being done, isrft it?^3 
NEIL DUNCAN 
Telford, Shropshire 

Sir; I was surprised to see Martin 
Jacques (Wednesday Review, 

16 December) refer to a “popular 
apocryphal tale" of a Chinese 
emperor who rebuffed a European 
monarch's invitation to trade. In fact 
it was the Chinese Emperor Chlen- 
Lung who wrote to none other than 
King George HI in 1793: “Strange 
and costly objects do not interest me. 

... As your ambassador can see for 
himself, we possess all things. I set 

no value on objects strange or 

ingenious, and have no use for your 
co untry 's manufactures." 

KATHERINE TANKO % 

Bristol 
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Will the Pope 


Continued from page 1 

are ashamed of the past without asking 

easy absolution. 

Things are more tricky than that for the 
pontiff, however, thanks to the concept of 
infallibility. This has two aspects. The 
commonly understood one is that the 
Pope claims he speaks infallibly when he 
pronounces, ex cathedra, some defini- 
tive doctrine pertaining to faith or morals. 
But the Church also claims there is an 
infallibility which is revealed through 
what it calls “the ordinary magisterium", 
the collective wisdom of its bishops. 

The conundrum, therefore, is this; how 
could the Church have been wrong in 


teaching for 1.500 years that “error has 
□o rights”? It is a particular poser for Pope 
John Paul n, for he was a key player in 
drafting the Second Vatican Council’s 
1965 Declaration on Religious Liberty 
which overturned the old tranhmg- the 
demand for freedom of conscience had 
been a precious resource for him in his 
confrontation with Polish communism. 

Those, like Archbishop Lefebvre, who 
could not accept that 1,000 years of con- 
sistent Catholic teaching had been mis- 
taken, were so outraged that they broke 
with Rome. So how can the Pope now 
admit Rome was wrong on the Inquisition 
without further fracturing its authority? 


apologise for the Inquisition? 


One of the FDpe’s men had a go, at the 
conference in Rome. Fr Jean-Miguel Gar- 
rigues traced the emergence of the 
Church’s bullying mentality back to St 
Augustine. The fatal moment came, he 
said, when the great fourth-century the- 
ologian misconstrued a phrase from the 
Gospel parable of the wedding feast and 
decided that the words “compel them to 
come in” legitimised the use of force in 
religion. This Augustinian approach then 
entered politics, with disastrous results. 

But Garrigues went on to make a dis- 
tinction which the Pope had already 
hinted at Significantly, John Paul II has 
spoken not of the need for the Church to 


repent its errors but for “the sons and 
daughters of the church” to do so, as if the 
Institution itself bore no blame, Gar- 
rigues then suggested that the Inquisition 
was the result of the personal moral fail- 
ure of individuals. The doctrinal magis- 
terium bad been silent on the issue, thus 
the Church's authority was unscathed. 

Eamon Duffy and the other historians 
were unimpressed. Consider the weight 
of the history - a succession of inquisi- 
tions, under several popes; a bull on 
witchcraft giving papal endorsement to a 
ragbag of superstitions that caused 
countless thousands of harmless or 
eccentric women to be burnt alive; an 


index of forbidden books; a uniform prac- 
tice of repression and censorship at the 
heart of the Church's own governance; 
and its endorsement of a particular rela- 
tionship between church and state. 

“All this surely constitutes more than 
silence," said Dr Duffy, rather scathingly. 
“It can hardly be treated as the inciden- 
tal activity of some of the Church's child- 
ren." Occam’s razor might suggest a 
simpler explanation. “The bald fact is 
that Roman theology has simply not yet 
found 8 way of admitting that the insti- 
tutional Church itself can err and sin." 

There was one man noticeable by his 
absence at the conference. There was no 



^ egauun ror me Doctrine 
the Faith- as the body which was once 
t * 1 ^lf?^4 , sition is now known. 

This latter-day Grand Inquisitor may 

h°! ^L rE 5^ urse thumbscrews but 
uis present-day interrogation of Catholic 

wavfttM ?tU1 carries of the old 

ays. Hearings are in camera. Accusers 
remain anonymous. There is no defence 
J2J5? 1, The ^ ccu sed is initially not even 

charges a 6 ainst hm. a®* 

111 ^ defence. 
Ch r anges ’ ifc well b*3 
tnat any apology for the terrors of the 
Inquisition will have rather a hollow ring.. 
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A gesture to peace 
that should be 
followed by others 


YESTERDAY’S GESTURE by the Loyalist Volunteer 
Force is a good answer to all those doom-mongers and 
pessimists who have gathered around the Northern Ire- 
land peace process. Voices have been raised - ever since 
John Hume, John Major and others began the process - 
to say that it could not work, would not work, and should 
not be attempted Such voices will probably be heard to 
deride yesterday’s events. But the first decommissioning 
in Northern Ireland’s recent sectarian tragedy is a mile- 
stone that should not be underestimated 

The LVF is not an organisation on the scale of the Ulster 
Defence Association and its offshoots, nor does it have the 
same capacity to maim and kill as the IRA. But it does 
constitute a real and potent threat to law and order in the 
province, responsible for punishment beatings and shoot- 
ings of Catholics. It has handed in only a small quantity 
of guns and explosive detonators; but its gesture is a 
powerful one none the less. It shows what can be done. 
No one committed to an unending war, or despairing of 
peace, would do such a thing. 

t It is also a welcome affirmation of what can be gained 
T from negotiation. The handing-in of the guns follows 
agreement on the shape of Northern Ireland's government, 
for so many weeks a frustratingly close compromise. It 
is this part of the Good Friday agreement which locks 
Northern Ireland's parties to each other. 

None of Northern Ireland’s parties can gain what they 
want without the others. Nationalists cannot gain cross- 
border bodies, linking their fate with that of the Republic, 
without the agreement of an assembly* and executive on 
which non-nationalists hold a majority. Unionists cannot 
gain a new Stormont Assembly without agreeing to share 
power, and to set up such cross-border bodies. The agree- 
ment makes it clear that without fulfilment of all its 
clauses, the others fall too. It was this that the politicians 
recognised yesterday. 

Most of those politicians have at least a line of com- 
. muni cation open to armed groups. Their leadership is 
crucial if more arms are to be decommissioned, and 
yesterday they showed that leadership. Mo Mowlam, the 
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, and the party 
leaders who have agreed on those Cabinet seats and cross- 
border bodies, are to be congratulated. 

But, welcome as the LVF’s action is, one terrorist 
; decommissioning does not mark the end of a 30-year 
« conflict Many obstacles still lie ahead. Most formidably, 

: the IRA will have to make a gesture on at least the scale 
• of the LVF's if it is to be admitted to the government of 
Northern Ireland. 

David Trimble. First Minister of the shadow executive, 
v i^has made it quite clear that if this does not take place, 
there can be no further progress. He cannot go back on 
the cast-iron assurances he has given to the Unionist 
members of the Assembly, and to his own party members. 
To do so would mean political extinction at the hands of 
' Orange extremists all too ready and willing to wreck nego- 
• tiations that they have never wanted. 

Sinn Fbin's role will be pivotal. It has made many com- 
promises to get this for, and has played a positive role again 
in the last few days. But the party maintains that it can 
only ‘influence” the ERA, and will use whatever influence 
' jt^as to secure decommissioning only once the Assembly 
■ aSJ executive are working. It can maintain the fiction of 
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an arms-length relationship with the IRA, if it smoothes 
its task. But it cannot escape its responsibilities. 

It is true that even though the Good Friday agreement 
envisages decommissioning within two years, nowhere 
does it make explicit that this should take place before 
the Assembly and executive are constituted. But it should 
make no difference, if the will is there, when weapons are 
handed in. Indeed, a limited hand-over would be in Sinn 
Fein's best interests. They could take their seats in the 
executive; they would gain immeasurable goodwill in 
Dublin, Washington and London; they could start to shape 
the future of their province. 

The IRA do not even need to start large-scale destruc- 
tion or abandonment of weapons to gain this advantage 
for their political friends. All they need to do is to show 
that they understand the fears of their Unionist fellow 
citizens, and their British and Irish neighbours. AH they 
need to do is to hand in one package of arms from their 
vast cache, to show that they mean it When they see the 
beneficial results of that, we can hope that such actions 
will become a habit 

No one wants to see republicanism humiliated in ‘‘sur- 
render”. But what we have a right to expect is that all para- 
militaries, including the Provisional IRA, emulate the 
gesture their opponents have made, and soon. 


Bombs shouldn’t 
stop impeachment 

THERE IS never a good time to impeach a US president 
since the so-called head of the free world is always busy 
striving to pacify some world trouble-spot It must seem 
particularly cruel to Bill Clinton that he feces trial at 
exactly the same time as he is ordering troops into battle; 
but to be realistic, when has he been free of such troubles? 
When he was ordering marines into Somalia? When be 
was making peace in Northern Ireland? Or on the prev- 
ious occasions when he has bombed Iraq? 

National leaders have always been assailed without 
regard to the crises their nations face. Andrew Johnson, 
the only other president to be impeached, was struggling 
with the challenge of reconstruction after the American 
Civil War. Democrats showed no mercy to Richard Nixon, 
embroiled in Vietnam, opening up Western policy to 
China, and attempting detente with the Soviet Union. Clos- 
er to home, Margaret Thatcher was preparing for the Gulf 
war when she was politically assassinated. 

Bombing in the Gulf makes no difference to the issues 
feeing Congress. Either the President has peijured him- 


self. and committed the “high crimes and misdemeanors” 
of which the Constitution speaks, or he has not. 

The world's cynicism about the President's motives in 
ordering military action should encourage a decision. The 
impeachment vote may bring the crisis to a head, and 
renew America’s self-confidence. If Congress decides 
today to allow President Clinton to escape, he can face 
the world with his mandate renewed. But if he is 
impeached, his authority will be irreparably damaged. 
Then, for ail our sakes, he should resign, and allow a suc- 
cessor to govern with authority. 

Gone shopping 

PLANS TO “reward" those informing on drink-drivers will 
raise a ragged cheer in populist quarters. Wiser and cooler 
heads should be more wary. Given Britain’s problem of 
“neighbour rage”, which this week saw even a former 
Downing Street press secretary cautioned by police, it is 
more than likely that giving money to sneaks would lead 
to a rash of hoax calls, like that which recently afflicted 
the Deputy Prime Minister in his Hull constituency. For- 
get the nation of shopkeepers: we seem all too eager to 
become a nation of shoppers. 


Cruise missiles won’t stop the 
dangers facing US democracy 
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IN the history of the United 
Spates has there been a moment like 
{this. A president, fighting impeach- 
ment, has decided simultaneously to 
start a war. The House of Represen- 
tatives patriotically supports the 
troops while attempting to remove 
from office their commander-in -chief. 
And the man Republicans regard as 
an untrustworthy draft-dodger has 
{control of the mightiest military 
machine in the world. 

Americans are open-mouthed with 
'bewilderment and concern at the 
.bizarre collision of events. The two 
{problems which have dogged the US 
! throughout the 1990s like toothache - 
| the implacab le hostility of Iraq and the 

jfeistently scandal -ridden behav- 
; ioS of its president - have crashed to- 
gether the week before Christmas. 

Citing a “dear and present danger”, 
| President Clinton is risking the lives 
jof American servicemen at precisely 
; the time his own political life is most 
under threat Fbrever lucky in his 
; enemies, Mr Clinton's highly partisan 
I opponents are redoubling their efforts 
; to get the world to recognise be is the 
j liar- in -chief, adulterer-in-chief and 

■ peijureMndraordinaire. 

{ Perhaps we should have become 
'used to expecting the impossible. 

■ After all this is a year which began 
‘with foe revelation that Bill Clinton had 
| oral sex with a 2l-year-old intern, but 
so far has claimed as the biggest po- 
. litical casualty not Mr Clinton but his 
most outspoken opponent, the sacked 
■House Speaker Newt Gingrich. Gin- 
grich's successor as Speaker; Bob 
^Livingston, has now been forced to 
admit to adulterous affairs, though he 
Iwill^L’t resign. As someone who has 

,cKd every scandal since Bill Clin- 
ton first began to run for the presi- 


dency in 1991, and who watched the 
Reagan administration unravel in the 
Iran-Contra affair; I have never seen 
the politicians in Washington so angry 
with each other or so disconnected 
from the American people. 

Tbday’s expected vote in the House 
of Representatives does have a prece- 
dent It is the first impeachment since 
the presidency of Andrew Johnson in 
1868. but the domestic drama is now 
inextricably linked, as Johnson s never 
was, to an attempt to destroy a foreign 
leader and reassert American auth- 
ority in a military adventure. Both Mr 
Clinton and his political enemies have 
embarked on breathtakingly risky 
courses of action without any kind of 
road-map for bow to proceed. 

Most Americans regard taking on 
Saddam Hussein as justified and 
inevitable. But the timing, as Law- 
rence Eagleburger, the former 
Secretary of State, puts it, “smells to 
high heaven". Of all the hats a 
president must wear; the one of com- 
mander-in -chief has never quite fitted 
Clinton. Fir him to assume significant 
military leadership in the twilight of 
his presidency is truly extraordinary. 

Bqyond draft avoidance in Vietnam, 
everything about the Clinton admin- 
istration has seemed unmilitary in 
character; profoundly different from 
Bush, Reagan or Carter Most obvi- 
ously, Clinton is the first president of 
a new generation, a man whose 
formative years were not spent in 
World War Two. While the Bush White 
House was full of military veterans. 
President Clinton’s team is more like 
a university common room in which 
those with military experience are 
conspicuous by their rarity. 

The first week of his administration 
began with a dash of cultures with the 



Gavin Esler 

The collision of war and 

scandal begs a question: 
why does this great nation 
have such shabby leaders? 

military brass over whether to allow 
homosexuals to serve in uniform. But 
whatever their doubts about the char- 
acter of the commander-in-chief, 
American servicemen have loyally 
served him. Ever since the Gulf war 
ended eight years ago, facing down 
Saddam Hussein has been America's 
diplomatic Groundhog Day, the Hol- 
lywood movie in which every morning 
you wake up to the same problems. 

With the exception of 1995. there has 
been a US-Iraq crisis every year since 
1990. Two weeks ago a senior Clinton 
administration official told me to 
expect another confrontation. He 
warned that the US would show itself 
to be on an extremely short fuse. This 
official one of a handful who direct 
national security policy, refused to 
predict the timing, but agreed that the 
crisis could come before Christmas. 
The official said Clinton only decided 
against bombing Baghdad in Novem- 
ber because "you do not shoot a man 
who has his hands up”. But the official 
also predicted, correctly, that the mis- 


sion of the UN weapons inspectors was 
doomed and that the US would be 
forced to try to do with bombs what the 
UN had foiled to do by inspections - 
namely degrade Saddam's military 
capacity. He acknowledged that the 
American people were tired of 
perennial High Noon confrontations 
and wanted the Saddam problem 
sorted out for good 

What strikes me now as curious 
about this conversation is that the Clin- 
ton official was prepared to brief me, 
a foreign journalist extensively, while 
the president himself failed to prepare 
the American people. Surprising 
Saddam is one thing. Surprising 
America's voters, allies and world 
opinion is another and adds to the 
suspicion that this has been partly the 
War of Clinton’s Zipper. Around one in 
four Americans shares this view, 
suspecting that the President may 
have abused his power by ordering the 
military strike to distract from the 
impeachment hearings, less a matter 
of policy than of crude politics. 

After all, Clinton did order cruise 
missile attacks against Sudan and 
Afghanistan last August, just days sffar 
the humiliation of admitting that he 
had tied for months about Monica 
Lewinsky. This week’s attack may be 
a coincidence too for. But foe for 
more significant point is that Clinton's 
lack of credibility is now so damag in g 
that it is impossible to view anything 
he does except through foe prism of 
his scandals. He could feed the five 
thousand with a few loaves and fishes 
and yet a large percentage of Ameri- 
cans would view foe miracle as 
another cynical stunt from their 
political Houdini. His own survival - 
which still looks likely but is by no 
means guaranteed - is of less interest 


now than the damaged credibility of 
the American system of government, 
if impeachment proceedings stretch 
for months into 1999. 

America's democracy is resilient 
The republic has survived foe Civil 
War and civil rights, foe surprise 
attack on Pearl Harbour and being 
tom apart by Vietnam. Americans 
endured the national tragedy of 
Watergate. They will surely endure the 
national farce of the Lewinsky 
scandal For Nixon it was once a pro- 
foundly serious question of what did 
foe President know and when did he 
know it For many Americans that has 
been replaced by the Clinton question 
of what did the President touch and 
when did he touch it 

But the collision of war and scandal 
has now gone to the core of the 
American political dilemma as the new 
millennium approaches. Why has 
America endured 40 years of failed 
presidencies, a string of one-term 
inadequates punctuated by the two- 
term scandal presidencies of Nixon, 
Reagan and Clinton? Why does this 
great democracy produce such shabby 
leaders? Why does the United States 
export political ideas abroad and yet 
see fewer and fewer of its own citizens 
bother to vote at home? 

The twilight of foe Clinton presi- 
dency may not provide the answers to 
what has gone wrong. But it does 
provide a clear example. And you can 
be sure it will prove easier to solve the 
Saddam problem than foe sclerosis 
within the American political system. 
The mess in Washington remains the 
clear and present danger that cruise 
missiles cannot fix. 

Gavin Esler is the author of ‘The 
United States qf Anger' 
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IMPEACHMENT OF BILL CLINTON 


Opinions on whether the President's conduct merits his 
removal by the Congress of the United States 


USA TODAY 


IF THERE is a silver lining to such 
an ethically clouded climate, it is 
that the Founders fully expected 
such antics and designed the 
impeachment system accordingly. 
They gave the House only the 
power to accuse, leaving the Senate 
responsibility for removing the 
President from office, and then 
only fay a vote that requires a broad 
consensus. If Clinton is impeached, 
a nation turned off by cheap parti- 
sanship - from both sides - 
deserves no less. 


months obsessed with a sex 
scandal in the White House. Quite 
the opposite: the lawmakers, 
lawyers, professors and commen- 
tators involved see it as their sacred 
duty to take part in the search for 
truth in the “William Jefferson 
Clinton" case. Meanwhile, the rest 
of the world worries about the US 
President's authority. 


Was this attack necessary? 




JORDAN TIMES 


boston Globe 

US 


FRANKFURTER 

Rundschau 


Germany 


AN IMPEACHMENT charge before 
the United States Senate would 
therefore touch the very core of 
democracy: the fall of a president - 
even when it is comes constitu- 
tionally and formally secured - 
represents the annulment of the 
voted will of the people. Such a step 
can only be justified by grievous 
practices such as endangering 
democracy the state order, or 
national security 


WHAT CLINTON deserves and what 
the country needs is not a symbolic 
rebuke from which he will bounce 
badrunscratdifidThereBorJyamo- 
mentary sting in being censured; im- 
peachment will sting through history. 
Clinton has lied and deceived It is fit- 
ting that his ties and deceit be the 
cause, finally, of his falL A president 
who violates the people’s (rust and 
dishonors his office forfeits his right 
to the White House. Hie words are 
those (rffoe Democrats’ proposed res- 
olution of censure. But they sum up 
perfectly the case for impeachment 


WHY WAS such military action necessary 
now oc more to the point, necessary at all? 
The feet of the matter is this: after almost 
eight years of sanctions and inspections, 
Saddam Hussein is still in power. The US 
and Britain, so they say, believe that Iraq 
still has the capability of assembling 
weapons of mass destruction. Over 1 
million people - mostly children - against 
whom no one held any grudge, are dead 
When does it end? US officials last night 
could offer us no assurances, while com- 
mentators last night expressed surprise 
that Iraqi people were moving around 
Baghdad during the attack. It shouldn't 
come as a surprise - after all they are the 
only ones who have had to endure the last 
eight years. 


Hong Kong Standard 

China 


Daily Oklahoman 

us 


NEW YORK TIMES 
US 


MR CLINTON’S offenses threaten us 
with the possibility that Americans 
will see him as a role model They 
ay out for condemnation so that no 
citizen will be tempted to follow' his 
example or regret his departure... 
but do not threaten the future of a 
republic that defines itself through 
politics. We elected him to lead a 
great nation. He became a prince 
of disorder. Now it Is up to Congress 
and the public to limit the damage 
caused by his irresponsibility. 


THE RULE of law should apply to 
everyone, including this corrupt, 
imftthiral president Fbr hi gh crimes 
and misdemeanors, the House of 
Representatives should impeach 
Clinton. 'Hie Seriate will determine 
whether he can continue in office. 


Straits times 

Singapore 


CLINTON’S CRITICS would libs to think 
that the strike against Iraq was a diver- 
sionary tactic to postpone the House vote 
on the impeachment motion. That is too 
fedle an argument unless the Republicans 
believe that US use of its power will stop 
some wavering or moderate party mem- 
bers from impeaching him. The order for 
an immediate strike was to show US re- 
solve. and to act before the Muslim reli- 
gious period of Ramadan, which is 
beginning in a few days. Really, the dispute 
is over how best to proceed against Sad- 
dam. It was the UN that took him to task 
and imposed sanctions. It is for the UN to 
resolve this problem, ff force must be used, 
it must only be with the authority of the 
UN, and not arbitrarily. 
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Verdicts on the decision by the United States and Great Britain to launch air strikes 
against Iraq as punishment for its failure to cooperate with the UN arms inspectors 


The Washington post 

us 


Tages-anzeigeros 

Switzerland 


AMERICANS TEND to take things 
to the limits and live excess to the 
full. In their eyes, no political mis- 
take is too great for the right way 
out to be at the end of the tunneL 
As a result, Washington's politicians 
can see nothing funny in the feet 
hundreds of them have spent 11 


BARRING A last-minute deal, it 
looks like the US is about to 
condemn itself to a Senate trial 
that may last as long as six months. 
As the world tries desperately to 
avoid an economic slump, its sole 
remaining superpower will treat 
itself to a semen-stained dress, 
scratchy tape-recordings of two not 
particularly brainy women and 
grainy video dips of the “Big Creep" 
squirming in his seat as he parses 
impenetrable definitions of sexual 
acts. The Dow may melt in the 
meantime, the dollar may sink, but 
the Senate will devote itself to 
adding a new' chapter to the Kama 
Sutra. Is this for real? 


China Daily 


CLOSE ALLIES of the United States and 
Britain during the GulfWhr eight years ago 
have distanced themselves from the new 
round of attacks on Iraq. The reason for 
this is simple. Hopes for a peaceful reso- 
lution of the Iraqi crisis had not realty been 
exhausted before the military strike broke 
out The use offeree is against the will of 
all peace-loving peoples. The US-British 
joint operation disregarded UN conven- 
tions. A world run by big powers, acting 
outside the framework of international re- 
lations, has subjected itself to a dear threat 
of power politics. 


THE CAMPAIGN must be sustained enough 
to gravety damage Saddam’s weapons of 
mass destruction, and the military upon 
which he depends for survival. It should 
aim to cause as few civilian casualties as 
possible, but must be undertaken with the 
understanding that only Saddam's re- 
moval from power can erase file threat that 
Iraq currently poses to its region and the 
world. No one should be naive enough to 
expect that any of the players in this drama 
have or could put domestiepoli tics entirety 
out of their thoughts. But Clinton and his 
political adversaries must keep these two 
crises as separate as they possibly can. 


and Great Britain, who resorted to force; 
Russia and China, who opposed it; and 
France, which is sceptical of it. The 
Japanese government promptly ex- 
pressed its support of the military action, 
which hardly contributes a solution to the 
Iraq problem. 


LE MONDE 
France 


SYDNEY MORNING 

Herald 

Australia 


THE DECISION to resort to force against 
Iraq was a bad one in every sense. It was 
bad in form: the Security Council wasn’t 
consulted, even though Washington claims 
to act in the name of the international com- 
munity; and it was bad in reasoning- there 
were no grounds other than Butler's sus- 
pect report. This American decision could 
so easily end in catastrophe. 


ASAHI SHIMBUN 

Japa n 


WE URGE the Security Council to resume 
its proper duty and take a unified ap- 
proach toward Iraq. It is essential that 
trust is restored among the United States 


THE UNITED States called off strikes 
against Iraq at the last minute a month 
ago, after Iraq's modest concessions. 
Bill Clinton’s administration had said 
that it would strike without warning, if Iraq 
did not honour its promise to co-operate 
with the UN inspectors. The White House 
has been circumspect, as Saddam re- 
peatedly flouted the inspectors over the 
past few weeks, and now says that its tim- 
ing has been dictated by circumstance. It 
is impossible to disprove that argument, 
but this conflict remains the strangest 
coincidence yet 


Toronto Star 

Canada 


SADDAM HUSSEIN cannot be allowed to 
assume that the international community 
has lost the will to oppose him. Tbe bomb- 
ings aim to harass him, degrade his abil- 
ity to produce weapons of mass 
destruction, and erode confidence in his 
regime. Few believe he will willingly 
change course. But if Saddam mil not co- 
operate and cannot be ousted, then he 
must be contained. 


LORD HOFFMANN'S JUDGMENT 


PENSION REFORM 


THE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION 


British views on the Law Lords' decision to invalidate their previous 
ruling to allow extradition proceedings against General Pinochet 


Verdicts on the Government 's proposals for 
changes to welfare provision for the elderly 


Opinion after the resignation of the chief 
executive of the Football Association 


The Sun 


Quotes of 

THE WEEK4 


THE PINOCHET ruling is extra- 
ordinary. It means that not 
even the highest court in the 
land can be considered free 
from bias. How it could have 
slipped Lord Hoffmann's mind 
to mention his connection with 
Amnesty International is be- 
yond us. His mistake has 
caused a huge political row 
here and abroad. He surely 
cannot keep his job. 



Human Rights into domestic 
law, such issues will shortly as- 
sume fer greater importance. 


Daily Mail 


Daily Mail 


The Express 


Financial Times 


THE ONLY winner from this 
farce is Jack Straw. By allow- 
ing the extradition to proceed 
last week, he pleased almost 
the entire libera] establishment 
and Labour Party. But after the 
ruling, the likelihood must be 
that Pinochet will be returned 
to Chile when the Law Lords 
reconvene - which will allow Mr 
Straw and the Government to 
escape an awkward dilemma. 


LORD HOFFMANN’S actions 
may yet prove a personal 
tragedy. More broadly, they 
have called into question the 
role and composition of 
Britain’s highest court Before 
the Pinochet case, few outside 
legal circles would have known 
how judges come to be ap- 
pointed to Britain's senior 
court With the advent of devo- 
lution and the incorporation of 
the European Convention on 


NOBODY DISPUTES Hoff- 
mann's legal brilliance. But 
however rigorous his approach, 
and however dispassionate his 
judgment may have been, his 
behaviour was lacking in com- 
mon sense. In law, appear- 
ances are everything. Is justice 
realty seen to be done, when a 
judge seems to have a particu- 
lar and partisan interest? 


WHAT IS well understood is 
the doomsday scenario of fewer 
and fewer workers having to 
support more and more pen- 
sioners living longer and longer. 
As the decades pass, the state 
pension - already inadequate - 
will be worth onty small change 


port to the low-paid, the Gov- 
ernment has removed the stig- 
ma of forcing them to rely on 
means-tested welfare. 


THE TIMES 


Financial Times 


The Guardian 


The Guardian 


ONE CAN only hope that the 
next panel of law lords will 
take the view that General 
Pinochet does not have the im- 
munity he claims. Whether 
they do ornot, the victory of tac- 
tics over principle has inter- 
rupted the search for justice. 


THE PROPOSALS are a deft an- 
swer to the question -what pen- 
sions policy is consistent with 
declining fending, and won’t 
involve electorally unpopular 
taxes on the middle classes. But 
it won't necessarily provide 
pensions for the poorest that an 
advanced industrialised coun- 
try can feel proud ot 


NEW LABOUR can claim that 
increased public spending is 
going to those in need, for 
which it deserves full marks. 
Despite the caveats, many of 
the deficiencies of the present 
system are being addressed. 


THE FOOTBALL Association 
may be spared animosity, be- 
cause the spectacle it presents 
is too ridiculous to sustain 
hatred. None of the proposals 
to streamline the FA will be of 
any merit unless they ensure 
capable leadership. Fbr the 
moment, it is certain that the 
FA whenever it strides the 
corridors of power; will throw 
open a door and march straight 
into the broom cupboard. 
(Kevin McCarra) 


the truth. When it does so, let 
us hope it can shed light on the 
difference between a “grant", a 
“gift" and a “loan". 


the Express 


the mirror 


KELLY TYPIFIED the incom- 
petent face of English football 
administration. He loomed over 
a game riddled with scandal 
and corruption. The FA should 
take this opportunity to ap- 
point a more forward-thinking 
administrator for what is now 
a multi-billion-pound industry. 



THE TIMES 


BY OFFERING a second pen- 
sion rather than income sup- 


IF THE Government did not 
came up with a new plan for 
pensions, we would have mil- 
lions of poverty-stricken old 
people. Everyone who is work- 
ing and earning reasonable 
money will have to make a pro- 
vision. Not the sort of thing 
which leads to cheering, but a 
crucial step in creating a wel- 
fare state for the 2lst century. 


Evening 

Standard 


the mirror 


“For a serious story 
it's a single buttock 
perch, for a lighter 
item it's the full two- 
buttock perch." 
Kirsty Young, 
Channel 5 news- 
reader (pictured) 


THE RESIGNATION of Mr Gra- 
ham Kelly is a major event in 
a sport where the investigation, 
of alleged wrong-doing has an 
unrivalled reputation fbr state- 
liness, not to say toothless- 
ness. No doubt the FA will be 
toiling night and day to bring us 


ITS THE best news for En glis h 

soccer for a long time - Graham 
Kefly has quit as boss of the FA 
He is an arrogant, pig-headed, 
smug, self-opinionated fool, 
who acted as if football were 
there for his own aggrandise- 
ment Football is better off 
without him. 


“It's never crossed 
my mind." 

President Bill Clinton 
when asked whether 
he would, resign 


THE VIEWS OF THE WORLD 


MISCELLANEOUS 
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POLICE DESTROYED over 20 
rai of opium poppy fields in 
mountainous areas in Phop 
Phra district About 30 officers 
were sent to slash and burn 
poppies planted by tribes- 
people. A tribesman was found 
harvesting poppies, but man- 
aged to flee arrest Police said 
villagers who grow poppies 
have introduced modern tech- 
nology which allows year-round 
cultivation and improved yields. 


and shoot hogs. Hog Hunt *98 
is to draw attention to the plight 
of the American farmer. 
Hunters will be charged $100 to 
shoot a hog. “Some have criti- 
cized the hunt" Muller said, 
“because they think it's cruel to 
kill an animaL What do they 
think they're doing when they 
eat beet pork or bacon?” 


“I wonder if you 
thought as the 
bleeding women and 
children were carried 
into hospitals, that 
those who were 
diminished and 
degraded were not 
the Iraqis, but us - 
reduced to being a tail 
on this verminous and 
mangy Desert Fbx." 
George GaUoway, 
Labour MP, 
addressing Tony 
Blair in Pie 
Commons 


Sydney Morning 
Herald 

Australia 


Des Moines 
Register 
us 


A GROUP of Iowa pork produc- 
ers is inviting hunters to come 


SYDNEY IS running out of 
Christmas trees as the demand 
reaches unprecedented levels 
Some suppliers shut up shoo 
two weeks early, telling clients 
thqy would have to settle for the 
plastic. People have got sick of 
plastic and want the real thing 


“I don’t like humans 
much. Which is not a 
V «TY good recipe for 
elective politics." 

Alan Clark, Tory MP 
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Research by Sally Chatterton 


“It is not dlitist 
enough, in my view. If 
I had my way, 
admission to opera 
houses would be 

entirety forbidden to 
riff-raff like you.” 
Rupert Christiansen, 
opera critic 
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COMMENT/5 


The year of living rather less than dangerously 


ITS SO difficult trying to synthesise 
a busy year on to one page, write 
our good friends Sam and Marcie 
Lapwing, from Boise, Idaho, at 
the top of their festive reindeer-and- 
robirt encrusted cards. We met the 
Lapwings on holiday in India 12 
years ago and haven’t seen them 
since, but every Christmas, with- 
out faB. we get this detailed report 
of how the family are getting along. 

“We've been to a lotto places and 
done a whole bunch of interesting 
things.” the Lapwings' newsletter 
continues. “Marcie has been 
nominated to the National Board of 
the Scleroderma Foundation, and 
you may have caught Sam's face on 
Dateline TV in the middle of Sep- 
tember talking about stem-cell 
transplantation in scleroderma 
and related conditions.” 

Why are other people's lives so 


much more interesting than mine. 
I thought gloomily having heard all 
about the vexy lovely wedding in Uie 
woods of Lake Taho that the entire 
tapwing family attended in April 
and what a truly rewarding time 
Marde's mother had visiting 
kinfolk in Maine. 

More to the point, why are other 
people's memories so much sharp- 
er than mine? Marde and Sam 
complain that it’s difficult to syn- 
thesise a year on to one page. 1 have 
problems trying to synthesise what 
I did with the back door key last 
night. It's unlikely we went to a 
wedding last spring - my friends gel 
divorced - but if we did it certain- 
ly wasn't in a wood. I haven't seen 
inside a wood for years. And I 
don't believe my mother has visited 
her kinfolk recently because 
they're all in the “southern Shan 



SUE ARNOLD 

Stem-cell transplantation 
was pivotal to Sam in 
1 998. Losing my glove 
loomed large in my year 


states” of upper Burma, and if she 
had she would definitely have 
asked me to feed her cat 

This loss of memory is particu- 
larly galling because I used to 


have a brilliant memory, especially 
for numbers. Ask me to reel off any 
of my Austrian friend's three 13- 
digil telephone numbers in Vienna, 
Salzburg and St Anton and out they 
would come pat, digit perfect. Now 
I can't remember the four-figured 
pin number of my credit card which 
I use practically even- day. 

There are, I know, all sorts of in- 
genious methods you can employ 
to remember important things, 
like whether you've switched the 
iron off or sent those vital cheques 
to the bank. The best way I was re- 
liably advised by a psychologist 
called George is to verbalise - yes, 
of course, he’s American. In other 
words you don't just switch the iron 
off and pull out the plug. You say: 
“I'm switching the iron off and 
taking the plug out" Better still, you 
talk to the iron as a friend. You say: 


“Hello iron. I'm going to switch you 
off and then I’m going to take out 
your plug and put you away.” This 
way, said George, you build up a 
relationship with the iron, and. 
since relationships are important 
to humans, particularly women, 
there is no way you would ever 
forget how the relationship ended. 

None of this 1 appreciate would 
be of much use when trying to 
synthesise a year, busy or banal on 
to a Christinas card to send back 
to Marcie and Sam. The other 
drawback is having to refer to 
yourself in the third person, like a 
character in a novel. “Heavens, is 
it really a year since Sue left one 
of her gloves, her brand new gloves, 
in the back of the commuter cab? 
My. how time flies.” 

On second thoughts it's not 
other people's lives that are more 


interesting than mine, it’s other 
people's priorities. Stem-cell trans- 
plantation was pivotal to Sam in 
1998. losing my glove, my brand 
new glove, in the back of a cab 

looms large in my yean But I do see 

it : s not the sort of thing you record 
in a Christmas card. Some might 
say that scleroderma isn’t exactly 
festive either, and, at the risk of 
sounding disloyal to our good 
friends in Idaho, I would agree with 
them. There are only two require- 
ments of a Christinas card 
message. One: it should be brief; 
two: it should be legible. You will 
have gathered by now that I haverft 
sent my Christmas cards yet, but 
no panic, there's still plenty of 
time despite all those dire warn- 
ings. What I need is two com- 
pletely uninterrupted hours to 
write the wretched things. 


The woman in the seat beside 
me at Battersea Arts Centre one 
year had the right idea. We were 
watching a production of the Bible, 
not the whole thing just the Old Tes- 
tament. performed by a cast of four. 
They balked at nothing- the Flood, 
Sodom and Gomorrah, the Philis- 
tine hordes, the multitudes passing 
through the Red Sea, we had it alL 
The fact that there were only three 
people in the audience (it had poor 
reviews) did nothing to dampen the 
cast's enthusiasm, not even when 
the woman beside me opened her 
handbag, took out a stack of Christ- 
mas cards and began writing them. 
“Stay thy hand.” said the angelic 
host, all two of them, as Abraham 
lifted his knife to sacrifice Isaac. 
“You don’t happen to know the 
postal code for Swindon?'' whis- 
pered the woman beside me. 
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The Saturday Profile 

Kofi Annan, United Nations Secretary General 

The forceful 
peacemaker 


WHEN THE first cruise missiles slammed 
into their targets in Baghdad on Wednes- 
day evening, Kofi Annan, the United 
Nations Secretary General did some- 
thing unusual. He retired to his expansive 
38-floor office at UN headquarters in New 
York, sat at his mahogany desk and slowly 
smoked a dgac T have never seen him do 
..that before,'’ one of his aides remarked 
Plater, “but I think he needed it for solace.” 

Annan, a descendant of Ghanaian tribal 
chiefs, who is now upon his second anni- 
versary as the world's diplamat-in-chief, is 
not a man who sulks or dwells on his 
setbacks. The following evening, even as 
the second wave of bombing was under way 
in Iraq, he was the host at a Christmas 
party for senior UN staff at his official 
residence. He behaved as he always does 
at such functions - he smiled, joked with 
colleagues and gave the impression that, 
whatever was going on outside, he was 
enjoying himself. 

v A But when Annan, who is 60, told the 
world’s press on Wednesday that the start 
of the aerial campaign over Iraq marked 
a “sad day” for the UN and for him per- 
sonally. he surely meant it His brief 
statement had been revised three times by 
his speechwriters upstairs. The Secretary 
General knew he had to be careful to ex- 
press hisdismay without giving the 
impression of criticising either Washing- 
ton or London, or that he was siding with 
Saddam Hussein in the crisis. But what- 
ever else he said, he wanted to convey his 
. of loss. 

’’fls the first Secretary General to have 
risen through the UN ranks to attain the 
post, with a career of more than 30 years 
in the organisation, Annan had a huge 
investment in preventing renewed violence 
in the Gulf. He was mostly invisible to the 
world until February this year; when he 
made his dramatic journey to Baghdad to 
attempt to talk down Saddam from his pos- 
ition that his presidential palaces woe out 
of bounds for the UN weapons inspectors 
of Unscom. Against mighty odds, he suc- 
ceeded Saddam agreed to reopen the 
palaces in a memorandum of under- 
standing and for that period, at least, mil- 
itary action was forestalled 
The Baghdad dash was mightily risky 
' for Annan. Even his personal safety may 
have been in periL When the hour came 
for his meeting with the Iraqi leader he was 
whisked away in government limousines 
to an undisclosed location, with only three 
of his aides allowed to travel with him. He 
undertook the mission knowing that he 
might fail and aware that neither Wash- 
ington nor London was enthusiastic about 
it Indeed, when he returned home he got 
no thanks from the US administration and 
scorn from some members of Congress, 
who accused him of appeasement But 
Annan, we now know, is not frightened of 
taking risks. 

He demonstrated similar courage just 
two weeks ago when he diverted from a 
^jsit to Tunisia to meet Muammar Gaddafi, 


The Libyan leader was, and still is. 
dickering over whether to surrender two 
suspects in the 1988 Lockerbie tragedy to 
stand trial in the Netherlands. By agree- 
ing to the meeting, Annan raised hopes of 
a breakthrough even though he himself 
knew that immediate resuits were unlikely 
He reasoned, however; that refusing to 

life Story 

Born: 3 April 1938 
Origins: A twin, son a Ghanaian 
Fante tribal chief 
Education: Boarding school run 
by Methodist missionaries; 
university, Kumasi; Macallster 
College. US; institut des Hautes 
Etudes Internationales. Geneva 
Marriages: Two. with two 
children by his first wife. Present 

wife. Nane - 

Lagergren 
(pictured), 
a Swedish 
lawyer/ 
painter 
Career at 
the UN: 

World Health 
Organisation, 

1962-1971. 

Personnel 
Services 
UNHCR. 

1 976-80; UN 
New York, 
admin and management, 1 983- 
6; Asssistant Secretary Genera! 
of Office of Human Resources 
1986-90; 

Under-Secretary General, 
Peacekeeping Operations 1 993- 
5; UN Special Envoy to former 
Yugoslavia 1 995-6; UN Secretary 
General, 1997- 

On himself: “I am by nature a 
conciliator, but I can be firm 
when it is necessary. I’m not one 
of those people who believe that 
you have to pound the tableto 
be tough” 

Others on him: “I had my staff 
here look into your background 
and couldn't find anyone who 
didn’t like you.” (Jesse Helms) 

On subduing Iraq: “You cannot 
do it from the air. The Gulf war 
proved that" 


meet Gaddafi, when he was so dose in the 
next-door country, could have caused 
harm to the efforts to secure the two sus- 
pects for trial. In Libya, too, there was rea- 
son to worry about Annan's security: After 
being diverted from Tripoli to the coastal 
port of Sirte, he was invited first to board 
a limousine for the overland journey. 
Along the way he was bundled from die car 


to a four-wheel-drive vehide for a bumpy 
ride across the desert Separated from his 
security detail and from all of his aides, he 
was , late in the evening, delivered to 
Gaddafi in his traditional vaulted tent 

In two years, in fact Annan has man- 
aged to defy all pretfictions of how he would 
turn out as Secretary General His candi- 
dacy for the post was championed by the 
United States and its then Ambassador to 
the UN, Madeleine Albright really for only 
one reason - be was not Boutros Boutros 
Ghail his Egyptian predecessor who had 
been expecting to serve a second five-year 
term. With his sometimes haughty and 
lecturing manner, Boutros Ghali had over 
time fallen far out of favour with Wash- 
ington, never more so than when he chas- 
tised Western capitals for investing too 
much energy in the “rich man's” war in 
Bosnia while ignoring conflicts in more re- 
mote comers, notably in Africa. 

Against fierce opposition from France. 
Albright fought for Annan because he ap- 
peared suited to effecting a low-profile 
stewardship of the UN organisation; some- 
one, above all who would work better as 
a manager of the institution and not a 
maker of diplomatic waves. The United 
States wanted an efficient chief executive 
whose first task would be to instil some 
order into the morass of UN bodies and 
agencies and bring about the reforms 
that Boutros Ghali had been so reluctant 
to cany through. As some observers put 
it at the time. Annan promised to be more 
secretary than generaL He would be com- 
petent but not inspiring. 

Certainty, that was the promise of 
Annan’s career up to that point The son 
of a district manager for a chemicals 
company in Ghana, who was in line to be- 
come chief of the Fante tribe, Annan was 
sent to boarding school in Ghana. 

He first travelled first to America in 1959, 
to attend summer school in Harvard. 
Thereafter; he won a Ford Foundation 
scholarship to attend Macalaster College 
in St Paul Minnesota, where he graduated 
with a degree in economics. Soon after- 
wards, he joined the UN family for the first 
time, working for the World Health Organ- 
isation in Geneva. Apart from a break in 
1972 to take a master's degree in man- 
agement at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, he has remained with the UN 
ever since, mostly in New York where be 
has held such senior posts as bead of bud- 
get affairs and personnel 

Married twice, Annan has two children 
by his first marriage to a Nigerian, which 
ended in divorce. In 1981 he married a 
Swedish ex-judge and painter, Nane 
Lagergren. By some almost cosmic con- 
fluence of destinies, she is the niece of the 
vanished Swedish diplomat, Raoul Wal- 
lenberg, who saved 100,000 Hungarian 
Jews from Nazi death camps. 

Annan’s first splash into the headlines 
came in 1990, when he persuaded Saddam 
to allow the repatriation of 500,000 foreign 
workers in Kuwait who had become 



The bombing of Iraq marks a setback for Kofi Annan’s vision of multilateralism 


Nigel Parry/Katz 


trapped there after the Iraqi invasion. Then, 
under Boutros Ghali he assumed the 
pivotal post of Under Secretary General for 
peacekeeping. It was a position that could 
have ruined his reputation. Under his 
watch, the UN suffered the double humil- 
iation of the fiasco in Somalia, including the 
incident that left 18 US servicemen dead, 
and the ultimately dismal attempt to set 
up the so-called “safe havens” in Bosnia. 
Almost worse, however, was the outbreak 
of genocide in Rwanda in 1994. Half a mil- 
lion Rwandans died in the slaughter; while 
the West and the UN essentially watched 
from the sidelines. It transpired later that 
Annan’s office had received inte.ttjgp.nne be- 
fore the massacres dearly warning that an 
immense tragedy was at hand. 

While the UN caught the blame for the 
failure of the sale havens, Annan refrained 
from saying what he and the whole insti- 
tution were feeling. They were certain that 
the responsibility lay principally with the 
governments who had failed to supply the 
UN with anything like the manpower nec- 
essary to defend them. “Screaming and get- 
ting bitter and being angry is negative 
energy” he once said about his reluctance 
to speak out “It takes a lot of energy out 
of you and doesn’t help.” 

On reform, Annan has not disappointed 
the Americans. He has stripped a thousand 
posts from the organisation, and has 
chosen strong new voices for some of its 
bodies, inducting the former Irish Prime 
Minister Mary Robinson to watch over 
human rights. And he has replaced a sys- 
tem whereby agencies were led by inde- 
pendent heads reporting individually to the 
Secretary General with a cabinet system 
of leadership. Slowly the UN is turning from 


a bureaucracy of scattershot chaos to one 
of co-ordinated action. 

Otherwise, however; he has surprised 
everybody. It is common nowadays to 
hear him likened to the only other UN 
leader who inspired common awe. Swe- 
den’s Dag Hammarslqold, who served as 
Secretary General for eight years from 
1953. “He has been a revelation even to his 
admirers," commented Shashi Tharoor, a 
trusted senior aide. “He has shown that he 
has diplomatic skills that had never realty 
been tested before. We thought we knew 
the man and his qualities, but really we did 
not”. France, which was so opposed to 
Annan’s appointment, reveres him today 
almost as a national hero. 

Annan, almost improbably, has also 
become something of a star in Manhattan, 
where and his wife have become much- 
courted fixtures on the frenzied society 
circuit of dinners, galas and fundraisers. 
Annan has even sought out friends in Holly- 
wood and has recruited the likes of Michael 
Douglas, Sharon Stone and even Luciano 
Pavarotti as UN “Ambassadors for Peace". 
When the UN this summer published a 
book caDed The Quotable Kofi Arman, some 
suggested it was trying to forge a cult status 
for the Secretary General. 

Importantly , Annan has restored 
morale in an institution that has every rea- 
son to feel low'. His staff worship him. One 
official said this week: “If Kofi asked me 
to scrub floors for him, rd do it” 

Certainty, he is more than Washington 
bargained for Relations with the Clinton 
administration are, at best strained. When 
Annan wrote a letter to Saddam Hussein 
on 13 November urging him to fall back into 
line with weapons inspections, he once 


more elicited a dimbdown that forestalled 
air strikes. Likewise, he is disappointed 
with Washington. While recognising that 
much fault lies with Iraq for today's crisis, 
he believes that the Clinton administration 
erred this summerly failing to show flex- 
ibility towards Iraq. Annan, meanwhile, has 
got nowhere in persuading the US to de- 
liver the roughly £ibn it owes the UN in 
arrears, in spite of his achievements on re- 
form. 

His sadness today stems not just from 
the bombardment itself, but from the set- 
back it represents to his vision of 
multilateralism. 

“Kofi is under strain right now because 
he believes rather passionately in peace- 
fill resolution. It is bred into his banes," says 
Tharoor. By unleashing their missiles, 
London and Washington have resorted to 
unilateralism and, for now, have brutally 
short-circuited the UN and its role. 

Kofi Annan, with his soft, lilting in- 
tonation and greying goatee, above all 
emanates humanity. It is a quality that is 
at the core of his personality. He is 
determined that that same quality should 
be reflected from him on to the UN or- 
ganisation as a whole. Humanity, after all 
is what the UN is about 

The kindest tribute in this troubled week 
came from the security guard who dressed 
up, as he does every December, as Santa 
Claus at Thursday's Christmas party. Kofi 
and Nane, he said, “had transformed this 
house and made it feel like home”. 

He was referring to the Secretary 
General's residence. But he could equally 
well have been speaking of the whole 
United Nations family. 

David Usborne 


ALAN BENNETT mends a puncture 
on his hike. “I get pleasure out of 
being able to do simple, practical 
jobs - replacing a fuse, c h a nging a 
wheel jump-starting a car -because 
they are not generally associated 
with a temp e ramen t lie mine,” he 
writes. “I tend to put sexual inter- 
course in this category too." 

This entry from Bennett's diaries 
provides a clue to what the author 
is all about Most ofhis plays, no tabty 
the Ihlkmg Heads television series, 
feature characters who are not very 
good at sexual intercourse -not very 
good at tiffin fact -tikeGrabam, a 

single man living with his widowed 
mother in A Chip m die Sugar , 
whose life is thrown into turmoil 
when an old flame of his mother’s 


The temptation is to confuse 
these Graham characters with 
Bennett himself. They tend to wear 
V-necked sweaters, as their author 
invariably does, and live their lives 
of quiet desperation in some suburb 
of Leeds, where Bennett was born 
in 1934 and spent his youth. But the 
playwright is not nearty as meek and 
mild as he sometimes appears. 

Ever since the late Fifties, when 
the donnish Bennett was an unlikely 
member of the Beyond the Fringe 
team, he has nurtured -or at least 
done nothing to discourage - the 
public view of him as a kind of lanety 
(probably homosexual) librarian 
who became famous when he woke 
up one morning to find himself 
playing bass guitar in The Beatles. 

That view of Bennett took some- 
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thing of a knock when he revealed 
to The New Yorker that he had 
been having an affair with a neigh- 
bour; leading to his becoming briefly 
in his own words: “London's most 
famous heterosexual." 

Bennett was thus unmasked as a 
man who could not only mend a 
puncture, but woo a woman too. He 
also reveals himself in his diaries as 
a grade A curmudgeon, far from shy 
when it comes to turning his biting 


wit on colleagues, public figures, and 
especially critics. 

A newspaper rings Bennett up to 
see whether he has any comment on 
the occasion of Harold Pinter’s 50th 
birthday. “I don’t" writes Bennett 
“Later I realise I could have sug- 
gested two minutes’ silence ” 

When he attends a performance 
of Richard III by the Georgian 
State Theatre Company, a picket 
hands him a leaflet which says: 


“This will tell you what life in 
Russia is realty tike." 

“Actually,” writes Bennett, “I 
should have thought Richard HI was 
a pretty fair picture.” 

Bennetfs diaries are fall of rather 
good jokes tike this. On reading 
Winnie-the-Pooh to an audience of 
children: “I battle against the crying 
ofbabies and the shouts of toddlers, 
and end up shouting myself hoarse," 
he writes. “It is Wmme-Bie-Podh as 
read by Dr Goebbels." 

What infuriates Bennett about 
critics is their reluctance to give him 
credit for the extraordinary strike 
rate of his jokes. When his play 
Kafka's Dick receives mixed 
reviews - to Bennett this is anything 
less than total eulogy -he notes that 
the reviewers neglected to mention 


“that it was a funny evening”. For 
someone who professes to hate 
writing - when Vaclav Havel 
becomes the Czech President Ben- 
nett says how fine it must feel “just 
to run the state and not have to write 
any plays" - there is a kind of hero- 
ism in the way Bennett writes and 
writes: theatre, television, movies, 
magazine articles, diaries. His out- 
put is prodigious and invariabty 
funny. Bennett accuses himself of 
merely adding to the number of 
words in the world. 

“That's why poetry is supreme,” 
he writes. “It makes less mess." 

There is some worth in Bennetfs 
typicalty melancholy view. On the 
other hand, there can never be too 
many jokes in the world, and Ben- 
netfs are some of the best 
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The weekly Muse 

By Martin Newell 



Id low-slung shards of reddish light 
On sodden saltings, brimming dikes, 

A mild December morning sprawls 
And lounges in the dripping trees 
While in the eastern estuaries 
The whooper swans fly whirring down. 
It's time for Christinas shopping now... 

You sure you want to go to town? 

It's mad out there, they maim and kill 
To have their peace and spread goodwill. 
They think that it’s compulsory. 

It's not. Don't go. Stay here with me. 

While Safeway, Tesco and the rest. 
The centres of this shopping fest 
Watch vehicles come in and out 
Via traffic jams and roundabout, 

In market towns which used to thrive 
The men with nails and boards arrive, 
Assembling where the High Street stood 
Pale galleries of chip-flecked wood. 

The latest news alleges that 
The young are lazy and they're fat 
They drink too much and smoke as well - 
Oh yes, they're ugly and they smell. 
Well no, those last two bits were lies. 
I'm sorry. I apologise. 

Their habits at this early stage 
May cause ill-health in middle age, 

A matter which we should discuss. 
Lest they’re too ill to care for us. 

Should, avid acquaintance be forgot? 

I’d hazard a quick guess. 

Should auld acquaintance be forgot? 

If your name’s Bill Clinton, yes. 

“Sex Appeal - it's Down to Smell": 

I have a cold and I can’t tell. 

So women trick us constantly 
By blocking our ability 
To judge the way that they appear? 

A pretty face, a well-turned rear, 

And all the main attraction zones 
Run second to their pheromones. 

So if she’s not the fairest lamp 
That lit a bell-tent in your camp. 

It’s only logic to suppose 
She must have led you by the nose. 

Come closer. Pour yourself a port. 
That cocktail dress, the one I bought. 

Do try it on. Go on - feel free. 

It never really suited me. 

The year is knackered - 1 am too. 

Cool Yule from Newell to all of you. 


THE WEASEL 

The Weasel suggests some ideal Christmas gifts, such as silver 
handcuffs for her, a petrol can for him and lollipops for everyone 



WHOM STEADY oa there! What can you 
be thinking of, dashing offto the shops 
without taking advantage of the 
Weasel’s annual Pick of the Prezzies 
service? Par months, my highly-paid 
team of researchers have been sifting 
through a mountain of publications, 
sorting wheat from chaff, gold from 
dross, and swans from geese to come 
up with the ne plus ultra of gift ideas. 
But what am I doing gahhing away? 
Time’s a- wasting. Let’s plunge in. 

Fhr the woman in your life, what 
could be more luxuriously pampering 
than The Oldie’s suggestion of a 
wooden clothes-horse (£44£0)? That 
perennial quandary of what to buy Dad 
is swiftty overcome with the petrol can 
(£55) proposed by Living etc magazine. 
Surely no metropolitan home will be 
complete this Christmas without the 
stainless steel toothpick dispenser 
(£55), or the condom-shaped glass 
vase (£27) discovered fay Time Out? 
M animal lovers will be enraptured by 
the fish-shaped hot-water bottle (£1.55) 
and tue pig-face soap (£14) suggested 
by The Observer magazine. Main- 
taining the zoomoiphic theme, the 
irresistible ideas of Sainsbuiy's The 
Magazine include silver mussels with 
gold-plate lining (£130 per pair), and a 
fluffy polar bear (£1400). 

The Backwards alarm dock (£17) 
proposed by Ideal Home should ensure 
every day starts with a chuckle. EUe 
Decoration’s selection of gifts “to win 
you friends for life, not just Christmas” 
include “paper-thin beakers in dis- 
posable China” (£5). The only drawback 
is having to order them from Arnhem 
in the Netherlands. Tinkle, smash! 


Combining practicality and econo- 
my the sterling-silver KitKat holder 
(£295), advocated by the Evening 
Standard magazine, should put paid 
to broken-biscuit blues. Similarly this 
journal feels that someone’s life will not 
be complete without a silver Coca-Cola 
holder (induding straw) for £650. 
Finally, one can only picture the grat- 
itude of anyone fortunate enough 
to receive the wildly profligate gift 
suggested by The Independent 
Chupa Chups lollipops (lOp each). 

+ 

TALKING OF presents, the run-up 
to Christmas also sees the arrival 
of Mrs Weasel’s birthday. Since this 
y eart s total is a .q gnifiran t n umb er, 

we made our way to a specialist 
London shop for a suitable trinket 
Despite the diver handcuffs on a 
velvet cushion in the window and 
the elaborate dog collar and lead 
prominently displayed within, we 
were not looking for exotica 
intended to add spice to the 
doldrums of middle age. 

I should explain that we were in 
the luxurious premises of Gucci on Old 
Bond Street Costing £125, the collar 
and lead is indeed intended for some 
pampered pooch. The shop has sold all 
but one of its stock of dog baskets made 
from plaited Tuscan goat leather 
(£595), though there are still a number 
of silver doggy bowls ( £125) available. 
As for the handcuffs, they are an 
ironic reference to the 2^-year sentence 
passed last month on Patrizia (the 
“Black Widow”) Beggiani, who paid 500 
millio n lire (almost £190,000) for the 


contract killing of her ex-husband, 
Maurizio Gucd. “It was worth eray lira 
to see him dead,” reflected Patrizia. 
“But he wasn't worth one lira more.” 

Admittedly, the sterling silver hand- 
cufls engraved with the Gucd name are 
not just there for show (the company 
is not known for pacing up commer- 
cial opportunities) You can snap a 



pair for £490. “Yes, we’ve sold a lot,” a 
Gucd spokeswoman told me. But not 
to Mrs W, I hasten to add. 

» — 

ANGELS HAVE been fluttering through 
your letterbox. They happen to be 
rather haute couture emissaries of 
heaven - the one on the First Class 


*?nng to London's angelic HQ. This is 
not St Paul’s or Westminster Abbey, but 
the National Gallery. According to its 
excellent CD-ROM catalogue, the 
gall ery has 212 works with angels. 

The very first work you see in the 
Sainsbu r yWing, The Assumption qflhe 
Virgin, attributed to Francesco Bot- 
t jpini, is chock-a-block with feathery 
spirits arranged in the rigid class 
structure of the heavsmly host- The 
Ministers (Principalities, Arcan- 
gels and Angels) area bunch of po- 
faced jobsworths, but the 
Hu ddle - ranking Governors (Do- 
minions, Virtues and Powers) are 
enjoying a bit of a dun-wag, while 
the top-notch Counsellors 
(Serap him, Cherubim and 
Thrones) are chortling away. 

Fortunately the angels in other 
masterpieces reject this tedious 
hierarchy. Sporting wings like blue 
flames, the blonde babes in the 
W2fam Diptych pose like super- 
models at a photo-shoot, their 
arms casually interlaced or draped 

around each other's shoulders. 
Lowering the tone a tut, a few raff- 
ish male angpis also bang about the 
gallery. The Archangel Michael by 
Pietro Perugino is a spit for Rory 
Bremner Having just chopped the 
head off Lucifer; here manifested as a 
snake, Piero della Francesca’s St 
Michael looks like he might be in the 
jellied eel business. Admittedly, the 
swan’s wings sprouting from his sboul- 


Christmas stamp boasts golden fin- ders would not pass without remark on 
gemails. For whatever reason, the the Old Kent Road, 
vogue for angels is stronger than ever But perhaps the most truly angelic 

this year To find out more, I popped sight is to be seen immediately outside 


the National Gallery, where stands the 
narrow cone, somewhat asymmetrical 
ftiis yean of the national Christmas 

Tree. A touching annual gift from Nor- 
way ftjs flluminated by a dancing neck- 
lace of hundreds of white bulbs. At the 

apex, they amalgamate into a solid 
point of light No medieval theologian 

would have had any doubt what he was 

looking at 

♦ 

ALONG WITH a large chunk of the pop- 
ulace, Fve spent an unusual amount erf 

time miffing round the fragrance 
counters in the last few days - 1 usu- 
ally avoid such spots for fear of those 

aftershave-squirting vampires who 
pounce on innocent male necks. Any- 
way nry eye was taken by a new scent 
naTiprf Odeur 53 from Commes des 
G argons, which enticingly describes 
itself as “an abstract anti-perfume”. 
Intrigued, I asked for more details. 
According to a press release, the 
“impressions” given by Odeur 53 
include “styrofoam radiation”, “warm 
blood", “transubstantiated bliss”, 
“cyto kinetic silences", “thunder of 
glass", “helium desires", “photocopied 
vapours", “liquid igloo”, “rivers of alu- 
minium", “musty cries", “desperation 
of forms to come”, “invisibility 
remembered” and, in slight contra- a 
diction, “no memory”. Its “ingredients” 
are said to include “nail polish”, “ulti- 
mate fusion”, “flash of metal", “mineral 
intensity of carbon”, “cellulosic smell” 
and, more tempting of all, “burnt rub- 
ber”. It’s a funny thing, but despite the 
best anti-efforts of C des G, their anti- 
scent smells quite nice. 


Spirit of the age 
Paul Vallely 


United by a fear of darkness * 


A COUPLE of years ago, an enormous 
superstore in the Japanese city of 
Osaka decided to adopt a Western 
seasonal motif to draw in customers. 
On its facade it erected a five-storey 
high Christmas scene. At the top was 
a giant star of Bethlehem. Beneath 
were angels and then shepherds. And 
in the stable at the bottom was a huge 
Santa Claus, crucified on a cross. 

It’s not only the Japanese who have 
their wires crossed when it comes to 
seasonal lighting. I am not talking 
about this year’s Oxford Street abom- 
inations, courtesy of those most festive 
products. Bird’s Eye and Tango (fish- 
fingers and fizzy orange - now there’s 
a Christinas dinner to conjure with). 
No. I am thinking of the various festi- 
vals of light around this time of year 

We have had Diwali, in which 
Hindus light small earthenware lamps 
filled with oil, traditionally in com- 
memoration of the god Rama. We are 
well into Advent when Christians 
maintain “the people who have walked 
in darkness” will see a great light when 
the Christ child is bom. And today Jews 
will light the seventh of eight candles 
marling the festival of Hanuhkah to 
mark the miracle of a single day’s 
supply of oil burning in the temple for 
eight days. 

There is something atavisticalfy 
moral about our attitude to light and 
darkness; light is wholesome, open, 
comprehensible; darkness is unknow- 
able, inexplicit and dangerous. No 
wonder that we want to bum candles 


to pierce the darkness, particularly at 
this dreary time of year. 

“We share pagan fears about the 
darkness and dress them up in our own 
theological garb," says Rabbi Jonathan 
Magonet, author of The Explorer's 
Guide to Judaism. “They go back to 
the sheer dread of that totally dark 
world in days before electric light” All 
the more alarming to our ancestors, 
then, when their great natural light 
seemed to diminish in the days up bo 
the winter solstice. The Romans con- 
fidently called it natalis solis invicti 
(the birthday of the unconquered sun). 
But older religions believed the orb 
would wane indefinitely if they did not 
chant to bring about its rebirth - 
something some people still do. ac- 
cording to Steve Paine, a witch and 
spokesman for the Pagan Federation, 
the members of which celebrate the 
solstice by lighting a Yule log or - in 
the case of more modem pagans who 
do not own a hearth - by ‘'drilling holes 
in a log and putting candles in it". 

Martin Palmer diuddes discreetly 
at the thought “Much of what we think 
of as pagan was invented by anti- 
quarians in the 17th century," says 
Palmer, who is director of the multi- 
faith International Consultancy on 
Religion, Education and Culture. “Any- 
way, there’s nothing quintessentially 
religious about partying in the dark. Its 
a common-sense strategy for getting 
through the long dismal winter. It’s 
what the different religions add on 
that’s interesting." 



Hindus receive blessings for Diwali Kalpesh Lathigra 


Or what has been altered or adapted 
in recent times. Take Diwali, which 
once centred around one of the great 
cosmic struggles between good and 
evil, in which the god Rama defeated 
the demon Ravana. “In recent years 
the emphasis has shifted from Rama 
to Lakshmi, the goddess of wealth.” 
says Palmer. “New Year festivities 
have also been added, comparatively 
late, which have nothing to do with the 
light and darkness motif.” 

There have also been changes in 
Hanukkah What was originally a 
minor festival, says Magonet, has 
grown, most particularly in Christian 
countries, to become a Jewish com- 
petitor to Christinas. Some kids get 
presents on every one of the eight days 
in a kind of one-upmanship and some 
families even call their Christmas tree 
a Hanukkah bush. 

There has been a similar shift in the 
Christmas story. There was a subtie 
ambiguity in the package as the Church 
designed it The liturgy of Advent 
speaks as much about preparing for the 
four last things - death, judgement 
heaven and hell - as it does about the 
coming of God made flesh. Wise men 
bring gifts but also prompt death 
squads and the slaughter of the inno- 
cents. The day after Nativity is the Ffeast 
of St Stephen, the first martyi; recalling 
the cost of the love the child brings. 

“But today our society does not tell 
that story," says Palmer. Increasingly 
we tell a sanitised version, or just the 
story of Santa Claus. “There is none of 


the ambiguity of real life in the secu- 
lar Christmas: you either accept it or 
rged it and sty T just work over Christ- 
mas’ or Tlh take a cottage in Wales and 
ignore it alT. Something fun damental 
is being lost - and from all the faiths." 

In part Palmer blames schools. The 
early response to the need for a multi- 
faith curriculum was to look at other 
religions through a Christian tem- 
plate - to find the Hindu or Jewish 
equivalent of feasts like Christmas. The 
attitude persists in phenomena such 
as Kwanza, the pseudo-African festival 
that American blacks have wilfully in- 
vented to replace Christmas tide (“tra- 
ditional” dish: Liberation Salad, with 
lettuce to symbolise the green of hope, 
olives for the black of African-Ameri- 
can skin and tomatoes for the blood 


shed in the struggle for equal rights). 

“What kids everywhere quickly 
worked out," says Palmer “was that 
they could use all these festivals to 
extract more presents from their 
parents. Then it became consumerisflK 
that drove the changes. So despite their 
different origins the festivals have 
received identical pa ckaging _ and 
there’s not much that can be done 
because it has all become a vital 
element in our national economic life.” 

Even the pagans have acquiesced. 
“Our main celebration is \tile," says the 
witch. Steve Paine, “but we still give our 
children their big presents on Christ- 
mas Day. It’s hard not to take part, 
though we only do it because of the chil- 
dren." Even paganism, it seems, is not 
what it was. Happy holidays! 


Days Like these 


25 DECEMBER 1942 

JOAN WYNDHAM 

(pictured), a young WAAF. 
writes in her journal 

“My first Christmas in 
Scotland. I had behaved so 
well for the last few months, 
and everyone here thought I 
was such a nice, quiet 
intellectual little girl - but 
not any more! We were up at 
the men's Mess, and it was 
fantastic - colossal buffet, 
unlimited booze. I can't 
remember when I got so 
drunk or felt so exhilarated, 
except possibly when I went 
out with my dad. I have an 
awful feeling I called the CO 
a stinker - it was one of 
those religious arguments 
about whether the popes had 
mistresses. 

A very nice pongo drove 
me home and wanted to kiss 
me but I said No, and he 
said, God. what a swine I am 
trying to take advantage of a 
gel when she's tight! 

Mama sent me a kettle - 
unobtainable up here - some 
ginger nuts, some Persian oil, 
and a beautiful silk kimono. 
The girls tell me I look the 
personification of sin in it" 



25 DECEMBER 1913 

RAYMOND ASQUITH, 
son of the prime 
minister, writes to 
Lady Diana Manners: 

“I must apologise for sending 
you Aubrey Beardsley’s 
drawings but I do so want to 
lead you back from your 
tainted and artificial ideals 
for a simpler saner more 
childlike outlook upon life. 
Anyhow they will do for 
Bonar Law’s bedroom next 
time he stays with you. Here 
we have to knock along as 
best we may without the 
faintest element of 
corruption - not a hint of 
decay, not a breath of Bakst; 
on the contrary. Christmas 
cards, Morris dances. 


children’s prattle, woolwork, 
goodwill and so forth - all 
that was ever joyous and 
clear and fresh." 


25 DECEMBER 1911 

WILLIAM LASHLX 
engineer on Scott’s last 
Antarctic expedition, 
records in his diary: 

“Christmas Day and a good 
one. We have done 15 miles 
over a very changing 
surface. First of all it was 
very crevassed and pretty 
rotten; we were often in * 
difficulties as to which way 
we should tackle it. I had the 
misfortune to drop clean 
through, but was stopped 
with a jerk when at the end 
of my harness. It was not of 
course a very nice sensation, 
especially on Christmas Day 
and being my birthday as 
well. Anyhow Mr Evans, 
Bowers and Crean hauled 
me out and Crean wished me 
many happy returns of the 
day. I thanked him politely 
and the others laughed, but 
were pleased I was not hurt 
bar a bit of a shake.” 

Ian Irvine 


The morality of dropping bombs 


X DO THE Government under- 
stand the full force of what 
wP area bombardment is doing 
and is destroying now? Are 
they alive not only to the vastness of 
the material damage, much of which 
is irreparable, but also to the harvest 
they are laying up for the future re- 
lationships of the peoples of Europe, 
as well as to its moral implications? 

I recognise the legitimacy of 
concentrated attack on industrial 
and military objectives, on airfields 
and air bases. I folly realise that in at- 
tacks on centres of war industry and 
transport, the tailing of civilians, 
when it is the result of bona fide mil- 
itary activity, is inevitable. But there 
must be a fair balance between the 
means employed and the purpose 
achieved. To obliterate a whole town 
because certain portions contain mil- 
itary and industrial establishments is 
to reject the balance. 

Let me take two crucial instances, 
Hamburg and Berlin. Hamburg con- 
tains targets of immense military 
and industrial importance. It also 
happens to be the most democratic 
town in Germany where the anti-Nazi 
opposition was strongest Injuries to 
civilians resulting from bona fide at- 
tacks on particular objectives are 
legitimate according to International 
Law. But owing to the methods used, 
the whole town is now a ruin. Un- 
utterable destruction and devastation 



Classic 

podium 

From a speech in the House 
of Lords by the Bishop 
of Chichester, George Bell, 
on the British bombing 
of German cities during 
the Second World War 
(9 FEBRUARY' 1944 ) 


were wrought last autumn. On a very 
conservative estimate, 28,000 per- 
sons were killed. 

Never before in the history of air 
warfare was an attack of such weight 
and persistence carried out against 
a single industrial concentration. 
Practically all the buildin gs , cultural, 
military, residential, industrial reli- 
gious - including the famous Uni- 


versity Library with its 800.000 vol- 
umes, of which three-quarters have 
perished - were razed to the ground. 

Berlin is four times the size of 
Hamburg. The offices of the govern- 
ment, the military, industrial, war- 
making establishments in Berlin are 
a fair target Injuries to civilians are 
inevitable. But to date, half Berlin has 
been destroyed, the residential and 
the industrial portions alike . 

Through the dropping of thou- 
sands of tons of bombs of extraordin- 
ary power, men and women have 
been lost overwhelmed in the colos- 
sal tornado of smolm, blast and flame. 
It is said that 74,000 persons have 
been killed, and that 3 million are al- 
ready homeless. The policy is oblit- 
eration, openly acknowledged. That is 
not a justifiable act of war. 

Berlin is one of the greatest cen- 
tres of art collections In the world. It 
has a large collection of Oriental and 
classical sculpture. It has one of the 
best picture galleries in Europe, com- 
parable to the National Gallery. It has 
a gallery of modem art better than the 
Tate, a museum of ethnology without 
parallel in this country. One of the 
biggest and best organised libraries 
- state and university, containing two 
and a half million books - in the world. 
It is not possible so quickly to rebuild 
libraries or galleries. It is not very 
easy to rehouse those works of art 
which have been spared. Those works 


of art and those libraries w 
wanted Cor the re-education 1 
Germans after the war. 

Why is there this inability to 
on with the moral and spiritual 
of war? Why is there this forgeth 
of the ideals hv whinh 
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to see that this progressive d 
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Our ancient fascination 

with the sky at night 
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’>15. TWO THOUSAND years after it was first 
seen by the Wise Men. astronomers are still 
h arguing about the Star of Bethlehem. 
' ■*: 4. 1 They suggest many explanations for this 
r - herald of the birth of Christ; a comet, the 
’■i:. birth or death of a star; a conjunction of 
planets, an apparent hesitation in a 
~ r . planetary orbit, or even the sighting of the 
then-unknown planet Uranus. 

One little-known feet is that the star was 
: .i-.: probably not the brilliant object portrayed 
on Christmas cards; it appears that King 
i 7 ,. Herod and all his “chief priests and 
scribes" missed it St Matthew did not use 
: j.v the affective “bright" to describe it in his 
i:. 1>T GospeL Only in the early, less reliable, 
:, f .. Christian literature does the star dazzle. 

: ' Heavenly objects did not have to be 
brilliant for the Wise Men to find them fas- 
y cinating. Hie Magi attached a significance 
to cosmic events and structures that is 
r>l- itfuite alien to the thinking of their modern 
■' ' -jounterparts. Their perspective is high- 
lighted by the translation of the Greek word 
,.tj “magi". The Authorised Version reads 
...'J this as “wise men" but the New English 
Bible opts for “astrologers". Like good 
anthropologists, we must try to see the 
* heavens through ancient eyes and minds 
to understand why this star was so sig- 
nificant in the Magi’s Babylonian society. 

The Star makes one of its rare biblical 
appearances in the Gospel according to St 
Matthew 2: 1-12, which states that: “In the 
time of King Herod, after Jesus was bom 
in Bethlehem of Judaea, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, asking, 
•Where is the child who has been bom king 
of the Jews? Fbr we observed his star at 
its rising, and have come to pay him 
f homage.'" Some theologians dismiss this 
\ V jgf/erence to the star as a story made up 
• U to satisfy the Old Testament prophecy that 
“A star shall come forth out of Jacob and 
a sceptre shall rise out of Israel". Fulfilment 
of such a prediction would have provided 
-|J succour tor the faith. 

;gj|j Matthew’s Gospel is frill of references 
Ipfj to the Old Testament, yet there is no such 
“fulfilment statement" regarding the star 
Wv If we conclude, then, that this heavenly 


apparition was real, rather than something 
; cooked up to satisfy an Old Testament 

■ S ;V' prediction, what did the Wise Men see? 
yp-j Interpreting the meagre star evidence 
,’/Ancky. When it comes to astronomy two 
. — -•.,*!’! V’Tlennia ago, there was no physical 
perspective and no astrophysics; the idea 
that planets differed from stars had not 
occurred to people. Instead, they were 
concerned with the relative position and 
motion of these points of light. Identifying 
»_- the star would also be easier if we knew 
when Jesus was born. Then we could use 
... a computer program to extrapolate from 
what we can see of the heavens today to 
what the Wise Men saw of them on that 
historic night However; we don’t have a 
..1 ” precise date for Christ’s birth. 

J ‘ - ^Hfing on the assumption that the 

'fV period in which the birth of Jesus took 
place is known - between 4BC and 7BC, 
'. some time around September or March - 
■ - - : we can draw up a shortlist of candidates 

- ' ; for the Bethlehem star. As long ago as 

AD248, Origen (Origenes Adamantius), the 
celebrated Christian writer; teacher and 
. theologian, suggested that the Bethle- 

- • hem star was a comet Perhaps it was the 

“broom star" (sui-hsmg ) - so called 
because the comet's tail appeared to be 
- sweeping the sky - that was described in 
5BC by Chinese astronomers and record- 
ed in the official history Of the Han dynasty. 

The Magi had the knowledge and 
p»hiral influences that would motivate 

It «sn to chase the comet In classical 

literature, the Magi are depicted as a 
^ religious group skilled in the observation 
5_ /i of the heavens. Prom the fourth century 
-v BC, Babylon was the centre of astronomy 

• ? JL k/ L in the known world and the Magi were 
**• important members of the Babylonian 

royal court in Mesopotamia. Moreover; 

. . Babylon had contained a thriving Jewish 
- ‘ colony since the time of the Exile in the 
13th century BC, so that the Jewish 
. * prophecies of a saviour king, the Messiah, 
may have been well known to the MagL 
... Why <tid the Wise Men follow the star? 

■' Comets were then associated with great 
rulers, and the Magi were known to have 
V- visited kings in other countries. Not 
. V - e^sryone agrees. Critics point out that 
■- Jfcemy, the second -century astronomer/ 
astrologer from Alexandria, associated 
' ■ ■ comets with misfortune. 



’ l i 


Roger 

Highfield 

Heavenly objects do not 
have to be spectacularly 
brilliant for Wse Men 
to find them intriguing 


How did the comet direct the Magi to 
Bethlehem? Given the model of the 
heavens that then prevailed, comets would 
have been regarded by the Magi as being 
below the “heavenly spheres” containing 
the stars, planets, and so on. Colin 
Humphreys, of Cambridge University, 
explains how the Magi might have thought 
of the comet as hanging over a given spot 
particularly if it was low in the sky and its 
taO was oriented vertically. This interpret- 
ation vividly fits Matthew's account: “Lo. 
the stac which they had seen in the east 
went before them, till it came and stood 
over where the young child was." 

There has, however; been some debate 
over whether the Chinese records imply 
movement typical of a comet Some British 
astronomers have suggested that the 
Chinese mistakenly categorised the object 
as a broom star when it was in fact a “guest 
star", the thermonuclear flash of a nova, 
from the Latin nova Stella, or “new star". 
This theory dates back a long way perhaps 
even to a hint in De Vein Anno, written in 
1614 by the great astronomer Johann 
Kepler A few such novas appear each yeac 
when a faint, usually unseen, star bright- 
ens by a factor of 10,000 or even 1,000,000. 
These outbursts are thought to occur in a 
binary, a pair of stars, when gases from the 
larger member fall into the smaller 
member triggering a nuclear conflagration. 

However; the same reasons that make 
the comet an attractive candidate for the 
Bethlehem star tend to disqualify the 
nova. Matthew 1:9 suggests that the object 
was later visible in the south, and a nova 
would not have moved that much. The 
location is also an unlikely one for a nova, 
given that the Bethlehem star appeared 
well away from the disc-like plane of our 
galaxy, which is lush with stars - its hazy 
cross-section is seen in the sky as the Milky 
Way - and likelier to be a stellar nursery. 

But the objective perspective of a mod- 
em astronomer may be an inadequate one 
from which to hunt for the Bethlehem star 
We need to understand who the Wise Men 
were and how they interpreted signs in the 
heavens. Astrology was widely practised 
throughout the Roman world, especially 
in that part of the Near East that included 
Judaea, and the Magi, with their detailed 
knowledge of the night skies, would have 
been unlikely to have been impressed by 
a routine event such as the appearance of 
a shooting star. They might, however 
have been moved by something in the night 
skies that would seem unremarkable to a 
modem astronomer, This is best under- 
stood by looking back at the common origin 
of astronomy and astrology. 

Before the 17th century, there was not 
the sharp dichotomy that we see today 
between astrologers (who always spout 
ambiguous rubbish) and astronomers 
(who sometimes do). At the root of both 
disciplines is our ancient fascination with 
the night sky. A holy man’s knowledge of 
the heavens conferred an ability to fore- 
tell the future, guiding him through the 
seasons, showing when to harvest and 
when to move herds. It also helped him to 
predict notable events such as a solar 
edipse or the flooding of rivers such as the 
Nile. In this restricted sense, knowledge 
of the heavens Ohnninates our destiny. This, 
however, is afar cry from the astrologer's 
supposed art of judging the occult influence 
of the stars on human affairs. 

Woe betide anyone who confuses 
astronomy and astrology today. But when 
the Wse Men gazed at the heavens, they 
glimpsed something of their destiny. Once 



Astronomers are still arguing over what precisely it was that the Three Kings followed 


we accept that the Magi had an 
astronomer's interest in the details of the 
night sky. spiced with the astrologer's 
fascination for what these details might say 
about human a f fa irs, it becomes apparent 
they' may not have seen a star at all, or 
indeed a cut-and-dried astronomical 
object, but an unremarkable cosmic event 
with remarkable symbolism. 

This fascination with cosmic symbols 
underlines one dear difference between 
the Magi and the chief priests: astrology 
was practised in Babylonian society, 
whereas it was forbidden in Jewish soc- 
iety, according to Deuteronomy 4:19 (“lest 
thee corrupt thyselves. .. lest thou lift up 
thine eyes unto heaven, and, when thou 
seest the sun, and the moon, and the stars, 
even all the host of heaven, shouldst be 
driven to worship them, and serve them"). 
That Herod was unaware of the star until 
the Magi informed him of its significance 
adds weight to this argument. 

If we accept that many Bethlehem-star 
suggestions do not take into account the 
mindset of the Wise Men, what kind of 
astrology was practised in the Near East 
during the reign of King Herod? Michael 
M olnar from Rutgers University in 
Piscataway, New Jersey, has studied Greek 
astrology as used throughout the Roman 
world, including Mesopotamia and 
Babylonia, and drawn his own conclusions: 
“By my theory Jesus would have been 
2.000 years old on 17 April 1995". His 
candidate for the Star of Bethlehem is an 
event that took place on 17 April 6BC: a 
double occultation of Jupiter by the Moon, 
when our closest neighbour moves in 
front of the giant planet. Molnar’s studies 
have suggested that this event, though of 
little significance to a modern astronomer, 
was “briUiant” in an astrological sense. 

Michael Molnar notes that astrological 


signs appeared on ancient coinage, notably 
from Antioch, the capital of the Roman 
province of Syria. On one side of each coin 
was a bust of Jupiter. On the other, Aries 
the Ram gazed back at a stac Molnar now 
believes that the coins commemorate the 
annexation of Judaea by the Romans, 
which suggests that the Romans were 
aware of important astrological portents 
involving Judaea. He considers it likely that 
what he calls “the great portent” of 17 April 
6BC was very much on their minds - the 
Romans were looking for proof that a 
Roman, not a Jew; had fulfilled the 
messianic prophecy. Aries appeared on the 
coins because it was Linked to Judaea in 
contemporary symbolism: Ptolemy men- 
tions that Judaea is under the spell of Aries. 

Molnar's argument needed another 
ingredient - the presence of a heavenly 
body to symbolise the birth of a king: “My 
initial search for a regal ‘star’ centred on 
the star of Zeus, namely the Planet Jupiter 
which invariabfy played the central role in 
horoscopes that had regal implications". 
To identify an astrological portent involv- 
ing Jupiter; he focused on lunar occul ta- 
ttoos. These are “bull's-eye" conjunctions 
in which the Moon’s disc obscures the plan- 
et Examining the likely time frame, Molar 
found only two that took place in Aries and 
thus in Judaea, occurring on 20 March 6BC 
and 17 April 6BC: “During the second oc- 
cultation, Jupi ter was precisely In the east 1 , 
an astrological terminology that Matthew 
uses to describe the Magi's star". The heav- 
ens on 17 April 6BC produced impressive 
astrological portents: “If we recreate a 
horoscopic chart for [this date]," writes 
Molnar; “we find unmistakable indica- 
tions pointing to the birth of a king of Jud- 
aea. I believe that a horoscope of that day 
was incredibly ominous - truly messianic". 

The mystery of the Star has been 


solved. Perhaps not David Hughes of 
Sheffield University, for one, believes that 
such occulta tions took place too regularly 
to be of great astrological significance. He 
is struck by the rival idea of a triple con- 
junction and argues that the Bethlehem 
triple conjunction was Jupiter, Saturn 
and the constellation of Pisces. The regal 
aspect came from Jupiter; while Saturn 
stood for both the principle of justice and 
the land of Palestine. Pisces was the sign 
of the zodiac that represented the land of 
Israel. This conjunction, claims Hughes, 
signified a potent brew of divinity kingship 
and righteousness involving the Jewish 
people and the Promised Land: “Putting 
it crudely, that is why the Wise Men went 
for Jerusalem." 

The Magi could have figured out the 
details of the triple conjunction well in 
advance. They could have watched the first 
conjunction from Babylon in May of 7BC, 
but delayed travelling until the end of the 
long, hot summer. On their way to 
Jerusalem, they could have witnessed the 
astrologically important moment when 
Jupiter and Saturn were rising at the 
instant of sunset 

As interpreted by David Hughes, the 
passage rendered in most translations of 
the Bible as “We have seen his star in the 
east” has a more specific meaning, namely 
“We have seen his star rising in the east 
as the Sun was setting". If this explanation 
is correct, the only thing that is miraculous 
is that the Magi noticed the “star" and 
made the arduous trek to witness, as they 
said, the appearance of a new king for the 
Jews. This suggests the real Christmas 
should be celebrated some time around the 
month of September, to reflect the events 
that took place in 7BC. However, given the 
patchy evidence, the Star of Bethlehem 
debate will no doubt continue. 


Barometer 

Sean O'Grady 


Turkey of the week 

Meet TVudi the turkey and her 
owner, Otlie Baker, a farmer. Mr 
Baker hand- ••-y'jaafc- . ’ “. 

reared the ■ ■ V" . 

lovely Trudi - V 
as a pet. But '.'irlsj *“:”••• * . "■ 

this turkey ' 

voted far V 

Christinas 
when she 
escaped 

from her - Mr 


fromher Mr 

own safe ; --- 

quarters to 

join Mr ~ *- •-'* • 

Baker's 1,200 (identical) birds 
that were, sadly, never going to 
see another glad, confident 
Boxing Day morning. 

Mr Baker was distraught, the 
stuffing knocked out of him. But, 
if you knew TYudi like he knew 
Thudi... Or; in his words: 
“Usually the birds are all asleep 
inside their huts but this time, 
as I got into the run, one turkey 
came towards me. I could tell 
immediately it was Trudi 
because of the way she walks. 
She seems to waddle a bit more 
than the others. I knew for sure 
it was her." 

Law lord of the week 

Another turkey. Leonard 
Hoffmann is the judge who let 

the hook by 

interest in 
human rights. 

But “Leg- 
overLenme” 

has not, in the ^^ K^g^jP 

bothered to EflWf - 
conceal his 

passionate concern for the 
human rights of StringfeUows 
babes, among others. The Lord 
Justice of Sex Appeal stopped 
going to the night spot a few 
years ago. Do all women find 
these gqys, with their sharp 
legal minds, full-bottomed wigs 
and substantial earnings 
irresistible? 




Mini of ^ 

the week 

The Austin Mini - the greatest 
car ever - celebrates its 40th 
birthday in 1999. This is Natalie 
Curtis's festively decorated 1993 
job, known, perhaps a little 
predictably, as Rudolph. He has 
a red nose, £200-worth of holly, 
crackers, mistletoe, snowflakes 
a toy reindeer and a trailer for 
presents. And (unlike certain 
small Mercedes) he's sure to 
pass the “elk test". 

Pants of the week 

Russian scientists (haven't they 
got anything better to do? » are 
developing a cocktail of bacteria 
to digest foe cotton and paper 
underpants worn by astronauts. 
Besides saving space in space 
and removing a potential health 
risk, foe methane produced 
could be used to power foe 
spacecraft There should be a 
fully working version ready by 
2017. Intergalactic transport will 
never be the same again. Eat 
my shorts, Spock. 

Image of the week 

Ffion Hague and... surely that 
can’t be foe Leader of the 
Opposition, fresh from another 
makeover? Wisely, William 
stayed away from this photo- 
opportunity, although foe shape 
of foe wabbit's head does have a 
familiar look to it 




^rookside creator Redmond 


DEATH TO the boring middle 
classes! Write them out of exis- 
tence - or at least out of Brookside 
Close. Well, that’s what Phil Red- 
mond ordered this week. The jovial 
television producer talks of his 
fiendish characters as though they 
were best friends; he also hasa pen- 
chant for gritty realism, and brings 
both them and it into our homes with 
productions such as Brookside, 
Hollyoaks and Grange Hm Not for 
him the comfortable life of Albert 
Square where just about the worse 
thing that can happen is Babs Wind- 
sor fluttering her eyelashes at you; 
Redmond prefers bodies under 
patios, incest,. drugs and contract 
killing. No wonder zqy mother would 
never let me watch Grange H&L 


Why do you think the middle 
classes are boring? 

That is a typical soundbite quote. I 
was trying to correct the view that 
I was about to take Brookside more 
middle-class, following on from 
Blair's notion that we’re all middle- 
class non; so we need to make all our 
soap operas middle-class. It just 
wasn’t true. 

Why leave the middle class out? 
Soap needs at its core working-class 
characters, because most of the 
population can still be defined in 
those terms. As a stoiytellei; I think 
there's a lot to be said about the 
needs and the problems of the 
working class. And it’s where I 
come from. 


Cold Call 

Sally Chatterton rings 
Phil Redmond 


But when I last saw ‘Hcttyoaks ’, it 
was teeming unth middle-class 
families. 

If you stand back and look at foe 
characters, I would argue foatthey 
are not middle-dass. They are just 
sligh tly more middle-dass than nor- 
mally seen portrayed on television. 

Aren’t you. perpetuating a ‘scaliy’ 
stereotype with some of your 
working-class characters? 


One of foe most frustrating things 
that you discover as a contemporary 
dramatist is that life really is made 
up of stereotypes and cliches. 
They’re true because they do exist 

Do you think that soap has a 
specific junction? 

There are so many bogus theories 
on this. But it falls on what you want 
to do asa writer I am interested in 
looking at issues. If you can engage 


an audience in a programme, you 
can then engage foan in the debates 
that are going on in sodety The 
more challeng in g you make that 
debate, the more enjoyable they 
find foe programme. 

Not just a cynical ploy to up the 
ratings, then? 

Well we do do cynical ploys; the 
explosion in Brookside, drugs in 
Grange HiU, a plane crash in 
Emmerdale. That’s part of foe skHL 

It is a cynical ploy, then? 

No. It’s part of foe crack. The fabric 
of society Is foe mundane. People 
want to see a relevancy, to touch it 
and realise that someone else is 
experiencing what they’ve exper- 


ienced. But not all the time. They also 
want a bit of spice. 

Can soap operas educate? 

It’s education with a small “e”. 
But that’s not the vocation. We’re 
there to entertain. We’ve turned the 
Reithian thing around from “edu- 
cate, inform and entertain" to “en- 
tertain, inform and educate”. I've 
learnt that if you're not talking 
about an issue that foe public is en- 
gaged in, then they will ignore it 

Soaps, then, will encourage debate 
rather than dud the brain? 

It helps create a more sympathetic 
climate for the real campaigners. 
That's foe greatest claim I’ll make 
and that gives the greatest buzz. 
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The morning-after lawsuit 

Indulging in seasonal shenanigans at the annual office Christmas party can result in something far worse than a hangover. By Meg _ 


I t was only 9.30 when events took a 
nasty turn for the worse. Dave, the 
assistant manager for a firm of es- 
tate agents in Manchester had 
been drinking since lunchtime, 
along with his boss and half of the 
department So by the time the official 
Christmas party got underway in a night- 
club nearby, spirits were high - and stom- 
achs empty. 

-’We were all on tbe dance floor having 
a good time. Dave was there too, being loud 
and aggressive, 7- a colleague recalls. “All 
of a sudden there was shouting, and then 
a crash. We turned and saw Dave and Brian 
from accounts thrashing about on the floor 
It looked pretty nasty.” 

Apparently, Dave hadn't been seeing 
eye-to-eye with Brian for some weeks. 
Office resentment fuelled by alcohol had 
turned into a violent bar-room brawl The 
dub owner angrily surveyed the wreckage 
- broken glasses and chairs and an up- 
turned table. Dave, all bruised and bolshie, 
was sacked on the spot Still the outlook 
was far worse for his boss -he began the 
New Year with a double hangover: legal 
daims for damaged property and for 
unfair dismissal 

Dave's employer lost on both counts. Li- 
able for the club owner's costs, the com- 
pany also had to pay Dave compensation. 
The employment tribunal ruled that it was 
the employer's responsibility that things 
got so out of hand. Their view was that 
Dave's bad behaviour should have been 
stopped before it was too late. 

This sorry tale is not unique. Across the 
country each Christmas, people will be 
paying more for their party excesses than 
just a hangover. The only people with 
reason to be cheerful about all this are the 
legal profession. 

“It's become a fact that misconduct 
reaches its high point at the office Christ- 
mas party.” says Irish Emblev, an assod- 
ate at the law firm Eversheds- “During the 
early months of each year, our caseload is 
dominated by employers who encourage 
staff to let their hair down - by providing 
a free bar for example - but then tiy to dis- 
cipline them for Christmas party excess- 
es such as fighting, sexual harassment 
vandalism and drug abuse." 

Interestingly, few people seem to “let go” 
in quite such a licentious way in the pri- 
vacy of their own homes. So why pick an 
office party? Perhaps it’s the potent com- 
bination of 12 months of strait-laced be- 
haviour followed by one night let off the 
leash. Often, emotions bubbling under 
during the year have a habit of surfacing 


during festive celebrations - whether 
they're sexual aggressive or otherwise. 

Take a recent case involving a male em- 
ployee who exposed himself at his office’s 
Christmas “do”. A female colleague filed 
a formal complaint On closer inspection, 
however; it emerged that she had en- 
couraged him. Others are not so lucky. In 
a separate incident, three female office 
workers set upon a male colleague, strip- 
ping him near-naked. Although he enjoyed 
the attention, a number of other staff 
members did not and filed sexualharass- 
ment charges. 


Three female workers set 
upon a male colleague , 
stripping him near naked. 
He enjoyed it, but other 
staff did not and filed 
sexual harassment charges 


Th many nfiis^ seasonal sh enanig ans are 
as traditional a part of Christmas as mince 
pies and mistletoe. It's a perceived pay-off, 
the occupational psychologist Bridget 
Hogg explains. 

“The T can drink what I like because it’s 
free' culture is underpinned by a belief that 
you work hard all year so your boss owes 
you a little fun at Christmastime,” she says. 
“But trouble starts when people think the 
office party is a truly informal social sit- 
uation. it's not” 

Behaviour that might be tolerated 
among friends could wreak long-term 
damage on working relationships devel- 
oped across the rest of the yean In other 
words, snogging, stripping and fighting 
are all no-no's if you want to retain a shred 
of dignity in the office the following morn- 
ing. Inhibitions are there for a very good 
reason - self-preservation. “It can only 
makeyour job harder ifyour staff have seen 
you doing a drunken strip in front of the 
Christinas tree,” says Debra Allcock of 
the Industrial Society. “It may sound 
party-pooperish, but seasonal goodwill 
and free alcohol is an increasingly dan- 
gerous combination.” 

Each January, the Industrial Society’s 
legal helpime is flooded witii calls from em- 
ployee trying to sort out “tric^atuations 7 ’ 
arising from the Christmas bash, she 
says: “They don't want to turn to the law 
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The heady mix of free drink and bonhomie offers a potentially explosive outlet for pent-up passions 


and thqy go to extremes to sort things out 
amicably, but sometimes there's not an- 
other choice.” 

IiKadentsrtxigl^divi^ 
abuse, both physical and verbal; and ha- 
rassment, both sexual and radaL In almost 
every case, however; alcohol is the cata- 
lyst The heady mix of free drink and bon- 
homie offers a potentially explosive outlet 
for pent-up passions which have been qui- 
etty simmering fir the rest of the year; says 
David Berry, who runs a personnel coun- 
selling service for a City finance firm. 

“If someone feels constantly put down, 
or thinks foat a colleague is regularly 
invading their space, it is at Christmas that 
all of these pressures come to ahead,” he 


explains. “Work-related insecurities and 
inter-office rivalries that are kept in check 
for the rest of the year can bubble over 
in the apparently informal surroundings 
of the office Christmas party - with dis- 
astrous results.” 

By tbe same measure, mild flirtation can 
develop into full-blown passion with just 
a few glasses of Chardonnay. Which is all 
fine and well if both parties are consent- 
ing, less so if the attention is unsolicited 
and unwelcome. 

Eversheds highlights a number of sce- 
narios regularty making appearances in toe 
New Year caseload. There is the furtive 
return to company premises after the 
Christmas “do” to have sex with a col- 


league - often dear grounds for unlawful 
entry. Or the Christmas party where part- 
ners are Invited too. A number of cases 
have arisen from guests who, jealous of at- 
tend on being paid tb dr spouse by a ^am- 
orous co -worker, end up in a fight 

Then there's rowtty behaviour - and 
we’re not just talking about the office riff- 
raff. Another case involved a company 
which took its senior staff to a restaurant 
for a festive meaL Half of the directors were 
subsequently arrested afterlight-hearted 
roll-throwing with a rival department on 
a neighbouring table got out of hand and 
punches were thrown. The restaurant 
filed for damages - and won. 

Disciplining the wrong-doers, however; 


David ModdlfKatz 

is not a dear-cut affair. “Often, alcohol is 
viewed to be the mitigating circumstance,” 
Ms Embley explains. True, you shouldn’t 
drink to excess and abuse your colleagues, 
but if your employer has provided the 
booze, then it has an obligation to ensure l 
it is consumed responsibly. P. 

In one recent case, a high-street retailer 
sacked a couple for lewd behaviour at a 
Christmas parly in front of colleagues and 
invited guests. The pair took their ex-em- 
ployer to a tribunal for unfair dismissal - 
and won. The reason? No one had at- 
tempted to tell than that their behaviour 
was unacceptable and one of the compa- 
ny’s directors had actually appeared to 
have egged them on. 
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EACH YEAR, one or two 
sporting moments lodge 
themselves in the folk memory 
and this year’s brace happened 
within 20 minutes of each other, 
when England played Argentina 
in the World Cup. I may have 
forgiven David Beckham for his 
lapse that day. Certainly, I am 
able once more to marvel at his 
skill with free kicks, and I can 
even bring myself to feel slightly 
sorry that he and Posh can't go 
out for a quiet drink like any 
other young couple. 

But who can have forgotten 
the characteristic outburst of 
petulance that makes him the 
foil-guy of a perfect modem 
cautionary tale? Fbr me. 
Beckham is like one of the 
mythological heroes of the 
ancient world combined with 
The Boy Who Played With 
Matches (and ended up burnt to 


a cinder;, as told to me by 
my mother when 1 was a 
small boy. 

This week 1 pressed this 
cautionary tale into action when 
my own sometimes petulant 
seven -year- old, Darcy, came 
home from school seething with 
indignation that he had been 
given a detention: all be and his 
friend had done, he told us. was 
to step in and prevent a third 
boy from being pushed around 
after football in the playground. 

“I didn't start it, and it 
wasn't my fault." he insisted. In 
fact as Darcy made pretty 
clear, his behaviour had been 
little short of heroic, and he 
rubbed it in by ostentatiously 
writing a Christmas card to his 
co -accused in which he pledged 
to carry on “protecting’' 
their friend. 

His PR campaign worked 


well enough to send me in to 
discuss the matter with his 
teacher. An experienced reader 
of junior spin-doctoring, she 
left me in little doubt that, for 
from being some awful mistake, 
Darcy's detention was 
richly deserved as the 
culmination of a term's worth 
of niggling infractions. 

This left me in a quandary: 
how was T to explain to Darcy 
that while I applauded his anti- 
buliying sentiment, I also 
supported his teacher's 
disciplinary action? 

So I told the tale of David 
Beckham, The Boy Who Lost 
the World Cup. “Remember 
when England played Argentina 
in France *38?" I asked Darcy. 
He cast his mind back across 
the dim mists of time to last 
summer. “Remember when 
Michael Owen scored that 


The grown-up 
kid who gets 
paid to play 
Lego all day 


My Week 

FIVE DAYS IN THE LIFE OF MARK CAMPBELL, 34, A LEGO DEMONSTRATOR AT 
HAMLEYS IN LONDON. THIS WEEK, OVER 80,000 CUSTOMERS VISIT EVERY 
DAY. MARK, A DESIGN GRADUATE, HAS WORKED THERE FOR SEVEN YEARS. 
HE LIVES IN FOREST HILL, SOUTH LONDON, WITH HIS WIFE MONIQUE 
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Sunday 

, < \*People say I've got Peter Plan syn- 
drome - that I'm a boy who can't 
grow up. But this truly is the best job 
in the world. I get paid to play with 
toys all day. What could be better? 

I wasn’t even on the rota today, 
but I popped in to say hello and help 
out with some new Lego Mind- 
storm games which we’ve got in. I 
only meant to stay an hour, but as 
soon as I walked onto the shop 
floor I was mobbed. People realise 
you’re a demonstrator and suddenly 
v*ta’re surrounded by customers 
their questions. 

I did some last-minute Christmas 
shopping in the afternoon, and went 
back home to put my feet up. 

Monday 

The day started just like it always 
does with a coffee at Charing Cross 
Station. The guy at the counter 
knows exactly how I like it- vanilla 
and sugar - and it sets me up for the 
morning until the tea break at 11.30. 

Ibday was mayhem. Some days 
you understand what it must be like 
to work in MacDonalds: it's nine 
Jiours of constant noise, kids, pan- 
<^monium. I have this trick to keep 
* toe calm - 1 force myself to smile for 
10 seconds, even if I'm feeling mis- 
erabie or stressed Those 10 seconds 
usually give me just enough time to 
mellow out again. 


A sweet Oriental woman came in 
wanting to exchange some toys. 
She just kept saying *1 no want”, over 
and over again. It turned out the 
goods weren’t even from Hamleys, 
they were from Harrods. I was 
shouting “Harrods” at her She was 
shouting “Hamleys” at me. “Ybu go 
Khightsbridge,’’ I said It went on for 
ages, but in the end we sorted it 
Loads of the customers don’t speak 
English. You get very good at mim- 
ing what you’re trying to say. 

People ask the most daft ques- 
tions. “Where’s the fourth floor?” 
was today’s classic. 

Tuesday 

I came in early at 8J30am to tidy up 
the floor after the hysteria from the 
day before. During the night, people 
come in to re-stock the shelves, but 
there's usually stuff that needs to be 
tidied up. 

You'd be amazed at the mess peo- 
ple leave. They’ll tear open a box, 
have a look at the toy and if they de- 
cide they don’t want it, just leave it 
lying around 

I spent the rest of the day show- 
ing people how all the new Lego 
games work. I used to work in the 
skate department - my job was to 
skate around the store all day. When 
they put me on to Lego, I wasn’t sure 
what I was in fbn I thought Lego was 
just boring red and white bricks. But 


nowadays you can get amazing 
things - interactive Lego; Lego 
winch links up to your computer The 
next big thing is going to be Star 
Wars Lego to tie in with the prequel 
next year. We've already had people 
ringing up about it. 

Anyway, today I was on my hands 
and knees showing people how all 
the stuff works. A seven-year-old kid 
came up to me and said “I can do 
it better than you”, which was a bit 
humiliating. We also had this Dutch 
guy who bought eight Lego Mind- 
storms for his staff. At £160 each, it 
was the best sale of the day. 

Loads of men in their thirties 
come in and ask about the Lego. I've 
even served men who look like 50- 
year-old bankers in suits. Some- 
times, they pretend that their kids 
are the ones who are interested but 
you can tell by the look on their feces 
that it's really them. 

I went to see a heavy metal band 
called Rob Zombie in the evening. 
They were playing at the Astoria chib 
and they were great You can't turn 
up to a gig like that in your Lego T- 
shirt so I got changed at work into 
“normal” clothes and went straight 
from the store. 

Wednesday 

Today was Fhrby day. We got a de- 
livery, and by the time I was in at 
8.30am there were already dozens 
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amazing goal, but Beckham got 
himself sent off and so England 
lost?” Yes, he remembered it, 
but so what? “Well. Beckham 
was the one who was fouled so 
he didn’t start it, and the 


Argentine player wasn’t 
punished at all,” 1 explained. 

“But it was Beckham who 
kicked out and got himself sent 
off. which meant England were 
out of the World Cup. He often 
behaves like that and gets away 
with it. but this time he was 
punished Now you could say it 
was unfair on Beckham - and 
it was.” I suggested "But 
everyone still blames him 
because it was silly to react in 
the way he did" 

It occurred to me at this 
point that the referee has the 
enormous advantage of meting 
out justice on a summary basis. 
It may be uneven, even random 
at times, but it is dispensed on 
the spot and there is little 
point in taking issue with it - 
indeed, it is against the rules 
even for adult players to argue 
with the referee. 


Few sensible people would 
advocate a return to the 
barbarities of corporal 
punishment, but the quasi- 
ju dicia] disciplinary codes that 
have replaced it with their 
various grades of offence 
leading up to detention during 
or after school, have lost that 
instant link between crime and 
retribution. The whole lengthy 
process breeds a legalistic 
culture in which arguing back is 
not only the norm, it becomes a 
sacred right Teachers become 
judges and children barrack- 
room lawyers, with parents 
wheeled in for special occasions 
like cut-rate QCs. And, as any 
parent will tell you, the endless 
argument over why a certain 
infringement was wrong is 
often just as wearing as the 
offence itself 
All of which leaves the 


referee on the sports field, with 
his whistle and colour-coded 
cards, as the last exponent of 
summary justice in our world. 
Semi-judicial committees may 
impose or lengthen bans 
on any player who infringes, 
but they can’t overturn a 
sending off as yet - the referee 
still wields absolute power in 
his domain. 

Recognising this. I once 
bought a set of yellow 3nd red 
cards from my local sports shop 
as an aid to discipline at one of 
the bqys 1 birthday parties. 
Naturally, it didn’t work Guests 
goaded me and thumped each 
other under my very nose in the 
quest of cards: each one wanted 
to the be the first to score red. 
People moan about the 
hardship of being a ref these 
day’s - but it's much harder 
being a teacher or a dad. 
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Mark Campbell demonstrates an intelligent’ Lego toy to young John Yates 


of people queuing up outside. Some 
of them had actually stood out there 
all night. 

We’d tried to keep everyone calm 
by handing out tickets, and ex- 
plaining that customers were only 
allowed one FVirby each, but when 
it came to it there was just over-the- 
top insanity wherever you looked. 
People running into the shop shout- 
ing “I need a Fluty!". I was even of- 
fered money by one bloke who 
arrived after w’e’d sold out. 

It amazes me how passionate 


people get You'd think the world has 
gone mad. But, on the other hand, 
these people just want to buy their 
children exactly what they want It’s 
Christmas, and nothing else matters. 

By the end of the day, my feet re- 
alty ached You’re supposed to wear 
smart polished shoes but some- 
times I'U wear Doc Martens in- 
stead When you’re standing up all 
day, your feet feel like murder by the 
time you get home. I was exhaust- 
ed when I got in, so I watched an 
Eddie Izzard video on ray new wide 


screen television. Til always watch 
comedy if Tm feeling stressed out 
It usually does the trick, and I'm in 
a good mood again. 

Thursday 

We started getting calls for Fll7 
fighter plans today, and B52 
bombers. It took a few seconds to 
catch on to why, but kids had seen 
stuff on television about bombing in 
Iraq and suddenly they get it into 
their beads that the}' want to act out 
what's been happening. 


Ill' 'I I 

Mark Chilvers 

It's been really busy over the last 
few days on the Lego floor. Last 
week we took £46,000 in the Lego de- 
partment alone, and it looks like well 
match that this week too. 

In the evening Monique and I 
went to see Boy George and Culture 
Club. I was a bit embarrassed to 
admit to people that I was going - 
“It was my wife’s idea" I kept say- 
ing. But I was amazed. I had a re- 
ally great time. 

Interview by 
Louise France 


How Dick Barton invented the soap star 

Post-war Britain was addicted to ‘Dick Barton, Special Agent’ but it all ended in tears in a row over pay. John Crace met the actor who walked out 
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Noel Johnson resigned from ‘Dick Barton’ over money 


Huw Evans 


I’VE COME to a small village 
outside Cardiff to visit Noel 
Johnson. “Did you know he 
was Dick Barton?" says a 
friendly septuagenarian whom 
I stop to ask for directions. Er, 
yes I did actually. In feet, that’s 
why Tm here. Even though he 
has spent a lifetime in theatre 
and television, he is still best 
known for the title role in 
Britain’s first soap sensation, 
the radio series Dick Barton, 
Special Agent more than 50 
years ago. 

If Johnson is annoyed by 
this, he doesn't show it, and 
launches into his well- 
rehearsed Dick Barton patter. 
How he was delighted at the 
thought of a regular income - 
even if it was only £18 a week. 
How thqy all used to laugh out 
kwd at the absurdity of some of 
the scripts. Yet there is no Dick 
Barton memorabilia on view in 
bis flat There are photos of him 
in various stage productions 


and umpteen biogs of the 
theatre's great and good, but if 
Barton's in there, he’s in deep 
coven This is partly modesty - 
at 82 years old, Johnson's got 
better things to do than create 
a shrine to himself -but it may 
also reflect a lingering am- 
bivalence about Dick Barton. 

These days, actors are 
happy to become identified as 
a fictional character in a long- 
running soap, as it guarantees 
them a life of C-list celebrity 
stardom. But Johnson was the 
first person to whom this hap- 
pened. He became famous 
simply because of the charac- 
ter be played. To the public.he 
was Dick Barton. This made 
him uncomfortable, primarily 
because his acting talents went 
unrecognised, but also because 
of the prevailing snobbishness 
within the profession. 

“I was aware that Val Giel- 
gud [BBC's head of drama and 
brother of the more famous 


John] always bated the show 
for being so downmarket" 

Johnson had been a well- 
established actor for more than 
10 years before he was offered 
the part of Barton by the 
producer Martyn Webster. 

“Once I had made sure I 
could still do other work. I 
eagerly accepted,” he says. 
“Even though the money was 
poor, it was stiff regular work.” 

First broadcast on 7 October 
1946 within months, millions of 
listeners were tuning in. Dick 
Barton became a phenomenon. 
It was anticipated that the show 
would attract an exclusively 
adult audience, but it rapidly 
became essential listening for 
a generation of children. Good 
news for the ratings was bad 
news for Johnson. 

“Barton was a proper char- 
acter at first,” he says- "He 
drank, he smoked and had a 
girlfriend. As soon as the 
producers cottoned on to the 


feet we had a youth audience, 
they felt they had to become 
moral guardians." 

Outwent all the interesting 
vices. Despite feeling Barton 
had been emasculated, 
Johnson was never less than 
professional, week-in. week- 
out for two and a half years, he 
did just that But if the public 
was lapping it up, Johnson was 
less than enthusiastic. His 
voice had become so familiar 
that he had become type-cast 
and many producers wouldn’t 
touch him; the well-paid com- 
mercial spinoffs were artisti- 
cally unsatisfying; worst of all, 
he felt that the BBC didn't ^ want 
to dilute its best asset and was 
preventing him from getting 
other work without offering 
any compensation. So John- 
son did the unthinkable. He left 

“I went straight into a West 
End play 71 he said. “Needless to 
say it flopped.” 

The BBC, meanwhile, tried 


to make him change his mind. 
“They asked me to name my 
price. I said: ‘£100 per week.’ 
They said: it sounds like you 
want danger money.’ That’s 
precisely what I want’ I replied. 
And that was the end of it." 

Johnson went on to make 
many theatre and TV appear- 
ances, most recently in A 
Dance to The Music of Time 
and A Touch of Frost. 

But nothing he has done has 
brought him anything ap- 
proaching the recognition of 
Dick Barton. So does Britain’s 
first soap star, who made next 
to nothing out of it, feel when 
he sees EasfEnders actors 
malting a small fortune? “Fve 
never watched EastEnders,” he 
replies. Noel Johnson always 
was one of the old school. 

A stage version of ‘Dick 
Barton, Special Agent is on at 
tfi£ Warehouse Theatre, Crog- 
don msi-wmot 
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Professor Paul L. Hancock 


PAUL L. HANCOCK was a geologist 
who latterly added the analysis of 
classical ruins to the repertoire of 
stratagems he amassed during a 
bustling life in order to trace the 
fracture and buckling of the 
Earth's crust 

He was mindful of the danger of 
reading too much into toppled 
columns and cracked architraves, 
but did not therefore dismiss ar- 
chaeological evidence as ambiguous 
nor dte it merely for decoration. In- 
stead he characteristically em- 
barked, not many months ago, on a 
programme of research with col- 
leagues in civil engineering and 
computer science to determine the 
kind of damage which was unam- 
biguously seismic. A blunt undis- 
criminating weapon would thereby 
become a sensitive and revealing 
probe with which to extend the 
lamentably short instrumental and 
documentary earthquake record, 
and thus make possible the assess- 
ment of seismic risk in locations 
where major earthquakes are 
spaced millennia apart 


UNITY LISTER was a formidable 
Tbry matron who liked to smoke 
large and expensive cigars. She 
was a long-serving member of the 
London County Council and its suc- 
cessor body, the Greater London 
Council - from 1949 to 1983, and as 
Deputy Chairman in 1963-64 - and 
a passionate believer in Britain's 
place at the centre of Europe. To 
this end she served as a member 
of the executive of the European 
Union of Women from 1971, and 
was a member of the European 
Movement and the Conservative 
Group for Europe. 

In 1970, when I was working at the 
Conservative Research Depart- 
ment I was detailed to act as sec- 
retary to an outfit of which I had 
never heard. The outfit was the 
Conservative Outside Organisations 
Womens Committee, and its matron 
was Unity Lister. Somewhat to 
my surprise I found her to be a 
woman possessed both of steely 
intelligence and immense charm. 

The immediate purpose of the 
committee was to encourage Tbry 
women to join non-party organisa- 
tions with charitable purposes and 
to express the party's view on all 
matters connected with social wel- 
fare. It was the brainchild of Joan 


A search for ever greater refine- 
ment marked the studies of more 
conventional structural geology that 
occupied the bulk of Hancock’s ca- 
reen starting with a PhD thesis en- 
titled “A Structural Analysis of the 
Orielton Anticline, Pembrokeshire", 
through die many publications and 
lectures that were to follow, but al- 
ways set against the grander re- 
gional setting: in the Alps, the 
Pyrenees, Arabia, the Aegean, Tai- 
wan and the United States, as 
well as in Scotland, Wales and thq 
Wbst Country. 

Hancock was bom in 1937, in Lon- 
don. Educated at Sheen Grammar 
School and at Durham University be 
was awarded a first class degree in 
geology. He gained his PhD in 1963. 
Following two years as DSIR (De- 
partment of Scientific and Industri- 
al Research) Research Fellow in 
Cambridge he was appointed as- 
sistant lecturer in geology at Not- 
tingham College of Technology and 
as lecturer in geology at Strathclyde 
and (in 1967) at Bristol, where he 
remained for the rest of his life. 


Mindful of the 
danger of reading 
too much into 
toppled columns , 
he embarked on 
research to decide 
what damage was 
unambiguously 


seismic 



Han cock was awarded the LyeH 
Fund of the Geological Society of 
London in 1978. He was promoted to 
Reader in 1981 and was elected to 
a personal Chair in 1995. 

Hancock’s own view of his scien- 
tific progress emphasised an early 
interest in brittle rock deformation 
when its study was not yet fashion- 


able, and his later switch from an- 
cient structures to those currently 
deforming during earthquakes, 
which took him to an area where his 
studies were to become classics - 
the Aegean. And it was here that 
the research into historical earth- 
quakes gained chronological preci- 
sion from his fascination with 


travertine, the spring-laid calcare- 
ous deposits which sometimes per- 
mit the extent and age of later 
faults to be established. 

A further development, which 
friatfultyfused his experience of rock 
fracturing and active deformation, 
was to use such fractures as dues 
to the pattern of stresses that pre- 
vails in a specified area. This work 
was of evident importance not 
just to seismologists but also to ge- 
ologists engaged in evaluating 
petroleum reservoirs. 

Hancock combined great dignity 

with affability; and deification to his 
work with a generosity of spirit 
which doubtless helped him en- 
dure, and perhaps even enjoy the 
countless international commis- 
sions, editorial boards and commit- 
tees on which he selflessly sat 

He was an invited or keynote 
speaker at a dozen scientific con- 
ferences and gave papers at some 
40 others. He attended a similar 
number of research cofloquia round 
the world. He edited and rewrote 
countless manuscripts so that 


the ideas of others could blossom 
and be heard. 

One mig ht wish he had done less 

for his subject in this tangential w^r 

so he could have profited it 
mare lastingly by setting down his 
jrfpgs in greater detail. But his own 

assessment reveals that to damn cmi- 

fer mnoPBATui (m^piiggnnsas the en- 
emies nf a^dBmig pi'omise is a mean 
and short-sighted perspective; Han- 
cock proudly listed in his CV some of 


coe, an Englisb-lai^uage journal ^ 

voted to the countries bordering the 
i There are also 


intur naii ffnai scientific collabora- 
tion and exchange, his contribution 
to an annual Kr» snra s advanced 
school in Itaty and his successful col- 
laboration with archaeological col- 
leagues at Bristol. Indeed, he fists 

yet mare diores arid responsibilities 

among his honours and rewards. 

A fine teacher; Hancock filled 
visiting professorships at A1 Ain, 
Bahia Rtonra, Istanbul Florence, Al- 
berta and Rena A lasting monument 

to his industry is the Journal qf 
Structural Geology, which he found- 
ed in 1978. (Not content with this, he 
later co-fotmded Annales Tectani- 


vuieu w we — - , 

Mediterranean.) Thereare ateo 
eight books which he co-edited and 
two, including Co ntinenid affir- 
mation (1994), which he edited sofo- 
wis 59 research articles mdude 
important studies of strata analysis, 
earthquake prediction, the North 
Anatolian fault, and travertine at Fa- 
mukkale talhrfcey The proceeding 
of a conference on Volcanoes, Earth- 
quakes and Archaeology that he 

helped to convene in 1997 are in the 

press. His ideas will be developed 
and his ideals cherished by the re- 
search students from the UK and 
Turkey Arabia, Greece, Spain and 
Lebanon who were to become Han- 
cock’s collaborators and champions. 

CLAUDIO VTEA-FlNZI 



Paid Lewis Hancock, geologist: 
bom London 26 March 1937; Lec- 
turer in Geology . Bristol University 
1967-81, Reader 1981-9 5, Professor 
qf Neotectonics , 1995-98; twice 
married (one son, one daughter); 
died Bristol 9 December 1998. 


Adrian Ryan 


ADRIAN RYAN was the most unas- 
suming of painters. He enjoyed the 
friendship and respect of many 
better-known artists - among them 
John Minton. Francis Bacon, Peter 
Lanyon and Patrick Heron - but be 
never sought worldly success, and 
so was not accorded the recognition 
be undoubtedly deserved. 

He belonged to an old-fashioned, 
gentlemanly school that found some- 
thing vulgar in the overt pursuit of 
sales: he never painted solely to ap- 
pease his critics or his public. He was 
a genuinely modest and self-effacing 
man, and was quietly amused to be 
given a GulbenMan prize awarded 
specifically to neglected artists. 

Ryan was born in Hampstead in 
1920; his childhood was divided be- 
tween the family homes of Hin tie- 
sham Han in Suffolk, and Villa Santa 
Lucia at Cagnes-sur-Mer. Both his 
parents were painters, and his father 
Vivian Ryan, who was deaf and dumb, 
particularly encouraged him. After 
Eton, he trained briefly as an ar- 
chitect before joining the Slade dur- 
ing its wartime evacuation in Oxford. 

Excused military service on med- 
ical grounds, he was able to set him- 
self up as an artist whilst most of his 
contemporaries were still in uniform. 
His first studio in Tite Street was 
shared with Augustus John's son Ed- 
win. and one of his most important 
early alliances was formed in 
Chelsea with Matthew Smith. These 
two unlikely campaigners once 
went electioneering in Hartlepool 
for a wealthy liberal patron of 
Smith's, Ryan acting as chauffeur 
and Smith squeaking high-pitched 
exhortations to the voters. 

Ryan was taken up by Rex Nan 
Krvell at the Redfern Gallery, who 
gave him his first exhibition in 1943; 
four more followed during the next 
decade. One of the first to buy his 
work was the painter and collector 
Edward Le Bas, whose support 
conferred an enviable degree of 
distinction on the young artist 

Like Le Bas, Ryan inherited en- 
ough money - in his case from his 
grandfather; Sir Gerald Ryan - to 
build an impressive collection of pic- 
tures, predominantly of the French 
painters with whom he felt a special 
affinity including Bonnard, Modigl- 
iani, Utrillo and Soutine. In this he 
was encouraged notably by his 
friend Eardley Knoliys, from whose 
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Love Lane, Mousehole fay Ryan, who lived and worked in the Cornish port from 1945 to 1951 and from 1959 to 1965 


Estate of Adrian Ryan 


Storran Gallery many of his 
purchases were made. 

Later the failure of his brother’s 
ambitious farming projects obliged 
him to disperse the collection, and 
also to seek a regular income from 
teaching. He joined the staff erf Gold- 
smiths’ College in 1948. and taught 
at Cambridge College of Art He was 
a committed, if taciturn, tutor who 
preferred to give individual advice, 
and was as often to be found in a 
nearby pub as in the teaching 
studios. He retired in 1983. 

Ryan was a natural and prolific 
painter, who never contemplated a 
life away from the easel nor trav- 
elled abroad without a clutch of 
sketchbooks in which to record im- 
pressions for later translation on to 


canvas. Because he lived and 
worked at Mousehole in Cornwall for 
two periods - from 1945 to 1951 and 
from 1959 to 1965 - he was often as- 
sociated with the nearby colony of 
artists at St Ives. He had many links 
there - in particular with Peter 
Lanyon, Sven Berlin and Patrick 
Heron, who had been one of his first 
champions in the New Statesman 
and elsewhere - and he exhibited in 
the third and last exhibition of the 
Crypt Group, the breakaway faction 
of the St Ives Society of Artists, in 
1948. But Ryan was unimpressed by 
his friends' enthusiasm for ab- 
straction, and he continued to paint, 
away from the excitement for Ab- 
stract Expressionism, in an idiom 
derived from the Ecole de Paris. 


Landscapes of Cornwall France 
and later Suffolk were rendered in 
vivid colour; and with free, expres- 
sive brush strokes. StflHifes pro- 
vided his favourite subjects (he 
wrote a short handbook on still-fife 
painting) - delicious assemblies, in 
particular of oysters, crayfish, her- 
rings and other seafood, which 
sometimes betray an unexpected 
undertone of disquiet 

These he showed regularly with 
the London Group and at the Royal 
Academy’s Summer Exhibitions. 
He was given exhibitions at the M2- 
nories in Colchester in 1964 and 1985; 
and latterly two shows under the 
auspices of the National Trust “A 
Kettle of Fish” at Sutton House in 
London in 1994 and “Tbur Seasons' 9 


at Petworth the following year; in- 
troducing him to a new audience. Al- 
though his work was bought by the 
late Galley and by public museums 
abroad, much of the best remains in 
private hands. A foil retrospective is 
certainty overdue. 

Adrian Ryan’s easy charm and 
dry ironic humour were appreciat- 
ed by many. He could be free with 
his affections, but be never lost the 
loyalty of his forma- lovers. He is sur- 
vived by all three of his wives and by 
three daughters. 
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James beechey 


Adrian James Ryan, painter, bom 
London 3 October 1920; thrice 
married ( three daughters); died 
London 15 December 1998. 






Dame Unity Lister 






She presided over 
the debate with 
humour and 
aplomb, but also 
with the strict 
sense of control 
which marked all 
her public 
appearances 


Varley, then a senior functionary at 
Conservative Central Office, whohad 
noted that Labour activists -and La- 
bour ^ views - seemed over- influential 
in non-political organisations. 

Joan Vartey and I were paid party 
officials. But the public faces of the 
committee - and the two who exer- 
cised its real musde- were Unity Lis- 
ter ami Sarah Morrison. They had the 
inestimable advantage of enjoying the 
complete trust of the party leader 
Edward Heath, Lister because ofher 
marked EurophOia, Morrison be- 


cause of her extensive knowledge 
of matters concerned with the 
operation of the Welfare State. 

With the influence of these 
formidable women behind it, the 
committee’s remit was steadily ex- 
tended, and included the drafting of 
the Toiy response to Barbara (now 
Lady) Castle’s Equal Opportunities 
Bin and the preparation of the party’s 
argument for entry into the (then) 
European Economic Community. 

Unity Wbbley was born at Wool- 
wich in 1913, the daughter of a doe- 


ton Her mother was a fervent Quak- 
es ami she thus grew up imbued with 
the ideals of public service. Her 
wider consciousness was expanded 
Ity attendance at a Fr ench finishing 
school and, lateral the Sorbonne. She 
had a particular facility for foreign lan- 
guages, and this earned her an im- 
portant post in the Military Censor’s 
office during the Second World War 

In 1940 she married an old school 
friend, Sam listen a mechanical en- 
gtaeer who ran a small family firm 
of manufacturers. Her husband had 


a keenly developed interest in local 
government, and became a Wool- 
wich councillor. When it was sug- 
gested that he stand for the LCC, 
however, he demurred, and pro- 
posed his wife instead. She was 
duty elected in 1949 and served as 
an exceptionally effective deputy 
chairman between 1963 and 1964. 

This apprenticeship served her 
well when she came to face her 
greatest opportunity in political life, 
which was also her greatest triaL She 
had, over the years, risen effortlessly 
through the voluntary ranks of her 
party and, in 1971, was chairman of 
the National Union of Conservative 
and Unionist Associations, and thus 
had the duty of talcing the chair at 
the party conference that yean 
Ihe job of conference chairman in 
1971 was a peculiarly difficult one. On 
the one hand, the exhilaration born 
of an unexpected general election vic- 
tory in 1970 had not worn off. On the 
other, the party was riven by doubts 
about the wisdom of the leadership’s 
policy for entry into the EEC, doubts 
fuelled by the passionate rhetoric of 
the foremost political orator of the 
day Enoch PowelL 

Lister presided over the fervent 
and turbulent debate on European 
policy - there were 125 amend- 


ments to the substantive motion - 
with humour and aplomb, but also 
with the strict sense of control 
which marked all her public ap- 
pearances. Not least because ofher 
efficacy the policy of the Government 
was carried tty a resounding ma- 
jority. She was rewarded the follow- 
ing year by being appointed DBE. 

One of the first things I - and 
many others -found in working with 
Unity Lister was her utter lack of 
pomposity. She exercised great au- 1 
thority, but she never pulled rank. 
She could - and did - use great 
charm, but she never cajoled. She 
had a marked force of personality 
but she never used it to browbeat an 
opponent However; if one left her 
company having disagreed with her, 
one was left with a feeing of sadness 
that one had disappointed her. 


Patrick Cosgrave 


Unity Viola Lister, politician: bom 
London 9 June 1913; Member, LCC 
1949-65, GLC 1965-83, Deputy 
Chairman 1963-64 ; OBE 1958, DBE 
1972; Chairman, Women’s National 
Advisory Committee 1966-69 ; Chair- 
man, National Union qf Conserva- 
tive and Unionist Associations 
1970-71; married 1940 Samuel Lister 
(died 1995); died 15 December 1998. 


TO THE pleasure of women every- 
where and that of many stray hus- 
bands (although not necessarily at 
the same time or for the same rea- 
sons), Hazel Bishop’s greatest 
achievement, in a life that saw suc- 
cess in business, finance and 
academics, was cooking up the 
first kissproof lipstick ("stays on 
you . . . not on him -) in a kitchen 
fitted out as a laboratory. 

It was soon after the Second 
World War that Bishop, a trained 
chemist developed a non-dxying, 
non -irritating, long-wearing lipstick. 
Her revolutionary formulation 
contained hi gh amounts of staining 
dyes called bromo acids and, 
in 1950, she formed Hazel Bishop 
Inc to manufacture and sell 
her discovery. 

u Never again need you be 
embarrassed by smearing friends, 
children, relatives, husband, sweet- 
heart" the eariy advertising said, 
noting that older formulations tend- 
ed to leave marks on glas ses, ciga- 
rettes and teeth. Moreover; the new 
brand did not have to be applied 
several times a day. 

When it was introduced, at $1 a 
tube, it found instant public accep- 
tance and soon captured 25 per 
cent of the East-growing lipstick 
market setting the company on a 
collision course with Revlon in what 
became known as “the lipstick 
wars”. However; Bishop was locked 
in a feud with her company's ma- 
jority shareholder and left the com- 
pany in 1954 in settlement of ag 
lawsuit She set up Hazel Bishop 
Laboratories to produce household 
and personal care products, but 
ran into more legal problems with 
her former partner and lost the 
right to sell or promote products 
under her own name. 

Bishop then became, by turns, a 
stockbroker; a financial analyst spe- 
cialising in cosmetics companies, 
and finally in 1980, she took up the 
Revlon Chair in Cosmetics Market- 
ing at the Fashion Institute of 
Technology in Manhattan. 

Hazel Bishop was born in 
Hoboken, New Jersey, in 1906. Her 
father ran a dozen successful busi- 
nesses from shops along the town's 
main street. On one occasion, he 
brought Santa Claus to town on an 
elephant to advertise his sweetshop. 
“The family talk around the dinner 
table always concerned business,” 
Bishop recalled. 

After graduating from Barnard 
College in Manhattan, New York, 
Bishop planned to go to medical 
school but the stock market crash 
forced her to take a job with a der- 
matologist investigating allergies 
and cosmetics. 

During the Second World War 
she worked as an organic chemist 
for what is now Exxon, where 
she discovered the cause of de- 
posits affecting superchargers of 
aircraft engines. 

She was a demure woman with 
hazel eyes and a weakness for hats, 
and never married. During her 

£“*5 i. she explained, she 
had felt the obligation to keep her 
widowed mother company. Yet the 
woman who invented kissable lip- 
stick and always mixed her own was 
able to offer sage advice. 

“Women should use make-up to 
accentuate their most attractive 
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hi™ °I thereabouts - personality 

JSSSi 6 * mcr easingly more 
attractive feature." 
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Edward helmore 


Sjfnl chemist: born 
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1906. Revlon Professor qfCosmet- 
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MORRIS UDALL came close to win- 
ning the Democratic nomination for 
president in 1976. In no fewer than six 
primary elections he came second, 
sometimes by very narrow margins, so 
lhat Jimmy Carter won the nomination. 

Udall served In the House of Repre- 
sentatives for 30 years, and frequently 
challenged the leadership of both par- 
lies. He was a strong liberal in the west- 
ern tradition, with a particular interest 
in environmental issues. He was a pio- 
neer opponent of the tobacco industry 
and as early as 1963 proposed legisla- 
tion lhat could have put cigarette man- 
ufacturers under the control of the 
Federal Food and Drug Administration. 

He was a leading campaigner for re- 
form of election finance laws and draft- 
ed and led the campaign for the Federal 
Election Campaign Act of 1971. He was 
also in favour of a national health 
insurance system. 

“Mo" Udall was a rugged westerner 
who looked the part - he was 6ft 
Sin tali - and came from rugged 
western Mormon stock. His great- 
grandfather led the first Mormons out 
of Utah into what was then the Arizona 
territory. His father, Levi Udall, started 
out digging ditches, became a suc- 
cessful farmer qualified as a lawyer, and 
served for years on the Arizona 
Supreme Court, ending up as the state's 
chief justice. 

Mo was one of five children of Levi 
and Louise Udall. His mother pub- 
lished a book about the life of a Hopi In- 
jijidian woman. His older brother Stew 
served in Congress, then resigned to 
be President John F. Kennedy's 
secretary of the interior. 

When Mo was five years old his eye 
was injured by a boy he was playing with. 
At that time his father could not afford 
proper medical care, so he was taken 
to a country doctor who was “mostly 
drunk" and treated the eye with poul- 
tices. The eye became infected and was 
eventually lost. 

In spite of his handicap, Udall vol- 
unteered for the army air force, where 
he reached the rank of captain and 
served in the South Pacific. It wasn't 
until he got into the army that he got the 
first decent glass eye he had had; un- 
like its primitive predecessors, it 
matched the colour of his good eye. 

& He commanded an all-black unit in 
Louisiana for two years, an experience 
that, he later said, “really shaped my 
life". Fighting his men's battles against 
the routine discriminations of the Deep 
South in those days, coming on top of 
his own personal handicap, turned him 
into a quiet but very determined, even 
radical fighter for a fairer society. 

After leaving the army he went to the 
University of Arizona, where he was 
elected president of the student body 
and. in spite of the loss of one eye, 
played intercollegiate basketball. Later 
£p. played briefly as a professional 
- 3/ the Denver Nuggets, before going to 
law school and setting up as a lawyer 
in Tucson in partnership with his 
brother Stewart 

Udall became a congressman in a 
special election called after his broth- 
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Udall sporting a beard after a six-day trip down the Colorado River in 1967 


The experience of commanding an all-black 
unit in Louisiana , he said , ‘ shaped my life \ 
The routine discriminations , coming on top 
of his own personal handicap, turned him 
into a radical fighter for a fairer society 


er joined the Kennedy Administration. 
As soon as he arrived in Washington he 
disclosed his personal finances, some- 
thing most unusual at the time, and he 
campaigned for greater transparency 
and for reform of the law on campaign 
finance. The reforms incorporated in the 
1971 Federal Election Campaign Act, of 
which he was a major sponsor, played 
an important part in exposing the Nixon 
administration's casual attitude to 
campaign finance and thus led to the 
Watergate scandal. 

bi 1967 Udall refused to vote for the 
unseating of the black congressman 
Adam Clayton Powell, accused of fi- 
nancial impropriety, on the grounds that 
it would constitute an injustice to his 
Harlem constituents. He also expressed 
“a deep-seated and conscientious dis- 


agreement" with his own Mormon 
church over its segregationist policies 
towards black people. 

In the 19705 he also campaigned 
against “strip mining’', unregulated 
open-cast mining, and although his bill 
was twice vetoed by President Gerald 
Fbrd. it passed in 1977, saving millions 
of acres of land. And in the 1980s, already 
a sick man, he led the campaign against 
drilling for oil in the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge in Alaska. 

TWice in the 1970s Udall campaigned 
to be Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and again to be majority 
leader, the number two leadership 
position, but in each case without suc- 
cess. He was however a genuinely se- 
rious candidate for the Democratic 
presidential nomination in 1976, even 
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Births, 
Marriages 
& deaths 


DEATHS 


WALDEN: On 17 December 1993 
Bran died peacefully at home. A 
..A;aique and irreplaceable friend 
.^^especled colleague of all at 
- BJWJ. Healthcare in Nottingham 
and London, Funeral service at 
St Wilfrid's Church, North 
Muskham, near Newark, on 
Wednesday 23 December at 2pm 
followed by private intermenL 
No flowers please, donations if 
desired for the Nottinghamshire 
Leukaemia Appeal may be sent 
to E. Gill and Sons Limited, 
Funeral Directors, 55 Albert 
Street Newark, Notting- 
hamshire, NG24 4BQ. 


Changing of the guard 


TODAY; The Household 
Cjevalry Mounted Regiment 
.Suints the Queen's Life 
Guard at Horse Guards, 
Ham. TOMORROW: The 
Household Cavalry Mounted 
Regiment mounts the Queen’s 
Life Guard at Horse Guards, 
10am; 1st Battalion Cold- 
stream Guards mounts the 
Queen’s Guard, at Bucking- 
ham Palace, lL30aro, band 
provided by the Irish Guards. 


Announcements for BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES A DEATHS 
(Births, Adoptions, Marriages. 
Deaths. Memorial services. 
Wedding anniversaries. In 
memoriam) are charged at 
£6.50 a line (VAT extra). 


BlRTHDAYS 

TODAY: Sir Antony Buck 
QC. former MR 70; Mr Ross 
Buckland, chief executive. 
Unigate, 56; The Right Rev 
lan Hariand, Bishop of 
Carlisle, 66; Brigadier Lewis 
Harris, cartographer; 88; Mr 
Derick Heaven, High Com- 
missioner to Jamaica, 58; Sir 
Brian Hill, former chairman, 
Higgs & ECU, 66; Mr Paul 
Horrocks, Editor, Manches- 
ter Evening News, 45; Mr 
Steven Isseriis, cellist, 40: 
Mr Syd Little, comedian, 56; 
Mr Robert Ponsonby, for- 
mer ControUer of Music, 

BBC, 71; The Marquess of 
Queensberry, former profes- 
sor of ceramics at the Royal 
CoUege of Art 69; Dr David 
Bowe-Beddoe, chairman, 
Welsh Development Agency, 
61; Sir David Rowe-Ham, 
former Lord Mayor of Lon- 
don, 63; Professor Christo- 
pher Smout, historian, 65; 
Lord Weir, a former Senator 
of the College of Justice in 
Scotland, 67; Mr Maurice 
White, rock singer 57. 

TOMORROW: Miss Jenny 
Agutter, actress, 46; Mr 
Michael Beaumont, 

Seigneur of Sark, 71; Lord 
Brabazon of Tara, former 
government minister 52; Mr 
Billy Bragg, rock singer and 
songwriter, 40; Mr Simon 
C banning, former Chairman, 
London Philharmonic, 38; Sir 
George Coldstream QC, for- 
mer Permanent Secretary to 
the Lord Chancellor 91; Mr 
Malcolm Cooper, maiis- 
man, 51; Mr Peter Criss. 
rock drummer; 58; Mr 
Charles Denton, television 
and film producer, 61; Miss 
Bo Derek, actress, 41; Mr 


Bo Diddley, singer and gui- 
tarist, 70; Mr Anthony 
Galsworthy, ambassador to 
China, 54; Lord Howe of 
Aberavon QC, former Cabi- 
net minister, 72; Mr Simou 
Hughes, cricketer, 39; Miss 
Lesley Judd, actress, 52; Mr 
James Leasor, writer, 75; 

Sir Gavin Lightman, High 
Court judge, 59; Mr Donald 
Tandy, actor, 80; Baroness 
Thomas of Walliswood, for- 
mer Chairman, Surrey Coun- 
ty Council, 63; Miss Rachel 
Trickett, former Principal St 
Hugh's College, Oxford, 75; 
Mr John Whitney, former 
Director-General DBA, 68; 

Mr John Wilkins, editor; 

The Tablet, 62. 

ANNIVERSARIES 

TODAY 

Births: Sir Stanley Unwin, 
publisher, 1884; Oliver Haz- 
ard Perry La F^ge, writer; 
1901; Sir Ralph David 
Richardsoa acton 1902; 
Leonid Ilyich Brezhnev, Sovi- 
et leader; 1906; Jean Genet, 
playwright and essayist 
1920; Edith Piaf (Edith Gio- 
vanna Gassion), singer, 1915. 
Deaths: Frederick Melchior, 
Baron von Grimm, German 
statesman and wit 1807: 
Joseph Mallord William 
Turner; painter; 1851; Sir Paul 
Gavrilovich Vinogradoff, 
lawyer and historian, 1925; 
Robert Andrews Millikan, 
physicist 1953. On this day: 
the United States recognised 
the independence of Hawaii 
1842; in the New Hebrides, 
over 500 people were killed 
following a volcanic eruption, 
1913; the German luxury 
liner Columbus was scuttled 
by her crew after being inter- 


cepted by a British destroyer. 
1939; the British evacuated 
Penang. 1941; an air service 
between London and 
Moscow began, 1957; Ted 
Hughes was appointed Poet 
Laureate, 1984. Today is the 
Ffeast Day of St An as ta si us 1 
of Antioch, St Gregory of 
Auxerre, St Nemesius of 
Alexandria and St Timothy. 

TOMORROW 
Births: Pieter de Hooch, 
painter, 1629; John Wflson 
Croker, politician and review- 
er, 1780; The Rev Edwin 
Abbott Abbott, headmaster 
and theologian, 1838; 
Theodore Francis Powys, 
novelist 1875; Sir Robert 
Gordon Menzies. statesman, 
1894; Lt-Gen Sir Frederick 
Arthur Montague Browning, 
1896. Deaths: Henry Har- 
iand, novelist and editor, 

1905; Emil e-Francois Loubet, 
statesman, 1929; Erich 
James Hilton, novelist, 1954: 
Moss Hart playwright, 1961; 
John Ernst Ste inbeck, novel- 
ist 1968; Admiral Luis Car- 
rero Blanco, Spanish prime 
minister, assassinated 1973; 
Artur Rubinstein, pianist, 
1982; Gwen Berryman 
actress (“Doris Archer"), 
1983; Bill Brandt photogra- 
pher, 1983. On this day: the 
first General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland was held. 
1560; Peter the Great's refor- 
mation of the Russian calen- 
dar was announced, 1699: the 
last issue of the original 
Spectator was published, 

1714; the State of Ttexas was 
incorporated in the United 
States, 1845; the State of 
South Carolina seceded from 
tiie American Union, i860; 
the first London perfor- 
mance of the operetta 


Madame Pompadour was 
presented, 1923; Karl Renner 
became the first president of 
the new Austrian republic, 
1945; the first atomic ice- 
breaker, the Russian Lenin, 
began operating, 1959; Wla- 
dyslaw Goraulka, the Polish 
Communist leader, resigned 
office after riots by workers, 
1970; Romuald Spasowski. 
Polish ambassador to the 
US, was granted political 
asylum in the United States, 
1981; two Townsend Thore- 
sen ferries collided off Har- 
wich, with the loss of six 
lives, 1982. Tomorrow is the 
Ffeast Day of St Ammon and 
his Companions, St Dominic 
of Silos, St Philogonius and 
St Ursidnus. 


LECTURES 

TODAY 

National Gallery. Richard 
Stemp, “Gifts (iii): Veronese, 
The Adoration of the Kings", 
12 noon. 

Victoria and Albert 
Museum; Katharine Hugh, 
“Scenes from the Nativity”, 
2pm. 

Tate Gallery: Laurence 
Bradbury, “Time Travellers 
in Art", lpm. 

British Museum: Delia 
Pemberton, “Looking at 
Ancient Egyptian Sculpture", 
11.30am; Delia Pemberton, 
“The Divine Image in 
Ancient Egypt”, 1.30pm. 

TOMORROW 
Victoria and Albert 
Museum: Charlotte Cotton. 
“Displaying Photographs", 
2pm. 

Tate Gallery: Laurence 
Bradbury, “Spells of Artistic 
Magic", 2.30pra. 
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historical notes 

Finian Cunningham 

A conflict between 
justice and the law 


though he later wrote a book about his 
experience called Tbo Funny to Be 
President (1988). 

He was in fact a very funny man, with 
a dry western sense of humour and a 
nice ability to make jokes against him- 
self. He was much in demand in Wash- 
ington as an after-dinner speaker When 
already seriously Dl with Parkinson's dis- 
ease he compared that horrible condi- 
tion to a woman called Paula Parkinson 
who was starring in a contemporary sex- 
and-lobbying scandal: “They both keep 
you up at night," he quipped, “and they 
both give you tbe shakes." 

The lastyears of his life were rather 
terrible. He spent them in a Veterans Ad- 
ministration hospital in Washington 
DC, much of the time unconscious. 
One of his children. Mark Udall has just 
been elected to the House of Repre- 
sentatives from Colorado, as has a I 
nephew, Tom Udall of New Mexico. 

GODFREY' HODGSON 

Morris King Udall politician: bom St 
Johns, Arizona 15 June 1922: member, 
US House of Representatives 1961-91; 
married 1949 Patricia Emery (three 
sons, three daughters: marriage dis- 
solved 1966 >, 1968 Ella Royston (died 
1988i, 1989 Norma Gilbert; died 
Washington DC 12 December 1998. 


CALLS FOR justice in the 
case of Augusto Pinochet 
were countered by calls 
from leading political and 
economic figures in Chile, 
Britain and elsewhere for 
what seems to be a higher 
objective in the South Amer- 
ican country: stability. The 
case illustrates the apho- 
rism coined by Herbert PeU, 
the US delegate to the Unit- 
ed Nations War Crimes 
Commission during the Sec- 
ond World War. who noted; 
“There has always been a 
certain conflict between 
justice and the law." 

There are substantial 
grounds and legal mecha- 
nisms for a prosecution. But 
there is a liistoric tendency 
among Western powers in 
particular to turn a blind eye 
to crimes against humanity, 
in the interests of stability. 
This “stability" has often lit- 
tle to do with justice or mean- 
ingful peace and everything 
to do with securing political 
and economic advantage for 
the arbitrating powers. 

Historical experience sug- 
gests that reneging on justice 
for victims of state-sponsored 
crimes serves grievously to 
weaken the force of interna- 
tional law and to sow the 
seeds for future despotism. 

A pertinent example is the 
genocide of the Armenian 
people perpetrated by the 
Ittihadist regime in Turkey, 
one of the most notorious ep- 
isodes of the First World Wag 
in which up to a million Ar- 
menians died. At the height of 
the killings, public outrage in 


Britain and America spurred 
tbe governments of Lloyd 
George and Woodrow Wilson 
to commit themselves to pro- 
secute the Ittihadists at the 
war's end for “crimes against 
humanity and civilisation". 

However, in the post-war 
carve-up of Turkey’s Ottoman 
empire, the demands for jus- 
tice by the Western powers 
were subordinated to their 
strategic interests of stabil- 
ising new territories in the oil- 
rich region. By deftly playing 
Britain, France and the US off 
against another, the Turks 
were able to get the Western 
powers to renege on their 
erstwhile commitment to es- 
tablish an Armenian repub- 
lic and specifically to grant 
amnesty to all Ittihadists in- 
volved in the genocide of the 
Armenians. 

This ignominious betrayal 
not only forfeited an oppor- 
tunity to underpin interna- 
tional law, it would serve as 
a precedent for a latec terri- 
fyingly greater crime against 
humanity: the Jewish Holo- 
caust When Hitler was flesh- 
ing out his programme of 
racial extermination, he 
would often refer to the 
Armenian genocide, and 
specifically the international 
powers' unwillingness to do 
anything about it as a crucial 
precedent As early as June 
1 931, he is recorded as saying 
that the “extermination of 
the Armenians" had taught 
him to see “masses of men as 
mere biological plasticine": in 
1939. as his Final Solution for 
the Jews was being imple- 


mented the Fflhrer was to de- 
mand, “Who still talks of the 
Armenians?” 

The Nuremberg Trials are 
widely presumed to be a high 
point in international law en- 
forcement but as Herbert 
PeU and others were to note, 
justice was compromised 
even in this most heinous 
case of crimes against hu- 
manity. While the most promi- 
nent Nazis were convicted by 
the Western powers, thou- 
sands of other senior Nazis, 
SS commandants and Ges- 
tapo officers were to walk 
free. One such, the Gestapo 
leader Walter Rauss. who 
had gained promotion for his 
innovative use of gas trucks 
to murder Jewish women 
and children on the Eastern 
Front was to enjoy a life of 
freedom in Chile thanks to 
the intercession of .Ameri- 
can Intelligence and Italian 
ecclesiastics. 

The rationale for abrogat- 
ing thorough prosecution and 
denazification by the Vfestem 
powers was their imperative 
need for securing “political 
and economic stability" in a 
post-war Germany and Eu- 
rope faced with a surge in 
anti-Fhsdst sentiment and 
widespread popularity’ of 
democratic socialism. 

Who talks of the Armeni- 
ans, the Jews, or indeed the 
disappeared of Chile? 

.4 study of genocide and 
human rights, * The Splen- 
did Blond Beast' by Christo- 
pher Simpson, is published 
by Grove Press (£22) 


Clinton and Islam: 
eyeless in Gaza 


Post Gazette announcements to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, telephone 01 71-293 2012 
(24-hour answering machine 0171-293 201 1) or fax to 01 71-293 2010. Please give a daytime telephone number. 


THE PALESTINIANS were 
delirious with joy at the begin- 
ning of the week, waving the 
stars and stripes. It seemed 
every Muslim in Gaza had 
turned out to welcome Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton. They had 
come a long way from the 
burning of the American flag 
which had been associated 
with their fathers. It was as 
great a revolution in political 
thinking as one could imagine. 
But by the end of the week they 
were burning it again. 

Clin ton’s presence and re- 
ception made several important 
points. It emphasised once 
again the supremacy of the US 
as the single most powerful 
nation on earth in the last years 
of the century. And it pointed 
out the links between what is 
happening in the Muslim world 
and the politics of Washington. 

The US president’s Few 
hours in Gaza endorsed and 
embodied the aspirations of an 
entire people. The Palestinians 
felt as if they had almost 
achieved their separate nation 
- although Clinton, always the 
wily lawyer, said nothing to 
inch cate this. 

The president with his mind 
on the impeachment proceed- 
ings developing in Washing- 
ton, walked about as if he was 
dazed in Gaza. He brought to 
mind Milton's Samson. Each 
was, in his time and in different 
ways, the strongest man in the 
world Like toe biblical hero the 
US president had also “erred” 
and “by bad women been de- 
ceived”. And of him too it might 
be said: “Ask for this great 
deliverer now and find him 
eyeless in Gaza". 

For President Clinton has a 
terrible blindness when it 
comes to understanding the 
Muslim world, as was only too 
evident when the bombing of 
Iraq began. Saddam is without 
doubt a ruthless military dic- 
tator. But sending in the 
bombers whenever Washington 
needs a diversion -as was ear- 
lier done in Sudan and 
Afghanistan - only succeeds in 
building sympathy among mod- 
erate Muslims for tbe Iraqi 
leader. Few Muslims will 
doubt that this week’s bombing 
was linked to Clinton’s 
impeachment proceedings. 

But there is another sign of 


Washington's myopia. While 
the Palestinians were grateful 
for and ecstatic about Clinton's 
visit, Muslims in other parts of 
the world felt frustrated and let 
down by Washington. In both 
Kosovo and Kashmir thou- 
sands of ordinary people - 
formers, housewives, school- 
going children - face savage 
persecution. Houses are blown 
up and members of the family 
tortured Ybung men are taken 
away by security forces and 
never return and young women 
are subjected to sexual ha- 
rassment. The bombs on 
Iraq onfy add to the feeling 
that American justice is blind 
in one eye- 

Faith 
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REASON 

AKBAR AHMED 

The decision to bomb 
Iraq reveals the 
continuing blindness 
of Washington to the 
sensitiinties of 
Muslims all over the 
world. It is a myopia 
which could have 
terrible consequences 

If course, Muslims them- 
selves inflict damage on their 
own people; Algeria, Sudan, 
Af ghanistan are examples of 
societies tearing themselves 
apart Savagery is conducted 
here in the name of Islam. But 
once again, the West is impli- 
cated - France’s support in Al- 
geria and those US air strikes 
on Sudan and Afghanistan. In- 
evitably the theme of the power 
of Washington in the Muslim 
world will be picked up in 
the sermons in the mosque 
In the coming weeks of the 
month of Ramadan which 
starts this weekend. 

The month is one of the 
most important for Muslims. It 
is when Muslims tend to with- 
draw from the daily routine to 
fast meditate and pray. The fast 


itself is not like a Christian fast 
it is a total abstention of food 
and drink from sunrise to sun- 
set During the fast people also 
abstain from angec gossip, sex- 
ual intercourse and more. As a 
result the atmosphere among 
Muslims tends to be charged 
during the month to come. It is 
easy to dream dreams because 
of the lightness of the mind and 
it is not surprising to see Mus- 
lims expressing religious fer- 
vour The mosques are foil and 
people attempt to complete the 
reading of the entire Koran 
during these weeks. 

For British Muslims - as for 
the billion or more Muslims 
elsewhere in the world - the 
month with be a time of re- 
newal It will be a time when 
Muslims will be thinking of 
both pious deeds of charity and 
of standing up to tyranny. In 
both cases they will be thinking 
of the suffering of fellow Mus- 
lims throughout the world and 
that is where the contradicto- 
ry messages of Gaza, of Koso- 
vo and of Iraq will become 
relevant and affective. 

For those in the West who 
think of Muslims as fanatics and 
extremists it is well to recall the 
famous chant enunciated by the 
Sufi master JunaJd of Baghdad 
centuries ago: 

In Sufism, eight qualities must be 
exercised. The Sufi has: liberality 
such as that of Abraham; accep- 
tance of his lot, as Ismail accept- 
ed; patience, as possessed by Job; 
capacity to communicate by sym- 
bolism, as in the case of Zadiari- 
ah; estrangement from his own 
people, which was the case with 
John; woollen garb like the shep- 
herd's mantle of Moses; journey- 
ing, like the travelling of Jesus; 
humility, as Mohammed had 
humility of spirit. 

Young men expressing their 
anger by throwing grenades, 
killin g innocent civilians in the 
bazaar or kidnapping Western 
hostages - such actions are cer- 
tainly not either the teaching or 
the spirit of Islam. But until 
Washington is able to open its 
eyes to the impact of its policies 
on the Islamic world such 
atrocities will continue. It gives 
most Muslims no joy to say so, 
but the West needs to hear it 

Islam Today: a short intro- 
duction to the Muslim inorid'by 
Akbar Ahmed is published by 
I£. Tauris next month 
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Quiet at the back 


of the class 


Gavin Bryars’ music is slow. So what? Slow rivers run deep. And in the case 


of his Lockerbie requiem, depth is what’s called for. By Dermot Clinch 


G avin Bryars has had 
operas put on at the 
0p6ra in Paris and the 
Coliseum in London. 
His CD of Jesus’ Blood 
Never failed Me Yet 
has sold a quarter of a million copies. 
He calls the composers Steve Reich 
and Arvo Part “Steve" and ‘Arvo'* and 
has dined with Jessye Norman. But 
at a school reunion recently there 
were many present who were just as 
successful There was his “friend 
Doug, who's quite well known in his 
field, which is geography". There was 
“a British Airways pilot. There was 
a girl who married this guy who’s a 
millionaire." 

Bryars lives in Vfedge Cottage, be- 
hind the hairdressers, in a small vil- 
lage in east Leicestershire. He was 
at Goole Grammar School, near Hull 
which is now comprehensive and, ac- 
cording to what he hears, more viol- 
ent than it was in his day. In the old 
days, the thug quota was filled by Br- 
yars himself, throwing pencils at 
teachers’ heads and refusing to play 
sport until the day when he did and 
he “got vast scores and the highest 
batting average of the season". Br- 
yars is in his mid-fifties, but takes a 
proud interest in his distant past, in 
the way of one not altogether certain 
about the present He won the Goole 
Grammar School English prize. He 
and Doug “got the highest A-Ievel 
grades" and his form master warned 
him; “You know, Biyars, you're not 
going to be able to get through life 
with this gift for improvisation." 

He did, to the extent of playing 
double bass in a freely improvising 
jazz trio, and becoming one at the 
most widely enjoyed serious com- 
posers of his generation. He went to 
Sheffield university “by accident" 
and read philosophy. At a later date, 
he says, still improvising he “drifted 
into vegetarianism" and also into 
composing. He took lessons in com- 
position from the organist at 
Sheffield Cathedral and made his 
own way thereafter. 


Biyars was once the mild-man- 
nered enfant terrible of English ex- 
perimentalism. This has changed. 
He has a publisher Che used to pub- 
lish his own). He has accepted a 
commission for the London S in- 
fo nietta. New Music institution par 
excellence. And next Monday his 
CarimonRcguierTijarevisedverskm 
of the 1989 score, this time with Re- 
naissance viols instead of modem 
strings, in memory of a friend and 
colleague killed in the Lockerbie air 
crash, will be performed in West- 
minster Cathedral on the 10th anni- 
versary of the disaster, to an 
audience of 1,000, including invited 
politicians. Biyars has not quite 
joined the staffroom, but he has 
stopped throwing pencils. 

We met in a converted garage 


there are the four volumes of Charies 
Koechlitfs Tr trite de Vorchestration, 
a chance purchase he made in Lyons, 
and an unconventional choice. 

Half-way through our interview 
Bryars makes a phone call to some- 
one he describes himself as having 
“developed a relationship” with, 
who is “coming over for Christmas, 
and so oh". This is Anya, a Russo- 
Canadian film director; he explains, 
who was asleep in a bed in British 
Columbia. His six-thirty alarm call 
was five minutes late. When they 
speak, Biyars says he wfll be hav- 
ing salmon tonight. He will do it with 
sqy sauce and ginger; her way and 
will let her know whether it worked. 

This seems a good time for inti- 
mate musical enquiries, and for a 
question about a “ping", or perhaps 


Bryars, the mild-mannered enfant terrible of 
English experimentalism , has changed 


overlooking a fishpond at the bottom 
of Bryars’ garden. The same day as 
it happened, the Secretary General 
of the United Nations was meeting 
Colonel Gaddafi to talk about 
Lockerbie in a tent in the middle of 
the Libyan desert The tent was 
“warmed by bonfires" and the Sec- 
retary General had an experience, 
he later said, of “spacelessness, 
freedom, almost mystical”. He might 
have been describing the music of 
Gavin Biyars. 

The garage is Bryars’ studio. 
There are Supa brand fish flakes by 
the door; cigarillos marked “100 per 
cent tobacco" on the wide, wide 
desk, Bisley filing cabinets against 
the waR There are the works of Wag- 
ner Strauss and Monteverdi in score 
(Biyars has been studying Monte- 
verdi's madrigals in preparation for 
his own, to poems by Blake Morri- 
son); a digital metronome, a digital 
tuning-fork, a Panasonic pencil 
sharpener There are handfuls of 
Aztec 101 Scoremaster pencils. And 


“ting", to be heard towards the end 
of farewell to Philosophy, Biyars* 
cello concerto - a single note I not- 
iced when listening to the piece the 
night before, whose contribution to 
the work's glacier- slow architec- 
ture seemed out of all proportion to 
its humble isolation. In the record- 
ing with the cellist Julian Uoyd 
Webber - whose reactionary musical 
opinions Bryars does not share, but 
whose commissions he warmly ac- 
cepts - the ping occurs towards the 
beginning of track seven. 

Bryars leans forward, switches on 
his electronic keyboard, sfips on his 
half-moon glasses. Why that in- 
strumentation? “Well 1 have a 
score." Biyars is really looking like 
a composer now. “It could be a 
harp. Yes, it’s this harp harmonic 
here. A completely isolated note. 
Wty? Because the accompanying in- 
struments are holding a sustained 
F. Because I want to give an impe- 
tus to the phrase, a sense of breath. 
Because a pizzicato string would be 


too heavy, and a haip harmonic is 
enough. Not too solid." 

Bryars taught nni<fo» for many 
years, at De Mbnifort Umveratg for- 
merly Leicester Polytechnic, but 
his music is not academically com- 
plex. Anyone “can compose in any 
ivoiy tower. But you have to pop 
down the stairs at some point” 
Biyars describes an amateur chor- 
ister who sang a piece of his and 
asked for his autograph, “because, 
she said, T don’t know any of your 
other music, but I think this is just 
lovely.’” Biyars is visibly moved 
when recalling this. 

TTfe music is harmonically simple, 
slow, and repetitive. One critic 
suggested that having first a tramp 
(hem Tbm Whits groaning Jesus’ 
Blood Never failed Me Yet aver and 
over for 70 minutes in Biyars' most 
famous piece was “monstrously 
turgid” and a recipe for “epic 
boringness”. Bryars answered that 
if any one thought so, they should 
play the piece “at a very low level 
during dinner". 

He is p ragmati c He has fallen m 
and out of so much, so accidentally, 
that he needs to be. When thee were 
no co mmissions from orchestras he 
framed bands with friends and wrote 
pieces “for two pianos, six hands; or 
two pianos and tuba; or one piano, 
tuba, tenor horn. Not particularly 
graceful or likely, butyou learnt how 
to malm things that sound interest- 
ing.” Michael Nyman, rich and con- 
spicuously famous, came up to 
Biyars after his new opera this 
year and said: “God, how do you do 
that orchestration?” “It depends 
which books you read, Michael" 
Biyars says he replied, sarcastically. 
In fact, he remarks, it has “all ©>t to 
do with experience". 

Jesus’ Blood has not started 
naming for him yet The Sinking of 
the Titanic, his early hit was not 
chosen for the film, Titanic. But the 
BBC - which played not a single 
work of his for 17 years - cottoned 
on some time bad, and his recent 
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A gift for improvisation: Bryars outside Westminster Cathedral 


Philip Meech 


work here has been acclaimed- His 
opera, Dr Ox’s Experiment, went the 
obvious critical reaction was slow. 
But all Bryars’ music is slow. And 
like all his music Dr Ox was wholly 
individual: hooting counter-tenors, 
plucbyjazz double basses, vidins like 
fingers squeaking on a glass's rim. 

How do you measure success? 
Michael flyman- “an old friend" ap- 


parently - was “ grumpy when he got 
£2m for The Piano. Accept it grace- 
fully! I'm happy to be comfortable 
and not hugely in debt” Bryars 
gets philosophical. “Is it better to be 
Socrates dissatisfied than a pig sat- 
isfied? Technically it isn’t - because 
the pig can't know what it is like to 
be Socrates.” Then Bryars turns his 
back on philosophy as he did 30 


years ago in Sheffield. “I would pre- 
fer to know the source of my dis- 
satisfaction. Personally, 1 would 
prefer to be Socrates dissatisfied.” 


The Hilliard Ensemble and Fret- 
work perform ‘Cadman Requiem’ 
at Westminster Cathedral on Mon- 
day at 8pm Free tickets in advance 
from the Barbican, 0171-638 8891 
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A bouquet of barbed twigs 


ne 


TLL SAY one thing for Joanna 
MacGregor - she didn't pre- 
tend to look pleased with the 
hideous sculpture of twigs and 
bits of gold wire she was given 
instead of flowers at the Queen 
Elizabeth Hall on Tuesday. 

Perhaps it echoed the 
theme of ironmongery in her 
programme, centred on John 
Cage’s prepared piano - two 
instruments, to be predse: 
one with the elaborate array of 
bolts, screws and bits of rubber 
between the strings, specified 
for Cage's Sonatas and Inter- 
ludes and yielding the effect of 
a ghostly band of bells and 
metaflophones; the other with 
the simpler preparation of 
rubber that Cage used to 
simulate a small percussion 
group in Bacchanals 

MacGregor played the 
Sonatas and Interludes in the 
second hall brin ging to these 


CLASSICAL 


JOANNA MACGREGOR 

QEH. SBC 
LONDON 


20 placid and charming pieces 
her own characteristic sense 
of impetus. Ideally, they effect 
a mood of stillness, and you 
might expect the performer to 
embody discreet composure. 

MacGregor could not for- 
bear to amplify each modest 
musical event with a gesture 
and the effect was justa touch 
condescending, unnecessary. 

The concert was a project, 
with five new pieces specially 
written for the more elabor- 
ately prepared piano, plus tape 
- or tab la in one case - and as 
a sort of filling between them, 
very short electroacoustic 
pieces, or soundbites, by stu- 
dents at Liverpool Hope Uni- 


versity College, where Mac- 
Gregor gave a workshop on 
prepared piano early in the 
yean Since all these, as well as 
Bacchanale and another early 
Cage piece, The Perilous 
Night, were played contin- 
uously, it took a while for the 
audience to get their bearings. 

Django Bates’s You Live 
and Learn was identifiable 
from the taped vocals of his 
nine-year-old daughter and, if 
you were familiar with his 
work, you would soon have 
recognised the amiable play- 
fulness ofhis style Perhaps the 
playfulness is becoming a bit 
too cute, butitdid point up the 
humourless tedium of the 
other pieces. 

Deirdre Gribbin recorded 
her tape part in a Himalayan 
monastery and threw over its 
cavernous mumblings an 
insistent rattling on the piano. 


Jonathan Harvey should have 
known better than to take a 
work of genius - the fleeting 
last movement of Chopin’s 
“fhneral March” Sonata - and 
then decompose it electrons 
cally, Eke an item in a guesaw 
game. Andrew Tbovey pitted 
Syncopated stamping on tape 
against gamelan-like burbling 
on prepared piano, and TbMn 
Singh, on tabla, joined Mac- 
Gregor in what seemed like an 
ear- tickling but unremarkable 
improvisation. 

Fbr this programme to have 
featured in the South Bank’s 
International Piano Series is a 
sort of achievement Very few 
pianists could have swung it 
and even fewer could have 
attracted such a substantial 
audience. \et as far as I'm con- A 
cerned, it was an experiment* 
that needn't be repeated 

Adrian jack 
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The Week in Radio 


Robert Hanks 




Gifts 


sorts 



THERE WAS a telling 
moment in one episode of 
Yes, Prime Minister when 
Jim Hacker was asking 
about the point of the 
independent nuclear 
deterrent- could it really 
scare tile Russians? Of 
course not be was told, the 
point was to scare the real 
enemy: the French. 

A joke, you may think; 
but there are times when it 
seems unsettlingfy close to 
the truth. Anglo-French 
relations came up for 
discussion on Start the 
Week (Radio 4, Monday), 
where it was suggested 
that the old stereotype of 
perfidious Albion is alive 
and well and living in 
Paris. We fondly imagine 
that the Second World War 
created bonds of loyalty 
and gratitude between 
France and Britain; in fact, 
it seems, France regards 
Dunkirk as one item on a 
long list of betrayals, 
along with the destruction 
of the French fleet at 
Mers-el-Kabir, and the 
embarrassment of Suez. 


SLSL.a 


The problem is, Paxman 
suggested, that where we 
take defeats as lessons in 
realism, the French 
continue to believe in a 
grand global destiny, 
thwarted by lesser nations. 

This sounds like flighty 
big-headed Continentals 
versus sturdy British 
common sense - but there 
is hard evidence that at 
least some French officials 
s till think this way. In the 
past few weeks, there has 
been the case of Major 
Pierre-Henri Bunel a 
French officer who has 
admitted passing 
operational details of Nato 
air-strikes to the Serbs; 
and in 1994, a retired 
French general wrote to 


Radovan Karadzic 
clai m i n g that France and 
the Bosnian Serbs share a 
common cause, “the right 
of nations to reject 
German imperialism". In A 
Mission to Civilise? (Radio 
4, Tuesday), Ofeibea Quist- 

Arcton is e xaminin g 
France's role in Africa. 

France has a tradition of 
pouring money into its 
former colonies - to help 
democracy, according to 
one Frenchman. Others 
see the picture through 
less rosy spectacles. One 
expert, discussing 
France's involvement with 
the genocide in Rwanda, 
characterised their policy 
thus: “We are fully 
prepared to support 
dictators here and there, 
provided they kill 
reasonably. But these guys 
were something else 
altogether, they were total 
psychopaths." Meanwhile, 
opposition politicians in 
Gabon complain that the 
presidency is, in effect in 
France's gift In return for 
France’s support oil flows 


Sr.-*P . 


from Gabon to Elf, the 
French national oil 
company; and suitcases of 
money flow from Gabon to 
French political parties. 

One Gabonese politician 
interviewed could see no 
problem here, so lo ng as 
everybody gets a slice of 
the cake. But of course, not 
everybody does: Gabon 
enjoys the highest per 
capita income in black 
Africa, but ranks way down 
the tables on UN measures 
of development 
This was a disturbing 
programme - but not just 
because It exposed French 
comiptioa As a French 
politician pointed out 
France’s African policy nan 
be criticised, but at least it 
has one: the amount of aid 
France gives to Africa 
dwarfe the puny amounts 
this country sends, and not 
of it goes into the 
pockets of the continent’s 

politicians. We may be 

realistic; but perhaps an 
unrealistic sense of global 
destiny would have made 
us a bit more useful. 


lMJ* 
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The week in Review 


BY FIONA STURGES 


CRITICAL VIEW 





POOR 




DEADLY 


OUR VIEW 


ON VIEW 


The Book of Exodus 
provides the inspiration for 
Disney's rival, Dream- 
Works, in this animated 
"live-action” film chat 
follows che story of Moses. 


"While the fear of offending is 
understandable, the earnest tone seems to 
squeeze much of the life from the film." 
remarked Anthony Quinn, adding, "the film 
has all the gravitas it can handle: whar is 
missing, ironically enough, is not weight 
hut vitality". The Guardian observed "fewer 
gags than Disney, and fewer funny animals. 


scrappily portrayed at that - the Midianrtes’ 
Rocks would shame Hanna Barbers’. The 
Financial Times disagreed: “It is good 
because it has no cute animals, no love 
story and no sloppy takeaway moral". *As 
epic, emotionally satisfying spectacle, it is 
way up there with the best in mainstream 
animation." stated Time Out. 


DreamWorks' effort may seem 
incomplete to chose of a 
sentimental bent - no Ruffy 
animals or romantic subplot - 
though the subject 
matter offers scope 
for some suitably 
epic scenery. 


if 


The Prince of Egypt is 
on nationwide release, 
certificate U 


THE PLAY PRESENT LAUGHTER 



Noel Coward's centenary 
celebrations begin with a re- 
vival of the playwright's 
1939 farce. Sir Ian McKellen 
takes the lead rote as the 
actor and matinee idol 
Garry Essendine. 


“McKellen delivers a performance of com- 
bustible energy and comic timing," cried 
Raul Taylor. ‘He captures Garry wonderfully 
well, whether assuming a martyr's mask or 
dutching his heart as though it were being 
cruelly pecked at." “There are occasions 
when Malcolm Sutherland's production 
reaches too blatantly far laughter. But you 


never forget that McKellen is bringing 
energy, guile and skill to one of Coward's 
major comedies.' reflected The Times, while 
the Doily Mail gushed: "Sir Ian’s pulsating 
seriousness makes the character’s absurdity 
even funnier... he manages ro convey 
grandeur and dependency with startling 
originality". 


The uneven casting and 
exaggerated slapstick of Mal- 
colm Sutherland's production 
are soon forgotten as Sir 
Ian McKellen brings a 
magnetic energy to 
the role of Coward's 
alter ego. 


Stf 


Presenr Laughter is at 
the West Yorkshire 
Playhouse until 
23 January. For book- 
ing and enquiries, call 
0113-213 7700 


THE BOOK THE UNKNOWN MATISSE 



In this eagerly awaited 
biography Hilary Spurting 
uncovers the tumultuous 
family life and precarious 
artistic career of the 
pioneer of Fauvist 
painting, Henri Matisse. 


THE TV PROGRAMME PERSONAL services 


In the last of the series, 
Personal Services goes to 
South Shields to examine 
the strange goings-on in a 
launderette that is mostly 
frequented by elderly 
ladies and bachelors. 


"It is well known that Matisse suffered 
public mockery and financial insecurity, but 
neither the degree of misery he endured 
nor its varying causes have ever been 
uncovered in such revelatory detail." wrote 
Frances Spalding, continuing, "rhe depth 
and intensity of Spuriing's research compel 
attention." The Spectator called it "a 


triumph of sympathy and tone’, while The 
Sunday Telegraph was delighted: “Often, 
biographies of artists add little to one's 
understanding of their arr. This is a 
splendid exception. By revealing the 
turmoil... behind chat professorial mask, 
this book transforms our sense not only of 
Matisse but also of his work". 


One of the best biographies of 
an artist of recent years, 

Hilary Spuriing's study of 
Matisse is revealing about his 
troubled life and 
offers great insight 
into the changing 
nature of his art. 


jijul ms 
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The Unknown Matisse 
by Hilary Spurting is 
available in 
bookshops now, 
published by Hamish 
Hamilton 


"The washing basket is the window of the 
soul. That was the moral of Personal 
Services." said Matthew Sweet. ‘Posh 
Wosh was a social and spiritual service - a 
cross between a drop-in centre and the 
waiting room from Sartre's Huis clos." 

“A charming conclusion to a charming 
series." chimed The Daily Telegraph, while 


The Guardian praised this "unpretentious 
little series ... in Posh Wosh you can see all 
the stages of living and loving and losing." 
"John Pitman's engaging film got under the 
skin of the staff and their customers, 
revealing the dramas chat peppered their 
lives without tipping over from warmth into 
sentimentality," wrote the Evening Standard . 


The docu-drama lives on. It 
seems that there is no 
satisfying our interest in other 
people's daily routine and 
being privy to the 
intimate derails in 
the lives of 
strangers. 




This edition marks the 
end of Channel 4's 
Personal Services 
series. Wait for them 
to repeat it. 



EXIT POLL 

TKE PLAY 

id 

YOUNG VIC STUDIO 
LONDON 


KEVIN 
MOLONEY 

60, carer, London 
“I am not unhappy 
about it; I just feel 
that the actors are 
being patronised. 

It doesn't have to 
be nke that. They 
make me feel as though I am 
patronising them and I feel 
uncomfortable. 1 am enjoying what 
they are doing - I want them to do 
their thing. And I don't feel guilty 
about being here. I love to see 
them do rL I am just sorry there 
isn't a bigger audience.” 

WENDY 
MANNING 

24. publisher, 

London 

“M’s ail very well 
acted, very well 
delivered and it's 
a good storyline. 

It's like their 
other plays: they are all very good. 
This has lots of dancing. The music 
and the choreography are very 
good and so is the way the set and 
the costumes are simple but 
expressive, fitting in with the basic 
style of the play.’ 

CUURE 
HOPKINS 

46, writer. 

Wimbledon 
"I thought it was 
absolutely 
fantastic. I saw a 
play of theirs last 
year and thought 
it was just 
brillianL To tell their own story was 
a great idea. I really thought H was 
absolutely wonderful. What I liked 
most was the feeling of ensemble 
within the cast and the way that 
they all interacted. And the little 
fragment bits. It is definitely well 
worth seeing. I am going to 
recommend it to lots of people.” 




A month is a long time in sexual politics 


IRRITABLE LASSITUDE on a great 
estate; an emphasis on shifting 
moods rather than events; chronic 
vacillation singled out as the key to 
4 } the human condition - we have to 
be talking about Chekhov, don't we? 
Actually no, for aO these features are 
richly evident in A Month m the 
Country, the Turgenev play which 
anticipated Chekhov’s dramatic 
world by some 46 years. 

Michael Attenborough now 
revives it at the RSC using a free ver- 
sion by Brian Friel which gives the 
dialogue a lively Irish rhythm. If my 
ears don’t deceive me, though, 


there's an impish touch here. Jack 
Thrlton's baby -faced, bashfully grin- 
ning Aleksey - the tutor who bags 
the heart of both the bored, discon- 
tented Natalya and her young ward 
and unwittingly turns the household 
upside down before doing a bunk - 
is played as a Scot Anomalous, yet 
psychologically convincing: it is, 
after all traditional wisdom that a 
Scots accent could seO you anything 
The critic James Agate once 
wrote that all that is necessary for 
success with A Month in the Coun- 
try is the absence of a star actor and 
the refusal of the company to sus- 


THEATRE 

A MONTH IN THE COUNTRY 

ROYAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE 
STRATFORD 

pend animation when the leading 
character speaks. Well, Michael 
Attenborough’s production meets 
both those criteria - in the first 
instance rather disappointingly for 
those with memories of Helen Mir- 
ren matchlessly mercurial Natalya. 

But this unevenly cast production 
suggests there is another essential 
requirement- the ensemble should 


have quirky personality in depth. 
Much the most striking perfor- 
mance comes from Lloyd Hutchin- 
son, who bares the teeth of bogus 
chortling jollity to hilarious effects 
as the low-born doctor driven to 
clowning for the nobs as a way of 
concealing his contempt for them. 

Prepared to sell Natalya’s ward 
into a grotesque marriage for three 
horses and a wagonette, Hutchin- 
son's quack radiates a seedy cheer- 
fulness, as though being able to 
smile in the face of his moral squalor 
was a mark in his favour. As Vera, the 
young ward successively traduced fay 


Natalya, the tutor and the doctor, 
Catherine Walker is also impressive, 
offering a heart-catching study in 
blighted innocence. Too many other 
characters are either under- or over- 
played. like Jayne Ashbourne's ex- 
cruciatingly pert servant 
As Natalya. Sara Stewart is a 
vision of creamy skinned, gorgeously 
dressed loveliness, with a line in lan- 
guid brow-cocking irony and trans- 
parent manipulativeness. Trite to 
Turgenev's understanding of human 
inconsistency, she can keep us guess- 
ing from one moment to the next 
whether she will react with spite- 


fulness, orsoficitude. Thanks to this, 
the scene where Natalya sounds 
out her ward's feelings towards the 
tutor comes over like a dry run for 
the even greater scene in Uncle 
Vanya between Yelena and Sonia. 

Ms Stewart never convinced me 
that she had genuinely fallen in love 
with Aleksey, so the ineffable mix 
in the character of play acting and 
sincere distress lacks a vital com- 
ponent An engrossing production, 
but a patchy one. 

Paul Taylor 
Booking: 01789 295623 



Jack Tarlton and Catherine 
Walker as Aleksey and Vera 


The bitch has backed off 


SANDRA BERNHARD stalks 
around SoHo's gargantuan 
make-up emporium Sephora 
after two hours of signing her 
book May I Kiss You On The 
Lips . Miss Sandra?. A blonde 
woman tells her to look around 
for anything she wants, dahling 

- ' 3&0 Bernhard passes through 

the crowds pressing Shiseido 
powder and Clarins lipliner to 
their wrists - as her new book’s 
cover art emphasises, Bern- 
hard’s own lips are to lipstick 
as Stevie Nicks's eyes are to 
tassel] ed shawls. 

Sandra goes over to the 
Naturopathica section aisle and 
has a moment with the concept 
of evening primrose cream in 
a tiny jar for $35. It's an ex- 
pensive. natural genteel prod- 
uct and, as such, bears 
resemblance to the new Sandra 
Bernhard. Once a lovably nasty 

- emaciated character actress 
(The King of Comedy and, 
more recently, her cult- 
favourite film and show Without 
You. Pm Nothing), Bernhard’s 
odd fame arose from her 
dramatisations of desperation 
for fame. Now, a “centred'’ 
Bernhard closes her new 


New York 
Diary 



Alissa Quart 


Broadway show, Pm Still 
Here... Damn It! , with the re- 
frain “God is good". She even 
bit her tongue on a talk show 
when the host asked imbedJic 
questions about her “anger”. 

What’s changed? Is it her re- 
cent motherhood Gn a classic 
New York scenario, V enfant 
lives in its own studio upstairs 
from hers in the West Village)? 
While her 100-minute show is 
still the type of fare The New 
Ifork Times finds outrageous Gt 
seems New York’s newspaper 
of record will call anything 
“edgy”), in truth Bernhard's lat- 
est act has as many edges as a 


stick of designer incense. The 
comedienne cracks jokes about 
telephones (“Isn’t caller ID 
so passive-aggressive?”) and 
makes hired help funnies about 
house painters and cab dri- 
vers. Bernard also throws some 
models and Gianni Versace 
jokes into the mix. Think 1997. 

Maybe Bernhard's show is 
kinder and more tired because 
she’s no longer jonesing for 
stardom. Now she’s insulated 
by it StilL she could riff forev- 
er on the new meaning of the 
phrase “retro”. After serving as 
an honorific from the mid- 
seventies until last month, 
“retro” is suddenly being used 
as a derogatory term. As in the 
phrases, “Ugh, how retro!" or 
“Betrayal of the American pub- 
lic is really retro”. 

But would Bernhard's 
Broadway audience of grey- 
hairs (albeit dyed various fes- 
tive reds and expensive 
blondes) have chuckled at any- 
thing more grating than the 
gentler stuff she served them 
in her latest act? After all, they 
didn't laugh at her show's best 
joke, one where she imagined 
if the perfume cK one were a 


person, it would' be a throat- 
slashing. sodomising rapist 

Ail around New York, come- 
dians are clamouring for the 
Bernhard mantle. Comedy’s 
Razor's Edge, asking whether 
they are beautiful or monstrous 
and whether the audience is as 
virulently angry as they are. In 
dinky Off-Off Broadway dubs, 
the children of Bernhard prac- 
tise her cruel craft a liberal arts 
grad who lovingly, horribly im- 
itates the Eighties band The 
Dream Academy; a “post-fem- 
inist” singer with harsh words 
for her model (she’s the real 
thing while Sandra's the 
phony); a leather-clad, self-pro- 
claimed “bitch" who digs 
around in her pants for articles 
she will sneer at during her 
evening’s performance. One 
mean-spirited prankster even 
released a CD entitled 
Hanvkkah with Monica. 

Is the reconstructed Sandra 
composing any Lilith-like 
Hanukkah tunes this year? 
She's probably too busy fight- 
ing the last of the week’s can- 
dles in a designer menorah, 
surrounded by her glammy 
pals, as you read this. 


Arts Diary 

David Lister 


THOSE LIFETIME achievers 
-4 are getting younger. There 
* was a time when you had to 
have been performing in the 
Fifties, Sixties or the glam 
end of the Seventies. But I 
gather that the Eurythmics 
are to get the special award 
at next year’s Brits. And if 
thqy seem a little recent to 
have notched up a lifetime’s 
achievement, there is at least 
the consolation that Annie 
Lennox and Dave Stewart 
will perform together in 
public for the first time in 
eight years at the ceremony. 
As an encouragement to 
Dave and Annie to stick it out 
this time, new figures on this 
year’s earnings show the 
oldies wiping the floor with 
the younger upstarts. Tbp of 
the fist are the Rolling Stones 
who earned $ 2 00 m from their 
world tour, more than four 
jtirnes as much as U2 in 
Second place. Can’t t h i nk why 


Mick Jagger hasn't got a big 
grin all over his face. 

• 

THE CULTURE Secretary. 
Chris Smith, and the Arts 
Council chairman. Gerry 
Robinson, have made much 
of lottery grants going to the 
north and the importance of 
the arts in the north. It 
seems that by north they 
meant north London. The 
Prime Minis ter and the 
Culture Secretary both 
attended the opening of the 
new Sadler's Wells, along 
with the Arts Council 
chairman and secretary 
generaL But the lottery- 
assisted reopening of the 
Manchester Royal Exchange 
theatre after the IRA bomb 
damage drew none of these 
l umin aries- The Arts Council 
drama director Anna 
Stapleton, and lottery arts 
director; Prue Skene, flew the 


flag. Mr Blair and Mr Smith 
should try Manchester. You 
turn left at Islington High 
Street and head north. 

+ 

ON THE subject of Sadler’s 
Wells, it seems I am not 
alone in finding the seats 
uncomfortable. Mr Rufus 
Isaacs from Gerrards Cross, 
Bucks, has written in to say 
that only travelling economy 
on a jumbo jet equates. He 
adds: “The seats are far too 
narrow, the arm-rests 
inadequate, as is the 
legroom. I was constantly 
being kicked in the back by 
the person behind”. But 
apart from that Mr Isaacs, 
how did you enjoy the show? 

1 

CRONYISM DOES have its 
drawbacks. After announcing 
the Arts Council grants on 
Thursday, thereby making 


sworn enemies of dozens of 
companies from the RSC 
downwards, the Council 
chairman, Gerry Robinson, 
muttered: “People say I got 
this job because I’ve been 
friendly to the Labour Parly. 
If they reward their friends 
by asking them to sort out 
the Arts Council, they soon 
won’t have any left”. 

4 

SIR DAVID Spedding. head of 
MIS. has invited Dame Judi 
Dench for Christmas lunch, 
so that M of the Bond films 
and her real-life counterpart, 
C, can swap thoughts. But 
they wotf t learn much. Dame 
Judi doesn’t write her script, 
and Sir David will surely 
adopt a different persona for 
lunch with an actress than 
that familiar to his agents. 
But it's comforting to know 
that the head of MI 6 is a 
groupie at heart. 
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Make up your own mind. Choose 
what you want to hear and when you 
want to hear it. There's never been 
more good music out there. And with 
MiniDisc, there's never been a better 
way to capture it and play it back. 
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Hark the herald angels whinge 

So did your favourite modem authors enjoy their pudding and crackers? Pull the other o ne, writes Jeremy Lew is ^ 


I n December 1958, Philip 
Larkin wrote, festive as 
ever. “What an awful time of 
year this is! Just as one is 
feeling that if one can just 
hold on, if it just won’t getany 
worse, then all this Christmas idio- 
cy bursts upon one like a slavering 
Niagara of nonsense". 

Despite Dickens’ best endeavours 
(“That man must be a misanthrope 
indeed, in whose breast something 
like a jovial feeling is not roused by 
the recurrence of Christmas") the 
Season of Good Will seems to have 
an equal and opposite effect on 
many literary folk, who have a way 
of articulating feelings (often un- 
worthy) common to us aH 
“Christmas is upon us. Oh Lord 
preserve us,” sighs tbe diarist 
Frances Partridge, while Stephen 
Spender sagely observes that “This 
part of winter becomes every year 
more like a dark tunnel one enters 
about 15 December; not to emerge 
until after New Year". Widespread 
sentiments, it seems, in the repub- 
lic of letters, the citizens of which 
grudgingly push typewriters aside 
to partake in last-minute present- 
buying, gorging themselves rigid, 
affecting paroxysms of pleasure 
and surprise, trying to be kind to dull 
or unwanted relations, and seeking 
oblivion via the bottle. 

Christmas 1959 was, for Frances 
Partridge, “as usual a gruelling 
endurance test for almost everyone 
- except the children, who moved 
like ecstatic ghosts among moun- 
tains of parcels, toys, books, televi- 
sion sets and Balmain fur coats". 
One of the side-effects of wartime 
shortages had been to simplify the 
business of buying presents. In 1941, 
Vita Sackville-West gave Harold 
Nicolson an alarm-dock which foiled 
to go off, and he spent the rest of the 
day “sitting indoors feeling rotten". 
Lunching with the formidable 
dame Una Pope-Henneasy on 
Christmas Day two years later, 
James Lees-MQne gave his hostess, 
her two sons and Nancy Mitford a 
small bar of soap each, shaped like 
a lemon. Hie Dame reciprocated 
with a honeycomb, while Nancy 
Mitford chipped in with an egg and 
“an ounce of real form butter". 
Thirty years on, staying with the 
Droghedas, Lees-Milne found him- 
self caught up in a more familiar 
routine of "efftisive thanks, cries of 
gush as we unpack expensive 
parcels which we don’t always want, 
much over-eating of too rich foods.” 

One of the dangers of inviting 
writers to lunch is that the world may 
end up Ieamingabout the stinginess 
of the presents on offer and the hor- 
rors of the cooking. Cyril Connolly 
and his pantherine second wife, 
Barbara Skelton, spent Christmas 
Day 1953 with Ian and Ann Fleming 
in Kent Their host Barbara noted, 
had “lost any semblance of good 
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looks, a bottle-necked figure with a 
large bum". Famously greedy, Con- 
nolly liked to be known as a gourmet, 
but although much had been 
promised from the Flemings' new 
cooks, tiie best they could provide 
was “rancid stuffing for the turkey 
and bottled chipolatas", and brandy 
butter made with synthetic cream. 

After lunch, presents were hand- 
ed round. The year before Fleming 
had given Barbara a '‘used pencil, 
a used lighter and a dirty motto", but 
this time he stretched to a pair of 
black lacy underpants and a 
“hideous beige galoshes bag”. A 
fellow-guest and former lover; Peter 


Quennell, came up with the same 
Henry James novel he'd given her 
10 years before. On the way home, 
the Connollys' car run out of petrol, 
and the embattled couple stamped 
angrily off in opposite directions. 

Equally unflattering accounts of 
seasonal festivities are provided by 
Connolly’s friend and tormentor; 
Evelyn Waugh. “We managed to 
collect a number of trashy and cost- 
ly toys for the stockings,' 1 he wrote 
in 1945, and although the plum pud- 
ding was tasteless, “by keeping the 
children in bed for long periods we 
managed to have a tolerable day”. 
The following year; “I made a fair 


show of geniality throughout the day, 
though the spectacle of a litter of 
shoddy toys and half-eaten sweets 
sickened me.” Lunch was “cold and 
pooriy cooked”, and Waugh spent the 
remainder of a “ghastly day” com- 
paring the published version of The 
Diary of a Nobody with that 
serialised in Punch - an improve- 
ment on Harold Nicolson’s 1940 
Christmas diet of government 
memoranda. 

"We got tight and I recited New- 
bolfs poems, firing off a toy pistol as 
a ‘turn 1 at the local Yuletide Dance 
at the Beach Hotel in Littlehampton. 
Alcoholic remorse set in after- 


wards,” John Betjeman confessed in 
1931. Booze looms large in literary 
Christmases, both as antidote and 
as agentprovocateur. In Yugoslavia 
in 1944. Waugh condescended to 
drink cocktails “with a group of 
proletarian officers”. Anthony Pow- 
ell's Christinas Day diary entries 
read like vintner’s lists (“Tristram 
gave me a bottle of Nuits St Georges 
'85; Archie, Moulins Grassier Grand 
Poiqeaux (Medoei 79). 

No doubt drinks had been taken 
when Barbara rounded on “Hubby'” 
chez the Betjemans (“My god, you 
are a bore with your shrub talk all 
the time!”), or when Lees-Milne 


spotted Princess Margaret and Lord 
Snowdon bickering over drinks after 
the Christmas service in St George's 
ChapeL Windsor (“Then I shall have 
to walk home by myself!”). 

Ftew of our modern diarists put in 
an appearance at church, though 
Barbara Skelton went along one 
year with Mrs Lea the charwoman 
and complained that “the turning of 
the wafer into Christ’s body and 
the port wine into blood took an 
interminable time." Staying with 
Lord David Cedi and his family, 
Frances Partridge tried instead to 
“bring my mind to bear on an arti- 
cle on Wittgenstein”, but the Cecils 


wouldn't stop touring for an instant 
Dislike of Christmas in general 
was as familiar to the mid-Victorians 
as it is today Edmund Gosse’s father 
abominated Christmas, declaring it 
to be nothing more than Popish 
nonsense, and when his son 
confessed he had been lured into the 
servants' quarters and offered an 
□licit slice of Christmas pudding 
("Oh! Papa, Papa, I have eaten of 
flesh offered to idols”), the old 
gentleman rushed into the kitchen, 
laid hands on the offending object 
and buried it deep in a compost heap. 
Few of our modem Christmas- 
haters quite come up to that 
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Heroes and villains of 1 998 i Criminal neglect 




After a hyperactive year in books, The Literator is seeing stars - and turkeys 


HEROES 


Stuart Proffitt 

When ordered from on high to 
drop Chris Patten’s book on 
Hong Kong, he resigned from 
HarperCollins in one of the 
highest profile departures since 
Michael Heseltine stalked out 
of the Cabinet As Proffitt de- 
fended his author, every last 
vestige of the non-Murdoch 
media were joined in battle. To 
them, Patten was a brave de- 
fender of free speech standing 
up to Murdoch’s evil empire. 
Dozens of authors and agents 
offered soundbites to the effect 
that they would never again 
deal with HarperCollins. With 
one or two exceptions, it was 
soon business as usual as var- 
ious individuals HaimpH to have 
been “misquoted". 
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Left to right: Beryl Bainbridge, Ted Hughes, Penny Junor and Andrew Morton 


UPPA/SWMNS 


Tim Waterstone 

Having sold bis chain to W H 
Smith, the founder bought it 
back via HMV in a £300m deal: 
the biggest ever in British book 
retailing. Despite this sum- 
mer's British opening of Bor- 
.. ders, it remains, for discerning 
t buyers, the chain of choice. 


Beryl Bainbridge 

Yet again the bridesmaid, the 
author of Master Georgie bore 
her fifth failure to win the Book- 
er with dignity and humour; 
even as everyone agreed that 
Ian McEwan had won with a 
novel very for from his best 


Magnus Mills 

The man who proved that bus 
drivers can go all the way when 
his debut The Restraint qf 
Beasts made it on to tire Book- 
er and Whitbread shortlists. 


Buster 

The dog once accused of GBH 
in St James's Park proved his 
rehabilitation by “writing” what 
everyone agreed was a nifty 
piece of doggerel about Hie 
Man, aka Roy Hattersley. 


Ted Hughes 

The Poet Laureate surprised 
everyone with Birthday Let- 
ters, a reflection on his years 
with Sylvia Plath that looks all 
the mare poignant with his 
passing. Just as he maintained 
a riijgnrfi pfl silenrp agains t, those 

who charged him with driving 
his estranged wife to her death, 
so he declined to play the sym- 
pathy card by sharing with the 

public the fact that he had can- 
cer. Birthday Letters and his 
previous volume Tales from 
Ovid picked up all the major 
poetry prizes. 


Stephen King 

In his first tour for 17 years, the 
multimiliion-seUing author 
worked his butt off at sell-out 
events. At signings he made 
time for everyone, chatting, in- 
scribing messages as request- 
ed and even phoning one 
woman's husband - despite the 
enormous queues. At the year's 
biggest launch party, for Bag of 
Bones, he sang and played gui- 
tar with Ken fpllett’s band 
Damn Right I Got the Blues. 
King may be one of the worid’s 
biggest selling authors, but he 
may also be the world’s most 
unassuming. 


Louis de Bern teres 
Named Author of the Year, the 
creator of Captain Corelli’s 
Mandolin continued to erqoy 
his long run in the charts while 
remaining unchanged by suc- 
cess. The Queen’s Dragoon 
Guards dropout spent years 
odd-jobbing before embarking 
on a literary careen A word-of- 
mouth success shunned fay all 
the major prizes, Corelli has 
doubled its sales in the past 12 
months, to 700,000 copies in 
Britain alone. Afilm is in train. 


was not a censorship issua 
Murdoch, in deciding that Pat- 
ten did not fit his agenda, was 
doing what all publishers do 
from time to tima Patten was 
perfectly free to publish else- 
where, which he did. Staff at 
HarperCollins bitterly resent- 
ed bring made to appear moral- 
ly bankrupt and there was 
widespread feeling that Proffitt 
had attempted to use the Pat- 
ten affair to enlarge his terri- 
tory, never expecting that he 
would be forced to resign. 


Mike 0*Mara 

For brokering the Morton/ 
Lewinsky deal and then justi- 
fying their collaboration by cit- 
ing a shared love of T S Elliot 


Sir Edward Heath 

For simply - finally - finishing 
those memoirs. 


VILLAINS 


Bertelsmann 

Lite a thief in the night, the 
German media conglomerate 
stole in to buy Random House 
from Si Newhouse. Many 
a gents and authors bewailed 
the fact that, however benign 
the Bertelsmann management, 
publishing was becoming ever 
more homogenised with power 
in fewer and fewer hands. 


Frederick Forsyth and 
Lord Lloyd-Webber 

Two of the worid’s most over- 
weening ambitions announced 
they were joining forces to pro- 
duce a sequel to Phantom qftfze 
Opera. The deal was brokered 
by Ed Victor, Britain’s most 
egocentric literary agent (and, 
according to a survey our third 
most popular party guest) . 


Stuart Proffitt 

Just as Michael Heseltine's 
resignation was not merely 
about helicopters, so Proffitt’s 
was not merely about Chris fat- 
ten. Impartial critics noted this 


Andrew Morton 

As though he hadn’t helped to 
dish enough dirt already, Mor- 
ton signed a deal with publish- 
ers Michael OlAara to 
collaborate with Monica Lewin- 
sky on her memoirs. 


Penny Junor 

In writing Charles: Victim or 
VtUain?, the journalist whose 
toadying oeuvre includes 
biographies of Richard Burton 
and John Major presumably 
hoped to help with the heir's 
rehabilitation. Sadly, the move 
backfired and even Vinnie 
Jones entered the fray when he 
and Junor were guests of Libby 
Purves on Midweek. When a 
US interviewer said that HRH 
had no one to confide in, Junor 
allegedly countered “He’s got 
me. 1 ”. Tbe first rule of journal- 
ism? Protect your sources! 


IMAGINE A gathering of 
gifted professionals - the 
finest a business can boast 
assembled to honour their 
peers at an annual awards 
ceremony. Then imagine 
that the leading guest at 
such a glitzy bash used his 
spotlit role to tell the 
company that he really 
couldn’t be bothered with 
their work. That he never 
spent much time eqjoying 
their skills - except when 
the BBC paid him to study 
an example of it Now, if you 
were a dedicated toiler in 
this trade, wouldn't you feel 
more than a mite aggrieved? 

Yet that was just how 
Michael Mansfield QC 
addressed last week’s 
Dagger Awards of the Crime 
Writers Association at the 
Law Society. The TV-friendly 
campaigning silk told the 
massed virtuosi of thrillers 
and whodunnits that he 
seldom had time to read 
them - save when be talked 
about John Grisham on the 
radio. Puzzlingly, he then 
segued into a sort of anti- 
Pinochet ramble that left 
the great brief sounding less 
like a star advocate than the 
only pinko cabbie in the 
knows universe. 

Mansfield is missing a 
treat - especially if, as I 
hear, he may have some 
crime-writing ambitions of 
his own. No sector of British 
fiction looks as vital and 
varied at present as crime 
and mystery, in all its forms. 
At least two finalists for the 
1998 CWA/ Macallan Gold 
Dagger for fiction - Michael 
Dlbdin's A Long Finish and 
Reginald Hill's On Beulah 
Height - would have graced 
any Booker shortlist on 
purely literary grounds. In 
the event, the top prize went 


A Week in 
books 



casual contempt of the 
smart Establishment It's 
enough to drive a notr buff 
to dream up a retributive 
plot-line. “Death in the Red 
Chambers”, anyone? 


I \ \ n 


BOYD 

TONKIN 


The Supercilious Silk, 
and the Bashful 
Benefactor: two 
Christmas mysteries 


to a formidable transatlantic 
contender: James Lee 
Burke's Sunset Limited 
(Orion), the latest in the 
Louisiana-based series 
featuring Inspector Dave 
Robicheaux, lauded by Pete 
Davies in the Independent 
as “the most impressive 
body of crime fiction in 
America today”. 

No matter. However good 
crime writing gets, some 
supercilious celeb can 
always look down his nose at 
the best in the business. 

This is not just snobbish, but 
senseless as welL Any half- 
awake watcher of the* 
publishing scene knows that 
the big story of tbe new 
millennium will involve the 
collapse of those already 
frayed distinctions between 
so-called “genre” and 
“literary" fictions. The best 
crime writers stand well in 
the vanguard of that 
convergence. Yet still th^y 
have to grin and bear the 


COURTING DISSENT, the 
CWA gave its award for non- 
fiction to Cries Unheard 
(Macmillan): Gitta Sereny’s 
fierce, forensic quest for the 
links between what was 
done to little Mary Bell and 
what she did to the two boys 
she killed Sereny's book 
may come into contention 
again when the first-ever 
judging panel for the Samuel 
Johnson Prize for Non- 
Fiction convenes early next 
spring, it is funded, Orange- 
Priz e-style, by a nameless 
bashful bookworm (“a 
retired British businessman 
and philanthropist") to the 
tune of £30,000 for the 
winner and £2.500 each of 
the shortlisted authors. With 
a longlist due in March, a 
shortlist in May and a 
winner proclaimed by its 
first chair - James Naughtie 
- at the start of June, the 
Samuel Johnson will fill the 
yawning gap left last year 
when fickle NCR abandoned 
their non-fiction award. Its 
creation gives a Christmas 
boost to aspiring travellers, 
biographers, memoirists, 
entics and scientists - and 
to their publishers. Knowing 
Naugh tie's own proclivities, 
musical biographers might 
fed most chuffed. As for the 
Johnson monicker - well, it 
would be very churlish to 
big up Sam's own definition 
of a patron; “Commonly a 
wetch who supports with 
msolence. and is paid with 

battery . Perfaapg 

explains the anonymity. 
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Still rocking I|lff|llJI 
’with the old 


mMmm 


horror show 

In these dark days, what could be more fun than a tale 
from the crypt? Philip Hoare disinters Gothic chic 


A t the dying-down of 
the year, as trees be- 
come skeletal and 
berries turn blood-red 
against viridian hies, 
as grey fogs wreathe 
the tallest city blocks, the thoughts 
of a Northern European aesthete 
naturally turn to matters Gothic. 
This festive season, latter-day Goths 
have a new tome with which to con- 
sole their dark thoughts. Richard 
^Darenport- Hines's book dissects 
■!nhe cadaver of the Gothic imagina- 
tion. From the 1 7th-century eruption 
of Vesuvius which remade the land- 
scape in a Gothic image and sowed 
the seeds for the visceral paintings 
of Salvator Rosa, to The Cure, David 
Lynch, and the dummies of the 
Chapman Brothers, Davenport- 
Hines's book deftly cites painting, lit- 
erature, film and pop culture to 
define the sensibility. Morbidly rel- 
evant in our/m-de-siede, Gothic ar- 
tifice looms large in the ima gina tion 
as we toy with our own decadence. 

Gothic, of course, is all about the 
transposition of the real into the ar- 
tificial. For all its Central European 
aura, it is a very English sensibili- 
ty. Our countiy is riddled with its 
..^pirit, in such sites as the ruins of 
Tetley Abbey outside Southampton. 
By the lfith century, mature trees 
grew out of the roofless nave of this 
dissolved Cistercian house, inspir- 
ing Horace Walpole and Thomas 
Gray to hymn its sublime charms. 
Jane Austen came too, along with 
her impressionable niece Fanny. 

Fanny's breathless, bosom-heav- 
ing reaction to the waterside abbey 
echoed that of Catherine Morland, 
heroine of Austen’s Gothic pastiche, 
Northanger Abbey: “Never was 
there anything in the known world 
‘j^be compared to that compound of 
everything that is striking, ancient 
and majestic we were struck dumb 
with admiration, and I wish I could 
write anything that would come 
near to the sublimity of it but that 
is utterly impossible as nothing I 
could say would give you a distant 
idea of its extreme beauty.” She was 
not alone in her admiration One afi- 
cionado of Gothic was so taken with 
the abbey that he had the entire 
north transept demolished and re- 

b'lijhas an “authentic” folly in the 

grands of his countiy house. 

Netlev is a perfect example of the 
Gnthir rpflrpfl that hit Englan d in the 



Gothic: four hundred 
years of excess, horror, 
evil and ruin 

by Richard Davenport-Hines 

Fourth Estate. £20. 438pp 


wake of Mrs Radcliffe's pulp-fiction 
shockers. Seekers of the sublime 
arrived in their droves, hotels were 
set up nearly, and the whole thing 
became a theme park, complete 
with torchlit tours of the ruins to 
thrill young maidens in thin m uslin. 
With their morbid tastes and anti- 
social hours, these Goths were an 
Enlightenment-spawned version of 
1970s punks, and Netiey Abbey their 
equivalent of a night club. 

There was (and is) a degree of vul- 
garity involved in Gothic. After all, 
the 18th -century’s most flamboyant 
goth, William Beckfbrd, was a man 
of trade, employing the gains of com- 
merce to bufld Fbnthill Abbey and its 
soaring tower - the tallest in the 
countiy for all of the few short years 
it stood before its genybuilt struc- 
ture collapsed in a heap of rubble. 
Beckford’s Fbnthill was filled with 
more effects than a Lloyd Webber 
stage show. One Christmas, Lord 
Nelson was greeted by a drive lined 
with flaming torches and admitted 
by dwarves into a cathedral-like 
space where hidden lamps pro- 
duced startling lighting effects. 

You can still find traces of Beck- 
ford's follies at FbnthiU in deepest 
Wiltshire. With its giant lake, and 
enormous boulders sunken into the 
bosky grounds, it is an artificial 
Wagnerian landscape. One almost 
expects Ludwig n of Bavaria to 
come punting along in a giant swan. 

The Gothic buildings of the I8th 
century evinced a reactionary, 
atavistic and coded political desire 
to affirm the feudal past By the time 


(he radical campaigner William Cob- 
bett had embarked on his famous 
Rural Rides, Gothic was decidedly 
the province of new money. In 1821, 
Cobbett encountered a certain Mr 
Montague's estate in north Hamp- 
shire: “Of all the ridiculous things I 
ever saw in my life this place is the 
most ridiculous”, he wrote. “The 
house looks like a sort of church... 
with crosses on the tops of different 
parts of the pile... in one of the grav- 
el walks, we had to pass under a 
gothic arch, with a cross on the top 
of it... this gothic arch, disfigured by 
the hand of old Fbther Time, was 
composed of Scotch fir wood, as rot- 
ten as a pear; nailed together in such 
a way as to make the thing appear, 
from a distance, like the remnant of 
a ruin! 1 wonder how long this sick- 
ly, thin childish taste is to remain?” 

For another two centuries, at 
least As a reaction against the 
rationalism of the Enlightenment 
Gothic was a thing undead, con- 
stantly revived like the vampire 
count himself Ahead of Cobbett 
was the great 1 9th -century explosion 
of Gothic. Pugin’s enthusiastic in- 
carnation of Victorian Gothic, an in- 
dustrialised, decorative style, was 
echoed more darkly in the works of 
Bram Stoker, Edgar Allen Poe and 
Robert Louis Stevenson. 

As Davenport-Hines points out 
Gothic has much to do with the 
sense of h uman isolation, the indi- 
vidual against the rest Where the 
18th-century Goths had reacted 
against rationalism, their heirs re- 
acted against the machine; and the 
machine of a controlling society. In 
this aspect Gothic allied with the ar- 
tifice of late 19th-century Deca- 
dence - the dandy’s "recreation of 
self as manufactured object”, in 
Susan Sontag's formulation - and 
paved the way for its pop-cultural as- 
similation in the modern era. 

Nowhere is this more evident 
than in America, a country which has 
spent the 20th century rooted in the 
19th but trying to live in the 21st. 
Having given us Poe, the horror 
movie, and the great Southern Goth- 
ic fiction of Fbulkner and Flannery 
O'Connoi; America has now evolved 
a mall-friendly Gothic of Nightmare 
on Elm Street remakes and Tim 
Burton’s films (and books). Modem 
American Gothic is a reaction 
against fundamentalism (which in 
turn reacts against it) and the ther- 
















Mall-style Gothic: Freddy Krueger in ‘A Nightmare on Elm Street 3* 


apy culture which has produced 
contagious tales of alien abduction 
(themselves foretold in Fkiseli's 
nightmare paintings). Davenport- 
Hines cites Mark Edmundson’s book 
Nightmare on Main Street (Har- 
vard), with its “provocative section 
on recovered memory syndrome 
as a gothic melodrama”. 

Once in this culture] frame, it is 
tempting to construe almost any- 
thing as Gothic; from William Kent’s 
authentically Gothic act of planting 
a dead tree in Kensington Gardens, 
to the wilting carpet of flowers 
placed there 200 years later in hon- 
our of a dead princess. The Gothic 
imagination can draw a line be- 
tween child-abuse cases and The 
Wicker Man; it can conjure up the 
true demons of the modem era. 

After all, this is an age which 
reached its nadir with Nazi Gothic 
to a Wagnerian soundtrack; where 
Mervyn Peake's neo-romantic Goth- 
ic, infected with madness and his 
death-camp drawings from Bel sen, 
mirrored a century which began 
with the Armageddon of the Great 


War and threatened to end in a mil- 
lennial version of \fesuvhis's plumed 
explosion: the shadow of the Bomb. 

Back in Netiey, the abbey’s med- 
ieval Gothic was supplanted by the 
Victorian Gothic of a military hos- 
pital and asylum. A quarter-mile 
long, it became the new focus for a 
more terrible Gothic spirit a place 
where shell-shocked men were 
filmed in juddering black and white 
like a German Expressionist movie. 

Tyranny, genocide, mechanised 
warfare: we who have lived under 
these shadows must have expected 
to see Gothic galvanised anew. Goth- 
ic is a logical response to an apoc- 
alyptic era, from Conrad’s Heart of 
Darkness to Joy Division's tortured 
extremes and the suicide of their 
singer, lan Curtis. He incarnated 
what Michael BraceweU terms 
“Northern Gothic", with BranweU 
Bronte and the witches of Pendle. 

Gothic’s dark river runs through 
our culture. From Derek Jarman’s 
gay Gothic - his Catholic-obsessed 
films and dark cavelike central Lon- 
don flat with its heavy medieval fur- 










niture - to Anthony Hopkins’s muz- 
zled face in Silence of the Lambs . the 
modem appetite for its dark ex- 
cesses is un diminished. Witness 
the revival of The Exorcist the pop- 
ularity of TheX-Jiles, or the shlock- 
Gothic of Marilyn Mans on. 

We need these correctives to the 
bland Blairite, confessional Clin- 
tonite, world of self-improvement 1 
once had to lecture in Lincoln, Neb- 
raska. the heart of a wide-open 
prairie where one would expect no 
hint of perverse Gothicry. Yet the 
teenage boy whose room I had been 
given turned out to be an obsessive 
fan of Martin Degviile ofSigue Sigue 
Sputnik as cynical an exercise in 
1980s pop-Gothic as you could get 

Later that trip, I ended up in the 
film director John Waters's house in 
Baltimore, a redbrick pile in the mid- 
dle of American suburbia. I was 
greeted by Waters in his hall, stand- 
ing next to an electric chair. My fel- 
low diners resembled a glamorous 
Addams Family, and the guest bed- 
rooms were decorated with paint- 
ings of Disney characters done by 


Palace Pictures 

a serial killer. “It means no-one 
stays more than one night" said Wa- 
ters. wrinkling his moustache. 

In the attic, alongside a collection 
of rusty Victorian surgical equip- 
ment was a threadbare rocking 
horse. I'd swear it had only just 
stopped rocking as we came into the 
room. But perhaps I was doomed to 
a Gothic imagination since receiv- 
ing my education in a Catholic col- 
lege occupying Horace Walpole’s 
Strawberry Hill. My room was 
lapped by the lawns that surround- 
ed Walpole's turrets and towers, and 
his weird Chapel in the Woods. 

In the late 1990s. the Gothic imag- 
ination persists in British art The 
Sensation show was full of it- from 
Hirst's pickles to Ron Muerck's 
"Dead Dad". Cathy de Monchaux's 
sculptures ooze feminine Gothic 
horror in their reference to the 
vagina dentata. BritArt seems as 
obsessed with sex and death as the 
decadent art erf two previous jins-de- 
siecle. As we enter the next millen- 
nium, Gothic's well-preserved 
corpse has been snatched again. 


Time for our poets to make the best of a bard job 

New year, new Poet Laureate? Bill Greenwell imagines how some of the main contenders might want to apply for the post 


Carol Ann Duffy 

, “Queen Time" 

Butt of wine. Guineas. The sound of sabres 
rattling like teeth in the cut glass by the bed. 

You love the dunk of the funeral bell, fiat, 
as you answer the coded caH Ode. Dirge. 
Epithalamium. Your voice cracks like plaster 
when the tall orders arrive on the same day 
while the rest watch telly. Princess Anne, 
or is it BTs answering service? The Abbey? 

Visit Assassin. Bishop. You have the guts 
to garter the knights, to slice open their visors 
as if they were hiding pearls. The last rites. 

The Charity Shield, the sweet FA. You dash 
a brocade of words to a fax. and you leave 
the new Pursuivant gasping. 

Ybur countiy looks fast-forward to a past where the 
present timerhymes. I need the work, boss. 

, I want the sack. 


Andrew Motion 

“In Quiet Confidence" 

The telephone rings. It is the palace 
-no, the prime minister, his voice bright 
as an old spark. And I must confess 
1 have been half-expecting him to write, 

and I know, and he knows, and Ladbroke's knows 
what line is being quietly plied 
I think he is inviting me to choose 
to step in those open brogues. On parade. 

So I answer; half-scrambling my words, 
in a jittery sequence, a series of whispers 
which sound like time-clocks or goat’s beard 
in a tight breeze just before vespers - 

So 1 tell him, which I will, you know, 
what my decision is. Yes, that's correct 
/ know exactly what I have to do. 



Benjamin Zephaniah D Swanboroitgh 
and he explains what titles to expect 

I’ve been the odds-on-favourite, 
and will not blench at it, nor take offence, 
when offered, though I may say Shit 
Is that all right? I'll have to do it once. 


Benjamin Zephaniah 

"Me laureate poem" 

Dis a Laureate ran tin for de royal occasion 
Mean de people no feget bout de Norman invasion 
Bout de Queen an her mudder an her Philip mista 
An nu feget de vista of her Caribbean sista 
Andewayde doubled-barrel kill de old King Harold 
Wid de old King Johnnies in dere robes apparelled 
Yu can't feget de Jameses and de Williams and de 
Georges 

Cause Inglan mek dere history an it sound so 
gorgeous 

Yu don't need fe believe it long as hands be 
dappin 

But now dey need to listen to me riddim and me 
rappin 

Need fe rock wid me when Fm poet by 
appointment 

De bee what mek new jelly for de Queen’s own 
ointment 


I don’t need nu sceptre nu de orb an all de 
baubles 

Me chant bout Brixton an Handsworth an de 
Gorbals 

You tink bout de truth an de whole disgrace an 
favour 

When dey mek me de Reggae Roots Royal Dub 
Raver 

Wendy Cope 

“Laureates And Their Boring Manifestoes" 

I've offered to be the Laureate - 
1 think it would be a breeze. 

There are lots of things to be sorry at. 

But I'm fond of royalties. 

BUI Greenwdl writes a weekly topical poem for the 
“New Statesman His book “7b ny Blair Reminds 
Me of a Budgie* is available, price £5 from Entire 
Photo Here Press, PO Bar 317, Exeter E\’* 1 3SR 
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Spoken word forXmas 



BY EMMA HAGESTADT AND CHRISTOPHER HIRST 


K.f UJSTT.R 


VPLB. YEATS 


apprentice 

mage £§= Z' -1 

by R F Foster. sSSLZ 
Oxford, £15. 

6A0pp 


Only the Lonely: 
the Roy 
Orbison story 
by Adam 
Clayson. 
Sanctuary. £72. 

226pp 



Musical 
Anecdotes 
by Henry Kelly 
and John Foley, 
Hodder. £6.99. 
328pp 


THE PROTEAN figure who emerges 
from Roy Foster's monumental, 
surprisingly amusing reassessment 
of W B Yeats is very much of our 
times: drug-taking (he preferred 
hashish to mescal), drawn to 
mysticism, we even see him with bis 
lover shopping for a bed in the 
Tottenham Court Road. Though 
intimately involved with the decadent 
movement, this most ambitious of 
poets also played a key role in 
forging modem Ireland. A major 
strength of the book is its delineation 
of Yeats's personal relations - from 
his tangled love life to his admirably 
unequivocal support for Oscar 
Wilde. Fbster is content to let the 
poetry, which he quotes generously; 
speak for itself. 


THE LIFE of the Big 0 was notoriously 
peppered with tragedy. And similar 
misfortune seems to be pursuing him 
beyond the grave, judging by this 
garbled biography. 

It is frequently impossible to fathom 
out what is going on, from early 
struggles (‘‘This breath of stale air 
commenced a wrestling with 
vocational stimulus...' 7 ) through 
success in England (“He was the 
sombre side of Freddy Canity’s coin”) 
to the Travelling Wilbury’s (“He 
was.. . a well-spring of kismet 
supercool”). From a self-penned 
biographical note, we learn that the 
author is also a singer, whose new 
album is his “artistic apotheosis”. 

Good job too, if this is anything 
to go by. 


WEIRDLY UNFUNNY, this trawl of 
hors d’ oeuvres would be an ideal 
present for a musical nephew - as 
long as you never see him. Though it 
is interesting to learn the accuracy 
of the Mozart character in the film 
Amadeus - apparently the great 
man was “remarkably small (four 
foot, eleven inches), very thin and 
pale, with a profusion of fine, fair 
hair” - your appreciation of this 
book wfll depend on how amusing 
you find Sir Thomas Beecbam’s view 
of the trombone as an “antique 
drainage system" or the anonymous 
contribution “Why do violinists 
stand outside people’s houses? 
Because they can’t find the 
key and don't know when to come 
in." Ha! 


ERCUS LINE HAN 


The Safest 
Place 
by Fergus 
Linenhan. 
Pan. £6.99. 

262pp 
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City Girl, 
by Patricia 
Scanlan. 
Bantam, £5.99. 
477pp 


SET IN wartime Ireland, Fergus 
Linenhan's enjoyable second novel 
tells the story of a young man on the 
run. Sent to Dublin to assassinate a 
Special Branch detective, young 
Republican Eddie O'Sullivan spends 
his days in a boarding house and his 
nights falling in love with Kay, a show 
singer at Dublin's Coliseum. But, 
after the deadly deed is done, Eddie 
is forced to flee into the cold winter 
countryside. Populating his novel 
with Judith Hearne-iike spinsters, 
penniless variety artistes and 
war-mad schoolboys, film critic 
Linenhan (the author of Under the 
Durian Tree) knows the virtues of 
unfussy prose and old-fashioned 
storytelling. 


MARRED BY academic gobbledegook 
(“transcoding is a disjunctive 
process”), this critical work tackles the 
intriguing theme of Anglo-Indian 
fiction inspired by the Raj during its 
apogee from 1880-1930. Parry savages 
imaginative flesh-creepers by 
“irreproachable matrons" (“I myself 
have seen a handsome youth 
sacrificed to Kali, bled at the wrists 
and ankles and disembowelled." 
frothed Maude Diver). Parry is 
equally scathing about three more 
talented writers: “preposterous”, 
“superficial", “irascible”. Though 
Kipling is the best of a bad lot, she 
insists he viewed India 'through 
ethnocentric lenses”. Well, there's a 


surprise. 





BUI Bryson is the travel list this week: 
taking the top five places with a 
combined sales total of 46.449. That’s 
not nearly as many as Delia, mind yon; 
though the TV screening of Notes From 
a Big Country early next year should 
send his sales up into the stratosphere. 
The stranglehold of the big three - 
Bryson, Attenborough and Smith - on 


the top of the non-fiction chart probably 
won't loosen until the last book token 
has been redeemed in the New Year. 
That said, is there anybody left in the 
country whose Christmas wish to 
improve their own culinary skills, or 
more likely those of their nearest and 
dearest, still lacking That Cookbook? 
And for those sick of being told that 


they can’t even boil an egg, the 
resurgence in the sales of Men are From 
Mars... suggests a pro-active approach 
to backing the post-Christmas high In 
the number of people filing for divorce. 


Compiled by Bockumtchfrom soles over 
seven days ending 13 December 
i QBockwatch ltd, 1998 


ORIGINAL FICTION 


AUTHOR/PUBL15HER 


WEEKLY SALES 


1(1) 


2 ( 2 ) 


3(6) 




5(4) 


6(3) 

7(5) 


Carpe Jugulum 


Tara Road 


Archangel 


City Girl 


Point of O 


Field of Thirteen 
Rainbow Six 


Powerplays 


Charlotte Gra 


Terry Pratchett (Doubleday) 10,609 


Maeve Binchy (Orion) 8,844 


Robert Harris (Hutchinson) 6,926 


Ffctricia Scanlan (Bantam) 6,781 


Patricia D Cornwell (Little. Brown)6, 61 8 


Dick Francis (M Jo 


Tom Clancy (M Joseph 


Tom Clanc 


Sebastian Faulks (Hutchinson 


iMiHii airai i ■ gagaa 


6,515 


6,510 


4,599 


4,556 


3,802 


£16.99 


£16.99 


£16.99 


£5.99 


£16.99 


£16.99 


£16.99 


£5.99 


£16.99 


ORIGINAL NON-FICTION 


AUTHOR/PUBLISHER 


WEEKLY SALES 


1(1) Delias How to Cook 


2(2) The Life of Birds 


Delia Smith (BBC) 


64,247 


£16.99 


Mill •/•111*] [ 


5(6) The Little Book of 


6(7) Little Book o 


7(8) Addicted 


ichard Curtis et al (M Joseph) 


ul Wilson (Penguin 


Element) 


JE1J , I , HI- 1 


lO(-) Losing My Virginity 


arsons ) 




TRAVEL 


AUTHOR/PUBLISHER 


WEEKLY SALES 


Notes From a Big Country Bill Bryson (Doubleday) 

A Walk in the 


all Island Bill Bryson (Black Swan) 


Neither Here Nor There Bill Bryson (Black 5wan) 




£16.99 


he Lost Continent 


Following the Equator 
with Peter Ustinov 


Round Ireland. 


ohn Simpson (Macmillan) 



M Waidman (Simon&Schuster) 


Tony Hawks (Ebury) 


oby Musgrave (Ward Lock 


illiam Dalrymple (HarperCoIlins) 


1,110 


Murder a 
Cigarette 
by Ralph Harris 
and Judith 
Hatton. 
Duckworth. 
£7.95. 147pp 



ENTERING THE fag end of the debate. 
Lord Deedes (author of the bookfs 
preface). Lord Harris (Chairman of 
Forest) and Judith Hatton (a wartime 
Ministry of Information censor), 
muster up the usual libertarian 
answer to the anti-smoking “SS 
Brigade”. Dismissing medical 
statistics on one page, and then 
marshalling them in their defence the 
next - though they do acknowledge 
that heavy smokers account for 90 per 
cent of deaths from lung cancer- the 
book’s thesis boils down to that most 
uncontroversial of statistics: that most 
of us will be dead by 80 whether we 
smoke or not More provocatively the 
authors deny the dangers of “passive 
smoking” and the effect of smoke on 
newborn babies. 


The Oxford 
Companion 
Co the Mind 
edited by 
Richard L 
Gregory, 
Oxford. 
£15.99. 856pp 



DEVLIN, CAROLINE and Maggie, the 
three smiling-eyed heroines of 
Patricia Scanlan’s Irish bestseller, 
follow a traditional route to the altar: 
fresh out of the convent, they get 
pregnant, lie in hot baths, leave 
Dublin for New York, and return home 
to marry loveable louts. Not nearly as 
entertaining a read as Marian Keyes - 
her younger and hipper competitor in 
the field - Scanlan’s book fails to 
deliver either on sex or shopping, 
although she does have a nice line in 
gruesome car accidents. The Grattan 
Street Benetton is as glamorous as it 
gets, and suffice to say that all three 
girls are left to discover their 
innermost selves in aerobics and 
white wine. 


DESPITE ITS encydopaedia-llke 
format, the quirkiness of the entries 
prevent this tome being too much like 
a text-book. The section on “Humour” 
quotes Wyndham Lewis that laughter 
is “the mind sneezing”. The 
contributor of the idiosyncratic entry 
on R D Laing (“whence comes 
decisions about who can, must, 
cannot, must not do what to whom...”) 
turns out to be one RDL. Though the 
book is weighted towards the editor’s 
specialist field of visual perception 
(his essay on “illusion” even fills the 
fly-leaf), its scope ranges from 
“Laughing Gas” to “Paranormal”, 
from “Turing, Alan” to “Out of Body 
Experience". Fbr the price, this 
isa bargain. 


Browsing in a bookshop is one of the 
best ways of solving tricky present 
problems, and now that most good 
bookshops have substantial offerings 
on audio Santa’s life is even easier 
Starting with the smalls. Babe in 
the City (HarperCoIlins, £6.99), Dick 
King-Smith’s sequel to the hugely 
enjoyable Babe will be a treat - and 
prepare them for the film. Fbr 
slightly older children (and their 
parents), Martin Chines reading 
Jeremy Strong’s The Hundred Mile 
an Hour Dog (Penguin, £7.99) will go 
down well. A Christmas must is Alan 
Bennett’s placidly commonsensical 
reading of J M Barrie's Peter Fan 
(BBC, £8L99) his palm makes the 
matter-of-fact magic of the tale the 
more absurdly real. And look out for 
Ivory Shell’s series of highly 
collectable classic children's stories 
from countries all round the world, 
available either in ordinary pictorial 
plastic rases or 
very attractive 
gold-lettered gift 
boxes, both at 
£6.99. 1 especially 
eqjoyed the 
Egyptian and 
Aboriginal Tales. 

'today’s smart 
modern intimate 
prose works very 
well read aloud. 

Twenty- and thirty- 
something blokes 
and blokish 

wenches should enjoy Nick Hornby's 
About A Boy (HarperCoIlins, £8.99), 
read by Alan Gumming or his 
unabridged High Fidelity (Isis, 
£16.99) read by Nigel Carrington. 

The more romantically inclined 
could do no better than Louis de 
Bemferes’s unabridged Captain 
Corelli's Mandolin (drivers, £18.95, 
read by Michael Maloney) or lan 
MeEwarfs Enduring Love (drivers, 
£15.95), read by David Threifafi. Or, 
for those perfect friendships, 
Casablanca and The Maltese 
Falcon (Mr Punch, £8.99), a re- 
release of the o riginal 1943 wireless 
recording by Bogart and Bergman. 

Timothy West has just completed 
his superb unabridged readings of 
Anthony Trollope’s six political 
novels with The Prime Minister 
(Cover to Covet ; £64.99) and The 
Duke's Children (Cover to Coven 
£53.99); either of them would make 
welcome list ening for conservative 
relations with a long haul home. Or 
else ensure easy gift decisions for 
the next five years by buying 
them Can You Fbrgrve 
Her (£64.99). the first in the series. 
Another literary marathon that is 


nearing completion is Marcel 
Proust’s Remembrance of Things 




Prousts nemcuiu* 

Past, abridged and read with 
astonishing versatility by Neville 


CD as well as tape. The eighth m a 
series of 12, the second part of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, is due out in 
the new year, start now with the 

this year’s first choice has to be 
POems to Remember 
ORaber/Penguin, £8.99), tod 
Hughes’s anthology, prefaced by ms 
own tips on how to memorise poetry, 
read by the man himself, and with an 
accompanying book of the poems. 
Also outstanding is Brendan 
Kennelty’s long poem, read by 
himself- The Man Made of Rain 
(Bloodaxe Books, £8.99)- 

Tbe end of the year always seems 

to call for retrospectives. An 

innovative new 
approach: is The 
Chronicles (Mr 
Punch Audio, 
boxed set of eight 
cassettes, cl2 
hrs, £29.99, also 
available in four 
parts, each of 
three months of 
the year). This is 
an ambitious 
assembling of 
diaries, journals 
and letters 
written over the last 500 years- It 
ranges from Pepys and Evelyn to 
Captain Scott and Barbara Castle, 
with a galaxy of stars reading the 
extracts. They are arranged by time 
of the year rather than date, and the 
juxtapositions are often startling 
and thought-provoking. 

Finally, simple but special: The 
Gospel According to St Luke 
(Penguin, £8.99) in the King James 
version, read by David Suchet And 
my own audiobook of the year; Cover 
to Cover's elegantly boxed, 
unabridged version of Rudyard 
Kipling’s Kim (£26.99), read by Sam 
Das toe; who gives a masterly 
presentation of the book’s various 
and exotic cast 

If you have difficulty finding these 
titles near you, a sure way of getting 
them (and many more) sent to you is 
to contact London’s Wigmore Street 
Talking Bookshop's mail order 
service on 0171 491 4117. They also 
do special offers on unabridged 
books, for example John Buchan's 
Mr Standfast read by Edmund 
Dehn, reduced from £48.99 to £18.99. 
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Celebrity bust-ups, crime, 
sleaze... hot news in 1858 


Dickens's mag traded on misery as well as merriment. By D J Taylor 


I REGRET very much that I 
cant contribute to your pro- 
jected Magazine”, Thackeray 
wrote to George Cruikshankin 
1853, declining an invitation to 
appear in the short-lived ( two 
issues) George Cruikshank’s 
Magazine, “but lam obliged to 
refuse all such applications, 
and have perhaps the project of 
launching some day a ship of 
my own, of wh. 1 shall be owner 
and Captain.” In the forward 
march of eariy-Victorian peri- 
odical journalism, the novelist 
and magazine proprietor were 
natural allies. Thackeray re- 
alised his ambition seven years 
later with the ComhiU, closely 
followed by Trollope’s tenure at 
the St Paul’s, but the tradition 
went back a quarter of a cen- 
tury to Ainsworth’s Magazine 
and the 25-year-old Charles 
Dickens's appointment as edi- 
tor of Bentley's Miscellany. 

Inevitably, given his com- 
plete domination of the eariy- 
Victorian literary world, it was 
Dickens who proved the most 
successful - and the most in- 
novative - of this tribe of nov- 
elist-editors. Household Wbrds, 
founded in 1850 and selling for 
twopence to a newly literate 
and print-hungry readership, 
was one of the great triumphs 
cf arid-century journalism. With 
a peak circulation of 40,000 
copies a week, it made a 
healthy £2,000 a year in profits, 
divided between Dickens and 
the magazine’s co-proprietors 
Bradbury & Evans. 

At the same time, it played 
a crucial part in cementing the 
allian ce between the novelist 
and a horde of middle-class 
readers. “Conducted by 
Charles Dickens” (the mast- 
head legend) meant exactly 
that Dickens calculated that he 
read 900 unsolicited manu- 
scripts in the editorial chair; and 

a bibliographical sub-industry 
has grown up around the count- 
less pieces on which he collab- 
orated or otherwise improved 
toprodurathetiue'TDickaisy" 
flavour. As Michael Slater 
points out in his introduction to 



The Dent Uniform 
Edition of Dickens’ 
Journalism, vol. ill: 
“Gone Astray” and 
other papers from 
Household Words 
Michael Slater(editor) 

Dent, £30. 532pp 


Gone Astray, many readers 
believed that Dickens wrote 
most of the magazine himself. 

The third volume of this epic 
edition of Dickens’s journal- 
ism brings together nearly all 
the pieces that he wrote for 
Household Words in the eight- 
and-a-haif years of the maga- 
zine's existence. As ever (even 
the briefest glance at a biogra- 
phy of Dickens has this effect) 
one notes both the indefatiga- 
bility - these, after all were the 
years of Bleak House, Hard 
Times, Little Dorrit and much 
else - and the range of inter- 
ests: politics (outrage at the 
conduct of the Crimean War); 
social reportage (“Betting- 
Shops”, “A Nightly Scene in 
London”); pet projects such as 
the “Home for Homeless 
Women” established under the 
auspices of his friend Angela 
Bunlett-Coutts (a pretty grim 
place, judging from the regu- 
lations); momentary bugbears 
(a sparkling causerie on “The 
Best Authority" notes that “at 
a dinner of 18 persons 2 have 
known 17 sit next to him”). 

It would be surprising if 
much of this material didn’t fall 
into the category of what Kings- 
ley Amis used to call “chips 
from the novelist’s work- 
bench", yet the effect is rarely 
uniform and the movement is 
in both directions. “Unsettled 
Neighbourhood” invokes the 


spirit of Domhey and Son, writ- 
ten several years before, to ex- 
amine the imprint of the 
railways on the area around 
King’s Cross. The strictures on 
the Crimean War anticipate 
the attacks on governmental 
bungling and bureaucracy of 
Little Dorrit, while the warm, 
reminiscent vein of “Our 
School" is directly connected to 
the autobiographical sections of 
David CopperfielcL 

Leaving aside straightfor- 
ward autobiography, Dickens’s 
personal life seeps into these 65 
essays like dye. Much of this is 
routine: even the greatest writ- 
ers are conscious that one of 
the best ways to fill space is to 
write about yourself. “Our Wa- 
tering Place” describes the 
Dickens family’s French hide- 
away near Boulogne, while 
“Out of the Season" is a mar- 
vellously atmospheric account 
of three days spent at Dover in 
spring 1856 trying (and failing) 
to get on with Little Dorrit. 

By the late 1850s, as the 
clouds gathered above his pri- 
vate life and he began the affair 
with Ellen toman that led to 
the break-up of his mar riage 
the roots of this urge to adver- 
tise himself seem much more 
complex. “The Lazy tour of 
Two Idle Apprentices", a care- 
fully disguised rehash of Ihe trip 
that he took with Wilkie Collins 
to Cumbria in 1857 (and which 
included a meeting with Ellen* 
is frill of gestures to some sort 
of intense but unexplained 
personal emotion. 

It is a kind of code which 
Dickens knew that none of his 
readers would be able to deci- 
pher; but nonetheless satisfied 
his own faintly masochistic 
need for disclosure. 

Both marriage and maga- 
zine ended within a year of each 
other. Dickens had intended 
that “Personal” - the extraor- 
dinary public proclamation of 
his “domestic troubles” - 
should appear simultaneously 
in Punch, also owned by Brad- 
bury & Evans, but the editor 
Mark Lemon demurred and 


was backed up by his propri- 
etors. Legal action followed, 
after which Dickens bought 
the title himself, closed it down, 
and re-opened for business as 
AH The Year Round. 

Without labouring the life/art 
connection, the tone of many 
later sections of Gone Astray 
seems intimately connected to 
this mounting crisis. A chron- 
ic relentlessness, a deep un- 
ease, characterised the 
smallest thing that he did: 
stranded in Doveq for instance, 


— “ « mite, UU W1UUUL 

was to take himself for a 20-mill 
walk. It spills over into his 
writing which seems almost a 
form of nervous release - par- 
ticularly when he gets onto 
one of his fixations, such as 
prison clergymen who ftaimgri 
to detect repentance in con- 
victed murderers. 

The demands of weekly jour- 
nalism were another aspect of 
the terrific, self-imposed pres- 
sure with which Dickens in- 
vested his life, but they were 
also a kind of safety valve; a 
fotting-off of steam which would 
otherwise have been expended 
elsewhere, at God knows what, 
personal cost. i 

Endlessly revealing of early 
Victorian society choc-fall of the 
moral outrage that one expects 
of the man and his age. Gone 


dictable trick, it leaves the 
reader with the queer feeling 
that, along with the inept 
bureaucrats and the public 
scandals, Dickens is busy ex- 
posing the no less fascinating 
spectacle of himself 


DJ Taylor's biography of 
Jwd&rayiDiUbepublishedby 

Chatto & Windus in 1999 



- : nvis 


r>; -.chm 

•f-zir M$ : - 


*.i d£ 
, '-.vase 

. ’ ,■**. 

- irtfr 

•-V 

■•.•v vie* 
..S': .aai*. 


X.V> 

r 

a >.d. 


! I\/E 

-L V jfL 


re 


ra site 


sun 

-T Vftfr- . 


-■a she 


■ 

■t ^4=- 
. «d •* 


— r^CL 




V-s • .. 





























Kf - .:; Ev ia Y . 






LXivi, 


-r.t; *,;"*% ! 

! 

.,f~ '-J- ! 

'*•0 

. ’ "'■"’ :,, vjv ... . : 

J!, :rr.'ji.. “ - • 


boJ 


jpg_ Hu- tndepo>dm 19 Dcojintn-r !»)%■ 



K7 

/ 


The provocative art of village 



'VI 


'-■71* 


='^ r?\ 


l|; P 


^in 


r_ ' 


■illage and parish ap- 
praisals are all the 
rage at the moment. 
Encouraged by the 
Countryside Com- 
mission, man}* small 
communities are putting together 
design statements that (people 
hope) mil have a beneficial influence 
on future development and help 
places to retain their character. 

The Cotswold village of Bisley. 
near Stroud, is even now polishing 
up such a statement But while the 
official document was being pre- 
pared, Donald Workman - one of the 
sparkiest inhabitants, and a great 
reviver of rural tradition - had 



-- 1 

another idea: that people should be 



invited to create individual pictures 


'. I- :: Hk 

depicting anything their village 



meant to them: memories of the 


•--iMi, 

past, present anxieties, hopes. 

f. A* 

• • . • 

He therefore designed an 



ingeniously cut and perforated sheet 


.. 

of cardboard, which was produced 
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Hart- Davis 


flat but could easily be folded to form 
a frame, with a broad, sloping bor- 
der enclosing a picture space 16 
inches by 12. At the start of 
November, 600 of these were dis- 
tributed in Bisley and its neigh- 
bouring wards Oakridge and 
Eastcombe. together with a sheet of 
paper outlining the idea. ‘‘The frame 
is for your view of the village," this 
said. Together, the portraits would 
.■* show “what every villager feels 
^ about where they live and their 
sense of belonging*’. On the back of 
the sheet were listed possible sub- 
jects: weddings, the church, grow- 
ing food, field names and so on. 

The initial reaction was mixed. A 
school caretaker immediately said 
she would gather up a day's harvest 
of crisp packets and stick them in 
her frame, thus illustrating her job 
to perfection. Ron Fletcher an old- 
timer well known around local 
hos telries, proposed to get a large- 
, scale map and stick marker pins in 
. ''JJJ.it spots where he'd come off his bike 
on the way borne. Many people 
seemed apathetic: for weeks Don- 
ald and bis wife Sue were afraid they 
might not elicit a worthwhile 
response. They need not have wor- 
ried A week ago more than 200 por- 
traits went on show in the Thomas 
Keble school at Eastcombe. 

Children had made many of the 
exhibits: frames were painted gold 
silver, red and blue, and every kind 
of material had been used - wool 
_ ‘^ges, flowers, grass, cloth, photo- 
graphs. Among grown-ups, Ehlidty 
Waggett, Brown Owl for the East- 
combe Brownies, had knitted a 



From wildly woolly sheep to a view from the loo - how the residents of Bisley see their village 


representation of the view from her 
front door, which included a cat, a 
sheep, fields, the vegetable garden 
and the churchyard Yet on the 
opening night the star of the show 
was Daisy 'Ml, aged 91, who had con- 
tributed a fine portrait in partnership 
with her granddaughter Gemma, a 
budding saxophonist 

When asked whether she had 
been in Bisley all her life, Daisy 
replied crisply: “No, only 50 years." 
Originally from Northamptonshire, 
she had lived in the New Forest for 
a time before moving to the Cots- 
wolds. Inevitably, in half a century, 
the place has changed “New people 
have come," she says, “but the 
great thing is, they’ve taken to the 
village. The old spirit has survived, 
and it’s still a welcoming place." 

Historical events featured 


strongly, not least the dire winter of 
1947, when villagers had to cut their 
way through 8ft snowdrifts and 
were without running water for 
weeks. Many well-remembered 
characters lived again, among them 
the old fellow with a cottage behind 


Donald Workman's own portrait 
commemorated two craftsmen- 
artists who, during the Thirties, 
plied the same trade but in strongly 
contrasting backgrounds. Walter 
Wilkinson, an anarchist poet and 
vegetarian, toured the country on 


and in London, and was a friend of 
the poet John Drinkwater. 

One keenly felt personal manor}' 
was of “dentist day" at Oakridge 
School also in the Thirties, when a 
classroom was turned into a 
makeshift surgery and the dreaded 


People were invited to create pictures depicting anything that their 
village meant to them: memories of the past, present anxieties, hopes 


the post office. So poor that he 
couldn't afford a saw, he had a 
unique method of building up his fire: 
once it was going, he stacked it with 
long branches pushed high up the 
chimney let gravity do the rest -and 
to hell with the fire brigade. 


foot, pushing a handcart and giving 
shows with a dozen glove puppets, 
basing his little plays on Glouces- 
tershire folklore and celebrating 
the local landscape. William Sim- 
monds was also a puppeteer, but he 
performed in fine country houses 


practitioner arrived with his chair 
and equipment Pupils were evacu- 
ated for the duration to the parish 
room, along a path smelling of wet 
leaf mould and rotten leaves, and 
concentration became impossible as 
they waited for the summons from 


a monitor “who with an important 
demeanour would call the name of 
the next victim and escort the trem- 
bling mite... to make sure that 
escape was not on the cards". 

There was an evocative glimpse 
ofSlad (Laurie Lee's village, nearby) 
before the era of street lights, when 
“on moonless nights one was 
wrapped in velvety blackness", and 
many a poem raised arcadian 
echoes: “Of Sudgrove sleeping in the 
sun/ Of bluebells after rainj The 
waving corn at Mlserden / For 
harvest once again". 

Yet there was also a vigorous con- 
temporary protest, given substance 
by a bunch of leeks, from a vegetable 
gardener whose allotment is about 
to betaken for new houses; and at 
one end of the ball ranged across 
the steps of the stage like tomb- 


Martin Avery 

stones, stood several rows of frames 
blank except for terse messages of 
rejection from people who bad de- 
clined to take part These, printed 
up by Donald in a deliberate attempt 
to provoke, told their own story: 
“This is a private house". . . “They’re 
ruining the village"... “Bugger 
off"... “You're wasting our time: we 
could be playing bingo". 

The only sad fact about the show 
was its ephemeral nature: after 
two days the portraits were taken 
down and returned to their makers. 
However, the project was voted a 
phenomenal success, for it had 
brought neighbouring communi- 
ties together in a way that nobody 
bad anticipated - and it also re- 
leased ideas and emotions which the 
artists themselves are normally 
too shy to communicate. 


More mistletoe please, we’re British 

The parasite from our pagan past could be set for a thriving future if global warming sets in. But what really 


EVERY WEEK in the run-up to 
Christmas, the car park of the 
'Banbury Wells auctioneers is 
swathed in green. Here the annual 
mistletoe sales take place, setting 
the price of this Christmas decora- 
tion. In recent years costs have 
risen sharply, thanks to scare stories 
about a sharp decline. 

* This is unduly alarmist accord- 
ing to Harry Green, of the Worces- 
tershire Wildlife Thist- “It’s true that 
as old apple orchards are grubbed 
up we lose a lot of established 
plants," he says. "But it’s very ver- 
satile and perfectly capable of living 
on other spedes." 

In fed, some people think the 
plant is expanding in range. It is a 
warmth-loving plant and Britain is 
at the limit of its range (where it is 
largely confined to southern Eng- 
land). A succession of recent mild 
winters appears to have helped it 
broaden its distribution and. if global 
wa rming malms a significant impact 
on our climate, it could be set to 
increase its range. 

As a parasite dependent on birds, 
changing weather patterns benefit 
it in other ways. Until recently black- 
caps were mainly summer migrants, 
but over the past few years in- 
creasing numbers of Continental 
birds have moved west rather than 
following other warblers to Africa fix' 
the winter. 

While the plant is traditionally 
associated with the mistle thrush 
(which derives its name from the 
it and frequently jealously 


interests us is the folklore steeped in sex and fertility. By Daniel Butler 

guards the juicy berries from 
others), the blackcap seems even 
more dependent on it But whichever 
species consumes the fruit, the next 
stage of the life cycle is the same. 

Buried deep in the juicy white flesh 
(which is poisonous to humans) are 
little black seeds. These move with 
the birds, either stuck to a beak 
which is then fastidiously wiped on 
a perch, or internally in its gut 

In either case, blackcaps seem 
increasingly important vectors. 

Much smaller than a mistle thrush, 
they are adept at stealing under the 
beaks of the sentinels and are also 
more likely to leave the sticky seeds 
in tighten more sheltered, crevices. 

As the seed germinates it sends 
out a short, white, root-tike structure 
known as a haustoria, which pene- 
trates the bark of its new host 
(poplars, limes, hawthorns and field 
maples as weQ as apples) . From here 
tt works its way into the capillary net- 
work to extract water and essential 
nutrients. As it grows in strength, the 
haustoria sends out shoots which 
fork into the familiar ball of fleshy 
green stems and leaves. Eventually 
small green male flowers appear to 
produce pollen, which is wind-blown 
on to tiie female flowers. These 
then swell to become berries. 

Perhaps surprisingly, given the 
considerate size of the parasite and 
the quantities which can grow on 
just one tree, mistletoe seems to do 
little damage to its host Ironically; 
howevec it is rarely found on the tree 
with which it is so frequently asso- 



As well as boosting fertility mistletoe is believed to scare off goblins Garden Picture Library 


dated. Oak-based mistletoe is very 
unusual - which perhaps accounts 
for its veneration by the andent 
druids who apparently saw this 
evergreen parasite growing on their 
most sacred deciduous tree as a sign 
of divine favour 

It is here that one begins treat- 
ing the myths with some scepticism. 


Although the druids undoubtedly 
valued both plants, it is difficult to 
separate historical reality from 
invented tradition. During the 18th 
century there was a huge upsurge 
of interest in our pagan past Maqy 
of the more enthusiastic romantics 
were not averse to creating suitable 
legends where there was a dearth 


of information, and it is certainly dif- 
ficult to trace many of the “druidi- 
cal n stories beyond about 1750. That 
said, however; mistletoe undoubtedly 
has a long association with man, and 
figures strongly in folklore. 

Along with red holly and black ivy 
berries, the white fruit has andent 
links to the festive season and has 


many local names (Churchman's 
Greeting in Somerset, Masslin in 
Suffolk). Many areas also have 
superstitions based around the 
plant For example, it was widely 
believed to ward off witches and gob- 
lins, prompting many rural homes 
to have a bunch hanging perma- 
nently in the house. In Hereford- 
shire. for instance, these were cut 
on New Year's Eve and hung up as 
the clock struck midnight while the 
previous year’s bunch was taken 
down and ceremonially burnt 

Of course, traditionally it has 
links with fertility. These are prob- 
ably’ pagan in origin and may well 
stem from the feet that as an ever- 
green in deciduous trees, it appears 
alive when eveiything else is dead. 
Alternatively; it may be that the pairs 
of white berries suspended between 
two suggestively splayed leaves was 
the origin of its associations with re- 
production. In either event it was 
commonly used as an aphrodisiac 
and as an ingredient in fertility po- 
tions. Today such beliefs live on in 
the kissing tradition. 

As an increasingly expensive 
ingredient of the winter's festivities, 
it may be worth trying to cultivate 
your own supply. When discarding 
this year's bunch, try smearing the 
berries into the bark of garden trees 
and shrubs. Triie, the chances of suc- 
cess are low. but with luck you will 
foster a fascinating plant, create a 
valuable food supply for local birds 
- and save yourself a small fortune 
over the coming years. 


Nature 

notes 


AS DUSK comes down early’ 
these dark winter 
afternoons, little owls pipe 
up in the ash trees along 
the hedgerows. Unlike 
tawny owls, which hoot, 
these diminutive fellows 
give high-pitched, plaintive, 
whistling calls - kiew. kiev. 
Their other characteristic 
is their looping flight, like 
that of a woodpecker or jay: 
each time they glide, they 
sink down, before a short 
flurry of wing-beats takes 
them up again: an 
economical mode for a bird. 

Little owls have an 
amusing appearance. Only 
about eight inches from 
head to tail, they sit upright 
on branches like small, 
rectangular blocks of wood, 
and. if they become 
alarmed, bow down and 
straighten up, bobbing in 
quick succession. Because 
their facial discs are 
flattened above the eyes, 
they look as though they 
are permanently frowning, 

They are sometimes 
known as French owls, 
having been imported from 
the Continent during the 
19th century. But their 
Latin name - Athene 
noctua (Athene of the 
night) - is misleading, since 
they are more active by day 
than many other owls; they 
often hunt in the twilight, 
living off insects, mice, rats 
and small birds. Next 
month they will start taking 
up mating territories 
and preparing to nest in 
hollow trees. 

Duff Hart-Dams 
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A bit of chicken-wire, a length of ribbon and a skilful way with apples can transform your decorations. By Anna Pavord 




In a grown-up Santa’s grotto in Mayfair, Paul Thomas adds the finishing touches to one of his Christmas creations 


KalpeshLathigra 


Deck the halls with amaryllis 


I have just bought some new 
ribbon, which entails a mas- 
sive shift in decorative style 
this Christmas. The child- 
ren, whose eyes, after any 
absence, flick over the 
house like federal agents, checking 
that everything is in place, will not 
miss this daring innovation. They 
will notice that the old ribbon has 
moved on to trim the bucket of the 
Christinas tree. And that the new rib- 
bon is decorating some circular 
swags that they have never seen be- 
fore. Oh shock! Oh horror! Will they 
ever recover? 

It all started with some circular 
plastic rings filled with Oasis that a 
friend saved from a wedding and 
passed on to me. It's sad to have 
such a reputation as a junk junkie, 
but there we are. It’s too late to fight 
it now. These rings are about 18in 
across, with the Oasis packed into 
a 2-in- thick band round the outside. 
They were originally used flat, as 
table centres. In their new life they 
will be hung, wreath-like, against the 
walls of the dining-room. 

The only wreath we generally 
have at Christmas is the one that 
hangs on the bade door - sprigs of 
hoDy jammed into a round, crumpled 
sausage of chicken wire. The Oasis 
rings give a firmer flat-backed base 
to build on and I've used ivy rather 


than holly for the greenery. You 
need both at Christmas, but ivy is so 
much more forgiving to work with 
than holly. It is at its best now, with 
the fine, triangular leaves topped 
with dark bunches of berries. 

Once all the foliage is firmly 
jammed in place, decoration can be 
a matter of whatever you have to 
hand- 1 like proper glass baubles, be- 
cause the surface reflects the light 
more crisply and brightly than plas- 
tic ones can ever do. The wreaths 
look better with dusters of small 
baubles than they do with big ones. 
But you could use fir cones, sprayed 
silver (left plain they disappear into 
the background), sprays of hips 
from roses such as TGftsgate’, 
allium or leek heads sprayed and 
frosted, or gilded and burnished 
walnuts. There are not many occa- 
sions when I could in all seriousness 
burnish a walnut, but Christmas 
does funny things to us alL 

The ribbon was to give the fin- 
ishing touch to the wreaths which 
are to hang in the hall. When I was 
buying it, I meant to tie it in a bow 
at the top and let the rads hang down 
in two a hoped) elegant fishtails, 
high enough for the cat not to swing 
on, low enough to cover some dodgy 
bats of wall, which is what had given 
me the idea of doing the wreath- 
disguisers in the first place. 


By the time I gotfaome, I thought 
instead that I would try binding the 
ribbon loosely round and round the 
wreath. It didn't work. I needed 
wire-edged ribbon, not the soft stuff 
I had got Even in my Christmas- 
befuddled state, it wasnt worth a 300- 
mile round trip to VV Rouleaux. 

life's not lite that ffyou are a pro- 
fessional florist Paul Thomas has a 
flower shop like a grown-up Santa's 
grotto in Mayfair It’s tiny, with a 


way up from the mouth of the vase 
to touch the bunches of dried flow- 
ers hanging upside down from the 
ceiling. Brilliant amaryllis were 
ringed round the rim of the vase, 
with sprigs of blue larkspur pushed 
into the gaps. Ethereal see-through 
baubles hung from the willow, like 
vast soap bubbles caught in its 
brandies. “That’s the whole point” 
said PauL 44 Unilever Soap. Bubbles. 
They own that famous painting. 


top. Not being selfish about his se- 
crets, he shows, step by step, how 
you can make these creations at 
home. And if you've never wielded 
a stub wire in your life, this book is 
arealrevelation. 

If I wanted to pfle an um high with 
apples (and I do, 1 do), 1 would simply 
heap them up until they began to fell 
down. The disadvantage of this 
approach is that you cant build a 
very high pfle. And the pile is very 


'Arrangements* is far too wooden a word. These are creations . 
Happenings. Theatre. I loved them. Especially one that showed a 
plastic um, covered in moss, then piled high with green apples 


narrow path winding towards the 
counter between buckets of pink 
amaryllis, gilded twisty wflkw swks 
of fir cones and outrageously butch 
roses. When I arrived, he was build- 
ing a miraculous decoration (one of 
many) for the chairman of Uni- 
lever’s Christmas party. 

The container was a tall, frosted 
glass vase, shaped like the 
galvanised French flower-buckets 
that interior designers use as a 
passport to the land of Style. Silvered 
twisty willow wound its contorted 


Boy in a velvet suit It was sham- 
ing that he had to spell it out, but he 
<fid it very kindly. 

Td gone there because of a new 
book, The Art of Floral Design, 
which features his flower arrange- 
ments. In fact, “arrangements” is for 
too wooden a word. These are cre- 
ations. Happenings. Theatre. I loved 
them. Especially one that showed a 
plastic um (not a very big one), cov- 
ered in moss, then piled high with 
green apples. A spider plant made 
a quirky pineapple-like finial on the 


unsteady. “Oh!" responded Mr 
Thomas with horror “I couldn’t risk 
a collapse like that at Claridges." 

So this is how you do it You half- 
fill the um with gravel, to stop it top- 
pling over top-heavily You ram a 
dome of crumpled chicken wire on 
top of the um (the shape is impor- 
tant as this is the underpinning for 
the final form) and wire it firmly into 
place. Then you pack loose sphag- 
num moss (florists call it sack moss) 
into the chicken wire. 

This is where the stub wires 


come in. You push one horizontally 
across the base of each apple so that 
you can twist both ends of the wire 
together; giving the apple what looks 
like a long; thin stem. The wire 
makes it easy to fix the apples to the 
chicken-wire. Work in layers round 
and round the urn, from the base 
upwards. 

Before you get to the top, tipawell 
watered spider plant out of its pot, 
wrap the rootball inblackplastic and 
cut away enough of the chicken-wire 
at the top of the dome to ram the 
wrapped rootball firmty into place as 
a topknot Then finish fixing the 
apples and push bits of moss into any 
gaps between them. Tm planning to 
use dem ratines instead. The colour 
is warmer and the fruit makes the 
um more Christmassy. 

I’ve missed out the bit that real- 
ly divides professionals such as Mr 
Thomas from muddlers like me. 
He had covered the plastic um with 
moss - real moss. “Oh, just stick it 
on with a glue gun,'' he said airily. 
But that’s what they always used to 
say on Blue Peter and there never 
seemed to be any “just" about it My 
moss will be crawling with woodlice 
and heaving with damp. It’s not what 
they are used toin Mayfair But Fm 
going to try anyway. Obviously, the 
mossing needs tobe done before the 
rest of the work starts. 


What with urns and indoor 
wreaths, Christmas is becoming 
dangerously innovative. The whole 
point of it as far as the children are 
concerned, is that each year should 
be exactly the same as tiie year be- 
fore. It took years to wean them off 


paper chains. Making them used to .i 
be their first j(* when the Christmas ■ ; 


holidays started. 

I myself always found them curi- 
ously depressing: memories of 
chin^hafcaMMscKaals. The chil- 
dly did not share this antipathy and 
spewed out paper chains with manic 
ferocity: Fixing them when all your 
plaster is soft lime and horsehair is 
a problem. Wie never got through a 
Christmas day without a chain 
hreaking loose and draping itself dis- 
mally over the cake. / , . 

But while they were paper chasf ' 
fetishists, I was at the start of an an- 
tithetic addiction to candies, which 
continues stilL Candles are great al- 
lies. In their mendacious light, no- 
body can see all the things you 
haven't (tone in your preparations for 
the great day. Happy Christinas. 


‘ The Art of Floral Design' features 
floral decorations by Paul Thomas 
(Ward Lock, £20). Paul Thomas’s 
flower shop. The Greenery, is at 4 
Shepherd Street, Mayfair, London 
WlY 7LN (0171-499 6889* 



INDEPENDENT 

Dwarf Scabiosa Bine 

just £6.95 for 3 inc p&p 


Dvtarf 
double 
flowering 
Scabiosa 
blue is a 
new 
double 
Scabiosa 
which 
only 
grows to 
6” -8 
From a 
tuft of 
fresh 
green 
foliflge 
there is a 
constant 
proces- 
sion of 
magnifi- 
cent 

brilliant blue Dowers from early summer until late autumn. It is a 
valuable plant hi the garden as few plants are of such a dear bine 
colour. Ideal for rockeries, borders and especially patio containers. It is 
a perennial and will give you many years of pleasure. 



HOW TO ORDER HD in the coupon and 
send together with cheque or postal 
otdet/s. NO CASH please to - 
THE INDEPENDENT SCABIOSA OFFER. 
PO Box 64. South West Deanet Office. 
Manchester MI69HY. 

Fna Access/Vkaobders, pueaSE rom 
0161 848 1105 

Plearcqoocr ref:rN0958 what ordenc£. 
We deliver to addresses m the UK only. 
Please allow up to 28 days for delivery from 
Kccipl of order. Return within 7 day* for 
refund if not completely satisfied. Offer 
subject kj a»ii lability. 



No- Packs 

3 Scabio&a 0 £6S5 


6 Scabiosa & £10.90 



I enclose a crossed cheque for£_ 


(address <m back) made payable to: 
Mcpendrm Newspapers iliK) Lai ING958 
or debit my Access/Vha account by 
this amount. My can! number is: 


Expiry Due. 


Post Code . 


Trr THE n*UB'END6NT SCABIOSA OFFER. 
PO Bo* W.StwUi West District Office. 
^ MudKderM16WY. 


Hax dAtfc* bn tf random wnfi n recent 
biluraMurhnf 
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CUTTINGS 


NEWS FROM THE GARDENERS WORLD 


IN THE latest edition of 
Tree News, the seed 
specialist Dr Andrew 
Gordon analyses the 
available statistics on 
broad-leaved trees planted 
in Britain since the 1960s. 
He concludes that between 
70 and 85 per cent of the 
broad-leaved trees planted 
in this country are of 
foreign origin and finds that 
the majority of British 
nurseries rely on trees 
grown from imported seed. 

Does this matter? Yes, it 
does. In the same issue, Dr 
Richard Worrell of 
Edinburgh University 
compares the survival and 
growth in Britain of trees of 
native and foreign origin. 

He shows that many native 
British trees grown from 
continental seed are less 
well -adapted to British 
growing conditions than 
British natives grown from 
British collected seed. 
Growth is less robust and 
the survival rate is poorer 
Fbr most species, in most 
areas. Dr Worrell concludes 
that the best trees will be of 
British origin, and that 

biodiversity is best served 
by planting trees raised 


from seed gathered from a 
region dose to the planting 
site. Free copies of Tree 
News are available from the 
Tree Council at 51 
Catherine Place, London 
SWlE 6DY <0171-828 9928). 


IS IT necessary for the 
gardener to be at odds with 
nature, asks garden 
designer John Brookes. 

In his latest book. The 
New Garden (Darling 
Kxndersley £16.99), he 
shows how gardens should 
be “of their place", each 
responding to local climate, 
soil, flora, fauna and 
cultural traditions. By 
“new”, he does not mean a 
garden made on virgin 
territory. Rather; he is 
encouraging us to look at 
gardens in a new way: use 
local materials in their 
construction, instead of 
ubiquitous concrete pavers, 
and work with prevailing 
conditions instead of 
against them. 

That kind of dictatorial 
dominance never makes for 
a comfortable garden. The 
book is based on a series of 
case histories, with plans 
and plantings taken from 



Trees grown from foreign seed are less well-adapted to Britain 


A-Z Botanical 


gardens all over the world. 
They indude coastland 
gardens, wetland gardens, 
diyiand gardens, 
Mediterranean gardens. 
Find the best match for 
your own situation and 
learn from a master of 
understated style. 


CHILDREN (WITH an adult 
in tow) will be admitted free 
to Kew Gardens this 
weekend for a series of 
special Christmas events. 
Rather Christmas is making 
an appearance, there are 
horse-drawn omnibus rides 
along the Broad Walk and 


choirs at the Victoria Gate 
Visitor Centre. Added to the 
delicious scent of mahonias 
and flowering viburnums 
will be the smell of mulled 
wine and hot chestnuts. 

For further information 
about all events, phone 
0181-332 5907. 
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A hundred 
places of 
solitude 

To experience a sense of ersatz ownership, visit 
one of the many gardens that remain open over 
the Christmas season. By Ursula Buchan 


T here's nothing quite 
like a large, empty gar- 
den that you can pre- 
tend is ail your own. 
And winter is the best 
time for such dreams. 
One of the best aspects of working 
as a professional gardener was the 
chance to do “glasshouse weekend 
duty'”. This consisted of unlocking 
the glasshouses, watering the plants 
in pots, checking the heating and 
ventilation, damping down the tiled 
floors to increase humidity, remov- 
ing dead leaves from plants. It could 
hard work, in the summer at least 
hut it had ample compensations. 

Having the Palm House at Kew 
to myself on a summer Saturday 
morning before the visitors were al- 
lowed in, or disturbing a covey of par- 
tridges on the Rock Garden at 
Wisley very eariy on a foggy No- 
vember day, were experiences I 
should not want to have missed. I 
felt grateful for the - mainly un- 
earned - privilege of having a large 
and famous garden practically to 
myself. I could pretend that it was 
my responsibility, mine to redesign, 
renovate, change and even, possibly 
improve as I liked. I never felt the 
same creative urge on any other day: 

Occasional weekend duties were 
compulsory, and still are no doubt, 
^nuse greenhouse plants need 
tending seven days a week. But 
there was one duty, that of Christ- 
mas Day, that was purely voluntary 
Always anxious to get home to my 
family; I never put my name forward 
for this, and now I rather regret it 
I had a student friend at Kew, 


however, who used to volunteer for 
the duty each year. It meant a slight- 
ly heavier pay packet of course, but 
I think he, like tne, rather enjoyed the 
solitude and the sense of ersatz own- 
ership. I recall him telling me that 
when he had spare time, he would 
wander round the gardens counting 
the flowers that were out 

If December has seen few frosts, 
it is surprising how much will be 
flowering over Christmas: Rhodo- 
dendron ‘Christmas Cheer’ per- 
haps, HeUeborus niger in warm 
districts, and almost everywhere 
Viburnum x bodnantense and V 
jarreri. Iris unguicularis, and, of 
course, winter jasmine (Jasminun 
nudijlonim). But there will be more 
which are refugees from other 
seasons, whose impulse to flower 
has been triggered by climatic fac- 
tors, not day length: a bearded iris 
or two, a climbing rose perhaps, the 
odd herbaceous geranium, heart's 
ease, and polyanthus. 

Of course, gardens in the 
favoured south-west will boast the 
greatest number of flowers but, 
even in my cold garden. I would bet 
on finding 15 or 20 plants flowering 
at Christmastime. 

There are plenty of gardens open 
at this time of year where the theo- 
ry can be tested. Botanic gardens, 
such as Kew. Cambridge. Birming- 
ham, Liverpool, Dublin, Glasgow 
and Edinburgh have very generous 
opening arrangements, sometimes 
shut only on Christmas Day itselt 
but there are also other parks and 
gardens all over the British Isles that 
are open in daylight hours through- 


out the year. These depend on the 
honesty of visitors to put their entry 
money in a box, their sense to keep 
dogs under control, and their sen- 
sitivity to realise that winter is often 
the time when large gardens have 
to be renovated, so borders may be 
empty, paths roped off. and trees re- 
paired or cut down. 

Ideally, the would-be winter gar- 
den visitor will have to hand a copy 
of the very useful National Trust 
leaflet, "Places to Visit in Winter” 
(write to The National TVust PO Box 
39, Bromley, Kent BRl 3XL, en- 
closing a first-class stamp', togeth- 
er with The Good Gardens Guide 
7999. edited by Peter King (Blooms- 
bury, £14.99). Each entry in the 
guide includes a telephone number, 
so that you can check the December 
opening times. 

The wonderfhl thin g about this 
guide, now in its 10th year, is its ob- 
jectivity. The editor depends on a 
whole army of inspectors to look 
round the featured gardens each 
year, but the enterprise is not 
sponsored by any commercial con- 
cern. The 1999 guide indudes 100 
new gardens, with only a few of the 
old ones having fallen by the wayside. 
It also has a highly subjective, but 
nevertheless invaluable star system 
to alert the reader to die best gar- 
dens. It mates an excellent Christ- 
mas present and may just spur you 
to visit a garden you have not seen 
at this time of year before. If you are 
in luck, you will have the place to 
yourself, and can pretend that it is 
all yours. If not, wefl, you can always 
count the Sowers. 



The Palm House at Kew Gardens has generous opening times 
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Antiquea'FmeArt 


"BEST EVER JANUARY^ 



upto40% OFF 

* INTEREST FREE CREDIT + FREE UK DELIVERT 
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The worlds largest display of fine English solid 
Mahogany, Walnut, Yew & Birdseye Maple antique 
replica f urni t u re made by m a nre f r r aft^nen to d standard 
un s u r pas sed this cenmiy. — . 

BRITISH ANTIQUE REPLICAS 

JW5. FSVj&M 

16 SCHOOL CLOSE, QUEEN ELIZABETH AVE, 

BURGESS HTTJ. facnrasN euro & jwjomtwO vjSIkV 
WEST SUSSEX RH1 5 «QC 

^ T el: 01444 245577 
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DRIVE A STEAM 
TRAIN FROM 

£195 

Ever dreamed of driving a grant steam locomotive. VW1 
now you can on Britain's best Main Line Steam Railway: You 
will drive for B miles and spend 32 miles on die footplate. 
An ideal gift, vouchers available. 
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GREAT CENTRAL RAILWAY 

ITE* l fM itn-IBOROUGH. LEICESTERSHIRE S3 0 

TELEPHONE: 0 1 509 230726 
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REMOTE CONTROL GARAGE DOORS 



Nothing 

touches 

Phoenix 


Garage 





competition 

■ Remote control 
with a smooth ran- 
up operation 

■ Totally 
maintenance free 

■ Top quality 
ma nufa cture yet at 
the same price as 
inferior doors 

■ Secure au t om a tic 
locking mechanism 

■ FuDy g ua rant ee d 


call FREE for information 

0800 29 86 599 


Antaques/Fine Art 


FINE ANTIQUE 
DINING TABLES 

A good selection of 19th century mahogany 
extending dining _ . . __ . 

tables always tfUl /*** n 
in stock /u&UmftitMd, 

* Sew 

library and 01411 63154 1 1631361 

writing furniture also 0nh6llAiS ^ n3M4 
usually available. 

We endeavour to find the table you require. 


Fashion 


TcL 01265 323617 
Fax; 03265 823697 


House & Home 




LIFETIME 
GUARANTEE \ 

ON ALL BED FRAMES 


281 Hackney Road London Ez 
238 Grays Inn Road Ixradkra WCx 

call O5OO 498 008 free 
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Musical Instruments 



8, B&befey Square, London W1. 
Freephone: 0B00 01 BO 533 



FOB THE PERSON WHO THINR5 
THEV HAVE EVHWTUINC 
PmcmaUy Hand Q»fted Beer 
Your unique message primed on 
ibehbeL 

No mWfaivts or previrvatrvcv 
pesticide free bops. 
ORDER NOW hr Unique Oft 
MUhnlBouteB.'S 
Im praefitanoo pact) 

UK 72tu tenia: £4.95 
Lagtoa Brewer? 

015 iOS 650267 


For Sales 



Unusual Gifts 



Balloan Hights - the Meal Oft 
Our Chritbim Gift Vouchers 
are valid for 12 months 
For (fad cooMdion to your 
nearest Mentfly operator cUk 

08706060 211 

today 
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MILITARY DRIVING 

Chieftain 

FV432APC 

6x6 Stalwart 

_101 Land Rover 

Drive all the above over our 
custom built cou rse AJ 
for more info call^* - 
Highlands Park 
01264 850702 



FORMULA I, 2 AND 3 RACBOATS 

1150hp World Class Monsters 

CALL FOR A BROCHURE 


FROWH 

£60 


01264 850000 


NEED 0 LITTLE EXCITEMENT? 

al , come and punr && 

q(! FUST AND LOOSE X 
NT THE 


J EXPERT TUITION 
J? AUTHENTIC FtALLY STAGES 

Jr FULLY SAFETY EQUIPPED CARS 
r-- - RJLG. APPROVE) 

AN ENJOYABLE DAY OCT IN THE HEART OF THE 
ESSEX COCNTEYSIDE 

'j TELEPHONE/FAX Nd: “ : ~ 

f.;'r FOR DETAILS 

nm. DETAILS WOLBE POSTED to vac omediateis 
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customer first 
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BRITISH DESIGNED & BUILT 
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HORIZON MOBILITY 


^0800 018 2603 


Not Just it 
British Company... 


A BRITISH MANUFACTURER 



Call us now on freefone 

0800 19 19 19 

For a free no obligation quote, 
e Direct from the manufacturet 
e Neal day insulation available Jk ? 

nationwide. yj f I 

• Rent or buy >*1 j J 

• New or , x sfl I | \}A 

reconditioned. ill Ma 




GIVE YOUR L I F E A L I F T® 


For Sales 


Make Someone's Life A 
Little Easier This Winter 

Ir i r c L i t; it t i jt. rn cl cl c si nip l c. 



Tel; 01829 741649 Fax: 01829 741659 
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Overseas Travel 


OVERSEAS, UK 


Overseas Travel 
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USA Rent a Car has : .airivfed^ffl^ii ^^ rs| ^ ' for 
Incredible iniroductoiy £1 

■ our USA .and ' Canadian re 

benefits, more than YOU.' to ; 

company to have one com|r nimiii»)M|rm cg tl 

THE BIG DEAL - NOBODY OffERS " 

■ INCLUDED - All Cars Have And Automatic 

Transmission. 

■ INCLUDED - Unlimited FREE Mileage. 

■ INCLUDED - Collision Damage Waver (CDW). 

H INCLUDED - State Liability Third Party Insurance. 

■ INCLUDED - Excess Liability Insurances JJp To SIMillion. 

■ INCLUDED - All State Sales Taxes. . 

■ INCLUDED - All State Surcharges. : 

■ INCLUDED - All Handling Fees. 

■ INCLUDED - Airport Imposed Fees. 

■ FREE - One Way Drops Throijghqut .F^l^^^'cdlib^ 

■ FREE - Exclusive USA Discpunt Vtoucheys ^ 1 500 Worth 
Of Savings At USA Restaurants, Attractibns- Shops, Hotels And Services. 

I FREE - £ 10 OFF Next Hire Voucher. 

■ FREE - Currency Converter Worth £1Q. • 

■ FREE - Spouse Driver On AH USA - : fiobU^ 

■ GUARANTEED - “Never Beaten On Price”, } 

AU FROM jUST £149 IW WEEK* RKm AOO^ 

THE USA AND CANADA. 
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USA Rent a Car price pledge: We'll NEVER be beaten on price. 
If you find a lower rate we’ll BEAT it. That's guaranteed. 


ON-AIRPORT COLLECTION RIGHT ACROSS THE USAA 

Wherever and whenever you need a car - we’re there! Qverl< 

HUGE. RANGE OF VEHICLES . ■./;/■ 

Ecobomy, compact, mid size, full size, luxury, oinvwtibte, rriinh 
even mqtortiomes - We’ve got the lot!' • : ; . / 

TOP QUAIUT VEHICLES 

We only have tpp. quality recent model vehkJes-cm.'fle^---A|~^fir^ 
aitfbmatic transmission. . • *. .. f ; 


BIG DISCOUNTS ON LONG RENIALS 

. ! R^.ibbg rentals of 4 weeks or more iwercan offec 
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OPEN 7 DAYS 


4/10 Richmond Road, Kingston, Surrey KT2 5HL 



Self Catering UK 


Scotland 


UK Travel 


"S^^^SH^IWONOMFUI. SCOTTISH COT. 



IMS Cult colour brochure Cor the 
beataSecilon of Mir coloring cot- 
*fraa serosa the UK. PHONE 
NOW 01 758 702200 


m 


Ireland 


Sopcra noild^ cottages 
Is Tbs TfarfcJim Dales a Moon. 
HatttNnbfta, CnMi, Tta PeA 
maria, north Kates and Shropshire 

01244 345700 


To advertise in this section please call the 

Travel Team on 0171 293 2219. 



BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY Surrey/ 
Hems. Lux boats, (oissra 
703891. 

BfUTABTS BEST SaB Drtva narrow- 
buc hoBdoys. Widest choice. 9 
bases. Beginner* wry welcome. 
0100S 010097 


Devon & Cornwall 


A HNE SELECTION of Cottages on 
both coasts ot Cornwall and on 
ScOy. 1999 Brochure ComJsti 
Traditional Cottages. [ 01208 ) 
821686. 7 day psnsanal service 
a xm-B pm. 

FOWEY / POLflUAN Charming 
WBtsrskle cottngos. Superb 
vtawB. Cefirral heffitng. Xmas/NY 
vacs. Pots welcome. 01579 
344687 

LOVELY PROPERTIES Coastal and 


STEAL AWAY AND HIDE from the 
world. Cashel Housa HoWL Con- 
nemara, Co. QBheay Tel: 
(0036395) 31001. Fax 31007. 

IRISH COUNTRY HOLIDAYS 19B9 
brochure out now. Choose from 
cwr 200 daflghtluf cottages. Abo 
touting, boetfeg end horse drawn 
carsvane. For your free brochure 
cal 01 602 580088 (24 firs) 

SHAMROCK Cottages, 286 select 
MMtiual cottages In superb 
locations. Dteo Fares. AITO. Col 
Bre 01823681 060 


Isle of Wight 


JANUARY SPECIAL 

4 nights only £79 

Bed, broakfast A evening meal 
LotgenaAoM tud. emertafnmem. 
Indoor (woLjacnzzL sauna. 

• FREE CAR FERRY* 
Sandrineham Hotel 
Sea bum, Sandown. bk of Wighi 
Td; 01983 406655 
Easier Special 
3 nights from £139 


TAOES 1999 colour brochure. 
Phone nowll 01758 702213 


ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS Geor- 
gian country hauee experience, 
nr Ludlow. DBAS: G90, 3 days 
B*B £80. Col Bractl: 01584 


•DYUJC N. WALES Con^ea.1999 
wmur brochure. Phone nowll 
01756 702206 

PEMBHOKE5HIRE. Award wfemkig 

“•salon of quality, eenalbly 
priced cottages. 01238 681297. 
Coast & Country Cotlagea. 

BRECON BEACONS. Short breaks 
BueVaHe In over 900 ate cottage* 
«sep up to sa Phone now 
01874 878440 






YORK . Hewoitfi Caul HotsL 3 dsy 

Norfolk | "^AJCwtsbrwdLeBO 

SNETTiSHAH Secluded Coach YORKSHIRE DALES, Moors 6 
Hwisn. Stoops 4. No petxrtmok- coast Over 200 tie cotta, 
ore. Bradwe 01485 B12S87 Brochure. (0175Q 700872. 



jj. For a unique 
j| range of veal holidays 
that are fully-bonded. 

flexible and 
definitely origi Ila ] _ 
book AITO! 

wo n 3 FREE c °p> 

A,T ° lrCCtor -' (fstiiia all mutnluT 
sumpames, pl, as , lelcphont . 

0181 607 9080 
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From the only national newspaper travel section that refuses free trips 


The British love affair with 

Early snow, amazing views — just what is it that makes Val d’lsere such a uniquely popular ski resort? Stephen Wood finds out 
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Is that a car park over there? In Val d’lsere, the favourite resort of British skiers, early snowfalls conceal the humdrum Peter Macdiarmid 


T he eariy-season skiing 
was excellent in Val 
dTsere this year. The 
week before last, I 
skied down the D902, 
the old Alpine road 
from Bourg St Maurice, in France, 
to the Italian border. Soon after- 
wards, I skied across a car park. I 
suspect that, later in the day, I tra- 
versed the proving ground used for 
Europe's biggest four-wheel-drive 
motor show. But it was hard to tell 
when the whole area was covered 
with 80cm of snow. 

The snow usually comes early to 
Val d’lsere. allowing il to open for 
business on the last weekend in 
November and to stage the first race 
in skiing's World Cup in mid- 
December By tradition, the British 
come early too: last season, almost 
one in three skiers in the resort in 
December were Britons. And those 
who were there at the beginning of 
this month enjoyed good snow 
conditions, empty pistes and blue 
skies. The only downside, apart 
from the fact that about half the ski 
area had not yet opened, was a 
bitingly cold wind. 

But we like "VaJ" enough to go 
there throughout the season: the 
statistics show that only the French, 
with 51 per cent make up a bigger 
share of its market than the British, 
who constitute 27 per cent making 
it the most popular skiing resort in 
the world for British skiers < the sta- 
tistics also suggest that you are 
unlikely to meet many Poles, Turks 
or South Africans on the slopes: 
those nationalities have, respec- 
tively, a 0.3 per cent 0.2 per cent and 
0.1 per cent share of the market). 

So just what is so attractive about 
the resort? First the Espace Killy 
ski area - which Val shares with the 
^neighbouring resort of Tlgnes - is 
^absolutely huge (more than 100 ski- 
lifts. 300km of pistes), dramatically 
beautiful and high enough for 
reliable snow cover, and its skiing 
“is so varied and demanding that it 
has raised a whole genre of inter- 
national experts who never ski any- 
where else", according to the Good 
Skiing Guide. Second, the reputa- 
tion of the nightlife is such that ski 
operators have a hard time 
persuading their chalet staff to work 


anywhere else. Finally, the resort has 
managed to maintain its chic image 
despite operating on an almost 
industrial scale, coping with more 
than a quarter of a million skier- 
weeks per season. 

The image is unwarranted, as 
anyone who has been to Val - or 
watched BBCl’s War and Piste 
docusoap - will know. The night Life 
could well be exceptional, but 1 took 
up skiing too late in life to see the 
point in standing in a crowded night- 
club drinking expensive brands of 
beer and being deafened by hard- 
core snowboarder music. Which 
just leaves the siding. 

The top of the resort is absolutely 
sensational; the view off La Grande 
Motte is one of the great Alpine 
panoramas, an immense sweep of 
mountains across the [sere valley to 
the north-east Wait at the top for 
those who have travelled with you 
in Lhe cable-car to disperse, and you 
can ski alone into a landscape which 
almost matches the Vailee Blanche 
in its epic scale. And at the bottom, 
there is a superbly varied black 
run down to the resort - called 
Face, it was created as the downhill 
course for the 1992 Olympics - 
which drops off Lhe Believarde peak 
into a gully', then winds down to tra- 
verse a lumpy snow-field, and final- 
ly hurtles into the trees on a steep, 
icy slope. 

But between the two is a ski-area 
whose attractions are largely tech- 
nical: wide, fast pistes and plenty of 
unpisted terrain set in a vast, tree- 
less snow-field that straddles the 
four valleys that run down to the 
resort. For those who want to 
improve their carving turns or 
powder technique, it's perfect; for 
those who (like me) prefer to find 
adventure in the landscape, on runs 
which disappear into glades and 
gullies, it's rather dulL In that huge 
ski-area, I like two things: the 
immaculately finished post-modern 
interior of the cafe/restaurant at the 
top of the La Daille lift and the 
switchback ride on the Lessiferes Eft, 
which climbs out of one valley floor 
and drops down onto the next The 
siding leaves me raid. 

Alarmed that as apparently the 
only British skier who hasn't fallen 
for Val, I might be missing some- 


thing, I consulted an old hand while 
I was there. Jason Grist who 
worked in the resort for five years 
with the tour operator First Choice, 
isn’t blind to its deficiencies: begin- 
ners. he says, “should be advised 
against coining - except for the 
night life. Although there are good 
nursery slopes in the Solaise area. 
I don’t think it’s a resort for people 
in their second or third week of ski- 
ing". He was much less sympathetic 


about my skiing problem; for inter- 
mediates and experts, he reckons 
Val is “a paradise, particularly the 
off-piste Tour du Charvet" (too late: 
I spoke to him on my' final evening 
in Vai). 

More helpfully, he believes that 
Val (he dislikes the nickname 
because it reflects the Sloan ey past) 
is misjudged, particularly by Britons 
- and not just because it is no longer 
the skiing playground of the British 


middle-class: "Ifen years ago. yes; 
now it's much less exclusive. 
Fundamentally', it’s still a French 
mountain village: when I worked at 
La Daille we used to give stale 
bread from the chalets to an old guy 
to feed to les bites. 

“And underneath Val d’lsere 
there remains a community of 
Avalrns" - the local name for natives 
of the Isene valley - “with a surviv- 
ing mountain culture." 


Grist regrets that visiting Britons 
are so oriented towards skiing. “In 
a ‘welcome’ meeting at Club Med. 
guests are told about Alpine pursuits 
such as snow shoeing, mountain- 
walking and cross-country skiing, 
and maybe 20 per cent win take them 
up. British guests would have no 
interest ar all" 

His remedy for my disaffection 
with Val d’lsere was to go up to the 
Tour du Charvet with an Avaiin 


guide on my next visit “I guarantee 
that you wifi discover fire or six 
things that you didn't know about the 
area, and if you’re lucky you’ll see a 
flock of wood grouse." 

That struck a chord: I went 
straight out and bought a proper 
map of the area, to investigate the 
old mountain village which lies be- 
neath the surface of the ski resort. 
Which is how I know I skied down 
the D902 road. 
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SAIL ONTO 
THE 

BEST SNOW. 



£159 




The best way co escape the crowded slopes 
and package hordes is by ferry with Ski-Drive, 
an exciting idea from P&O Seem Line. A Sld-Drivc 
package includes a return ferry fare 
for a car, phis AA 5 Star Breakdown 
Assistance and Home and Overseas 
Personal Winter Sports Cover from 
just •£159’ for two people. Ski-Drive offers the serious 
skier the flexibility to ski and leave the crowds behind 
To find out more, or to book, see your local 
travel agent or call 0990 9SO 900- 


P&O Stena 

LINE 
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FRAZZLED AND fed-up after a 
week of horribly haphazard 
travel on Thursday evening I 
did what I have never done be- 
fore: ask an airline how much 
extra it would cost to fly in busi- 
ness class. “That’ll be £337”, 
came the reply: in other words 
three times the price of my 
economy ticket from Athens to 
London. After climbing back on 
to my feet, I politely declined - 
and I was very glad that I did. 
Here’s why. 

Seat 3LD was very comfort- 
able - especially when com- 
bined with its neighbours 31E, 
F and G. And, if stretching out 
across four middle seats on this 
Boeing 747 doesn’t satisfy my 
need for personal space, I need- 
ed look no further than rows 27 
to 30 inclusive, all of which are 
equally vacant 

There are 426 seats on a 
Olympic Airways jumbo jet, 
but on Thursday night only 43 
of them were occupied (more 
accurately. I counted only 43 
passengers on board; some of 
us were occupying more than 
one seat). Tb look after us, 
there were two pilots, a flight 

engineer and a dozen members 
of cabin crew, not to mention 14 
loos. I have a theory about why 
flight 265 was so sparsely pop- 
ulated, which 1 shall expound in 
a moment 

First, though: you know 
when you find it hard to leave 
a place? This week, that was 
how Santorini was for me. But 
this inertia had nothing to do 
with the haunting beauty of 
the Cydadean island in mid- 
winter. It was impossible to 
leave because on Wednesday 
morning Olympic Airways can- 
celled the Sight to Athens. 

Ah well I thought as I settled 
down to get some work done 
white waiting for the next flight 
at least it’s a bright clean air- 
port Then I got thrown out; 
Santorini’s gleaming terminal 
closes between flights. By that 
Stage. I was inured to inconve- 
nience. Five out of the six 
Olympic Airways flights I took 
this week were late. The total 
number of explanations or 
apologies: one (two if you count 
the no ra ppe ara nce of the flight 
from Santorini). And I have 
been on more waiting lists than 
a hypochondriac NHS patient. 

Highlights from my thor- 
oughly mangled schedule in- 
clude the shortest time I have 
ever spent in any hotel a flat 
four hours from check-in to 
check-out No, it wasn’t that sot 



SIMON CALDER 

Flying in Greece: 
I've been on more 
waiting lists than an 
NHS patient 


of hotel; I bad arrived in Athens 
14 hours late, and had to get up 
at 3am to catch a 5am connec- 
tion. This flight inevitably, was 
itself delayed, so 1 could have 
stayed in bed longen Eventually 
I unravelled the three-stage 
reason: first there are no 
boarding gates at Athens air- 
port so everyone has to be 
bussed to the airport next 
Olympic schedules no fewer 
than five domestic departures 
for 5am; third, there appear to 
be only four buses. 

We can only hope that the 
timekeeping at the 2004 
Olympics in Athens is better 
than that of the national airline. 
Cronus, the Greek god of time, 
would not be amused. 

The only flight that wasn't 
late actually managed to be five 
minutes early. Could this be be- 
cause it was the only domestic 
sector on which Olympic faces 
competitton-lhamHeraklionto 
Athens? An Air Greece plane 
had left 15 minutes earlier The 
Olympic flight got off to a flying 
start, and overtook its rival 
over the Aegean. 

Tb return to the 'Boeing Ce- 
leste'. which left Athens a mere 
70 minutes late. My theoiy about 
the on-board void is simple: in 
tiie past year, competition has 
boomed between Athens and 
London. Perhaps the missing 
passengers were aboard the 
carriers that managed to leave 
on time; British Airways, easy- 
Jet,\frginAtiantic, plus a time- 
ly new Greek airline, Cronus Air 
A word of advice to Olympic ei- 
ther upgradeyour performance, 
or downsize your planes. 

On a hike around the wide 
open spaces of the rear cabin, 
I got chatting to an Australian 
passenger, who wondered why 
Olympic had not chosen to offer 
us a treat “They could have up- 
graded us all to business class". 




to Geneva 
than Swissair 


Up to 5 daily flights from London Luton to Geneva • 3 daily flights from London Luton to Zurich 

2 daily flights from Liverpool to Geneva 


0870 6 000 000 

www.easyJet.com 

Central London by roil Special Offer £7.90 mnmwiih THAMESLINK 
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Art, spirituality and amazing guacamole: just three good reasons to escape to Santa Fe for the festive season. By Kari Herbert 
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T he spicy scent of 
pinion pinery as 
thick on. the sens- 
es as the snow pil- 
ing up on the 
pavements. In the 
central plaza the adobe build- 
ings squatted like great Christ- 
mas calms; the walls the colour 
of marzipan, flat roofs with 
smooth royal icing and thou- 
sands of candles on top. Lining 
one side of the square were 
Pueblo and Navajo Indians, 
wrapped in colourful thick 
woven b lank ets. Seemingly im- 
pervious to the freezing tem- 
perature, they sat proudly with 
more blankets carpeting the 
ground in front covered in an 
array of stunning handmade 
turquoise jewellery, carved 
fetishes and gourds. 

I had gone to Santa Ffe to es- 
cape the trials and tribulations 
of Christmas in the UK, and 
although I thought it would be 
a miracle to find a place in 
America that did not play 
tinned Christmas carols on 
loud speakers everywhere, I 
was willing to give it a shot. 

I had also heard that Santa 
Fe was, “Like way out man. 
Plenty of fairies, but not the kind 
you stick on a Christmas tree. 
Anyway, can you imagine a Na- 
tive American putting stockings 
out for Santa?" It all sounded 
very intriguing. 

It was. The tiny capital of 
New Mexico is awash with art 
and spirituality It is a won- 
derfully relaxed mix of a place 
that has evolved into a city of 
quite some extremes. The 
palaces of the rich and famous 
rest lazily in the foothills of the 
spectacular Sangre de Christo 
mountains, overlooking the 
simplicity of the Native Amer- 
ican reservations on the desert 
mesa below. This is a city in 
which you buy a newspaper in 
the street from a nuclear physi- 
cist who became disillusioned 
with his role in life, you hear 
Buddhists discussing philoso- 
phy over a Danish pastry and 
coffee in a French cafe, and see 
resident tarot readers in the 
most traditional of hotels. 


And what of the festive sea- 
son itself? This materialised 
into thousands of farolitos in 
Santa Ffe. Tiny lanterns, simply 
constructed with candles and 
brown paper bags, lined win- 
dowsills, walls and pavements. 
Chilli ristras hung from beams 
on the adobe buildings, and 
coloured corncobs decorated 
doors and porches -underlying 
the huge interest people have 
in food here. 

I sank into the bewildering 
range of restaurants with an air 
of surrender. There was every- 
thing from sushi to Thx Mex. A 
gastronomic heaven. I had 
never watched a waiter make 
guacamole at the table - nor 
tasted anything like it I had also 
never been sung to by a wait- 
ress before. For traditionalists 
a turkey dinner could be found, 
accepting that great succulent 
chillies were the essential ac- 
companiments to the meaL It 
was basically Christmas with a 
twist and a margarita. 

I took a break from restau- 


rants and threw myself into the 
slow current of Santa Fe’s gift 
buying “frenzy”. Laid-back 
would hardly seem an appro- 
priate description. I fingered 
spurs and smoky leather sad- 
dlebags with a passing fasci- 
nation, moved on to the gem 
shops selling everything from 
amethyst to fossilised mam- 
moth tusks , and finally ended 
Up languishing fa a bookshop 
drinking coffee and listening to 
music that gave no indication 
of the time of year. 

Yet Santa Fe’s general air of 
lethargy, presumably induced 
by constant eating, would on oc- 
casion metamorphose into an 
atmosphere literally popping 
with excitement I found myself 
being swept into a procession 
in the plaza as twilight fell, 
singing softly in Spanish and 
watching operatic pantomime 
devils rtanring on roofs, refus- 
ing shelter to the Mary and 
Joseph who led the parade. 
The freezing night was wanned 
with the glow of hand-held can- 


Fact File 


Getting there: the most 
boring thing about Santa Fb 
is reaching it The best 
arrival point is 
Albuquerque, a brisk 
hour's drive away. 

There are no direct 
flights here from the 
UK; the least 
inconvenient route is 
from Gatwick or 
Manchester via 
Dallas-Fort Worth on 
American Airlines. 

If you want to get there by 
Christmas you can expect 
to take a circuitous route 
and/or pay a a high fare. 
Things improve in the New 
Year Ftightbookers (0171- 
7572000) has a fare of £313 
return in January. 


particularly around 
Christmas. Santa Fe Motel 
is one of the cheapest 
(around £55 a night; 001 505 
982 1039); Hotel 
Santa Fe is a fun 
adobe-style place to 
stay (around £70; 

001 505 982 1200), or 
plump for one of the 
more expensive 
hotels like La Fonda 
de Santa Fe (001 505 
982 5511) which has plenty 
of character. 


Where to stay: 
Accommodation in Santa 
Fe can be expensive. 


More information: visit the 
New Mexico Department of 
Tourism on Old Santa Fe 
TVaiL where they have a 
wide selection of material 
to browse through, or pick 
up one of the many free 
local newspapers and 
magazines that give details 
on events. 


dies and later with Irish coffee. 

The art scene was not to be 
left out of the celebrations. On 
Christmas Eve. Canyon Road 
jittered with a fiery welcome. 
The Canyon Road walk is a 
modem tradition; a chance to 
wander through a haze of car- 
ols sung by the side of small 
bonfires lit in the road, and look 
in some of the 83 galleries f>«t 
open their doors and serve 
warmed wine and punch to 
customers and gazers. 

Making your way through 
the assorted revelry you get a 
strong sense of Santa Fe’s 
unique flavouc There was a 
glorious mix of spirituality with 
people wearing strange com- 
binations of clothes and trin- 
kets: accessories of Tibetan 
prayer-beads with dream- 
catcher earrings; Saint Christo- 
pher necklaces and cowboy 
boots. Posters wallpapered 
notice boards promising fulfil- 
ment and self-growth by means 
of Goddess worship, re- 
birthing, Tan trie meditation 
and fine rianring , 

I delved into the depths of 
my femininity at the Goddess 
workshop and became thor- 
oughly scared, waiting for my 
inner KaE to come raging to the 
surface. So, I ended my Santa 
Fe experience not at a work- 
shop for enlightenment, but at 
a bar at the end of Canyon 
Road list ening to live jazz and 
drinking another of the leg- 
endary margaritas. Tables 
were cleared away as real- 
looking cowboys swung lonely 
through the doors, scrubbed 
clean and ready for a night’s 
da nring with a “real lady". I 
managed to dip under the 
of several beady eyes lookin' for 
lurve, after spying the array of 
polished spurs with trepidation, 
and I slipped out anonymous- 
ly into the freezing night- only 
to be disappointed by the dis- 
tinct lack of dusty mustangs 
tied up outside. 

I arrived home with a taste 
for tequila, blue corn chips and 
chilli, and realised tha t I had 
hardly missed the fairy on top 
of tiie Christmas tree. 
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Santa Fe’s adobe buildings - a mix of Pueblo Indian and Spanish-Moorish styles 
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NEWS FROM THE TRAVEL WORLD 


SKI HOTLINE 


Trouble spots: responses in the 
travel industry to the Anglo- 
American air strikes against Iraq. 


After the first air strike, the Foreign 
Office issued the following advice: 
“We advise against travel to Israel 
and the Occupied Territories. 
British nationals already there 
should await further advice". 

For other countries in the region 
except Iraq, the FO says: 

“Following the allied military strike 
against Iraq on 16 December, 

British nationals contemplating 
travelling to Middle East and Gulf 
countries should stay in touch with 
developments and take sensible 
precautions. They are strongly 
advised to register with the British 
Embassy and to follow local advice 
issued by the Embassy and its 
Consular Wardens." 

Fbr Iraq, the FO says simply 
that “British nationals should 
not attempt to visit Iraq. We 
strongly advise any British 
nationals currently in Iraq to leave 
as soon as possible." 


British Airways Holidays is not 
taking any bookings for travel 
before 31 January to the following 
countries: Cyprus, Egypt, Israel 
and the UAE. Its parent company, 
British Airways, is changing its 
schedules on flights to Tel Aviv and 
Kuwait for “operational reasons*’ - 
in order that aircraft crews do not 
have to make the normal stopover 
at these airports. Passengers 
booked to either destination who 
decide not to travel may get a foil 
refund, in the form of a voucher for 
future travel on BA. 

One of the airlines most involved 
in tiie Gulf region is Emirates, 
based in Dubai, which says: “Flights 
are continuing to operate normally, 
and we do not anticipate any 
disruption to services” The airline 
told The Independent that 
passengers who preferred not to 
travel because of the conflict can 
cancel without penalty. 

Fbr the latest Foreign Office 
travel advice, call 0171-238 4503, or 
BBC2 Ceefax page 470, or on the 
Internet at wwwico.gov.uk 


Bargain ofthe week: festive flyers can 
get from central London to Heathrow 
more cheaply and easily. 


The Heathrow Express is, as has 
been noted in these pages before, 
by far the most expensive train in 
Britain. But the £10 flat fare 
becomes a bargain on Christmas 
Day and Boxing Day, when almost 
all other public transport doses 
down completely. 

The last time I made the journey 
from central London to Britain’s 
busiest airport at Christmas the cab 
cost £50, inducting a festive tip. This 
yean though, travellers to Heathrow 
can take advantage of a foil service 
an the train from Paddington 
station, not far from tiie centre of 
London. Families are set to benefit 
the most* each fare-paying adult 
can take up to four under-16s free. 


True or false: drunks are not al- 
lowed on Sydney Harbour Bridge 


TYue. Motorists on the landmark 
bridge are subject to the New South 


Wales blood-alcohol limit of 0.05 per 
cent But pedestrians? Yes: anyone 
signing up for the new and 
extremely popular waik/dimb over 
the beautiful arc is breathalysed, 
and those over the limit are refused 
permission to take part in the 
three-hour adventure. So don’t swig 
a stiffener before you soar 

BridgeClimb, the company that 
runs the operation, imposes other 
safety standards. Participants must 
wear special “Bridgesuits”, grey 
tracksuits designed to avoid 
distracting motorists’ attention. 
Harnesses must be worn, and 
fastened to static lines on the 
structure of the 70-year-old bridge. 
And even though Kodak is a 
sponsor of BridgeClimb, cameras 
are not allowed - to avoid the risk 
that users could fall from the top of 
the 400ft structure while taking 
pictures of Sydney Harbour. 

TO sign up for the climb, call 00 
61 2 9252 0077 or consult 
www.bridgeclimb.com, the 
company’s website. 

Simon C alder 


Detailed independent snow and 
weather reports from 1 80 resorts 


First, obtain the access code for 
the resort of your choice 
Phone or Fax 0870 51 OO 843 
|the fax lists codes fox 100 re- 
sorts) 


Resort Area Comment Slopes (cm) Last Temp Forecast 

open Lwr Upr snow 

ANDORRA 

Art real 60% High new best cower 30 50 29 1 1 4C Cloudy 

AUSTRIA 



techgl. — 100% Gd eany seasen snow 30 100 14.12 -1C Settled 

Saafoach ....100% Gd eariy season snow 65 75 14.12 3c Seeded 


To listen to the latest snow and 
weather report: 

Phone 0901 Ml 70 051 + code 


For a fax copy of the latest snow 
and weather report: 

Fax 0906 55 00 086 + code 


SKI HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


Lake Louise ..60% Hrm/groomed snow 95 180 14.12 -*C Ugfir snow 

FRANCE 

Gr. 0omand..30% lOffcnscpen wrends 30 100 11.12 OC fwUnJy *mry 

Wwz'fw 50% Opening more terrain 20 60 09.12 1C Changeable 

ITAiy 

Courmayeur . .$0% Coverage all anjfldal 10 30 30.11 -5C Changeable 

NORWAY 

Gerto 30% Rrm packed snow 20 30 14.12 OC Settled 

SWITZERLAND 


A detailed four-page sumnv 
conditions in 1 80 resorts 

Fax 0906 55 OO 601 


5aas Fee 50% Exc runs on glacier 10 160 12.12 5C Sunny 

UNITED STATES 


Helpline: 0870 51 33 345 


Stowe 10% Mainly Pm packed 15 60 00.72 -3C Bright spells 

Information supplied by Ski Hotline 


Calls to 0901 cost 60p per min. 0906 cosr £1 per min. 0870 calls are standard national rate. 


On or off piste, with WorldCover you’re covered. ^ 


0800 365 121 


ONE CALL AND YOU’RE COVERED 

mm.«aUcc«gteam The report ad 


SWWCOVER'. 

"i 




Ireland 

Liu€ a different life 


HOLIDAYS ’99 


From B&B’s to castles, from 
long weekends to weeks on end, 
you’ll find Ireland’s world 
famous welcome is now warmer 
than ever. For our full 
colour brochures, call us free on 


0800 55 5599 


www. i relandhoi idays.co. uk 


EXPLORE CUBA from £395 



W e have devised this one-week itinerary, 
for those with only a limited time to 
spend, to include the fascinating capital 
of Havana, staying at the joint venture 4-star 
Hotel Sevilla located in the Old Havana quarter 
and one of the few hotels in Havana to have a 
swimming pool. This arrangement allows the 
visitor to see the attractions of Havana with 
optional visits to the colonial legacy of 
Cienfuegas, Trinidad, Pinar del Rio, Guzxna, Cayo 
Largo and Varadero. 

Visiting Cuba is like dipping into five centuries 
of history, the time that has elapsed since 
Christopher Columbus first came across the 
island. For various reasons Cuba has been the 
forgotten island in the Caribbean, caught In a 
time warp, known only for its political sensitivity 
and large cigars. 

Yet Cuba Is much more than this. Many of the 
towns and cities preserve their original colonial 
Spanish architecture - mansions, inner patios, 
squares, churches, cathedrals and old military 
fortresses are set in lush vegetation and rugged 
mountains with the sea providing a deep blue 
backdrop. The island also boasts a surprisingly 


7 nights at the joint venture 4-star Hotel Sevilla in Old Havana 



DEPARTURE DATES & PRICES 

Wednesdays - per person in a twin room 
1999 January 20*. 27» £495 
FW>3*. 10*. 17,24X495 
March 3, 10. 17,24X495 
March 31X545 
April 7, 14. 21. 28 £495 
Single room supplement £170 
■Special late availability ofier of C395 for the first 20 
places on each of these dales. Applies only to reservations 
made between 19 December 1998 and 18 January. 1999. 
ftfaWfcWM irv^ i n i tV Iiii itu w W—. iwne»— fcr 7 nlgto 

at lb» HOI Imlb. vnl« at local rgpnwuuoii. UR arpcmii* dl 
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7 nights from £395 


colourful array of flowers, fruit and birdlrfe. 
Flights are with Monarch Airlines from 

and to London Gatwick flying into Varadero 
an Cuba's north coast with road transfers to 
Havana. 


0171-616.1000 

V/V 

VOYAGES JULES VERNE 
21 Dorset Square, London NW1 6QG 

reswd P nu e Po m Let wnMNi «ian 

Internet http 
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P&O Stena 

LINE 

DOVER TO CALAIS 
NEWHAVENTO DIEPPE 


FROM 


RETURN 


IN 1999 


& UP TO 9 p ASSENGERS) 

fctoraabeH 

I U9 l — -j— | forum 

Mototbomes.'taioibma ^ mt far „ „ , E *™’ 

Book and P&y in jdnnc*. “ 0 £-3 return ■opplemcnt. 
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prcvio.it APEX fore. rctum odw ofTa replaces any 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 
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OVERSEAS 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Take Off 


Take Off 


T^ke Off 
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WORLDWIDE I A 1 L 0 R M A D E H 0 T E L 5 CAR HIRE TRAVEL INSURANCE TOURS. C R U IS E 5 


CURRENT BEST BUYS ON THE WORLD'S FINEST AIRLINES 


Butman mi 

OKvnur HTum 


ewwmr knum 




non 


mm 


reoM 

MELBOURNE 

£306 £541 

NEW YORK 

£122 £174 

CARIBBEAN 

£288 £288 

PERTH 

£306 £541 

BOSTON 

£135 £214 

MEXICO CITY 

£162 £313 

AUCKLAND 

£306 £531 

WASHINGTON 

£135 £214 

RIO 

£323 £401 

BANGKOK 

£218 £383 

CHICAGO 

£179 £260 

JO'BURG 

£231 £341 

HONG KONG 

£284 £308 

FLORIDA 

£155 £234 

CAPETOWN 

£231 £379 

SINGAPORE 

£251 £389 

LOS ANGELES 

£222 £269 

NAIROBI 

£247 £412 

BAU 

£273 £383 

SAN FRANCISCO £222 £267 

DUBAI 

£174 £277 

TOKYO 

£260 £455 

TORONTO ■ 

£202 £261 

CAIRO 

£143 £224 

INDIA 

£227 £313 

VANCOUVER 

£277 £351 

AROUND THE WORLD £707 

1 PLUS DiSCOUWTED QUALITY ACCOMMODATION PER ROOM PER NIGHT FROM | 


TRAILFISDERS 



42-50 EARL5 COURT POAD LONDON W 8 *FT 

LONGHAUL TRAVEL: 0171-938 3364 


AUSTRALIA £32 • USA £29 • AFRICA £39 • PACIFIC £46 • ASIA £20 
USA CAR HIRE FROM £21 PBl DAY 

CAUL NOW FOB OUR TAILORMADE WORLDWIDE AND NORTH AMERICA BROCHURES 


TRAILFINDERS DOES NOT IMPOSE CHARGES ON CREDIT CARDS 


AUSTRALIA 

FROM £579 RETURN 
FOR AN EXTRA £ 69 * PER PERSON 
STOP OFF IN PENANG FOR 5 NIGHTS 
IN A FIRST CLASS BEACH HOTEL 

MUST BOOK BY 31 DECEMBER 

"Based on twin shore 


NO INSURANCE FEE FOR FULL PROTECTION AGAIN5T AIRLINE INSOLVENCY - CAA APPROVED 


19*3 KENSINGTON HIGH STREET LONDON Wfl 7P.G 

LONGHAUL TRAVEL: 0171-938 3939 
HRS! A BUSINESS CUS5: 0171-938 3444 

THE TRAVEL EXPERTS 215 KENSINGTON HIGH STREET LONDON WB 4BD 

TRANSATLANTIC & EUROPEAN: 0171-937 5400 


FOR YOUR 
FREE COPY OF 
THE TRAILFINDER 
MAGAZINE CALL 
01 71 938 3366 
ANYTIME 


ATOL 1458 IAEA ASIA 69701 


22-24 THE PPIGRY QUEENSWAT BIRMINGHAM B4 6BS 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL: 0121-236 1234 

4B CORN STREET BRISTOL 351 I HO 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL: 0117-929 9000 

254 -2S4 SAU CHE HALL STREET GLASGOW' G2 3EH 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL: 0141-353 2224 
FWST 8 BUSINESS CLASS: 0141-353 2400 

58 DEAN5GATE MANCHESTER M3 2FF 

WORLDWIDE TSAVEL: 0161-839 6969 
FIRST & BUSINESS CLASS: 0161-839 3434 


7-9 PlDLfY PLACE 

WORLDWIDE TRAVEL 


NEWCASTLE HE I 3JQ 
0191-261 2345 
(NEWCASTLE CLOSED SUNDAfl 


ALL OUR TRAVEL CENTRES ARE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
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NEW 

YORK 

FROM 

£177 


FLIGHTS 

DIRECT 


Return prices mduding 
prepaid airpori toxM From: 


CAR HIRE • INSURANCE 
HOTELS • AUSTRALIAN VISAS 

0870 7500 140 

Mon-rri Pam-Cpm. Sen 9am- 5 30pm. Sun I Oom— 4.30pm Datii 
Open XMAS. 24 Dec Sam-Spm. do tac 25/26/27 Dec. 28 Doc 9am Spm. 

WE GO FURTHER TO 
FIND THE BEST FLIGHT 


Mdbounw 

Sydney 
Auckland 
Hong Kong 
Bonglcl 

Singapwo 

Johanmnbuig 

Dubai 


£529 

£531' 

CS09* 

£350 

£359 

£380 

£334 


SanFronciKQ 

Boudd 

WaiNngton 

Chcago 

CMando 

Lm Antrim 

lex otto 


£2734 Vbnaww 


£363 

£301 

£201 

C2S7 

£313 

£363 

£219 

£289 


£310 Pound Thu Mbrld £679f 


n\.\in\\ 

Mhir 


-J 7 K. 

Montreal £199 ’ 

D»«l (Bghu an Onddd 3000 


roron.o 
Ottawa 
HnV.5a» 
LMnco Liver 
Winnipeg 
- Calgary •' 
E-'Jn-artcr 


WEN TODAY 


•■/WvV.CCn.lCr^^'eJ^Jlf.C 

INCLUDES AlftPOST !?■ 
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Vir. ri : :■ : c! -1*? ? V ■ ■ ‘V.; ! 

I|^ : f6lii)wii^pi3ces 
^ iorkloifrluiori From Liverpool 

■: -■ ~ 

yfedeen;-/ — .-£29 

£29 

S29 


---^29 

Byecdoria . . :, --_£39^- __£29 

^ Amsterdanir '^ - '^ 939 • ^ ' £29 ■ 

Madncf — 1. - . —.£39 


l Adventure travel and flights at Affordable prices l 


I ffMca ledudr 
ilprfjIdKAnl 


AUCKLAND— ,f799.. tiOi CAHO £I27...£(« RIO OE l«£IB0 f JH_£4I5 

1NDU. I240._nis flfWNCL f J70 li 10 HAVANA. MM 


— CURRENT REST BUYS — special offer| 

aw PTN «W KIN OW RTN 2 TOT 1 

SYDNEY. HONG K0NG...f2M._rH)S K7BURG nKL.fJ55 A ncfr^llO 

casns nn .im bau ras.-ms capeiown i2J7..£j7o rtUSiralld 

PEBIH 2M9...MM SAIGON- {281.2)70 MEXICO Cm...-{247_.r»M £365«. 

price per person 

MADIAS. HM...MI0 DUBAI _....iIM.-£2*J OUIO OW...MM 

KA1HMANDU-. f240._/)ll I0KY0. {221.-1179 I0K0NT0 {IW..JT259 Tr^yHIInc on a quality 

COLOMBO..-.. £24S...{ 117 SEYOffmS...mi.-{442 NEW YORK {I40../179 scheduled airline. 

BANG UK {2J)._{JJI NA1B0BI C219 £119 I0S ANGELES .-011-/211 »AI 

SWGAPOW. {280../111 HABARL /299...M70 AGADIR /2M „ . 

- AROUND THE WORLD - CaB for mere delaib 
LONDON - BALI • CAIRNS overland I* SYDNEY - AUCKLAND - 11(1 >WM< 

- LOS ANGELES - LONDON £699 

Whether you in holldjyinf at vlslllng home. Mould like le go dliM m with a oopover. m PUilmni Travel 
we ulief mare llidni vu nar deamjoaru. at all dw right prices to adi your requnmeMs. 


lOnc ha"l i: 0171 9575122 tuansailamic & flroi>F:0171 9572654 
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II Pi HOGMANAY IN SCOTLAND J 

only 

£49 

^ KJLJAfl uk 
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.£49- 


£29 
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X£49 
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'■ Central Londort I 


roH wHh.TTHWA^SfJTWC 
r£7.90 return 



* STA TRAVEL ★ 

WORLD LEADERS IN YOUNG INDEPENDENT TRAVEL 


iia 


OnRas Mi) m riawndM Imdrt 26 fsftr MlnA RfoAfal Bgha. hd bl 


Parte Eunxar £55 

Athens 

£154 

Costa Bica 

£299 

Mateobl 

£319 

Amstodam 

£74 

NewYwt 

£159 

Hong Kong 

£310 

Capelbian 

£379 

W re 

£127 

Boston 

£159 

Shgapcre 

£348 

RfelbouniB 

£499 

Bareekna 

£132 

Los Angeles 

£209 

Bangkok 

£359 

Auddand 

£499 

LATIN 

AM EF 

?IC A SPECIALS 

10% ■ 
OFF • 
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5 EUROPE: 0172 361 bU3, WORLDWIDE: 0272 361 612a 0161 834 0668 (Manchfisterj 

» ACCOMMODATION • CAB HIRE ■ DfSUBAHCE AND DVERLANO TOURS: 0171 361 6160 
£ B9Me4w)AnVrt.®BHa*dSi«Xn7Eaa«MllirLnCw4r9l*IJd»tMle«pnM9ri*dw 5taape.V 
S Bt1 C M!^L^-3UM.M.B«d-J»Cn^SL0iWd"BSihrr‘4.C«4oi%r -«Hil^lfaB.KnKB6 

5 MVnMSI fojteyi' BlhnrlAavp-.KlIIvaWjWiMrrfnp-trtanaBwAEiailMI* | 


STA Tranl do not ckarje far credit card bookings, wn.ttalnnl.ct.ok 


371 


STA TRAVEL 


USA “CHRISTUM SEAT SALE OFFER “ 

0171 460 2255 

WORLD’S FAVOURITE AIRLINE 


ATLANTA.......... 

...£249 

ORLANDO/tflAM. . £249 

BERMUDA 

...£449 

PHOENIX. 

-£299 

BOSTON. 

...£399 

PHILADELPHIA... 

.£199 


...£249 

PITTSBURG 

.£249 

nan ac 

..£269 

SAN DIEGO 

.£299 

DENVER 

..£299 

SEATTLE 

.£309 




.£269 

SAN FRANCISCO. .£269 

WASHINGTON .... 

.£199 

NASSAU 

..£399 

a- mm 

If Ml 

NEWARK 

..£199 

§§ 


NEW YORK JE199 

let 0171 370 5671 






Free Fax: 0500765656 ^^ 


e-mail: sates@zaktraveI.co.uk 
OPEN SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 




City Breaks 


Si’.I^LY 

•; / 




Luxury GHonT 
Breaks m GURoee 
FOR THE 

DuczRNtNa traheu-ex 

0181 995 9323 

ABTAYIM7 ATOL 1622 AITO 




student & 
youth travel 

www.campustravel.co.uk 

49 Branches Nationwide 


Amsterdam 

Athens 

AustraBa 

Chicago 

Cairo 

Cape Town 

Dublin 

Hong Kong 

Los Angeles 

Madrid 

New York 

Pads (Eurostar) 

Pisa 

Prague 

Singapore 

Tokyo 


Co/w 

37 69 

78 149 

Phone us 
117 169 

114 192 
246 

37 i 
219 31 
140 2t 

79 ! 
Ill li 

I 

73 11 
76 i: 
257 3: 
253 44 


Low cost student 
& youth insurance 


Worldwide 

0171 730 3111 


Europe 

0171 730 3sD2 


liili **»*.. 
H. America 

0171 730 2101 


52 Grosvenor Gardens, London SIV1 (opp Victoria e) 


Mnnchcstcr 

0161 273 1731 

Oirminqham 

01 21 AU 1846 


Bristol 

0117 929 2494 

Brighton 

01273 570 226 

T Ci’iU.ur LTD .-.TOV 513'> 


Scotland 

0131 668 3303 

Cambridge 

01223 324 283 


as many times M 
a as you like 


Insurance 

Services 



With our annual travel insurance, 
you can lake multiple trips 
throughout the year. 

To enrol, call quoting 

reference INA7H ___ 

Lines are open 7 days. 0800700 737 

Available to EKsn-Carcfcnemrbet's 


NO need to Compromise 


lpwiiid riRi i huii iir mltf* , nn riiiig 
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■d. bftmd Cter rjntod Ur 
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TRAVELPLAN 

THE ALL YEAH WORLDWIDE MULTI-TRIP 
TRAVEL INSURANCE 

FOR HOLIDAYS AND BUSINESS TRIPS WITH 
“OPTIONAL BENEFITS SELECTION" 
FROM ONLY 

£36.50 p.su 

BENEFITS C5.000.000 MEDICAL 
PLUS 

A Full Selection of Optional Benefits available 
AGE UMiT 66 
CONTACT: 

MARCUS HEARN & Co. LTD 
MARCUS HEARN HOUSE 
65/66 SHOREDITCH HIGH STREET, LONDON El 8JL 
TEL: 0171 739 3444 PAX: 0171 739 7888 
MAJOR CREDfT CARDS ACCEPTED 


Balearics 


VINTAGE SPAIN. MaUorcan S 
Menorcoi lannhouaas adh pooie 
111 unspoilt areas. 01954 261431 
AITO ATOL 27B7ABTA 


Corsica 


CORSICAN PLACES- Wo spe- 
ctates m Corsica- U»aiy villas 
wtfli pools, cotiapaa by me saa. 
medtewx Mage house*, carohily 
aotected hotels. Wary Merely par- 
SOnal carries. ATOL 2647. AITO. 
■M 01424 4800461 Fa* 460033. 
wwnxorelca.caiA 


Cyprus 


1 

AM«Hy s 



is proud ID 
presenlour 
new Cyprus 
Sunnier *99 
brochure. 

Tp receive your copy caB 



tSr « »*&> 


WALK FROM YOUR DOOR In apec- 
taciAar Ecanary. simple | n 

unspoilt La Qomera. alp 2/4. 
From £135pw 01788 622793. 


Eastern Europe 


PRAGUE Vienna. Budapest. Cen- 
tral aportmams, pensions hotels. 
AB help given. Tat 07000 782275 


France 


Special Interest Holidays 


Special Interest Holidays 


IT’S NEVER TOO LATE 

to go on a RAMBLERS HOLIDAY 

Our successful walking, trekking, exploring and sightseeing holidays just keep on going with departures through 
the autumn, winter, spring and summer ... our small escorted parties are backed by over 50 years experience. 
From out British Lake District centre our programmes cover the work!. The mouthwatering variety is such that 
choosing can be difficult - from the hill and mountain regions of Europe to the great mountain ranges of the world 
- Himalayas. Rockies, Andes and so much more. Not forgetting of course our wide range of easy walking, 
sightseeing and nordic ski holidays. All holidays are graded to illustrate their ease or challenge, but beware! 

Once you have travelled with one of our parties you could become addicted ... many have! Free brochure from. 

24 hour brochure line: 01707 339039 
RAMBLERS HOLIDAYS 2 Church Rd (Box 43), Welwyn Garden, AL8 6PQ 
Tel: 01 707 331133 Fax: 01707 333276 E-mail: ramhols@dial.pipex.com EgteLished img 



FU.OXENIA tor Grnco-fteB. Escape 
pkfls. ItaMand & unusual Isles. 
Vfflas A tty drive. Early 
Sprlng/Eastor; Summer. AuM 

2617, AITO. Tel: 0181 4491 557 
THE INDEPENDENT recommends 
Pin Crete. Sic village houses, 
spring flowers, breathtaking 
scenery and amply beaches 
8181 760 0879 AUV 27S7 AITO 
FI LO XENIA lor Qreco-fDes; Escape 
pKgs: Mainland A Unusual Isles; 
ATOL 2817 AfTO 01422 375 999 


Italy 


BRIDGEWATER'S Idyllic Italy. 28 
years experience countryside to 
coast. The complete selection, 
private villas, tarmhousos, caa- 
ttes. apartments end hotels. Tus- 
cany, UmMa, Lake Garde. Roma 
ABTA DQ219 Tel 0181 707 8795. 
Hlp:/fwww.brldgewaier 
travel , eo.uk 


Portugal 


VINTAGE PORTUGAL . Country 
houses with pools In The Mlnho 
8 Costs Verde. 01954 261431. 
ATTO ATOL 2787 ABTA 


NANCY TOURIST OFFICE 1999 


ART NOUVEAU - 

ON THE BILL FOR 1999: 

| - L’ecoie de Nancy 1889^1909 
Galeries PoireL Nancy 
| - Ma raebine est an fond de bols, 
musee de L’ecole de Nancy 
| — Mnture et Art Nouieau mus 6 e Des 
Beaux-arts 

NANCY 1999 


Place Stanislas, BP 810-54011. Nancy, Cedex. France 
tourisme@at-nancy.fr http; www.at-nancy.fr 


PARIS BY EUROSTAR 

Iran £59 RTN FOR UNDER 26'S 

and ISIC CARDHOLDERS 
WEEKEND IN PARIS 

BIR0S1M + 2 m M 2* NOTE 

PattxmlVIaisB Eaton. Urtm 

Tet 0171 834 7D68 


BRITTANY SOUTH - Mins from 
beach, three acre gardens, 
superb group of Odes. Tel: 01824 




Africa 


South Africa. 
Zimbabwe, Botswana 

?. v.-mx safari - from £395 
Carrier, "ou’tc - Iron £545 

RAINBOW TOURS 

0171 226 1004 

ro* BROCHURE Air.; *'h'; ’■ 


India 


\im& 


Hnf^ioothifcertNefW. 

GoUfeo Trta^e and udmew 
fajasthai, Kerala and Souffi kda. 
aormafe and soecW Imerea 
tours for (he (fecerrtng. 



to mennon 
\{ The Independently 
^when replying ^ 
adverts 


CHEZ NOUS -98. Save money - 
book dirocr with over 3.000 pri- 
vate owners - alt types of sfc holi- 
day property & B&Bs In France. 
CaU new lor free 358 page dV sc- 
arry 08700 730 730 (NHG07A) 

SOUTH-WEST Farmhouses with 
pools, Tam m Garonne & Le 
Seem. 01954 261431 AITO ABTA 


Spain 


VINTAGE SPAIN Country houses 
wan pools In unspoilt areas of 
Catahmys end Andaiuda 01954 
281431 ATTO ATOL 2787 


Skiing Holiday’s 


Mfribel, 
Courchevel, 
VoldTsire, 
La Plagne 
& Chamonix 
Superb catered 
chalets, tailor-made 
holidays and excellent 
childcare facilities. 

10181 995 9323 

[AffUVIiV ATOL l«U AfTO 


Seriol'sFun 
LES ARCS. VAL DISERE 
Huge Skiing. Great Food 
Old Chalet, Small Groups 
Tim 1 Village 
From £199 

0171 405 1018 


New Zealand 


Advettune DELUXE 
MOTOR HOME HIRE 

Experience the real New Zealand 
at your own leisure 

Campervans are an exciting way to see the 
beauty of New Zealand. You have the luxury 
and comfort of your own home - away from 
home. You decide where and when you 
want to go and what you want to see and 
experience, at your own leisure, 
t Modem fleet all fully equipped 
I Unlimited mileage 
12 -6 berth 

I Diesel motors in manual or automatic 
I One way hires and free airport transfers 

Call our UK office and talk to our friendly 
‘Kiwi’ staff for a free brochure and map 
New Zealand Adventure Free Phone: 

0800 61 - 41-62 


INDIA - KERALA 


Kerala's beauty Ues in Us fascinating history, 
tranquil beaches, scenic countryside and serene 
backwaters. 

Our 'Kerala Experience' tour captures the 
essence of this charming, traditional region 

7-night Tour (B&B) 

+ 7 nights Hotel iB&B) from £699 

Fire trvdnirc pa rted vah our 
heUndmcrt-pkaKcaS 

0181 423 3000 
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USA 


NEW ENGLAND Country houses In 
Vermont 6 cottages on Uatae 
coast- <71054 261431 ATOL 2787 


Skiing Holidays 


SDse c& 
Setbo v4?Cso® rd 
E-3oi5days 




Andorra, Italy, 
Spain 
Learn to ski & 
snowboard packs. 

Groups up to 7 In 6 FREE 



For a brochure call and 
quote SIND 

01233 211998 

http:/fwww.phg. co.uk 
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AFRICA EUROPE 
ASIA AMERICAS 

. 

Travolsaj Advent jres (SIN) 

IS Turk Sc. Aiten GU34 I AG , 
vrtw.rraveibag-advenrures.eo.uk- 

S* 01420 54 I 007 
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COSTA 

RICA 

The jewel of 
Central America 
7 nights 
frotn only 

£599 

[ WHSaY DEWRTURE5 CALL 

0181 222 7844 

res0hayci-firvls.com 
ATOi 1275 ABTA VMM 



Christmas Breaks 


I BRECON BEACONS. United avail. 
Xmasw<wkZ1-2BDec to lovely wc 
cottages some sfcop to 30. Sorry 
M.Year hlB. Or 874 676446. 





Mi&fcin Manor. Mrsitio. Nr. Cardiff li t- .'J SND 
TL'lrptioac: 01443 2243 U fax IH445 237N.16 

The ideal venue for the perfect 
Christmas and New Tear Break 
Imagine yourself relaxing in the luxury of a 10th 
Century Manor House set in 22 acres of 
landscaped gardens with its own Health & 
Leisure Facilities, 

A choice of 43 tastefully decorated bedrooms and 
six superb dining areas. 

“Our hallmark is friendly service, sumptuous 
cuisine in beautiful surroundings" 


THE PERFECT PRESENT 

“GIFT VOUCHERS TO PARADISE” 
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Cl 20 S 6 


THE HEALTH SPA DtSODT IN A STATELY HOME 

DAY GIFTS FROM £46.00 
FOR AN 1NSIA NT PU RCHASE TEL 01283 57S671 
NR. UCHHEUX STAFFORDSHIRE 
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There’s no need to bum out 


l'-> 


in Bunsen’s home town 


Mark Twain 


tramped there, 


and Turner 


painted there. 


Margaret 


Campbell takes 


childhood images 


to Heidelberg 


F irst impressions of a 
place can have strange 
origins: my picture of 
Heidelberg was formed 
through the viewfinder 
of a little plastic chalet, 
a souvenir brought back by family 
friends from their annual trip to 
Europe. Over the years, other layers 
were added to this childhood image 
of a ruined castle overlooking a 
river the (rose-tinted?) memories 
of an older German friend who 
spent the Sixties there as a student; 
A Tramp Abroad, Mark Twain's 
account of his travels through 
Europe: David Lodge's portrait of 
post-war Heidelberg, divided 
between the victorious Americans 
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Part of the city’s 
magic derives from 
the traditional and 
convivial student 
presence 


and less prosperous locals, in Out 
of the Shelter. 

Finally, years on from that first 
contact, I visited this celebrated 
town last month and realised again 
that some things are best exper- 
ienced at first hand. Heidelberg 
really is breathtaking, particularly 
outside the summer season, when 
it is apparently overrun by tom- 
buses and umbrella-waving guides. 
In any case, part of the city’s magic 
derives from the mists that roll 
down over the hills, occasionally al- 
lowing a glimpse of their wooded 
banks, and from the traditional -and 
convivial - student presence. 

There was no question about our 
first destination: we climbed the 
steep path to the castle, pausing 
regularly to wonder at the view 
beneath before passing through 
thick stone walls into the courtyard. 
It was hard to know where to look 
first once home to the Palatine elec- 
tors, the present structure has been 
added to many times since it was 
begun in the 15th century, and var- 
ious architectural styles are juxta- 
posed with the ruins of an enormous 
fire in 1764. One of the most strik- 
ing remains, an ornate Renaissance 
facade that serves as a backdrop to 
summer opera productions, reveals 
only sky behind the top two floors. 
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Heidelberg castle has been added to many times since it was begun in the 15th century, and various architectural styles are juxtaposed 


Robert Hording Picture Library C • 
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The courtyard also bouses an 
apothecary museum and the 
Heidelberger Fhss, an enormous 
wine barrel made out of 130 oak trees 
in the 18th century and guarded by 
a statue of Perkeo, the heavy- 
drinking court jester who is reputed 
to have died after drinking a glass 
of water by mistake. 

We could have spent hours 
exploring the castle interior and its 
museums, but were impatient to see 
the gardens and Elisabeth's Gate - 
an arched gateway allegedly built in 
a single right for James VTs daugh- 
ter, who married Elector Friedrich 
in 1610. However it was raining by 
now, so after a quick walk around, 
we visited one of Heidelberg’s cafes, 
which almost deserve to be visited 
as attractions in their own right A 
few slices of cheesecake later and 
we were fit for more. 


There has been a university here 
since 1386, making it Germany’s old- 
est and its buildings are scattered 
throughout the Alte Stadt The most 
unusual has to be the Studenten- 
karzer the dungeon for errant stu- 
dents Gn the past they were not 
subject to civil courts and could not 
be imprisoned in the town jail); the 
cell walls are covered in graffiti. The 
statue of Robert Bunsen brought 
back memories of school science 
labs, but this distinguished scientist 
was better known in his day for sep- 
arating the colours of tiie spectrum. 

Traditionally, the students were 
grouped into fraternities, with their 
own flags and rules of membership. 
Ifenting skills were essential and a 
fighting-scar was as much a rite of 
passage as a stay in the cells. The 
flags of the different fraternities, now 
existing more as optional social 


dubs, flutter over the streets. Stu- 
dent taverns abound, the most note- 
worthy of which is the Zum Roten 
Ochsen CHauptstrasse 217), where 
Bismarck and Mark TWain both ate. 

Much of Heidelberg was razed in 
the 1690s by invaring French troops. 


inn, still in business today. Opposite, 
the towering Gothic Heiliggeist- 
kirche is a bit of a contrast Once 
home to Germany's largest library, 
it was plundered during the Thirty 
Years War and its riches were trans- 
ferred to the Vatican- Outside, the 


Among student fraternities , a fighting scar was 
a rite of passage - as was a stay in the cells 


One of the few buildings to remain 
standing was the ornate Haus zum 
Ritter also on Hauptstrasse. This 
fanciful edifice, topped by a statue 
of St George and whose facade is 
covered in Latin inscriptions, served 
as the town hall before becoming an 


buttresses contain little market 
stalls, at one time common outride 
large churches. It was too douctyto 
dimb to the beD tower but on a dear 
day you can see all the way down the 
Neckar valley and even mhfee out the 
Alps in the distance. Marfctplatz, 


between the church and the 
Rathaus, was formerly the site of 
public judgments, executions and 
humiliation (citizens could be placed 
in the Triller a rotating cage, for 
minor offences up until 1740). And 
then we window-shopped along the 
(considerable) length of the pedes- 
trianised Hauptstrasse and its nar- 
row ride-streets. 

Next day we crossed the river and 
walked up the Schlangenweg to 
Philosopher’s Way a charming walk 
that gives the best view of this 
apogee of German romanticism: 
steep-forested hillsides, a swift 
course of water and the castle, 
inspiration for Tinner and described 
by Ttvain as “the Lear of inanimate 
nature”. The winding path back 
down the valley took us out on the 
riverside, and we stopped for a few 
minutes to try to distinguish where 


the 18th-century ramparts of the 
Karl Theodor bridge (remember 
that chalet?) merged into the cen- 
tral pillars, reconstructed after the 
bridge had been damaged in the Sec- 
ond World War. 

The Baroque towers and gateway 
leading back into the Old Town 
were also once used as cells. Tins 
constant reminder of criminality 
seemed at odds with Heidelberg^ 
history as a centre for theoloA 1 
(Martin Luther came hoe to defend 
his doctrines, and the Heidelberg 
Catechism of 1563 became one of the 
textbooks of Calvinism). 

And I even saw some plastic 
chalets for sale - but sent a suitably 
atmospheric postcard home instead- 
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From Britain, the most convenient 
airport for Heidelberg is Frankfort, 
an hour's train journey away. . 


¥THE INDEPENDENT 



3 nights in Portugal 

from £279 

PER PERSON 
Departures in March 
and November 1999 
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L ively and cosmopolitan, Lisbon possesses a very special character 
jand charm. Set on the banks of the Tarns River, the crtv d resents 


1— /and charm. Set on the banks of the Tagus River, the city presents 
an intriguing combination of the old and the new - its long and varied 
history can be seen everywhere, and yet it offers all the attractions of 
a modem metropolis. Once one of the most important ports in the 
world and capital of the Portuguese Empire, Lisbon's maritime 
heritage has always been a source of great pride to the city as the 
Monument to the Discoverers and the Impressive Vasco de Gama 
Bridge illustrate. There are many other attractions to be admired too, 
including the Belem Tower, St George’s Castle and the Hteronymite 
Monastery. As well as a city of beautiful buildings, you will also find in 
Lisbon excellent restaurants, fashionable shops and sophisticated 
nightlife in its colourful streets. So come with us and discover for 
yourself the unique quality that makes Lisbon one of the most 
interesting and beautiful cities in the world. 

INCLUDED IN THE PRICE 

• Return scheduled flights from the UK to Lisbon 

• 3 nights bed and breakfast hotel accommodation 

• Transfers between the airport and the hotel 

• Services of a representative 


Complete the coupon in block 
capitals and send to: 

The Independent 
Lisbon City Break, 
Festive Holidays Limited, 
Pate Court, North Place, 
Cheltenham. 

Gloucestershire GL50 4DY 
or call the brochure Hotline 

0990 55 33 55 

This holiday is operated by 
Festive Holidays Ltd, 
ABTAVT06X, ATOL 2172. 


Channel ferry gets that sinking feeling* 


The Newhaven-Dieppe service is a link with history as well as Prance. By Gerard Gilbert 
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OSCAR WILDE went into exile 
on it, Lord Lucan is reputed to 
have jumped off the back of it, 
Georges Simenon named a 
book after it, and the future 
Vietnamese liberation leader 
Ho Cbi Minh worked as a pas- 
try cook on it But it now looks 
increasingly likely that the 
Newhaven-Dieppe ferry will be 
consigned to its colourful past 
as P&O Stena prepares to pull 
the plug on the much-loved 
173-year-old cross-channel 
service between East Sussex 
and Normandy. 

With passenger numbers 
down from 1 million to fewer 
than 700,000 a year; P&O Stena 
is claiming losses of £8m on the 
Newhaven-Dieppe link - a 
victim, it is claimed, of 

increased competition from the 
Channel ItinneL The company 
has already pulled its troubled 
fast ferry service. The Elite, 
from the crossing and now 
only one ancient feny. The 
Cambria, chugs across from 
the Sussex coast The future of 
even that will depend on the 
results of P&O’s “consultation 
period” with UK and French 
unions. Most people expect a 
withdrawal from Newhaven, 
once the lucrative Christmas 
period is over. 


It looks as if the post-Tunnel 
rationalisation of (he Channel 
crossings is now in full swing. 
Competition with Le Shuttle 
has already forced Salty line off 
its Ramsgate-Ostend crossing. 
Luckily for Ramsgate, Thanet 
District CoimcQ has now set up 
a consortium to run freight 
services to O stand, with, they 
hope, passenger services 
resuming in the New Year. 

Lewes Counci] in East Sus- 
sex has no such easy solution. 
Newhaven’s port is in private 
hands, owned by Sea 
Containers. “Sea Containers 
is interested only in Sea Con- 
tainers”, rtbwiYK No rman BakBC 
Liberal Democrat MP for 
Lewes, which includes 
Newhaven. “Its strategy over 
the past X0 years has been 
minim um expenditure - just 
enough to deal with mainte- 
nance of statutory obligations 
- while bleeding as much 
money as it can out of the port 

“We would not be in this sit- 
uation if the port and the ferry 
were in public hands. That may 
sound old Labour, or old 
liberal but it is difficult not to 
draw that conclusion.” 

Steve Lawrence at Sea 
Containers thinks that’s just an 
old argument The company 


bas invested £2m in port infra- 
structure this decade, he says, 
but was unwilling to go ahead 
with the Car more expensive 
deepening of the port without 
the long-term commitment to 
Newhaven from P&O Stena. 

“As peart owners, we were un- 
able to agree commercial 
terms with P&O Stena," says 
Mr Lawrence. “They were un- 
able to commit to long-term 
agreement. But that is an old 
problem. At the moment, we 
have submitted plans for the 
development of Newhaven’s 
Wfest Quay. As regprds the ferry 
link, we have given commit- 
ment in principle to operate a 
fast ferry link from next Easter 
should P&O pull out If that’s 
not doing something for 
Newhaven, then what is?" 

So it seems that a potentially 
lucrative and popular ferry 
crossing is going begging - or 
will be when and if P&O Stena. 
as expected, pulls out of the 
route. If the EU suspends 
July’s abolition of duty free, j 
there will be added incentive for 
an independent operator to 
enter the fray- Newhaven is the 
closest passenger port to 
France from London, and tike- 
wise Dieppe is the closest port 
to Paris. Sitting in his stylish 


post-modernist office in 
Dieppe, the town’s Co mmunist 
mayor, Christian Cuvfllez, is 
adamant about the French 
commitment to the crossing. 

“We will not let the line die,” 
he says firmly. The port is 
already preparing a stop-gap 
freight-only service should 
P&O Stena pull out He is scep- 
tical about the feny company’s 
losses, cl a i m ing that about £3m 
of the £8m deficit is due to P&O 

Stena diverting freight traffic to 
its Dover-Calais crossing. 

The investment that has 
been pumped into the French 
side of the crossing dwarves 
anything in East Sussex. 
Dieppe has borrowed heavity to 
dredge an outer port (to berth 
the new generation of super- 
femes) and to build a state-of- 
the-art feny terminal. The 
regional council for Upper 
Normandy has also upgraded 
tiie main road between Dieppe 


and Rouen so that it is virtually 
now a motorway. A severing of 
the cross-C hannel link, with 
E ngla nd would put in jeopardy 
the last plank in this alternativ e 
London-Paris route - an 
upgrading of the Dieppe-Rouen 
railway that could link the port 
with France’s TGV network. 

Monsieur Cuvfllez and a 70- 


lobbyiog Glenda Jackson, the 
Transport Minister Their feny 
from Dieppe left at 3.45am and 
was an hour late rinefcfng — 
symptoms of a run-down ser- 
vice that is putting more and . 
more people off the route. 

. despite problems with 
the boats, despite poor time- 
keeping,'’ says Norman Baker; 
MP for Lewes, “700,000 pas- 
sengers were carried last year 
They used the line in spite of 
P&O Stena, rather Minn 
because of it” 
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Little appears to have changed in the Black Mountains - although the cows arc now bar-coded and free-range chickens have disappeared under a pile of regulations 

The secret home of the herm 


Britain on View 


8 


The Black Mountains, between Wales and England, are home to wild legends and spectacular scenery. By Natasha Edwards 


I 


t is a strange experience re- 
turning as a visitor to the 
place where you grew up. 
Suddenly you get a new per- 
spective on it what it has to 
offer, and on its secrets. 
•^Home is border country: a tiny sec- 
"^tion of the Black Mountains, the 
border between Gwent and Powys 
(our river ) and, further east, between 
Wales and England (Offa's Dyke), 
but rather than resembling one or 
othec this is an area that is just as 
distinctively itself. 

Our riveq the Grwyne Fhwr (big), 
to distinguish it from the Grwyne 
Ftechan (tittle) - woe betide anyone 
who dares call it a stream - provides 
the constant sound of rushing water 
When we were children we would 
spend hours playing Pooh Sticks on 
: ^he bridge, constructing stone dams 
and building twig rafts, all combined 
with an enormous amount of Ming 
in, but it’s not just nostalgia that still 
makes me want to stay. When Tm 
here my periphery is willingly lim- 
ited to a tiny sphere where 1 know 
every tree, every rickety gate and 
every boulder 

There are two conventional 
tourist sights that merit inclusion in 
any guidebook: in the next valley the 
ruins of Llanthony Abbey complete 


with convenient pub in the old cel- 
lars (Kilvert complained when he 
walked here one dery and ran into two 
tourists; now you may well find a 
coachload), and, closer to home 
and more private, Patricio church. 
We're proud to have our own private 
saint, too: none of your famous bib- 
lical numbers, but the obscure local 
martyr Merthyr Issui, fay whose 
name the church has come out as 
Patrishow, or Patricio. Issui was a 
hermit who was murdered by an un- 


are an ancient font, two stone altars 
and a finely carved rood screen, 
complete with oak leaves and 
dragons at each end. all of which 
should have disappeared with the 
Reformation, only this church was 
too remote for anyone to bother. 
There are memorial tablets with 
jolly, trumpet-playing angels and 
frescoes on the wall. As well as the 
royal coat of arms (compulsory 
after the Restoration) and the 10 
Commandments, my favourite is 


ing with a picnic and with perilous 
stepping-stones across the stream 
to the sheep dip, the final chal- 
lenge; now it is a short evening stroll 
It is a landscape that has been 
worn with time, but this is not so 
much an area steeped in history, as 
one where history, legend and the 
imagination are totally muddled up. 
The Archbishop of Canterbury 
crossed our bridge preaching the 
First Crusade, while the romanti- 
cally named Coed Dias (field of 


This is not so much an area steeped in history, as one where history, 
legend and the imagination are totally muddled up 
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grateful traveller to whom he had 
given shelter. A subsequent pilgrim 
was healed by the waters in the little 
stream and left a erode of gold to 
build the church. 

The story surely changes each 
time in the telling, but the church, 
perched on a mountainside, is a gem. 
It’s sometimes lost in the clouds, al- 
though a stone bench along one out- 
side wall and a outdoor pulpit testify 
to optimistic days when the service 
was occasionally held outside Inside 


the doom figure - a far from fright- 
ening, barrel ribbed skeleton rep- 
resenting Time, holding an 
hourglass and a spade in one hand, 
a dagger in the other. 

Above the church, the lane goes 
through a funnel of dry-stone wall to 
become open mountain and a 
favourite walk. Bracken, heather, 
gorse, mountain ash and wily moun- 
tain sheep - onty the scale has 
changed. When I was a child, this 
would seem like a marathon, start- 


blood) and the Stone of Vengeance 
(another favourite picnic spot) tes- 
tify’ to the site where rival tribes 
wrought terrible vengeance after a 
dinner party turned into a massacre. 
Who can remember whether that 
battle really' took place, whether the 
Cwmyoy landslide happened at the 
moment of the crucifixion, or where 
the Devil put his footstep? All are 
equally believable. 

Not that the area has remained 
unchanged The cows are now bar- 


coded, free-range chickens have 
disappeared under a pQe of regul- 
ations, and the farmers are getting 
older. Iburism seems to have be- 
come more organised, too, although 
whether it’s protection of the envi- 
ronment or mollycoddling of the vis- 
itor is hard to telL The last few 
metres of the Sugar Loaf, once a 
rocky scramble, are now crowned by 
steps. The walkthrough the marshy 
alder wood in the cwm - a myster- 
ious valley full of rare, dank plants 
which was previously so wet and 
boggy that only my brother and I 
would go there -is now neatly duck- 
boarded and waymarked; the 
spedes are indicated, and you could 
walk there in sandals. 

Happily no one has yet found the 
hermit’s shack half-way up the hilL 
A mysterious ramshackle ruin with 
bits of pointed arch, the remnants 
of a spiral staircase in odd bits of 
wood and concrete and a wobbling 
plank bridge across the stream de- 
signed to keep all but the determined 
out, it was the home, so we were told, 
of a tailor from Gloucester who 
went there to escape the nuclear 
bomb. The threat may be gone, but 
I can understand why this was the 
one place in the world where he 
chose to seek refuge. 



The ruins of Llanthony Abbey 


David Hunter 



Where you absorb the 
essence of time and 



From watermill to Victorian cottage, at the Weald and Downland open-air museum in 
Sussex you mooch your way through four centuries of rural life. By Donald Hsscoek 


The Weald and Downland Museum - history re-sited 


Donald Hiscock 


SOMETIMES YOU get faintly photo- 
copied pieces of paper passed round 
an office that list spoof courses. I 
thought I had found the rural equiv- 
alent when I picked up a leaflet at 
the Weald and Downland Open Air 
Museum in West Sussex. I read 
about ‘Heavy Horses: Shaft and Pole 
Wbrk”, “Continuous Hurdle Ftencing" 
and then my eyes strayed to an “In- 
troduction to Charcoal Burning” 
that included the “Webster Retort”. 

Far from being a joke, they are 
some of the courses this innovative 
museum runs throughout the year 
If you're really serious, you can 
enrol for an MSc in Timber Build- 
ing Conservation, in partnership 
with Bournemouth University. But 
we had come for a leisurely mooch 
through the preserved buildings 
re-sited here at Singleton, to the 
north of Chichestec The only course 
we took on a chilly winter day was 
the circuit around the museum site, 
to clamber in and out of its 40 or so 
historic buildings preserved on a 50- 
acre downland setting. 

I didn’t realise that lath and plas- 
ter; tiles, bricks and different types 
of thatch were so interesting, bnt 
starting the visit in an 18th-century 
bam you are given an easy-to-digest 
survey of the type of building ma- 
terials to come. If the children start 
tugging atyour coat to move on, you 
canha\’cawrylaugbafewbml(£n^ 
further on where they get to play 
with bricks. Hying to form a Flem- 


ish Bond kept them absorbed for 
long enough for the parents to sneak 
a chocolate bar and a cup of coffee 
from the Thermos flask. 

Then it's off to the Watermill, 
transported here from Lurgershall, 
to watch grain being ground into 
flour. For lovers of obscure milting 
phraseology, you can learn about 
wallowers, stone nuts and shoes vi- 
brated by a damsel. I was reminded 
of Chaucer, but my wife in turn re- 
minded me that we had promised 
the children they could buy a bag of 
grain each to throw at the dudes on 


On the edge of a duster of build- 
ings, that form a sort of village 
square, there is a pair of adjoining 
Victorian cottages. You enter one of 
them, and the entire place is left bare 
to show you the stages of its con- 
struction. When you walk through 
into next door you are in touch with 
simple life. Fbur furnished rooms 
show you what it must have been like 
to bring up five children in cramped 
conditions. Today, ironically, these 
cottages would be prized and mod- 
ernised as second homes, by those 
escaping the cramped conditions of 


Here you can learn about wallowers, stone 
nuts and shoes vibrated by a damsel 


the millpond. I could have lingered 
longer over this ancient technology. 

You're never quite sure what you 
are going to get when you enter a 
bouse, cottage or Victorian school 
room. What you do not get is a heavy 
dose of history set out on display 
boards - rather you absorb the 
essence of place and time. Some 
buildings have log fires going, and 
unobtrusive volunteers who will an- 
swer questions. Others have record- 
ings ofwhat it was like to be a skilled 
practitioner of some once-important 
craft, and an explanation of the 
tools such tradesmen used. 


late 20th century city dwelling. 

When you think you are tired of 
the minutiae of domestic architec- 
ture, Bayieaf Farmstead with its 
loth-century Wfealden house and 
adjoining barn and gardens, is the 
place to visit Here wallow large, 
gold-coloured pigs, friendly chickens 
and passing shire horses pulling hay 
carts. Inside the house, in the family 
bedroom, the children discovered 
the en suite garderobe. 

In one of the barns was probably 
the hi g hli g ht of the visit for my 
younger son. An exhibition on lead 
work and plumbing featured a 


Thomas Crapper flushing toilet Not 
for him the fascination of a charcoal 
burner’s kiln, or the memory of 
seeing a treadwheel for raising 
water. What got him giggling, and 
still does, is the mention of that fa- 
mous Victorian plumber 

The museum is still growing. 
The latest addition is the late 16th- 
century Poplar Cottage, which you 
can see being restored in a workshop 
on the site. A recent £1ra grant from 
the Heritage Lottery Fund has taken 
the museum a stage closer to the re- 
alisation of its ambitious project to 
build a conservation centre and 
shop. The wooden structure will be 
the largest of its kind in Britain. 

It was dusk when we left the mu- 
seum. We had spent almost four 
hours treading merrily through four 
centuries of soda! and architectural 
history. And, by the way, did you re- 
alise that the gearing ratio between 
the watershaft and the mainshaft In 
the Mill is roughly 1:3? Not many 
people know that. 

The Weald and Downland Museum 
(01243 811348) is situated just off the 
A286 Chichester to Midhurst road 
at Singleton, W^st Sussex. Buses to 
Chichester, Bognor Regis and other 
towns stop at the entrance. Winter 
opening: to 28 February. Weds, Sat 
and Sun only, I0.30am-4pm. Rest of 
die pear 1 0.30am-6pm daily, ,‘lduils 
£520, children £2.50 (under-fives 
free). Family ticket (2+2) £ 14 
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New Films 


The independent recommends 


THE PRINCE OF EGYPT (U) 

Director Brenda Chapman, Simon Weils, 
Steve Hickner 

Voiced by: Val Kilmer, Ralph Fiennes and 
Michelle Pfeiffer 


his cartoon Life of Moses “painted by Claude 
Monet and photographed by David Lean”. The 
end result merely winds up as The Ten 
CcnnmaiidmentsbyvrayotJosephandhia Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat 


the three best films 


THE THREE BEST PLAYS 


DreamWorks honcho Jeffrey Katzenberg envisaged Countrywide 


General release 




Antz(PG) 

Computer-animated comedy {left) 
voiced by a stellar cast stars Woody 
Allen as a worker ant who becomes 
an unlikely opponent of the colony's 
totalitarian regime. Good fun, and 
Allen's best work in a while. 


Hindle Wakes 

Royal Exchange, Manchester 
Spectacularly refurbished after the 
1996 bombing, this theatre bounces 
back in fine resilient form with the 
excellent production which had to be 
aborted then. To 9 Jan 




ANTZ (PG) 

See The Independent Recommends, right. 


BABE: PIG IN THE CITY fU* 

The follow-up to Babe tosses the hapless “sheep-pig” 
into the midst of the city where he becomes the 
unlikely saviour of a bunch of assorted waifs. 
Knockabout comedy is kept to a minimum in favour 
of a bleak anima Ironic fairytale. 


THE EXORCIST (2STH ANNIVERSARY 
RERELEASE) (18) 

The Exorcist is a creature conditioned by rumour and 
hearsay. Pull it into the light, though, and Frietflrin’s 
seminal horror is stiU efficiently terrifying. 


Slums of Beverly Hills (1 5) 

Tamara Jenkins' feature d£but is a 
modest but winning rites-of-passage 
movie about a family coping with 
poverty in Los Angeles's richest 
suburb. Alan Arldn gives an acting 
masterclass as the dad. 


THE BOYS (18) 

Out of jail after serving a sentence for GBH. oldest 
“boy’’ Brett Sprague (David Wenham) moves back 
into bis mum’s drab suburban home, terrorises his 
girlfriend and turns his younger brothers into petty 
henchmen. The Boys spotlights the down-side of life 
Down Under - it's potent, predatory stuff. 


FEAR AND LOATHING IN LAS VEGAS (18) 
Tarry Gilliam’s adaptation tilts at Ralph Steadman 
cartoonery for its tale of a drug-fuelled journalistic 
a ssig nment The film soon descends into a carnival of 
narcotic lunacy and the one stand-out is Johnny Depp 
- who brings Hunter S Thompson into bald-headed, 
pigeon-toed life. 


Ronin ( 1 5) 

John F ranice nheimer's action thriller 
is buttressed by a fine international cast (including Robert De Niro, Jean 
Reno, S tell an Skarsgard). moody French locations and a clutch of 
supercharged car chases. 


Martin Guerre 

West Yorkshire Playhouse, 
Leeds 

It's third time lucky for this much 
rewritten BoubhUSchonberg musical. 
In Coosdl Morrison’s starkly involving 
production (right), it finally emerges as 
a tighter, magnificent show. To 13 Feb 
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The Boy Who Fell Into a Book 

Stephen Joseph Theatre, Scarborough 

Typically winy and ingenious concept from Alan Ayckbourn - here wearing 
his children's dramatist hat. To 9 Jan 


ANTHONY QUINN 


Paul Taylor 


DANCING AT LUGHNASA (PG) 

Less a dance, more ofa trudge, Pat O’Connor's Ireland- 
set saga pinpoints the ebb and Sow of an eccentric 
Catholic family in deepest Donegal. What gives it 
backbone is Meryl Streep’s regal performance as the 
brood's eldest sister; plus the ever-watcbable Michael 
Gambon as the homecoming brother: Kathy Burke, 
Catherine McCormack and Brid Br ennan also feature. 


IF ONLY (15) 

Mix Twelve Monkeys with Four Weddings and a 
Funeral and you’d get Maria Ripoll's dreadful 
An gl o-Spanish comedy about a dumped boyfriend who 
is transported back in time. 


IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE OJ) 

A freshly restored print of Frank Capra's classic means 
audiences have a rare chance to appreciate the film's 
fine black-and-white photography on the big screen. 


THE MASK OF ZORRO (PG) 

This gaudy swashbuckler gallops fan-speed through 
19th-century California in the company of Antonio 
Banderas's authentically Hispanic do-gooder. A 
bite-sized history lesson on West Coast politics 
struggles amid a lot of colourful duels and clattering 
set-pieces. 


THE NEGOTIATOR (15) 

Samuel L Jackson and Kevin Spaceygo head to head 
in Gray’s thriffing drama. The script has a predilection 
for lunk-headed swearing that sounds uneasy in the 
mouths of such articulate, rhetorical performers. 


DEAD MAN’S CURVE(15> 

All the students at writer-director Dan Rosen’s 
nameless American college are trying to 
butcher each other, led into temptation by 
an obscure regulation which awards straigbt-A 
grades to room mates of suicides. Though not as 
deliciously nasty as the Scream films, Dead Man’s 
Curve delivers a respectable quota of shocks. 


THE LAST DAYS OF DISCO (15) 

In the fictional dub at the centre of Whit Stillman’s 
slightly sad comedy, everything sparkles - under the 
light from the giitterbaH the dancers are united in 
their absent-minded beauty. Stillman does a fine job 
of capturing the mixture of flab; invigo ration and 
uncertainty by which any burgeoning trend is 
characterised and it's refreshing to find a work that 
is this enchanting and intelligent 


LES M1SERABLES (12) 

Bille August turns Victor Hugo's enormous 
novel into an enormous film and it’s as traditional as 
literary adaptations come these days. It’s earnest, 
deferential and almost humourless. 


OUT OF SIGHT do) 

George Clooney plays the law-breaking hero as a 
down-and-cfirty version of Cary Grant and turns in 
the best performance of his career so foe He is a 
grown-up film star when most of Hollywood’s male 
leads don’t look old enough to get served in a pub. 


RONIN (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 


ELIZABETH (151 

Shekhar Kapur's follow-up to Bandit Queen is the 
story of another female figurehead - this time, it’s 
Queen Elizabeth I - struggling to succeed in a 
male world. But Kapur largely neglects the 
opportunities for fun in a story of independence 
triumphing over cruelty:' 


LOCK, STOCK AND TWO SMOKING 
BARRELS (18) 

Lock. Stock and Two Smoking Barrels’ defining 
characteristic is its resilient morality. The picture is 
peopled by thugs, both amateur and professional. 
Young Edify fells into the former category, but 
Hatchet Harry, to whom he owes £500,000, is a 
dangerous old-school pro. 


MULAN (ID 

Disney’s animated feature has a pro-active heroine ; 
a strong fa tber/da lighter relationship; honour and 
nobility; and, of course, cross-dressing. It’s also one of 
the most visually innovative movies that Disney has 
ever made 


THE PARENT TRAP (PG) 

The Parent Trap catches Disney cannibalising its 
own back catalogue; re-heating its 1961 Hayiey MUls 
heart- warmer into a spry, cross-cultural caper 
starring Lindsay Lohan as the separated-at-birtb 
twin sisters who are determined to get their parents 
back together 


MY NAME IS JOE (15) 

Ken Loach’s solid social-realist drama tells the tale of 
Joe (Peter Mullan), a recovering alcoholic. My Name 
uJoebriDiantfyspatiighfothegnqnnghopesandtiro'art- 
ed ambitions of Britain caught below the poverty fine. 


THE PHILADELPHIA STORY (U) 

Sublime cinema. It’s a romantic comedy but there’s 
nothing trivial about it George Cukor's movie has a 
strange and melancholy heart and Katharine 
Hepburn's unsatisfied heiress sheds real tears. 


SLUMS OF BEVERLY HILLS (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 


Cinema 


COUNTRYWIDE 


DUNDEE 

ABC (01 382-226665); Fear and Loathing 
in Las Vegas (18); The Prince of Egypt 
(U): Babe: Pig in the City (U); Antz (PG) 


ABERDEEN 

ODEON (03705-050007): The Parent 
Trap (PG): Babe: Pig in the City (U): The 
Prince of Egypt (U): Rush Hour (1 Si: En- 
emy of the State (15); Ann (PG): Out 
of Sight (1 5): The Mask of Zorro |PG| 


ODEON (08705-050007); The Mask of 
Zorro (PG): Enemy of the State (1 5): The 
Prince oF Egypt (U): Small Soldiers (PG): 
The Parent Trap (PG); The Negotiator 
(15); Rush Hour (1 5); Out of Sight (1 5): 
Babe: Pig in the City (U): Blade (18); 
Mulan (U): Antz (PG) 


VIRGIN FORGE RARKHEAD (0541- 
5551 36) ; The Parent Hap (PG): The Mask 
of Zorro (PG); 5mall Soldiers (PG); My 
Name is Joe (15): Rush Hour (15); The 
Prince of Egypt (U); Mulan (U); Babe: 
Pig in the Gty (U); Enemy of the State 
(15): Antz (PG) 


PLAZA (0151-474 4076); LesMiserables 
(1 2): Firelight (1 5); Babe: Pig in the City 
(U): Enemy of the State (1 5): The Prince 
of Egypt (U): The Parent Trap (PG) 


VIRGIN (0541-202050); Out of Sight 
(15): There’s Something About Mary 
1 1 5); The Prince of Egypt (Uj: Rush Hour 
(15): Mulan (Uj: Enemy of the State (15): 
Blade (18): The Negotiator (15): Babe: 
Pig in the Gty (U): Air Bud (U): The Mask 
of Zorro (PG): The Parent Trap (PG): Tim 
Burton's the Nightmare Before Christ- 
mas |PG): Small Soldiers (PG) 


STEPS THEATRE (01382-434037): 
Apocalypse Now (18); Dr Dolictle (PG) 


EDINBURGH 

ABC FILM CENTRE (0131-228 1638): 
Enemy of the State (1 5); Out of Sight 
(15); Babe; Pig in the City (U): Antz (PG): 
The Parent Trap (TO): The Prince oF 
Egypt (U) 


HULL 

ODEON (08705-050007); Ronin (15): 
Saving Private Ryan (15): The Mask of 
Zorro (TO): Blade (18): Ever After 
(PG); Mulan (U); Small Softfiers (PG); Bar- 
ney's Great Adventure (U): Babe: Pig 
in the City (U): Lock, Stock & Two Smok- 
ing Barrels (18); Les Mise rabies (12); 
The Ferenc Trap (TO); The Prince of 
Egypt (U); Out of Sight (15); Enemy of 
die State (15): The Borrowers (Uj: Antz 
(TO): Dr Dolittle (PG); Rush Hour (15) 


VIRGIN (0541-555146); The Prince of 
Egypt (U); Babe: Pig in the Gty (U); Mu- 
lan (U); Enemy of the State (15); Antz 
(TO); The Parent Trap (PG): Small Sof- 
cflers (TO); ftosh Hour (c of Sight (1 5): The 
Mask of Zorro (TO); The Negotiator (1 5) 


SHEFFIELD 

ODEON (08705-050007): Babe: Pig in 
the Gty (U): Rush Hour (1 5); The Parent 
Trap (PG); Enemy of the State (1 5): 1 01 
Dalmatians (U); Antz (PG1: Ronin (1 5); Mu- 
lan (U); Blade (13J; Elizabeth (1 5): Small 
Soldiers (PG); Out of Sight (15): Lock. 
Stock & Two 5moking Barrels (18): The 
Prince of Egypt (U): The Truman Show 
(TO); The Mask of Zorro (TO) 


WOOUON PICTURE HOU5E (0151-428 
1919): The Prince of Egypt (U) 


BIRMINGHAM 

MAC (0121 -440 3838): Mulan (U): The 
Last Days of Disco (15); Ever After (PG): 
There’s Something About Mary (15) 


ODEON (08705-050007): Dr DoUttle 
|PG|; Enemy of the State (15): Theftir- 
ent Trap (TO); Ronin (1 5); The Prince 
of Egypt (U); The Exorcist (25th An- 
niversary Rerelease) (18): Mulan (U): Out 
of Sight ( 1 5); Babe: Pig in the City (II): 
Godzilla (PG); Small Soldiers (PG): The 
Mask of Zorro (PG): Antz (TO); Rush 
Hour (15): Blade (18): The Negotiator 
l»5) 


ABC WESTER HAILES (0131-442 2200): 
Rush Hour (15): Ronin (15); The Mup- 
pet Christmas Carol (U); The Negotia- 
tor (15): Small Soldiers (PG): Blade (T8): 
The Mask of Zorro (TO): Antz (TO): The 
Parent Trap (PG); Mulan (U): Enemy of 
the State (15); Out of Sight (15): 
Babe: Pig in the City (U): The Prince of 
Egypt 1U> 


UCI 8 ST ANDREWS QUAY (0990 
888990); Mulan (U); The Prince of Egypt 
(U); Blade (18): Out of Sight (15); 
Babe: Pig in the Oty (U); The Parent Trap 
(TO): The Mask of Zorro (PG); Antz (TO); 
DoB Sajake Raktma (NQ: Rush Hour (15); 
The Negotiator (1 5); Elizabeth (1 5); En- 
emy of the Slate (1 5); SmaB Soidters (PG); 
MBradeon 34th Street (1994 Version) (U) 


MANCHESTER 

ARENA SEVEN CINEMAS (0161-839 
0700); Antz (TO); Rush Hour (1 5); The 
Mask of Zorro (PG): The Prince of Egypt 
(U); Blade (18): Babe: Pig m the Gty 
(U); The Parent Trap (PG); Small Soldiers 
(PG): Lock, Stock & TVvo Smoking 
Barrels (18): Fear and Loathing in Las 
Vegas (18); Mulan (U) 


Ua CRYSTAL PEAKS 10 (0990-838990); 
There's Something About Mary (15); 
Antz (TO): Blade (18); Mendhi (TO): Mu- 
lan (U): Enemy of the State (15); The 
Exorcist (2 5th Anniversary Rerelease) (18): 
Jingle All the Way (TO); Dr Dolittle (TO): 
Saving Private Ryan (15): Babe: Pig hi 
the Gty (UJ; The Parent Trap (TO): The 
Mask of Zorro (PG): Rush Hour (1 5): The 
Negotiator (15); Small Soldiers (PG): The 
Prince of Egypt (U): Out of Sight (15) 


WREXHAM 

ODEON (C8705-Q50007); Barney's 
Great Adventure (U): Out of Sight (15): 
Small Soldiers (PG): Good Burger (TO): 
Blade (18): The Parent Trap (TO): 
PauBe (U); Dr DoHtde (TO); Godzilla (PG); 
Rush Hour (1 5): Enemy of the State (1 5); 
The Prince of Egypt (U): MouseHunt 
(PG): The Magic Sword: Quest for 
Cam clot (U); Babe: Pig in the Gty (U): 
The Mask of Zorro (TO): The Land Girls 
( 12 ) 


YORK 

YORK OTY SCREEN (01904-612940): 
Farinelli (1 5): A Soldier's Daughter Nev- 
er Cries (15); Sixth Happiness (NQ 


QNEGTY (0161 -445 81 81): Enemy of the 
State (1 5): Out of Sight (15); The Ftorent 
hap (PG): Jhoole Bede Kauwa Kaace (NQ: 
Antz (PG): The Mask of Zorro (PG) 


ARCADIAN CENTRE VIRGIN (0541- 
555 1 77) : Enemy of the State (15): Rush 
Hour (15); Mulan (Uj, The Prince of Egypt 
|U): Small Soldiers (TO); Ronin (15); Out 
of Sight (15); The Parent hap (PG); Blade 
(18): The Mask of Zorro (TO); The Ne- 
gotiator (15); Flubber (U) 


CAMEO (0131-228 4141); The Big 
Lebowski (1 8): The Truman Show (TO); 
Rush Hour (15): The Philadelphia Sto- 
ry (U): La Vie Revte des Anges (18): 
Lock. Stock & HMD Smoking Barrels (1 8); 
The Soldier (Asian Film) (NQ: My Name 
Is Joe (15): The Boys (18): It’s a Won- 
derful Life (U): II Postino (15); 
Elizabeth (15) 


INVERNESS 

EDEN COURT THEATRE (01463- 
234274): Cube (15): Mulan (U); Eliza- 
beth (15): Cube (15) 


CALEDONIAN CINEMAS (01463- 
233302); Enemy oF the State (1 5); The 
Prince or Egypt (U): Dr Dolicde (TO): 
Babe: Pig In the Gty (U): Elizabeth 1 1 5); 
The Santa Cause (U); Antz (PG) 


ODEON (08705-050007): Rush Hour (15); 
Blade (18); The Parent hap (PG): The 
Prince of Egypt (U): The Negotiator (15); 
Antz (PG); The Exorcist (25th Anniversary 
Reretease) ( 1 8); Enemy of the State (1 5); 
Mulan (U): Out of Sight (15); Babe: Pig 
in the Gty (U): The Mask of Zorro (PG) 


DOMINION (0131 -447 4771): The Par- 
ent Trap (PG): Elizabeth (15): The 
Mask of Zorro (TO); Babe: Pig in the 
City (U): Antz (TO) 


GREAT PARK VIRGIN (0121-4530465); 
The Truman Show (TO): Godzilla (PG); 
Antz (TO): The Negotiator (15): Small 
Soldiers (PG): Good Burger (PG): Ronin 
(15); The Mask oF Zorro (TO): Lock. 
Stock & Two Smoking Barrels (18); 
Fairytale: A True Story (U); The Prince 
of Egypt (U); Tim Burton's the Night- 
mare Before Christmas (TO); Anasta- 
sia (U); Out of Sight (15): Saving 
Private Ryan (15): Rush Hour (15); Blade 
(18): Enemy of the State (15): Babe: Pig 
in the City (U); Home Alone 3 (PG); Mu- 
lan (U): The Parent Trap (PG) 


ODEON (08705-050007); The Parent 
Trap (TO); The Magic Sword: Quest For 
Camelot (U); The Prince of Egypt (U); 
Antz (TO); Grease (20th Anniversary Edi- 
tion) (PG): The Negotiator (15); The 
Mask of Zorro (PG); Rush Hour (15); Mu- 
lan (U); Out or Sight (15); Babe: Pig in 
the City (U); Mr Magoo (TO); Enemy of 
the State (15) 


WARNER VILLAGE (01463-711147); 
Mulan (U): The Parent Trap (TO): Ene- 
my of the State (15); The Prince or 
Egypt (U): Rush Hour (15); Antz (TO); 
The Santa Clause (U): The Mask of Zor- 
ro (PG); Small Soldiers (TO): Babe: Pig 
in die Gty (U): Blade (13); The Horse 
Whisperer (PG) 


BOLTON 

VIRGIN MEGAPLEX (0870-907 0714): 
Rush Hour (15): Small Soldiers (TO); 
Jhoole Bole Kauwa Kaate (NQ: Pardeshi 
Babu (NQ: Lock. Stock & Two Smoking 
Barrels (18); Out of Sight { 1 5); The Par- 
ent Trap (PG); The Negotiator (1 5): Babe: 
Pig in die City (U); The Prince of Egypt 
(U): Blade (18); Mulan (U): Antz (PG); En- 
emy or the State (1 5); The Mask of Zor- 
ro (PG): Ronin (15) 


UO (0990-888990); The Exorcist (25th 
Anniversary Rerelease) (18): Ah- Bud (U); 
The Mask of Zorro (PG); Rush Hour ( 1 5); 
Saving Private Ryan (15): Blade (18); 
Ronin (1 5); The Parent Thap (PG): Small 
Soldiers (TO); Antz (PG); The Negotia- 
tor ( 1 5); Jhoole Bole Kauwa Kaate (NQ: 
There's Something About Mary (1 5); Out 
of Sight (15): The Prince of Egypt (U): 
Babe: Pig in the Gty (U): Mulan (U): 
Lock. Stock & Two Smoking Barrels (IB); 
Enemy of die State (15) 


LEEDS 

ABC (0113-245 2665): The Prince of 
Egypt (U); Babe: Pig in the Gty (U): 
Small Soldiers (TO); Lock, Stock & Two 
Smoking Barrels (1 8): Out of Sight (15); 
Antz (TO) 


UO TRAFFORO CENTRE (0870-603 
4567): Out of Sight (T5); Ulfajood (PG): 
The Adventures oT Robin Hood (U); Lock, 
Stock & TWo Smoking Barrels (1 8); En- 
emy of the State (15): The Mask of Zor- 
ro (TO): Small Soldiers (PG): Mulan (U); 
Kudrat (NQ; Jhoole Bole Kauwa Kaate 
(NQ: Snake Eyes (15): Rush Hour (15): 
Antz (PG): Babe: Pig in the Oty (UJ: Sav- 
ing Private Ryan (1 5): There's Something 
About Mary (1 5); The Exorcist (25th An- 
niversary Rerefease) (18): Elizabeth |1 5); 
The Negotiator (1 5); Blade (18); The Par- 
ent Trap (PG): The Prince of Egypt (U): 
Kuch Kuch Hota Hal (TO); Ronin (15): 
Dil To Pagal Hai (PG) 


VIRGIN (Dorn Valley) (0114-242 1237): 
The Truman Show (PG): Saving Private 
Ryan (15); Mehndl (PG): Lock, Stock & 
Two Smoking Barrels (18); Blade (18); 
Ronin (15); The Mask of Zorro (TO): 
There's Something About Mary (15): Out 
of Sight (1 5); Small Soldiers (TO): The 
Negotiator (1 5); The Prince of Egypt (U): 
Babe: Pig In the Gty (U): The Exorcist 
(25th Anniversary Rerelease) (18): Dead 
Man's Curve (1 5): The Parent Trap (TO); 
Tim Burton's The Nightmare Before 
Christmas (PG); Enemy of tile Slate (1 5): 
Antz (TO); The Land Girls (12): Playing 
God (18); Mulan (U): Rush Hour (15) 


ODEON (08705-050007); Miracle on 
34 th Street (1994 Version) (U): Rush 
Hour ( 1 5): The Prince oF Egypt (U): Babe: 
Pig in the Gty (U): Enemy of the State 
(1 5): The Mask oF Zorro (PG): Antz (TO): 
The Parent TVap (TO) 


GLASGOW 

FILM THEATRE (0141-332 8128) CWt- 
ty Chltty Bang Bang (UJ Sat-Mon 2pm 
It's a Wonderful Life (U) Sat. Sun 3pm, 
6pm; also Mon 2.15pm. Tue2.15pm. 6pm. 
Wed, Thur 1 .30pm, 7.1 5pm Henry Fool 
(18) Sat-Mon 5pm, 8pm; also Tue 2pm. 
5pm. 3pm, Wed, Thur 1pm. 4pm. 7pm 
Dancing at Lughnasa (PG) Sat-Tue 
8.45pm: also Wed, Thur 5pm The Wick- 
er Mian (18) Mon 5.45pm 


GRIMSBY 

SCREEN (01472-323333) Miracle on 34th 
Street (1994 Version) (U) Sat 2pm 
There’s Something About Mary (15) Sat 
7.30pm Ever After (PG) Mon-Wed 7.30pm 


WARNER VILLAGE (01904-691094): 
The Mask or Zorro (PG): It’s a Wonderful 
Life (U); Rush Hour (15): The Prince of 
Egypt (U): Babe: Pig in Che Gty (U); 
Ronin (15): Mulan (U): The Parent Trap 
(PG): Antz (TO); Out of Sight (15): Lock. 
Stock & Two Smoking Barrels (18): Eliz- 
abeth (15); The Santa Clause (U): Small 
Soldiers (TO) 


LANCASTER 

THE DUKES PLAYHOUSE (01524- 
66645) Lock, Stock & Two Smoking Bar- 
rels (1 8) Sun 8pm: also Mon 6.1 5pm The, 


WARNER VILLAGE (0114-256 9222); 
Small Soldiens (TO); Blade (18): Antz 
(TO); Babe: Pig In die Gty (U); The Par- 
ent Trap (TO): Enemy of the State (15); 
The Negotiator (1 5): The Prince of Egypt 
(U); Rush Hour (15): Out oF Sight (1 5): 
The Santa Clause (U): The Mask of Zor- 
ro (TO); Mulan (U) 


CINEMA 

REPERTORY 


BELFAST 

QUEEN'S FILM THEATRE (01232- 
244857) Kuch Kuch Hota Hai (PG) Sat 
7pm: also Sun 3.30pm, 7pm 


LEICESTER 

PHOENIX ARTS (0116-255 4854) 
Tindn And the Mystery of Shark Island 
(NQ Sat 2.30pm Scrooge (NQ Sac 6pm 
There's Something About Mary (15) Sat 
8.30pm The X-Fnles (15) Tue 6.05pm: 
also Wed 8.30pm Majorettes In Space: 
Five Gay Tales from France (18) Tue 
8.45pm: also Wed 6.05pm 


STOKE-ON-TRENT 
ABC (01732-212320): The Prince of 
Egypt (UJ: The Parent Trap (TO): Antz 
(PG): Babe: Pig In the City (U); Enemy 
of die State (15): Rush Hour (15) 


HYDE PARK (0113-275 2045): My Name 
is Joe (15): it's a Wonderful Life (U) 


ODEON (08705-050007); Babe: Pig In 
the aty (U); The Mask of Zorro (PG); 
Rush Hour (15): Enemy of the State (15); 
The Prince of Egypt (U) 


NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
ODEON (08705-050007); Out of Sight 
(1 5): Rush Hour (1 5): Enemy of the State 
(15): The Parent Trap (TO); The Mask 
of Zorro (PG) : Babe: Pig In die Gty (UJ: 
The Prince of Egypt (U) 


FILM THEATRE (01782-411188); The 
Governess (15) 


WARNER VILLAGE (01204-669988); 
The Mask of Zorro (PG): Kudrat (NQ; Lock, 
Stock & Two Smoking Barrels (1 B): The 
Prince oF Egypt (U): Wade (18): Babe: Pig 
in the Gty (U): Small Soldiers (PG); Mu- 
lan (U): Rush Hour (15); The Negotiator 
(1 51: The Parent Trap (PG): Enemy of the 
State (15): The Santa Clause (U); Out of 
Sight (15); Antz (PG) 


GLASGOW 

ABC CLARKSTON ROAD (0141-637 
2641): Enemy oF the State (15): Antz 
(PG); The Parent Trap (TO): Babe: Pig 
In the City (U); Rush Hour (15): The 
Prince of Egypt (U) 


WARNER VILLAGE (0113-279 9855): 
Lock. Stock Si Two Smoking Barrels (1 8) : 
The Prince of Egypt (UJ: Antz (TO): Mu- 
lan (U): The Mask of Zorro (PG); Out of 
Sight (15): Small Sok&ers (PG): Rush Hour 
(1 5): The Parent Tap (PG); Enemy of the 
State (15); Fear and Loathing in Las Ve- 
gas (18); The Negotiator (1 5); Babe: Pig 
in the Oty{U): The 5anta Clause (UJ; Blade 
(18): Velvet Goldmine (18): Ronin (15) 


WARNER VILLAGE (0191-2210222): 
The Santa Clause (U); Antz (TO): The 
Prince of Egypt (UJ: Enemy of the State 
(1 5); Rush Hour (1 5): Air Bud (UJ: Mu- 
lan (U): Small Soldiers (TO): Babe: Pig 
In the Oty (U); Blade (18); Out of Sight 
(1 S): The Mask of Zorro (PG): The Par- 
ent TTap (TO): Ronin (15) 


ODEON (08705-050007); Ana (TO): 
Small Soldiers (PG); There’s Something 
About Mary (15); Rush Hour (15); 
Ronin (1 5): Enemy of the State (1 5); Mu- 
lan (U); Blade (18); Babe: Pig in the Gty 
(U); Out of Sight (1 5): The Prince of 
Egypt (U); The Parent Trap (TO); The 
Mask of Zorro (PG) 


BRADFORD 

NMPFT (PICTUREVILLE) (01274- 
732277) Mulan (U) Sat 11 am Dr Zhiva- 
go (PG) Sat 2pm On Connait la 
Chanson (PG) Sar 5.45pm; also Sun 5pm. 
Mon 2.45pm, Tue 4.30pm. Wed 7.30pm 
Divorcing Jack (15) Sat 8.15pm Way Out 
Utest & The Music Box (UJ Sun 3.1 5pm: 
also Mon 1pm The Bollywood Movie 
(NC) Sun 7.30pm Roald Dahl's 
Matilda (PG) Tue 2.30pm; also Wed 1pm 
Titanic (12) Wed 3pm 


LIVERPOOL 

THE PHILHARMONIC HALL (0151-709 
3789) Fame (U) Thur 2pm High Soci- 
ety (U) Thur 7.30pm 
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PLAYING GOD (18) 

Cracker director Andy 'Wilson suffers a lesson in 
Holfywood politics with tins glossy but garbled tiiriller 
about a junkie doctor (David Duchcrvpy) embroiled with 
a gang of counterfeiters headed by Tim Hutton. 
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ROUNDERS (151 

John Dahl's poker-dub thriller is act agreat comeback 
forthe (firector of TTieLast Seduction, but itis certainty 
an improvement on his last film, the eminently 
forgettable Uvjbrgettable. But its main problem is 
the weak hand dealt by Dahl’s golden boy star, Matt 
Damon, who is out aded by almost everyone else in 
the movie. 
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RUSH HOUR (15) 

Jackie Chan and Chris Dicker star in this hit-and- 
miss affair which con tinues the Ameri canisation of 
the Hang Sang action icon, marrying him with an LA 
backdrop and a wisecracking black comic 
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THE LUIVUERE (0131-247 4219) Shal- 
low Grave (18) Sat 5.30pm TVainspot- 
ting (18) Sat 8.30pm Paws (PG) Sun 
12.30pm 101 Dalmatians (U) Sun 3pm 
An American in Paris (U) Sun 5.30pm 
A Life Less Ordinary (1 5) 5un 8.30pm 
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1 1 of jun opm. tuso Mon o. I Dpm im*. 
Land Girls (12) Mon 8.30pm; also Tim : 
6.15pm Mrs Brown (PG) Tue 8.30pnr 
Brassed Off (15) Wed 6.15pm + The Full 
Monty 8.30pm 


NOTTINGHAM 

ABC (01 1 5-947 5260); Out of Sight (15); 
The Prince of Egypt (U); Small Soldiers 
(TO); Ana (PG): Babe: Mg in the aty (U): 
Elizabeth (15) 


TELFORD 

UO 10 (0990-888990): Babe: Pig In the 
Oty (U); Elizabeth (1 5); Mulan (UJ: Ana 
(PG); There's Something About Mary 
(1 5); The Parent T-ap [PG]; Jingle All the 
way (TO); Doe Sajake Raktma (NQ; Rush 
Hour (15); The Exorcist (25th Anniver- 
sary Rerelease) (1 8); Enemy of the State 
(1 5); The Prince of Egypt (U): Blade ( 1 8): 
Out of Sight (15) 


COVENTRY 

WARWICK ARTS CENTRE (01203- 
524524) Lude Aubrac (12) Sat 4pm. 
9pm The Wings of the Dave (15) Sat 
6. 30pm The Plano (15) Sun 4pm; also 
Mon 9pm Mrs Brown (PG) Sun 7.30pm: 
also Mon 6.30pm The Full Monty (15) 
Tue 6.30pm: also Wed 9pm Regenera- 
tion (15) Tue 9pm; also Wed 6.30pm 


MANCHESTER j 

CORNERHOUSE (0161-2001500) Girls * 
Town (15) Sat 1.55pm. 6.25pm: also Sun 
4.10pm. 8.40pm Elizabeth (15) Sat, Sun. 
Tue. Wed 2.05pm, 5.45pm. 8.20pm; al- 
so i Mot 5.45pm, 8.20pm It’s a Wonderful 
Life (U) Sat. Sun. Tue, Wed 2.10pm. 
3.25pm. 8.05pm; also Mon 5.25pm, 
8.05pm I Want You (18) Sat 4.10pm. 
8.40pm; also Sun 1 ,55pm. 6.25pm. Mon 
6.25pm. 8.40pm. Tue. Wed 1.55pm. 
4.10pm. 6.25pm. 8.40pm 


ABC SAUCHiEHALL ST (0141-332 
1 592); Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas 
(18); Babe: Pig in the Gty (U); SmaH Sol- 
diers (PG); The Prince of Egypt (U); Ana 
(PG); Ronin (15): Out of Sight (15) 


CARLISLE 

LONSDALE GNEMAS (01228-514654): 
Enemy of Che State (15); The Santa 
Oause (U): The Prince of Egypt (U); Amz 
(PG): The Negotiator (1 5); The Parent 
Trap (TO): The Preacher's Wife (U); Mu- 
lan (U): Rush Hour (15); Babe: Pig In 
the Gty (U); The Mask of Zorro (PG): 
Psycho (15) 


THE BOMBAY ONEMA (0141-419 
0722); Wajood (PG) 


CALEDONIAN GROSVENOR (0141-339 
4298): The Prince of Egypt (U); My 
Name is Joe (15): Shallow Grave (18); 
Enemy of the State (15); Babe: Pig In 
the Oty (U): Ever After (PG) 


LEICESTER 

ODEON FREEMENS PARK (08705- 
050007); Out oF Sight (1 5): Saving Pri- 
vate Ryan (15); Ana (PG): Small 
Soldiers (PG): The Human Show (PG): 
Blade (18); Rush Hour (1 5); The Parent 
Hap (PG); Mulan (U): Lost In Space (TO): 
The Negotiator (15); Babe: Pig in the 
Oty (U); Enemy of the State (1 5); Bar- 
ney's Great Adventure (U): Dr DoUttle 
(PG); The Prince of Egypt (U); The Mask 
of Zorro (PG): There's Something About 
Mary (IS); Ronin (15); Godzilla (TO) 


ODEON (0S705-050007): Enemy of the 
State (15): Blade (18): There's Some- 
thing About Mary (15): Rush Hour (1 5); 
Babe: Pig In the City (U): The Mask of 
Zorro (TO): The Parent Trap (TO); The 
Prince of Egypt (U) 


SAVOY (01 1 5-947 5812); The Mask of 
Zorro (PG): The Prince oF Egypt (U); The 
Parent Hap (PG); Enemy of the State 
(1 5); Ana (PG): Babe: Pig In die Gty (U); 
Out of Sight (15); Mulan (U): Rush Hour 
(15) 


WAKEFIELD 

□NEWORLD THE MOVIES (01924- 
332230): The Mask of Zorro (PG): Out 
of Sight (15); Ana (PG); Ronin (15); 
North by Northwest (TO); Rush Hour 
(15): Bad Boy Bubby (18); Small Sol- 
diers (PG); The Santa Oause (U): Kudrat 
(NQ: The Negotiator (15): Dr Dolittle 
(PG): Babe: Wg In the aty (U): There's 
Something About Mary (15): The Prince 
of Egypt (U); The Parent Trap (TO): Mu- 
lan(U): Enemy of the State (15): Wa- 
jood (PG); Blade (1 8); Lost In Space (PG) 


DERBY 

METRO (01332-347765) Victory (15) 
Sat. Tue 6.30pm; also Sun 8.15pm, Mfed 
8.45pm A Soldier's Daughter Never 
Cries (15) Sat 8.45pm; also Sun 6pm Far- 
go (18) Tue 8.45pm: also Wed 6.30pm 


Newcastle upon tyne 

TYNESIDE CINEMA (0191-232 8289) 
U Grande, in uskxi (U) Sat. Mon 3.15pm. 

B.30 p m; also Sun 3.20pm. 8. J5pm, Tue 
3.30pm 8 30pm. Wed 5.45pm It's a 
Wonderful Life (U) Sat, Mon 3.30pm. 
opm; also Sun 5.40pm. Tue 6pm. Wed 
3pm. 8pm Henry Fool (18) Sat-Tue 
5.45pm: also wed 3.15pm. 8.30pm Left 
“Jggage (PG) Sat. Mon. Wed 6pm; also 
sun 1pm, 8 30pm. Tue 3.45pm. 8.40pm 


DUBLIN 

IRISH FILM CENTRE (00 353 1-679 
3477/5744) The Fountainhead (PG) Sat. 
Sun 2.10pm, 6.30pm GoodFellas (18) 
Sac. Sun 3pm Year of the Horse (15) 
Sat. Sun 4.20pm, 8.45pm: also Man-Wed 
2.10pm. 4.20pm, 8.40pm On Connait 
la Chanson (PG) Sac. Sun 6.10pm. 
8.30pm; also Mon-Tue 3pm, 6.10pm, 
8.30pm Blade Runner - The Director's 
Cut (15) Tue. Wed 6.30pm 


NOTTINGHAM 

SSJSSf ^NEMA (01 1 5-952 661 1 ) 
Who Stopped Talking (NC) Sat 
« Uighnasa (PG) Sat. 
815 P m: a*® Mon-Wed 
Bom' I lo Pm R'aracew (15) Sat. Wed 
8 3oJ!,' 30 F m: Sun - Tue 6pm. Mon 

Rock and Ron 
S" 1 |-30pm Hands (aka 
^•ms) (PG) Mon 6pm; also Tue 8.30pm 


CHESTER 

ODEON (01 244-3432 16); Out Of Sight 
(15): Small Soldiers (PG); The Parent 
Trap (TO): Ana (PG): The Mask of Zor- 
ro (PG); Ever After (TO); Enemy of the 
State (15); Rush Hour (15); Fear and 
Loathing In Las Vegas (18); Babe: Pig 
in the City (U); The Prince of Egypt (U) 


ODEON (08705-050007); Enemy of the 
State (15): The Prince of Egypt (U): The 
Parent TTap (PG); Blade (18): Mulan (U): 
The Negotiator (15): Rush Hour (15); 
Babe: Pig in the City (U): Out of Sight 
(15): My Name Is Joe (15); The Mask 
of Zorro (TO): Ana (PG) 


VIRGIN (0541-555 158); Rush Hour (1 5): 
The Mask of Zorro (PG); Miracle on 34th 
Street ( 1 994 Version) (U): The Prince of 
Egypt (U): The Parent Trap (TO): Out of 
Sight (15): Enemy of the State (15); 
Babe: Pig in the City (U): Ana (PG) 


SPRINGFIELD QUAY (08705-050007): 
Babe: Pig in the Oty (U): Elizabeth p 5): 
Blade (18): Mulan (U): Enemy of the 
State (1 5); Rush Hour (15); The Mask 
or Zorro (PG): There's S o met hi ng About 
Mary (15): Out of Sight (15); The Par- 
ent Trap (TO); It’s a Wonderful Life (U); 
Ana (TO); My Name is Joe (15): Sriudl 
Soldiers (TO); The Negotiator ( 1 5): The 
Prince of Egypt (U): Ronin (15) 


WARNER VILLAGE (01 1 6-282 7733); 
Mulan (UJ: The Parent Trap (PG): Small 
Soldiers (TO); The Mask of Zorro (TO); 
Out of Sight (15): Rush Hour ( 1 5): Fear 
and Loathing In Las Vegas (18): The 
Prince of Egypt (U): Babe: Pig in the 
aty (U); The Santa Oause (U): Enemy 
of the Sate (15): Blade (18): Ronin (1 5): 
Ana (TO) 


LIVERPOOL 

ABC ALLERTON (0151-724 3550): 
Babe: Pig in the Oty (U); Rush Hour (1 5) 


ROCHDALE 

ABC (01 70&-7 19933); The Parent Trap 
(PG); The Muppet Christmas Carol (U); 
Enemy of the Sate (15): Ronin (15); 
Rush Hour (15): Dr DoUttle (PG): Ana 
(PG); Babe: Pig in the Oty (U): Mulan 
(U); Out of Sight (15): The Negotiator 
(1 5): Miracle on 34th Street (1994 Ver- 
sion) (U): Small Soldiers (TO); The 
Prince of Egypt (U); It's a Wonderful Life 
(U): The Mask of Zorro (PG); Blade (1 8) 


WIGAN 

VIRGIN (0541-5551 50): The Parent Ttap 
(PG): The Negotiator (1 5): Thn Burton's 
The Nightmare Before Christmas (TO); 
Enemy of the Sate (1 5): Blade (18); The 
Mask of Zorro (TO): Ana (TO): Small 
Soldiers (PG): There’s Something About 
Mary (15); Mulan (U); Out of Sight (15); 
The Prince of Egypt (U): Babe: Pig in 
the aty (U); Rush Hour (15) 


ODEON (08705-050007): Enemy of the 
State (15); The Mask of Zorro (PG); Ana 

(PG): Babe: Pig In the Gty (U); The Prince 
of Egypt (U): The Parent Trap (PG); Renin 
(15): Rush Hour (15) 


SALFORD QUAYS 

VRGM (0541 -5551 57): The Mask of Zor- 
ro (PG): Ana (PG): Rush Hour (15): The 
Muppet Christmas Carol (U); Out of Sight 
( 1 5): Blade ( 1 8): Babe: Pig In the aty (U); 
Mulan (U); Enemy of the Sate (15): The 
Prince of Egypt (U): The Parent Trap (PG) 


WOODHALL SPA 

KINEMA IN THE WOODS (01526- 
352 1 66): Out of Sight (1 5); The Prince 
of Egypt (U): Babe: Pig in the aty (U) 


WORKSOP 

REGAL (01909-482896): Elizabeth (15): 
Saving Private Ryan (15): Mulan (U) 


EDINBURGH 

FIUMHOUSE (0131-228 2688) Henry 
Fool (18) Sat. Tue. Wed 2pm, 5.40pm, 
8.30pm: also Sun 8.30pm. Mon 5.40pm. 
B.30pm Elizabeth (15) Sac. Mon 2.30pm, 
6.10pm; also Sun 6.10pm. Tue. Wed 
6.10pm The RkIe(NQ Sat 3.30pm; Sun 
6pm Dancing at Lughnasa (PG) Sat. Wed 
6pm. 8.45pm; also Sun. Tue 3.30pm. 
8.45pm. Mon 8.45pm The Governess 
(15) Sat 8.35pm; also Sun 1.30pm. 
8.35pm The Private Life of Henry 
Via (NC) Sun 3pm. 6.1 5pm: also Mon 3pm 
Gadjo Dilo (15) Mon 3.30pm, 6.15pm: 
also Tue 6.15pm. Wed 3.30pm The 
Truman Show (PG) Mon-Wed 8.35pm 
Chltty Chltty Bang Bang (U) Tue. Wed 
2.30pm 


SHEFFIELD 

^SHOWroom (01 14-275 77271 Mv 
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THEATRE 

COUNTRYWIDE 


ABERDEEN 

HIS MAJESTY’S Peter Pan Sonia 
stare in J M Barrie's delightful tala 
Tuc-Thu 7pm. mats Tue-Thur 
1.45pm. ends 3 Jan. £ 10-El 4. 
wno available. Rosemount Viaduct 
}) 1224 - 641122 ) 

BIRMINGHAM 

ALEXANDRA THEATRE A UUe Of 
Two Cities Paul Nicholas stars in this 
new musical adaptation. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. mats Wed. Thur & Sat 
:■ 30pm. no peri’s 24 fir 25 Dec. ends 
16 Jan. E7-C24.50. Suffolk Street 
(0121-643 1231) 

BIRMINGHAM REP A Christmas 
Carol Michael Bogdanov directs a 
new ad apta t ion of Charles Dickon's 
novel. 22-23 Dec. 7.1 5pm. mats 2 1 
Ar 22 Dec. 10.30am. 21 . 23-24 Dec. 
2.30pm. £7 J25-E 1 9. cones available. 
Bioad Street (0121-236 4455) 

HIPPODROME Cinderella Danny La 
Rue and Brian Conley star in the 
popular family favourite. 23 Dec. 
2.30pm & 7.15pm. 24 Dec. 2pm & 
6.30pm. 27 Dec. 5.15pm. ends 20 
Feb. £9. 50-El 7.50, cones avail- 
able. riursr 5creet (0121-622 7486) 

BLACKPOOL 

GRAND THEATRE Aladdin Magical 
family panto starring Wayne Sleep 
Mon-Wed. 7pm. mats Mon-Thur 
2pm, ends 10 Jan. E6-E13.50. 
cones available. Church Srreer 
(01253-200150) 

COVENTRY 

BELGRADE THEATRE Sleeping 
Beauty Huge family pan to with and 
a magical lime machine. Mon -Wed. 
7pm. macs Mon-Thur 2.30pm. ends 
23 Jan. E8-E14.50. cones available. 
Corporation Street (01 203-553055) 

WARWICK ARTS CENTRE Sinbad 
^Join Sinbad and Princess Jasmine on 
Vgfcn exciting and romantic voyage. 2 1 - 
22 Dec. 5.30pm. 23 Dec. 7.30pm. 
mats 23 Dec. 2 30pm. 21-22 Dec. 

1 30pm. ends 2 Jan. E6-E 10. cones 
available. Gibbet Hill Road (01203- 
524524) 

DUNDEE 

DUNDEE REPERTORY THEATRE 
The Jungle Book A charming adap- 
tation of Kipling’s tale about MowgU 
and his jungle friends. Mon-Wed, 

7 15pm. 24 Dec 7pm. mats 22-24. 
2.30pm. ends 9 Jan. £9-E 10.25, 
cones available. Tay Square 
(01 382-223530] 

EDINBURGH 

KING'S THEATRE The Adventures 
Of Aladdin The magical experience 
of panto starring David Rintoul, 
Allan Stewart and Gerard Kelly. 
22-23 Dec 7pm. 24 Dec 6.30pm. 
macs Tue-Thur 2pm. ends 17 Jan. 
F7.50-E 14.50, cones available, 
j^ven Street (0131-529 6000) 

ROYAL LYCEUM THEATRE The 
5now Queen Stuart Paterson's 
charming adaptation of Anderson's 
fairytale. Mon-Thur 2.30pm b 7pm. 
ends 9 Jan. £4-£! 5. cones available. 
Grindlay Street (0131-229 9697) 

THEATRE WORKSHOP II Belltssi- 
mo Sllenzlo A thrilling fairytale full 
of mystery and adventure. 
Mon-Wed, 7.30pm, mats Mon-Thur 
2.30pm, ends 24 Dec £6.50. cones 
£4. family ticket £18. Hamilton Place 
(0131-226 5425) 


GLASGOW 

CITIZENS THEATRE Merlin The 
Magnificent Classic Arthurian 
legend, wizardry and evil forces 
combine in an enchanting new- 
ChriiLmas show. 2i 6 22 Dec. 
1 Oam Si 2pm. 2 3 Dec . 2 pm £i 7pm. 
24 Dec. 2pm Si 5pm. ends 26 Dec. 
£2.50-£l0, cones available Gorbafc 
Street (0141-429 0022) 

KING'S THEATRE Sleeping Beau- 
ty Elaine C Smith slots in this mag- 
ical fairytale production. 24 Dec. 
2pm. Mon-Wed. 1pm. ends 16 Jan. 
E2.50-E15. cones available. Bach 
Street (0141-287 551 1) 

PAVILION THEATRE PinoccWo The 
hrantaes and Jimmy Cricket deliv- 
er a magical panto treat. Mon-Thur 
7.30pm. 23 & 24 Dec. 1.30pm. ends 

23 Jan. £6-£9.5u. cones available. 
Ren Held Street (0141-332 1846) 

HALIFAX 

VICTORIA THEATRE Snow White 
And The Seven Dwarfs FbmilL 
pantomime with stars from TV’s 
Gladiators, Emmcrdalc and Last of 
The Summer Wine. Mon-Wed. 7pm. 

24 Dec. 5pm. mats Mon-Wed. 2pm. 
24 Dec. tpm, ends 2 Jan. £5.95- 
£10.50. cones available. Wards End 
(01422-351158) 

HULL 

NEW THEATRE Aladdin On The 
Buses' Blakey scans with Kathy Staff 
Mon-Wed. 7pm, mats Tue-Thur 
2pm. ends 23 Jan E9.50-E1 3.50. 
cones available. Kingston Square 
(01 482-226655) 

LEEDS 

GRAND THEATRE Joseph And The 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat 
Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd 
Webber's musical version of the Bible 
story. 23 Dec. 7.30pm, 26 Dec. 8pm. 
mats 23 Dec. 2.30pm. 24 Dec. 
12noon 9 3pm. ends 3 Jan. £8.50- 
£22. New Briggate (01 1 3-222 6222) 

a VIC THEATRE Robinson Crusoe 
Popular panto with the usual ingre- 
dients. 22-23 Dec. 2 pm & 7pm. 20 
& 24 Dec. 3pm. ends 9 Jan. £6-7. 
child £5-£6. Cookndge Streer (0! 13- 
2476962/2455505) 

WEST YORKSHIRE PLAYHOUSE: 
COURTYARD THEATRE Present 
Laughter Ian McKellen stars in 
Noel Coward's nitty comedy about 
theatrical life. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
mar 23 Dec. phone for details not 
25 Dec. 2.30pm, ends 23 Jan. £8- 
£17. cones £5.50-£ 14.50. 

The Nutcracker Hoffman's tale of the 
Sugar Plum Fhixy 21. 22. 24 Dec. 
10am Si 1.30pm. ends 23 Jan. 
£5.50-£17. Quarry Hitt Mount 
(0113-213 7700) 

WEST YORKSHIRE PLAYHOUSE: 
QUARRY THEATRE Martin Guerre 
Boubil and Scfaonberg’s musical love 
story. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. mats Thur 
& Sat 2pm. not 25 Dec. ends 1 3 Feb. 
£8-£2l . Quarry Hill Mount (01 1 3- 
213 7700) 

LIVERPOOL 

EVERYMAN THEATRE Jumpin' Jack 
Flash Rod: *n' roll panto. Mon-Wed. 
230pm & 7.30pm. 24 Dec. 10.30am. 
ends 30 Jan. E5.95-E1 J.95. Hope 
Street (0151-709 4776) 

NEPTUNE THEATRE Peter Pan Far- 
mer Gladiator Eunice flies in to save 
the Lost Boys from the scheming Cap- 
tain Hook. 22-23 Dec 2pm 6 7pm. 
ends 10 Jan. £7-£!0. cones E5-E8. 
Hanover Street (0151-709 7844) 


LLANDUDNO 

NORTH WALES THEATRE The 
Adventures Of Peter Pan Swash- 
buckling entertainment starring Glen 
Murphy from London's Burning os 
Captain Hnak. Mon-Wed. 7.15pm. 
Mon-Thur 2.15pm. ends 3 Jan. 
£7. 50-El 2. 50, cones available. 
Promenade (01492-B72000) 

MANCHESTER 

FORUM THEATRE WYTHENSHAWE 
The Snow Queen Imaginative adap- 
tation of Hans Christian Andersen's 
fairytale. 2 1-23 Dec. 2.30pm & 7pm, 
ends 2 Jan. £8-£14. cones E6-E11. 
Civic Centre (0161-437 9663) 

LIBRARY THEATRE Puss In Boots 
Adventure story about a young man 
who leaves home in seoarch of Tame 
and fortune accompanied by his 
exceptionally clever cat Puss. Mon- 
Wed. 7pm, mats 21-23 Dec. 
2.30pm. ends 16 Jan. £8-£15. 
cones available. Central Library, Sr 
Peter 's Square (0161-236 7110) 

OPERA HOUSE OHverl Gary BUmat 
stars in Lionel Bart’s ever popular 
musical which follows the fortunes of 
an orphan in Victorian London. Mon- 
Sat 7.30pm, Wed & Sat 2.30pm, 
ends 30 Jan. E10-E29. Quay Street 
(0161-242 2503) 

PALACE THEATRE Cinderella Jim 
Davidson directs a family panto for 
a change, starring Darren Day and 
Ruth Madoc. Mon-Wed. 2.30pm & 
7.30pm. ends 24 Jan. £7.50-£15.50. 
cones available. Oxford Street (0161- 
242 2525) 

ROYAL EXCHANGE THEATRE Hbi- 
dle Wakes The Royal Exchange re- 
opens with the production which 
wax cut short by the bomb blast in 
1996. Mon-Fri 7.30pm, Sal. 8pm (no 
peris 24 6 25 Dec), mot 23 Dec, 
2.30pm. ends 9 Jan. £7-£23. cones 
available. St Anne's Square (0161- 
833 9833) 

MOLD 

CLliVYD THEATR CYMRU Aladdin 
The wok m n‘ roll panto. Mon-Thur 
7.30pm, mats 22. 24 Dec, ends 30 
Jan. £1CI-£15. cones available. Civic 
Centre (01 352-7551 14) 

NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
NEWCASTLE PLAYHOUSE The 
Princess And The Goblin The gob- 
lins attempt to take over the world 
in Lhis magical Christmas show. 
Mon-Wed. 7pm. mats Mon-Thur 
2pm. ends 9 Jan. El 0.75-E12.75. 
cones available. Barras Bridge (0191- 
230 5151) 

THEATRE ROYAL Cinderella Pop- 
ular pantomime with stars from TV’s 
Coronation Street and £as tenders. 
Mon-Thur 7pm. mats Mon-Thur 
2pm. ends 23 Jan. E5-E15. cones 
available. Grey Street (0191-232 
2061) 

NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME 
NEW VICTORIA THEATRE A 
Christmas Carol David Holman's 
adaptation of Charles Dickens' tale 
of greed and avarice in the dark 
streets of Victorian London. 21-23, 
7.30pm. mats Mon-Thur 2pm ends 
9 Jan. E6.50-E12.50. cones available. 
Etruria Road (01782-717962) 

NOTTINGHAM 

NOTTINGHAM PLAYHOUSE Jack 
And The Beanstalk Kenneth Alan 
Taylor writes and directs his 
fifteenth consecutive pantomime. 
Mon-Thur 2.30pm & 7.30pm. ends 
24 Jan. £9-£12. child £5-£8. East 
Circus Street (0 1 1 5-94 1 94 1 9) 


PERTH 

PERTH THEATRE Aladdin And His 
Wonderful Lamp With Wishee 
Woshet- and Widow TWankee and the 
other family favourites. Mon-Thur 
2.30pm & 7.30pm. ends 9 Jan. 
E4.50-EI3, cones available. High 
Street (01738-621031) 

SHEFFIELD 

CRUCIBLE THEATRE South Pacif- 
ic Banish the winter blues with a vis- 
it to Dux Rodgers and Hammerstein 
musical. Mon -Wed. 7.30pm. mats 
Tue-Thur 2 30pm. ends 23 Jan. 
£1 1-E15. cones available. Norfolk 
Street (01)4-276 9922) 

LYCEUM THEATRE Jack And The 
Beanstalk Gladiator Vogue stars. 
Mon-Wed. 7pm. Mon-Thur 2pm. 
ends 17 Jan. E6.S0-E 14.50. Norfolk 
Street (0114-276 9922) 

STOKE-ON-TRENT 
THEATRE ROYAL HANLEY The 
Adventures Of Robin Hood Spec- 
tacular comedy adventure starring 
Little and Large. Dec 21-24. 
7.1 5pm. mats 20-24 Dec, 2pm. edns 
17 Jan. E7.50-EI4. cones available. 
Pbll Mall (01782-207777) 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
ROYAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE 
The Lion, The Witch And The 
Wardrobe Adrian Noble directs 
Atfrian IWIdieUfe adaptation of the CS 
Lewis Narnia classic. In rep. 23 Dec. 
2.30pm. ends 27 Feb. ES-E30. 

The Winter's Tale Seasonal talc of 
obsessive jealousy directed by Gre- 
gory Doran. In rep. 21 & 22 Dec. 
7.30pm. ends 26 Feb £7-E3Q. Wa- 
terside (01789-295623) 

SWAN THEATRE A Month In The 
Country Brian Riel's adaptation of 
Turgenev's portrait of all-consuming 
sexual desire. In rep, Mon-Wed, 
7.30pm, ends 20 Feb. £5-£30. Wa- 
terside (01789-295623) 

YORK 

GRAND OPERA HOUSE Jack And 
The Beanstalk Ftin-filled family 
panto with TV stars from GladiaUirs 
and Home And Away. Mon-Wed. 
7.30pm. mats Mon-Thur 2.30pm. 
ends 10 Jan. E8-£12, cones available. 
Cumberland Street (01 904-671 81 8j 

THEATRE ROYAL Beauty And The 
Beast Berwick Kaler stars in York’s 
fabulous feast of fun. 24 Dec. 2pm. 
Mon-Wed. 2.30pm & 7.30pm. 24 
Dec. 4pm, 4pm, 5.30pm, ends 30 
Jan. £7. 50-El 4.75. cones available. 
St. Leonards Place (01 904-623568) 


Theatre 

West end 

CINDERELLA Angela Carter's 
version of this fairytale is staged by 
the acclaimed Improbable Theatre, 
lyric Hammersmith King Street. W6 
(0181 -74 1 23 1 1 ) ■©■ Hammersmith. 
Phene for times, ends 9 Jan. £5-£ 1 8. 
cones £6.50. 

JESUS, MY BOV Item Conti stars in 
John Dowie's alternative Christmas 
show Apollo Shaftesbury Avenue, W1 
(0171-494 5070) e Pice Circ. Tue- 
Frl 8pm. Sat 5pm & 8pm. 1 1 1 3pm 
£ 5pm. £5.50-£ 18.50. 

THE SNOWMAN Award-winning 
production of Raymond Briggs* 
contemporary classic about a young 
boy wbo benrends a sonowman. 
Sadler's Wells At The Peacock Pbr- 


Exhibitions Classical literature 


tugjil Street. WC2 (01 7 1 -863 82221 
■O Temple. Phone for times, ends 30 
Jan. £7. 50- £32. 50. 


BIRMINGHAM 

BIRMINGHAM MUSEUM AND ART 
GALLERY Burne-Jones Important 
work by Sir Eduard Burne-Jones. 
Mon-Thur. Sat I0am-5pm. Fri 
JQ.30am-5pm. Sun 1 2. 3 Opm- 5 pm 
(phone tor Christmas opening), ends 
1 7 Jan. £5. £3.50 cones. £14 family. 
Chamberlain Square 10121-303 28341 

EDINBURGH 

CITY ART CENTRE Alice Maher and 
Tim Davies Leading artists Maher 
and Davies exhibit unusual new 
work. Mon-Sot 10am-5pm. Sun 
12noon-5pm (phone for Christmas 
opening), ends 4 Jan. free Market 
Street (0131-529 3993) 

GLASGOW 

KELVIN GROVE MUSEUM £r ART 
GALLERY Travelling Companions: 
Monet and Seurat The third exhi- 
bition in the series focusses on two 
French paintings. Mon-Sat 10am* 
5pm. Sun 1 1am-5pm. ends 31 Jan. 
free. Kelvlngrove (0141-287 2700) 

HULL 

FERENS ART GALLERY Helen 
Chadwick Wide range of work by the 
laic photographer and artist. Mon- 
Sat 10am- 5 pm. Sun 1 -30pm-4.30pm 
(phone for Christmas opening), 
ends 1 7 Jan El . child under 1 3 & 
Hull residents free. Oueen Victoria 
Square (01482-613902) 

LEEDS 

HENRY MOORE INSTITUTE Les 
Cambodgiennes: Auguste Rodin 
Drawings made during the Royal 
Cambodian dance company's tour to 
France in 1306. Mon-Sun 10am- 
5.30pm. Wed 10am- 9pm (phone for 
Christmas opening), ends 3 Jon. fiee 
The Head row (0113-234 3158) 

LIVERPOOL 

TATE GALLERY LIVERPOOL A 
Mythology: Salvador Dali Major 
works from the Florida Dali museum. 
Tue-Sun Sr Bank Hols 1 Gam -6 pm 
(phone for Christmas openingl. 
ends 31 Jan. £5. cones £2 50. Al- 
bert Dock (0151-709 3223) 

MANCHESTER 

WHITWORTH ART GALLERY Chris 
OFili Challenging paintings inspired 
by the black tradition. Mon -Sat 
10am-5pm. Sun 2pm-5pm (phone 
for Chnstmas opening), ends 24 Jan. 
free University of Manchester. Ox- 
ford Road (0161-275 7450] 

SHEFFIELD 

GRAVES ART GALLERY Double 
Games: Sophie Calle Retrospective 
of Calle's work, includes a new work 
made with novelist Ffaui Austec In two 
venues. Tue-Sat 10am- 5pm (phone 
for Christmas opening), ends 30 Jan. 
free. Surrey Street (01 14-273 51 58) 

YORK 

FAIRFAX HOUSE Heritage Re- 
gained Pieces of silver from Uie 
Gilbert Collection. Mon-Thur 1 1am- 
Spm, Sat I lam-5pm. Sun 1.30pm- 
5pm (phone for Christmas opening), 
ends 28 Dec. £3.75, child £1 .50. 
Castlegate (01904-655543) 

YORK CITY ART GALLERY Venice 
Through Canaletto's Eyes Twenty- 
three paintings and drawings by the 
Venetian artist Mon-Sat 10am- 
5pm, Sun 2.30pm-5pm (closed Dec 
25). ends 3 Jan. free. Exhibition 
Square (01904-551861) 


BIRMINGHAM 

SYMPHONY HALL CBSO/Robert- 
son Messiaen's massive ten-move- 
ment Turmgaiila Symphoav. 22 
Dec. 7.30pm. £6-£3 1 . 

Gey of Birmingham Symphony Or- 
chestra Christmas Concerts Con- 
ductor Simon Halsev and narrator 
Willard While. 19. 21 £ 23 Dec. 
7.30pm. £6-£3l . 

Lesley Garrett's Christmas Col- 
lection Accompanied by the BBC 
Conceit Orchestra conducted by Pe- 
ter Robinson. 20 Dec. 3pm. £10- 
£30. Broad Street (0121-212 3333) 

EDINBURGH 

THE QUEEN'S HALL Cappella No- 
va/Carols By Candlelight Cele- 
brate the magic of Christmas with 
carols. 19 Dec. 7.30pm. E4-E12. 
cones available 

John Currie Singers And Orches- 
tra Handel's Messiah 20 Dec. 
7.30pm. £8. cones £.6. students Sr 
children £4.50. 

Tbars Of die Angels By Candlelight 
BT Scottish Ensemble with John 
Tavener's Deport lr. Peace. 22 Dec. 
7.45pm. E9. cones £5. Clerk Street 
(0131 -668 2019/cc 667 77761 

MANCHESTER 

BRIDGEWATER HALL Carol Con- 
certs The Halle is conducted by Bri- 
an Kay. 19 Dec. 7.30pm & 20 Dec. 
3pm £r 7.30pm. £6-£28. 

Halifax Choral Society/Pryce- Jones 
With Manchester Concert Orchestra 
in Handel's Messiah. 2 2 Dec. 
7.30pm. EI2.50-E27.50. Lower 
Mosley Street (0161-907 9000) 

YORK 

ST MICHAEL-LE-BELFREY York- 
shire Bach Choir & Baroque 
Sololsts/Seymour Music for Christ- 
mas bvJS Bach. 19 Dec. 7.30pm. 
£10-£1 3. (01904-658338) 

YORK Minster Psalmody-The Par- 
ley of Instruments Christmas music 
from English parish churches 1740- 
1830. 20 Dec. 7.30pm. £12, cones 
£10 Deansgare (01904-6718181 


Opera 


GLASGOW 

THEATRE ROYAL Hansel And Gre- 
tel Mark Tinkler directs Scottish 
Opera's production of Humperdinck’s 
musical fairytale. 19. 22 6 23 Dec. 
7.15pm. E3.50-E45.50. cones avail- 
able. Hope Street (0141 -332 9000) 

LEEDS 

GRAND THEATRE Carmen Phvlii- 
da Lloyd's vibrant production of 
Bizet’s evergreen classic for Opera 
North. 19 Dec, 6pm. 21 Dec. 
7.15pm. £6-£42. New Briggate 
(0113-222 6222) 


Dance 


EDINBURGH 

FESTIVAL THEATRE Scottish Bal- 
let: Cinderella John Fraser's version 
of the classic fairytale 21. 22. 23 & 
24 Dec, 7.30pm. 22-24 Dec. 
2.30pm. E4.50-E30. cones available. 
Scottish Bailee La FUle Mai Gardee 
Ashton’s spirited ballet featuring 
Yurie Shin ohara. 19 Dec. 2.30pm & 
7.30pm. £4.50-£30. cones available. 
Nicolson Street (0131-529 6000) 


GLASGOW 

WOMEN'S PLAYWRTTING WORK- 
SHOP Learn to write for the theatre. 
Crawfurd Theatre Southbrae Dri- 
ve (0141-950 3437/3438) 21 Dec. 
7pm-9pm. £48 for 1 6 classes. 

ILKLEY 

WAVS INTO WRITING (OVER 7 8S) 
A supportive class aimed at devel- 
oping writing stvtes and approaches. 
Manor House Art Gallery and 
Museum Castle Yard (01943- 
600066) Tue 1 0.30am- 1 pm. ends 9 
Feb. £82 for course, cones. 

STIRLING 

ADAM MCNAUGHTON The poet 
npd smger.'somgwriter talk*! about 
Glasgow singing traditions. Stirling 
Smith Art Gallery And Museum 
Dumbarton Road (01786-471917) 
21 Dec. 7.30pm. £3. cones £2. 


COMEDY 


BIRMINGHAM 
THE GLEE CLUB Perrier nor 
Peter Kay, Junior Simpson, 
McCarthy. Noel Britten. 1£ 

8pm. £12. 

Xmas Party Night with Perrii— 
inee Junior Simpson. Kevin Mc- 
Carthy, Sean FercrvaL 22 Dec. 8pm. 
Hurst Street (0121-693 2248) 
£29.50 inc 3 course meal. 

LEICESTER 

JONGLEURS LEICESTER Aussie 
funnyman Phil Davey. Gina Yasbere. 
Sears PeravaL Brian Higgins. 19 
Dec. 7.45pm. Granby Street (0845- 
6031 81 B) £10. 

MANCHESTER 

AL MURRAY - THE PUB LAND- 
LORD AT FROG & BUCKET Bark- 
ing character comedy from the 
Perrier Award nominee. 21 Dec. 
8.30pm. £7 adv. E8 door. 

NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
HYENA CAFE COMEDY Anvil 
Springstien. American comic Reg 
Hunter and Milton Jones. 1 9 Dec. 
9pm. Leazes Arcade. Leazes Lane 
(0191-232 6030) £8 adv. £9 door 
inc food. 


Clubs 


BIRMINGHAM 

CREAM AT THE HUSH Ffeaturitig 
Darren Darting and Jon Dasilva. 1 9 
Dec. 2am-7am. £12. cones E10/E8. 
Station Street (0121-242 6607) 

GLASGOW 

CHRISTMAS EVE AT THE TUNNEL 
Special night with all the Tunnel 
favourites. 24 Dec. 10pm-5am, £16. 
Mitchell Street (0141-204 1000) 

LEEDS 

BACK TO BASICS AT THE MINT 
CLUB Ibnight featuring Mark Fhrina. 
1 9 Dec. 9.30pm-4am. £10. meres E8. 
Harrison Street (01 1 3-244 3 1 68) 

MANCHESTER 

FRESHLY SQUEEZED AT BAND ON 
THE WALL Supreme Saturday night 
funk with live music from Sandras. 
19 Dec 9.30pm-2am. £6. Swan 
Street (0161-833 0682) 


MUSIC 

Pop, jazz, folk Etc 


ABERDEEN 

THE SUPERNATURALS Scottish 
post-Britpop outfit, strong on the 
songwriuing front Lemon Dree West 
North Street (01224-642230) 21 
Dec. 8.30pm. £4.S0-£9. 

BIRMINGHAM 

UB40 Birmingham reggae-pop vet- 
erans tour a new album of Jamaican 

cfassips. Labour OfLoveHl. National 
Exhibition Centre (0121-780 
4133) 21 Dec. 8pm. £1 7-E1 9.50. 

EDINBURGH 

JOOLS HOLLAND AND HIS 
RHYTHM & BLUES ORCHESTRA 
The popular TV presenter revs up his 
boogie-woogie big band. Playhouse 
Theatre Greenside Place (0131-557 
2950) 19 Dec. 7.30pm. £15. 

GLASGOW 

KING PLEASURE & THE BISCUIT 
BOYS 1940s Kansas jazz and jump 
jive. Bourbon Street George Street 
”' 1 41 -552 0141) 19,5 20 Dec. Spm. 


4AN AND THE 
atman of the ec- 
fiL Family, with his 
Hme Orange Bum- 
itk*. 116-254 3077) 23 

Dec. 8pm. i.. . 

LIVERPOOL 

SPACE Quirky and unpredictable 
post-Britpop hometown malarkey 
from Tommy Scoti and Co. Royal 
Court Roe Street (0151-709 4321) 

19 Dec. 8pm. £10.50. 

MANCHESTER 

M PEOPLE. LYNDEN DAVID HALL 
Chart-soul and R&B featuring the dis- 
tinctive vocals of Heather Small . 1 9 
Dec. 7pm. £21 .50. Manchester 
Evening News Arena Victoria Sta- 
tion. Hunts Bank (0 1 61 -930 SOlXlt 

20 & 21 Dec. 7pm. £30. 

NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
CULTURE CLUB. HUMAN LEAGUE. 
ABC All star 1980s line-up headed by 
George's soul popsters. Telewest 
Arena Neville Street (0191-401 
8000) 20 Dec. 7pm. £25.25. 


Events 


EDINBURGH 

SANTA CRUISES Cruise along the 
Union Canal to Santa's Grotto with 
gifts for all The Bridge bin Baird Road 
(0131-333 1320) 19 Sr 20 Dec, 
10.30am. 11am. 1 2 noon. 12.30pm. 
1 ,30pm. 2pm. 3pm 3.30pm 4.30pm 
20-24 Dec 5pm. 6pm. 7pm, 8pm. 
ends 24 Dec £5.50 per person. 

LEEDS 

HOLY LIGHTS Hind u, Jewish and 
Christian ho(y lights as used in festival 
celebrations of Diwali, Chanukah and 
Christmas. Leeds Qty Museum Caker- 
ley Street (0113-2478275) TUe-Sac 
!0am-5pm. ends 13 Jan. free. 

STOCKPORT 

YULEIDE MAGIC Magicians, downs, 
jugglers and musicians, plus a visit to 
see Santa. B ram hall Hall Bramhall 
Ptirk (0161 -485 3708) 20 Dec 1 lam- 
5pm, £4.75, chfld £4 25 (includes pre- 
sent). Limited Leisure key £3.50. 
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Choice 

AFTER YEARS as 
one of Britain's 
most-loathed 
.irony has 
; up with 
BobMcmkhouse 
(right) and 
tnroedhimhSoasortoficon.Asa 
result he now appears on Desert 
Island Discs UUl5am R4) for the 
second time. Hie BBC is hinting 
that he re planning to take his own 
joke-book with him, which is kind. 
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Radio 1 

!'•'? o-9& 5MH2 FM) 6J30 Kevin Greening. 10.00 Mark 
Gooefier'e Ratflo 1 Bequest Show. 1.00 Usa I'Ansoa 

3.00 Top of the Pope. A00 The Official UK Top 40. 

7.00 Radio 1 'a Dance Amhems wtth Dave Pearce. 

10.00 Trevor Nelson. 1ZOO Emma a - 630 
I Mils. 

1 2 

> IMHj FM> 7.00 Don Maclean. 9-05 Steve 
WrtgWs Sunday Ltwe Songs. 11.00 Parkinson's 
Sunday Supplement. 1 no Desmond Carrington. 3.00 
Frank Shana the \toice ot me Century 4.00 The 
Michael Fefnstein Songbook. 430 Sing Something 
Simple. 5.00 Pam Ayres. 6.00 JuHo. 7.00 Hugh Scully 
8J0 Sunday Half Hour. (LOO Alan Keith. 10JM 
Malcolm LaycocK- 11.00 The David Jacobs 
Collection. 12.00 Kbfrina Leskanic*. 3JU - 400 Mo 
Dutta. 

Radio 3 

*y > :-SC Jl.at FMl 6 jOQ On «r. 9J» Brian Kay's 
Sunday Morning. 11-00 Artist of jha Week Encom. 
12.15 Music Matters. 1JJ0 Christmas across Europe. 
2M Hungary. 3.00 Great Britain. 400 Ireland. 5JM 
Sweden. 6.05 Germany. 7.00 Poland. &00 Belgium. 

9.00 Portugal. 10.00 Sunday Play. Hie Wet 11.30 
Work! Music. 12A0 BBC Symphony Orchestra. 1.00- 
&00 Through the Night. 

Radio 4 

•••.■2 -UK cl.lHz Ftf 6.00 News Briefing. 60S 
Something Understood. <L35 On Ybur Farm. 6 St 
Weather. 7.00 News. 7.05 Sunday Papers. 7.10 
Sunday. 7.55 Radio 4 Appeal 8.00 News. 8.05 
- _#*>y Paper;. 8.07 Sunday Worship. 845 letier 
(roJh America. 9.00 News: Broadcasting House. 10.00 
The Archers. 11.15 Desert Island Discs. 12.00 News: 
Itchy Feet 12J0 I'm Sony I Haven't a Clue. 1£5S 
Weather. 1.00 The World This Weekend. 1.30 Brain of 
Brains 1993. 2.00 Gardeners - Question Tana. 2J30 
Rambfings. 3.00 The Classic Serial: Bleak House. 

4.00 News; Open Book. 430 Poetry Phase. 5J» 
News; A Mission to C3v3ise?. 5.40 Fsstfoack. 5-54 
Shipping Forecast 5^7 Weather. GtoO Six OCtock 
News. 6.15 Pick of the Week. 7J» News; The 
Archers. 7.15 Room tar Improvement. ELOO The 
Baines Original. 830 Low in Acfion. 9.00 Nbws; The 
Beat. 9J0 Analysis. lODO News; The Westminster 
Hour. 11.00 News: Hidden Treasures. 11.30 
Something Understood. 12.00 News. 12.15 
Expehmantel Featire: Great Sloes. 1230 The Lata 
Stoiy: Winter Slorfes. 12^8 Shipping Foremst. 1J» 
As Wbrid Service. 630 Wtorid News. 5J5 Silppina 
Forecast. 5.40 Inshore Forecast. 5^15 Prayer for the 
Day. 5.47 - BJJO Faming Today. 

Ra<flo4LW 

0v9H-t) 12.00 - 12-04 News; Siting FbrecasL 
Radio S Uve 

gogk.Hz &00 Bnei Lives, 530 Andrew Neil. 

9.00 SporteWfeek. 1030 Hayes an Sunday. 1230 Ed 
Han Investigates. 1SL3Q Media Show: 130 Sunday 
sport 6.00 The Scottish Premier league. AOONffws 
Ex&a. 830 Brief Lives, 9.00 DaSyn Worldwide, aw) 

Out This Weak. 1030 Ufa Night Cuma 1.00 Up Afl 

%ht 5JM - 600 Morning Reports. 

World Sendee Radio . .. 

LW 1.00 Newsdesk. 130 Pick of the 
,._y. 230 MencSan (Feature). 3.00 wtorid 
_J.CS Write On. 3.15 Sports Ftoundup. 330 me 
•-^0:400 - 7.00 The World Today. 



Choice 

THERE’S 
ANOTHER 
sublime selection 
of dance-band 
tunes from the 
Thirties and 
Forties in Christ-' 
mas Cocktails (7pm R3). The 
festive season starts with 
“Christmas Swing” featuring the 
Dorsey Brothers, Jimmie 
Lunceford, Bing Crosby (abouel 
and the Andrews Sisters. 


Radio 1 

(37 6-99 EMU: FM) 630 Chris Moyles. 930 SJmwi 
Mayo. 12.00 Kevin Greening. ZOO Mark Radcfiffe. 
400 Dave Pearce. ZOO Lamacq Live - the Christmas 
Party. 1Z00 The Breezeblock. 230 Emma B. 430 - 
630 Scot! MtTts. 

Radio 2 

t,6A902f.lH: FI.1J 6.00 Alex Lesier. 730 Wake Up to 
WOgHn. 930 Ken Bruce. 1230 Jtmmy Vbung. 230 
Ed Stewart 5.05 Johnnie Walker. 730 Humphrey 
Lyttelton. 8-00 Big Band Christmas Special. 830 The 
New Jazz Standards. 930 The Rock 'n' Rofl Years. 
1030 Richard Affinson. 1230 Katrina Leskanfcri. 330 

- 430 Mo Dutta, 

Radio 3 

TO2.-92 JMH: FM) 6.00 On Air. 9.00 Masterwort®. 
1030 Artist of toe Week. 11.00 Sound Stories. 1230 
Composer of toe Week: Georges Bizet. 1.00 The 
Radto 3 Lunchtime Concert. 230 The BBC 
Orchestras. 4X10 Dtval. 445 Musk: to Die For. 530 A 
Medieval Christmas. 530 Music Rooms. 6.00 - &01 
Discovering Music with Leonard StetUn. 730 
Christmas CocMails. 730 Performance on a Another 
memorable concert from toe 1998 BBC Proms 
season. Prom 54 contained a Proms first Qgaris 
dramatic and expressive oratorio The Apostles. 9.40 
Postscript 1030 voices. 1045 Mixing It 1130 Jazz 
Notes. 12.00 Composer of the Week: Johann 
Sebastian Bach. 1.00 - 6.00 Through the Night 

- dto 4 

(92 -1-Ai &MHz FMi 630 Tbday 9.00 News; Start the 
Week. 930 Carols tor Choirs. 945 Seriah Scraps with 
tamued. 1030 News; Woman's Hour. 1130 News; 
Snapshots from toe New South Africa. 1 130 My 
Gaiety Girts. 1230 News; Ybu and Yours. 1237 
Weather. 130 The World at One. 130 Top Brain 199S. 
230 News; The Archers. 2.15 News; Afternoon Play: 
Maigrefs Christmas. 3.00 Money Box Live: 017T 580 
4444 330 Beating the System. 3A5 Colonel Clay • 
Master of Disguise. 430 News; The Food 
Programme. 430 Turning World. 530 537 

Weather. 630 Six O'clock News. 630 I'm Sony I 
Haven't a Qua 730 News; The Archers. 7.15 Front 
Row. 745 Under One FtooL 830 News; How to Bb 
H appy. 830 Analysis. 930 News; A Wolf to toe North: 
“ r. 930 Start toe Weak. 1030 The World Tonight. 

10.45 Book at Bedtime: Chosen for Christmas. 1130 
Raifo 4 AppeaL 11 32 Fatherland. 11 30 Rebel 
Music. 1230 News. 1230 The Late Book: Otf of Her 
Senses. 12A8 Shipping. 1.00 As World Service. 630 
World News. 535 Shipping. SM Inshore Forecast 

5.45 Prayer tar the Day. 5.47 - 630 Farming Today. 
A>4UV 

f19?KK:i 935 - 1030 Daiy Service. 12JW - 1234 
News Heacfines, Shipping Forecast. 534 - 537 
Shipping Forecast. 1130 - 1230 Today in Pariiament 
Radio 5 Live 

503. F-t MW) 6.00 Bneakfasl 930 BriEm Hayes. 

12.00 The Mkkfey News. 130 Ruscoa and CO. 400 
Drive. 7.00 News Extra 730 The Wtetie Sower. 830 
Trevor BrooWng'6 Monday Match. 1030 Late Night 
Uva 130 Up All Night 530 - 6.00 Morning Reports. 
World Service Radio 

na-t+fr LW) 1.00 Newsdesk. 130 Seven Days. 1.45 
Wto Tates. 2.00 Newsday. 230 On Screen. 330 
World News. 3.05 World Buanaes Report. 3-1B 
Sports Roundup. 330 The Greatest City on Evfo. 
400 - 7.00 The WCrid Today, 


Choice 

THE LITTLE giri 
who was always 
glad, glad, glad 
returns in a 
three-part 
d ramatis ation of 
PbUyanna 
(lL30am RD featuring Gayle 
Hunnicutt (above) as the 
redoubtable Aunt Ptdly. Either the 
perfect way to sweeten your 
children’s natures, or as an ideal 
punishment when they misbehave. 



Radio 1 

(97 f-99 6MH: FM) 630 Chris Moyles. 9.00 SJmon 
Mayo. 1230 Kevin Greening. 2.00 Mwk Radctifle. 
430 Dave Pearce. 8.00 Steve Lamacq - toe Evening 
Session 98. 1030 John PeeL 1230 The Breezeblock. 
230 Emma B. 430 - 630 Scott MBs. 

Radio 2 

(68-90 AlhC FMt 6.00 Alex Lester. 730 Wake Up to 
Wogan, 930 Ken Bruce. 1230 Jimmy Vbung 230 
Ed Stewart 5.05 Johnnie Waker. 730 Evelyn 
Glennie's Classics. 830 Nigel Ogden. 9.00 Annual 
DefighB. 1030 Richard ASInson. 1230 Katnna 
Lestenich. 330 - 400 Mo Dutta. 

RMfiO 3 

190 : JMHz FM) 6.00 On Ak. 930 Masierworks. 
1030 Artist of the Week. 1130 Souid Stories. 12.00 
Composer of toe Week: BizeL 1 .00 The Radio 3 
Lunchtime Concert 2.00 The BBC Orchestras. 400 
Dival. 445 Musk: to Dre For. 530 A Medieval 
Christmas. 530 Music Rooms. 6.00 Discovering 
Music with Leonard Station. 730 Christmas Cocktate. 
730 Performance on 3. Prom 40. given on 18 August. 
David Wilson- Johnson (baritone), BBC Singers. BBC 
Symphony Orchestra/Ofiver Knussen and Stephen 
Cteobury. Messiaen: L&scenskm. George Benjamin: 
Sometime Voices. Robin Holloway: Hymn to the 
Senses. Scriabin: The Poem o* Ecstasy. 930 
Postscript 930 Cetabrny Trio. 1045 Book. Music end 
Lyrics. 1130 Jazz Notes. 1230 Composer of the 
Week: Bach. 130 - 630 Through toe raght 
Radto 4 

(92 4-9d 6MH; FM) 630 Today. 9.00 News; The 
Choice. 930 Cards tor Choks. 945 Serial: Scraps 
with lannuccL 1030 News; Wbman’s Hour. 11.00 
News; A Wolf to the North: Fbar. 11 30 FtoDyenna. 
1280 News; You and Yburs. 1257 Weather. 1.00 The 
World at One. 130 Fu» Orchestra 230 News: The 
Archers. 2.15 Afternoon Play: Henry's Lag. 330 
News: The Exchange: 0171 580 4444. 330 Beating 
toe System. 345 Cokxiel Clay - Master of Disguise. 
430 News; A Good Read. 430 Shop Tklk. 530 PM. 

537 Waather. 630 Six OOlock News. 630 4 at the 
Store. 7.00 News; The Archers. 7.15 Front Row. 745 
Under Or» Root 830 News; A Mssion to Clmtee. 
840 in Touch. 930 News; Case Nous. 930 The 
Choice. 10.00 The Warid Tonight 1045 Book bI 
Bedtima Chosen tar Christmas. 1130 The Now 

Show. 1130 Tatting Pictures. 1230 News. 1230 The 
Lata Book: Out of Her Senses. 1248 Shipping 
Forecast. 130 As World Service. 530 World Nows. 
535 Shipping Forecast 540 Inshore FbrecasL 545 
Prayer fonhe Day. 547 - 630 Farmtog Today. 

Radio 4 LW 

(l9»Hz) 9.45 - 1030 DaBy Service. 1230 - 1234 
News Heatfinw, Shipping ForecasL 534 - 851 
Shipping Forecast 1130 - 1230 Today in Parfamant 

RadloS Use 

(693. gOdtrtz MW) 630 Breakfast 930 Brian Hayes. 
1230 The Midday News. 130 Ruscoe and Co- 4.00 
Drive. 7.00 News Extra. 730 The Lite and Death of 
Belfast Celtic. 830 Ptay it Again. 930 When WlntBr 
Comes. 1030 Late Night Uvs. 130 Up AflMflhL 530 
- 530 Morning Reports. 

Mforld Sendee Radio 
KjfW-iz LW) 130 Newsdesk. 130 Discovery. 230 
Neweday. 230 Meriden (live). 330 World News. 

335 World Business Report. 3.15 Sports Roundup. 
330 One Planet. 430-730 The World Today. 


Choice 

OF COURSE, we 
all know by now 
that, left to itself, 

Mother Nature 
is an abusive old 
harridan, but it’s 
good to have all 
the evidence to hand. In a 
four-part series. Animals 
Behaving Badly (9pm R41. Mark 
Carwardine looks at some of her 
nastier tricks: murderous rooks, 
infantiddal seals and hamsters. 



Radiol 

(?7 t-f v Fh.li 630 Chns Moyles. 9.00 Simon 

Mayo. 1230 Kevin Greening. 230 Mark RsdcSfle. 
430 Dave Paarca. 630 Stew Lamacq - toe Evening 
Session 98. 10.00 John Peel. 1230 GJBes Peterson. 
230 Emma B. 430 - 630 Scott Mils. 

Radio 2 

<Sb-90 It-iH: FM) 630 Alex Lestar. 730 Wake Up to 
Wogan. 930 Kan Bruce. 1230 Jimmy Vbung. ZOO 
Ed Stewart S35 Jobnne Wefkar. 730 Nick 
Barradou^v 830 Mika Harding. 9.00 The Andy 
Peebles SoU Show 1030 Richard Aftnson. 1145 
Folowing My Star. 1230 Katrina Le&kanxto. 330 - 

4.00 Mo Dutta. 

Radio 3 

1 90 ^‘-92 -v.ii-c FMi 6-00 On Air. 9.00 Mastarworiis. 
1030 Artist of the Wtek. 11.00 Sound Stories. 1230 
Composer of the Week: SzeL 1.00 The Radio 3 
Lunchtime Concert. ZOO The BBC Orchestras. 400 
Choral Evensong. 530 A Medieval Christmas. 530 
Music Rooms. 630 Discovering Music with Leonard 
SlatJdn. 730 Christmas Cocktails. 730 Performance 
on 3. Prom 66, gven on 8 September, features 
Szymanowski raeflantty beautiful Vtofin Concerto No 
1. Raphael Oteg (violin). Czech PCMJbar Pasek. 
Dvorak: Overture Wy Home 1 . Szymanowski: Violin 
Concerto No 1, Brahms: Symphony No 1 to C minor: 
9.10 Postscript 930 Beetocnran and Mozart Quintets. 
1045 Book. Music and Lyrics. 1130 Jazz Notes. 

12.00 Composer of the Week: Bach. 130 - 6.00 
Through the Night 

Rwdlo 4 

!'?:■ 4-W a.n-t FM) 630 Today. 930 News; Midweek. 
930 Carols tar Choirs. 945 5eriaJ: Scraps with 
lannuccL 1030 News; Woman's hour. 11.00 News; 
Classic Toys. 1130 Ftdyanna 1Z00 News; Ybu and 
Yburs. 1Z57 Weather. 1.00 The Wfarid at One. 130 
Wtidbrata. 230 News; The Archers. 2.15 Afternoon 
Play: Henry's Leg. 3.00 News; Gardeners' Question 
Time. 330 Beating toe System. 345 Colonel Clay - 
Master of Disguise- 400 News; Casa Notes. 430 
Thinking Aflowed. 530 PM. 537 Weathet 6,00 Six 
O'Clock News. 630 Booked!. 730 News; The 
Archers. 7.15 Front Row. 745 Under One Roof. 830 
New; Education 2000. 845 Keyword. 930 News: 
Animals Behaving Bally. 930 MUweek. 1030 The 
World Tonight 10.45 Book at Bedtime: Chosen for 
Christmas. 1130 Chldren's Hour, with Armstrong 
and Mffler. 11304 ai the Store. 1230 News. 1230 
The Late Book; Oifl of Her Senses. 1248 Shipping 
FbrecasL 130 As World Service. 530 World News. 
535 Shipping ForecasL 540 Inshore ForecasL 545 
Prayer for the Day. 547 -830 Feming Today. 
imriBn 4 LW 

\ iwMt!) 945 - 1030 DaBy Service. 1230 - 1234 
N«#s; Shipping Forecast 534 * 537 Shipping. 

Radio 5 live 

'•633. KW, 630 BretftiaeL 930 Brian Hayes. 
1230 The Midday News. 1.00 Ruscoe aid Co. 400 
Drive. 730 News Extra. 730 The Life and Death of 
Belfast Celtic 8.00 Arty Sporting Queetfons. 10.00 
Late Mght Uve. 130 Up All Mght 430 Extra Troe. 

5.00 • 630 Morning Reports. 

World Sendee Rado 

(i%m: l.v) 1.00 Newsdesk. 130 Omnibus. 230 
Newsday. 230 Meridan (Books). ZOO World News. 
335 World Business Report. 3.15 Sports Roundup. 
330 Foul Play. 430 -730 The Work! Today. 


Choice 

WHAT A year it’s 
been, with 
devolution, tax 
shelters, peace 
(almost) in 
Northern 
Ireland, outings 
to Clapham Common on Newsnight 
and now the Pinochet (above) 
excitement, among other things. 

In The Yfear in Westminster 
18pm BA) Boris Johnson and 
Steve Richards compare notes. 



Radio 1 

l?7 6->? 3M-S e, .'i 630 Chris Moytes. 9.00 Simon 
Mayo. 12.00 Kevin Greening. 230 The Best Mark & 
Lard Show in the World- Evert. 400 Dave Pearce. 
630 Pete Tong's Essential Selection. 930 Judge 
Jules. 11.00 Sanctified Dance Party. 130 Giles 
Peterson. 4.00 - 9.00 Emma B. 

Radio 2 

lS3-« -T.1H: FMj 6.00 A tax Lesier. 730 VWaRe Up to 
Wogan. 030 Kan Bruce. 1Z00 Steve Wright's 
Christmas Milton Sellers. ZOO Ed Stewart 535 
Johnnie Walker. 7.00 Saturday Mghf Raver. 8.00 Paul 
Jones. 930 Barry Took's Comedy Classics. 930 Love 
40 - New Balls Please. 1030 Paul Gambaccini. 11.00 
Carote by CandtefighL 1139 Ftause for Thought 
1230 Katrina Leskaruch. 3.00 - 430 Mo Dufla. 

Radio 3 

ISCLNK JMHr FM' 6.00 On Ar. 930 Masterworks. 
1030 Artist of the Wtiek. 11.00 Sound Stories. 1230 
Composer of the Week: B(zet 1.00 The Radio 3 
Lunchtime Concert. ZOO The BBC Orchestras. 430 
Drva. 1 . 445 Mu3<c lo Die For. 5.00 A Medieval 
Christmas. 530 Music Rooms. 830 Discovering 
Musk with Leonard Station. 7.00 Christmas Cocktails. 
730 Performance on 3. Prom 6S. given on 6 
September, honoured toe 6te and achwremera ol toe 
tale Sir Michael Tippett with a performance of his 
oratorio 'A Child of Our Time'. 935 Postscript 935 
Fibonacci Sequence. 10.45 Book. Music and Lyrics. 
1130 Jazz Notes. 1 ZOO Composer of the Week: 

Bach. 1.00 - 630 Through the Night 
Radio 4 

(92 4-9-t O.V.H2 rSJ. 830 Today. 930 News; In Our 
Time wilh Metvyn Bragg 930 Carols tar Chore. 9.45 
Serial: Scraps with lannuccL 10.00 News; Woman's 
Hour. 11.00 Nows: From Our Own Correspondent 
1130 Poflyarma. 1230 News: Ybu and Yours. 1ZS7 
Weather. 1.00 The World a> One. 130 Hidden 
Traastres. ZOO News; The Archers. Z15 Afternoon 
Play; The Teahouse Detective. 3.00 Nswb; A Festival 
of Nine Lessons and Carols. 430 Ward of Mouth's 
Festive Phrasabook. 530 PM. 537 Weather. 630 Six 
O'Clock News. 630 The Womers. 730 News; The 
Archers. 7.15 Front Row 745 Under One RduL 830 
News; The >fear In WestminsiBC 9.00 News: Groind 
Control. 930 In Our Tima with Metvyn Bragg. 10.00 
News; Pick of the Year. 10.45 Book at Bedtime: 
Chosen for Christmas. 11.00 The Modem Magi. 1130 
Midnight Mass. 1230 The Lato Bode Out of Her 
Senses. 12A8 Shipping 1.00 As Wbrid Service. 530 
Wbrid News. 535 Shippmg. 5.40 Inshore ForecasL 
545 Prayer tor the Day. 5.47 - 6-00 Farming Today. 
Radio 4 LW 

nsekha 9.45 - 1030 Daily Service. 1ZOO - 1234 
Nwk Shipping. S3A - 537 Shipping Forecast 

Radio 5 Live 

1693. 909H-fc MW) 630 Breakfast 9.00 Bren Hayet 
1230 The Mdday News. 1.00 Ruscoe and Co- 400 
Drive. 730 News Extra. 730 All Yb Faithful. 830 
Inside Edge. 930 Brief Lives. 1030 20th-Century Vox 
- Good Tme Britain. 1130 Lato Night Live 1.00 Up 
AH MghL 430 Extra Tane. 5.00 - 530 Bnef Lives 
World Sendee Radio 

ii&fiW-b LW) 1.00 Newsdesk. 130 Composer of the 
Month, 230 Nowaday. 230 Focus on Faith. 330 
Vfarid News. 335 Worid Business Report. 3.15 
Sports Roundup: the Best of France '98- 330 
Asastomert. 430 - 7.00 The World Today. 



CHOICE 

ONE OF Dirk 
Mage's movies 
for radio, The 
Gemini Apes 
(2.15pm R4> is 
one for those who 
can't find enough 
movies on TV Dense electronic 
sounds pad out a slimline stoiy 
about two chimps sent into orbit 
40 years ago, returning blessed 
with remarkable intelligence and 
set to bring Christmas cheer 


Radiol 

,£>T c-Sfl 3MHr FMI 930 Zoe Ban. 1230 Clive Vtener. 
230 ATOTP Christmas. 400 Chris Moytes. 1 1 .00 
Westwood - Radio 1 Rap Show: ZOO Fabio and 
Grooverider. 430 - 7.00 Emma B. 

Radio 2 

(So-*.' £MHz FM> 6.00 Roger Royle. 830 Good 
Morning. 1030 Terry Wogan. 1130 Ken Bruce. ZOO 
The Monkhouse Archive. 230 News Huddines. 330 
The Queen. 3.10 Ed Stewart 530 Christmas with 
Celine. 630 Pavarotti to Conversation. 7.00 Hubert 
Gregg. 8.00 Christmas at Bath Abbey. 9-15 Alan 
Freeman. 10.15 Listen to toe Band. 11.00 Peace on 
Earth. 1Z00 Lynn Parsons. 400 - 630 Laia Sharma. 
Radios 

fflor-sc JMHrFf.l, 6.00 On Air. 9.00 Masterwortcs. 
1030 Artist of the Week. 11.00 Sound Stones. 1Z00 
Composer of the Week: Bizet. 1.00 Lunchtime 
Concert. 230 Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols. 
3.40 (n Terra Paw 430 Dive). 4.45 Music to Che For. 

5.00 A Medieval Christmas. 5.30 Music Rooms. 6.00 
Discovering Muse with Leonard Station. 7.00 
Christmas CocktaSs. 7.30 Performance on 3. 1030 
Postscript 11.10 Schumann. 1130 And His Mother 
CaDed Him Bill. 1230 Composer of toe Week: Bach. 
130 - 630 Through toe Night. 

Radio 4 

I?: GM-c n.r, 6.00 News; Something 

Understood. 7.00 News; Open Country 8.00 News: 
Joy to the Worid. 9.00 News; Service. 10.00 News; 
Desert Island Discs. 1045 Under One Roof. 11.00 
News; Christmas Panto. 1230 News; Shipping. 1234 
I'm Sony I Haven't a Clue. 1230 Screen Test 1237 
Weather. 130 The Wbrid at One. 1.02 Derek 
Cooper's Christmas Lunch. ZOO News; The Archers. 
2.15 The Gemini Apes. 345 Colonel Clay - Master of 
Disguise. 400 News; The Queen. 4.10 With Pleasure 
at Christmas. 530 A Night with the Owls. 535 Life on 
Christmas Street. 630 Sbc O'Clock News. 835 I'm 
Sorry I Haven't a Clue. 630 News Quiz ot the Yfear 

7.00 News; The Archers. 7.15 Front Row. 745 Under 
One Roof. 830 News; Correspondents Look Ahead. 
845 Letter from America. 930 News; Christmas 
Panto. 10.00 News; Yflto Pleasure at Christmas. 

1045 Book at Bedtime: Chosen tor Christmas. 11.00 
The Modem Magi. 1130 Revealed Lives. 1145 
Chnstmas Night Mediation. 1Z00 Life on Christmas 
Street 1230 The Lais Book: Out of Her Senses. 
1248 Shipping. 130 As Wbrid Service. 530 Wbrid 
News. 535 Shipping. 540 ktshore. 545 Prayer to 
the Day, 547 Leisure Update. 536 - 6-00 Weather. 
RMflo4LW 

itrS-rtT! 1230 - 7.00 Test Match SpedaL 

Radios Live 

3o-»t 630 The Life and Death d Befest 

Celtic. 73a Breakfast. 930 Sportscall. 1030 The Best 
of CampbeB. 1230 Spotlight 98. 1.00 Up All Night - 
AI Day. 400 The Best of Ruscoe and Co. 6.00 
Gadget SpedaL 730 A-Z of EmertainmenL 030 A 
Green Christmas. 930 Brief Lives. 1030 ZOtfvCentury 
vox - Famfy Lite. 1130 Late Night Uve. 130 Up An 
NighL 430 Extra Time. 530 - 6.00 Bnef Lives. 

World Service RocBo 

LW| 130 Newsdesk. 1 30 SmaB Worlds. 1.45 
Short Story. 230 Newsday. 230 People and Politics. 

8.00 News. 3,05 Business Report. 3,15 Sport. 330 
Science in Action. 430 Newsdesk. 430 Weekend. 
530 Newsday. 530 Outlook. 535 - 630 Spotilght 
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Christmas Eve Television 


19 December 1998 J 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ZOO News (3596601). 730 Tooth Fairies 
(6993415). 745 Tetetubbies (5993057). 
Z40 Moon*) (3830569). 825 Tazmana 
(7342057) 8*30 Blue Peter (8204095) 
8-55 Sweet Valley Wgh (£283502). 020 
Fame Game (93 9 7786) 925 Tetetubbies 
(S) (9942347) 1020 News (3343057) 

1020 BaHi'iB AH I Want for Christmas 

(1991) LesSe Neteen stars as Santa in 
this famfly comedy (S)(T) (5771328) 

1125 New Adventures of Superman (T) 
(9169415) 12L4S Good Neighbors (S) 
(73736366) 1225 News (T) (36279989) 
140 Neighbours (S)(T) ©8847057) 

125 BdllAi Lassie: a New Generation 

(1994) Farzfly drama (S)(T) (7726647) 

325 Live and Kicking Mystery Toons 

Kids' special (S)(T) (5570231) 

3-45 Ullt'il The Santa Clause (199 4 ) 
Smarmy toy salesman Tim Allen is 
groomed far Santa Claus duties by some 
North Pole elves (S)(T) (181873) 

545 Neighbours (S)(T) (8734502) 

5^40 Whatever You Want for 
Christmas (S)(T) (223786) 

620 News (T) (845) 

ZOO Celebrity Ready, Stead* Cook. 

Ciitoary challenge (S)(T) (6347) 

720 EastEnders (S)(T) (279) 

8.00 Animal Hospital (S)(T) (5095) 

620 Birds of a Feather |S)(T) (366528) 

940 News (T) (866250) 

920 Jonathan Creek (S)(T) (656371. 

tLOO The Frank Skinner Christmas 
Show (S)(T| (731163) 

TL40 Christmas is Coming (S) (812502) 

12-40 idllfiB Carry On Again, Doctor 

(1969) Bedpan humour (T) (7493835) 

240 News 24 (94904670) To 6am. 


640 Modern Times (1936) 

Chapfinb last sBent fltn (784J184 

725 BdUfil Key Largo (648) Hoadun 
Edward G Robinson is holed up in 
storm-swept Florida hotel with Humphrey 
Bogart and Lauren Bacal (T) (97698786) 

945 One Ma^c Christmas 

(1985) Seasonal fare <S)(T) (8890613) 

10.40 P lb Have and Have Not 

(1944) Himphrey Bogart helps the Free 
French (T) (4565W99) 

1220 Rex the Runt (S)(T) $647453) 1220 
Rex the Runt (S)(T) (36267144) 1220 
The West (SlfT) (7728618) 

2.05 13HA1 Shenandoah (1965) Virginia 
farmer James Stewartb famiy is tom 
apart during the Civil War m $68415) 

3-45 Choir of the Year (Sjm (4560368) 
425 Cards from King's (T) (2280298) 
520 The Simpsons (S)(T) (517705) 

625 Rex the Runt (S)(T) (27189^ 645 
The Simpsons (R)(S)0) (900892) 

625 It’s a Wonderful Life 

(1946) James Stewart stars to Frank 
CapraS classic Ch ristma s fairytale See 
Choice, below (T) (79724434) 

820 Dear John - a Tribute to John 
Wells. An affectionate profile of the late 
satirist (S)m (361818) 

920 The Search for Shan^Ma. A 

fascinating film documenting historian 
Charles Aflen's attempts to prove the 
existence of Shangri-la (S)(T) (844521) 

1020 Meetings with Remarkable 
Trees (R)(S)(T) (158106) 

1020 The Moonstone. WBtie Coffins' 
classic detective story. An heress is 
given a priceless diamond - stolen from 
a shrine in India by her unde - but ft 
brings with it a curse Patricia Hodge 
heads the cast (R)(S)(T) (69645724) 

12-40 KSE3 The Haunting (1963) 
Psychic investigators visit a Boston 
mansion With Claire Bloom and Jude 
Harris (T) (256090) To 235am. 


ITV Granada 


6-00 GMTV (1969637) 925 News (T) 

(4200618) 925 Tiny Toons (R)(S)fT) 
(1878811) 10.00 Rocky and the Dodos 
(R) (S) (3262502) 1045 Art Attack 
Christinas Cracker (R) (S) (2907250) 

10.50 UIIM The Snow Queen (1995) 
Anvnatsd version of the glistening 
fairytale (S)(T) (5793540) 

1220 Granada News (6641279). 1220 
News (48732) too Emmerdate 
(97366) 120 CharlottB Church - \fatoe 
of an Angei (98273) 220 Paddington 
(77737328) 2.10 Anlmaniacs 
(17058927) 225 Hey Arnold! 

(8729340) 320 to the House with 
Cleopatra.- (1873). 420 Granada News 
(6889683) 440 Carols for Christmas 
(8440665) 425 Nutcracker (9487705). 
520 News: Weather (T) (3816182) 

545 laifrii Sister Act 2: Back in the 
Habit (1993) Whoopi Goldberg stars 
in this comedy sequel (S) (23804892) 

720 Emmerdaie (S)(T) (1415) 

720 The BUI (T) (69811). 

820 Heartbeat. Drama series. Mysterious 
events make a woman believe her baby 
Is about to de (S)(T) (54453) 

9.30 The Ruth Rended Mysteries: 

You Can’t Be Too Careftd. Crime 
drama (S)(T) (6063347) 

1025 News; Weather. (T) (737960). 10.50 
This Is Cefine Dion (T) (331927) 1120 
Christmas Glory (T) (43989) 

1220 RUrtflR Brief Encounter (1945). 
Ceia Johnson has an Hidt yet 
unconsummated affair with a married 
doctor, Trevor Howard (T) (325854) 

225 MUftl Christmas on Division 
Street (1991) Soda! -conscience 
drama (284090) 

3.50 iallfll Spooks Rm Wild (1941) 
Horror comedy (3579632) 

525 Hurricanes (S)(T) (7944293) 520 
Mumftels White Christmas (R) (9773212) 
5.55 News (9433361) To 6am 


Channel 4 


Channel 5 


ITV/Regions 


720 For Better for Worse (96637) 720 
The Magic Keeper (75144) 820 The Big 
Breakfast (S)(T) (40960) 1020 Buzz 
(50347) 1020 Eerie, incSana (S)(T) 
(9826731) 1025 Secret. World of Alex 
Mack (R)(S) (4185366) 1120 Moesha 
(S)(T) (89 27) 1220 Madson (6846637) 
1225 Ted Hughes: in Hs Own Words 
(R)(S)(T) (4406231) 125 The Real 
Nativity Show (R)(T) (4640429) 

2.05 Annie (1982) Little orphan 

Aleen Quton finds happiness to this 
roustog musical (T) (85799095) 

420 The Snowman (T) (960) 520 The 
Bear (2521) 520 Countdown CO (540) 

620 A Perfect Carry On (R)(T) (13453) 

720 Ka ro os of Comedy. A tribute to Tony 
Hancock, one of Britain^ best-loved 
comedians (R)(S)(T) (7163) 

820 Biant Bits. Entertaining compilation of 
TV cookery mishaps (T) (8705) 

820 The Christm as ItaBan Kitchen. A 

look at desserts and festive treats for 
the sweet-toothed (T) (7340) 

920 Rising Damp (R)(T) (7434) 

920 Farther Ted C hristm as Special. 

Ted, Dougai and six other priests take a 
wrong turn durtig a shopping trip and 
find themselves lost in a lingerie 
department (H)(S)(T) (6061989) 

1025 Snow Graham Norton. Graham 
Norton presents an ove r-the-t op 
Christinas celebration $62750) 

IMS David Blaine’s Street Magic (T) 

(561231) 

12.10 MWil Black Christmas (1975) 
Atmospheric horror (741583) 

220 HUMl Theatre of Blood (1973) 
Entertaining black comedy (T) (939038) 

320 MHi'iB House of Wax (1953) 
Atmospheric chiller (839380) 

525 Gagarin (2810800) 525 2 Stupid 
Dogs (R}(S) (6052516) 5.55 Sesame 
Street (R)(S) (9940477) To 7am 


620 Wind In the Willows (R) (25772453) 
6.20 Roobarb (R) $2771724) 620 
Dapple down (4451908) 720 Wtoizies 
House (R)(S) (6887095). 720 WB<^cei 
(2433095) 725 Havakazoo (6098238) 
820 George of the Jungle (7492250) 
820 What a Mess (R) (7491521) 920 
Loggerheads (7182873) 920 USA High 
£2012231) 1020 The Gods of Olympus 
(9974908). 1020 Sunset Beach (S)(T) 
(5695219) tLIO Leeza (S) (8384927) 
1125 Postcards (R) (99856637) 1220 
5 News at Noon (S)(T) (7402637). 1220 
Fanfly Affairs (2023347) 120 The Bold 
and the Beautiful (S)(T) (6886366). 120 
Sons and Daughters (87554960) 

•L50 ianfil A Different Kind of 

Christmas (1996). SheUey LongS dad 
thirties he's Santa Claus (S)(T) 

(81928786) 

320 13 it i’ll The Adventures of Baron 
Munchausen (1989) John NevBe stars 
as the braggart German officer in Terry 
GBam's epic fantasy (S)(T) (95088908) 

620 100 Per Cent (S) (2238837) 

620 Family Affairs (S)(T) (7567540) 

740 Project Grizzly (T) (3419778) 

830 Xena: Warrior Princess (2865927) 

920 l^Urtl Behind Closed Doors 

(1994) Lsstey-Anne Down is spooked by 
an intruder in another Inferior thriller 
Inspired' by classic 1950s chBef Las 
DeboTtques (S)(T) (38529057) 

1020 Melinda’s Big Night In. (2759163) 
tL30 Stags and Hens (7913786) 

1220 BJHAi Faster, Pussycat! KIHQ 

KHU (1965) Russ Meyerts B-movie 
about a gang of violent motorcycle 
vixens (S) (2033729) 

2.00 MWfil The Mgh Price of 

Passion (19 86) Richard Crenna Is 
in fatuat ed by a prostitute, Karen Young. 
(S) (7745670) 

320 Night Stand (5592449) 420 The 
Road (78212816) 420 Prisoner: Cell 
Block H (8018449) 520 100 Per Cent 
(R)(S) (7031458) To 6am 
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CHRISTMAS DAY TELEVISION 


BBCl 


BBC2 


620 Teletubbies (S) (4162835) 625 
Noddy in Toyland (S) (7988651) 7.20 
PJs Unfunny bunny Christmas (R)(S) 
(5983570). 7.45 Scrooge Koalas 
Christmas (Sj (8899212) 8* AJvin and 
the Chipmunks (R)(T) (4716941) 825 To 
Me- to Ybu (S)(T) (8270038) 920 
Rotten Ralph (27335) 920 Teletubbies 
(S) (46458) 10.00 Celebrate Christmas 
with Deborah McAntfew (S)(T) (16380) 

tLOO GQZ3 Miracle on 34th Street 

(1994) Richard Attenborough stars as a 
department store Santa to this remake of 
the 1940s favorite (S)(T) (44162699) 

1220 Top of the Pops (T) (8684477) 120 
News (79556583) 125 Morecambe and 
Wise Christmas Show (R)(T) (5055729) 
320 The Queen (S)(T) (1857854) 3J0 
NoefS Christmas Presents (5699980) 
440 Animal Hospital (S)(T) (7007854) 
4L45 The First Snow of Winter (S)(T) 
(1607B7) 5J5 News (T) (2017670)525 
EastEnders (S)(T) (8721038) 

525 Auntie’s Spanking New 

Bloomers. With Terry Wogan (S)(T) 
(930496) 

620 Changing Rooms Christmas 
Special (S)(T) (816) 

ZOO KflKI Babe (1995) The Babe in 
question is a pig who wants to be a 
sheep in tilts clever anrnatronic chi eve n ' s 
film from Austraia (S)(T) (5TI87) 

820 EastEnders (S)(T) (3177) 

920 Before They Were Famous B. 

With Angus Deayton (S)fT) (342671^. 

640 News; Weather (T) (281477) 

920 Men Behaving Badly. First of a 
festive three-part er (S)(T) (54185^. 

1025 They Think It's AO Over (848564) 
tUO A Many Splintered Thing (W2372) 
1L40 The Peopled Nativity (808941) 
TL45 Robbie WBams (539699) 

1225 jJHi'ii Carry On Girls (1973) 

SmuVntickte with Sid James and Joan 
Sims (7) (7398336) 

225 News 24 (94878201) To 6am. 


645 lilllil The Great Lie (1941) George 
Brent is married to Mary Astor but loves 
Bette Davis (T) (91394380) 

820 lJUftl The Treasure of the 

Sierra Madre (1948) Adventurers fafl 
out whfle prospecting far gold. Humphrey 
Bogart sta rs to tit s classic John Huston 
drama (T) (97767) 

1020 OE Get Off Our Tram (S)(T) (90854) 
1020 peter Rabbit and Friends (R)(S)(T) 
(9795800) 1025 Here's Looking at You: 
75 Years of Warner Bros (S) (I) (3730835) 

TL45 EQS1 Dodge City (1939) Errol 

Flynn fights for right in the Old West With 
Ofivia de Havlland (T) (15389941) 

125 Gogs - Gogwana (S)(T) (588341060. 
125 Big Hug: the Story of Tetetubbies 
(9349598) 225 Rex the Runt (142S903) 
2^45 The Simpsons (S)(T) (6380470) 

3J0 laifi’/B Casablanca (1942) Ingrid 
Bergman and Hunphrey Bogart star to 
this dassic wartime romance (5004485) 

420 Choir of the Year (S)(T) (833061) 

520 Nutcracker Sweeties. Jazzed-up 
Tchafcovsky (S)(T) (919903) 

625 KH?il Twelfth Mght (096) 

Richard E Grant and Helen Bonham- 
Carter head the cast to Shakespearels 
dark comedy of love (S)(T} (70058922) 

835 Close Up. to-depth proffe of the tale 
Ted Hu^ies (S)(T) (620583) 

925 QlMal Arena. The Bte and career 
of Brian Epstein. See Choice, below 
(S)(T) (7548583) 

1020 The Queen (S) (503496) 

1020 Dance Lexie Dance. Oscar- 

nomtoated drama (R)(S)(D (60230^. 

KL45 Inmortal Beloved (1994) 

Gary Oldman stars as Beethoven (5)(T) 

12-45 Prick Up Yaw Ears (1987) 

Biography of the playwright Joe Orton, 
with Gary Otdman (507688) To 235am. 


ITV Granada 


620 GMTV (1936309) 925 C hris tm a s Day in 
the Morning (S)(T) (1815583) 1020 
Sooty and Co Christmas S pedal (T) 
(2962187) 1120 Percy the Park Keeper 
(H) (2750651) 1125 The Forgotten Toys 
(R)(S) (9811564) 1225 The Willows to 
Winter (R)(S)(T) (7944583) 120 News 
(0 (45083545) L45 The Spice Girts Live 
at Wembley (S)(T) (4083458) 320 The 
Queen (T) (1842922) 3J0 Christmas 
Disney Tme (T) (3899908) 440 Jack 
and the Beanstalk (S)(T) (79320854) 

&45 News; Weather (T) (206019) 

620 E mm er da ie. The Dingles get a 

Christmas rriracte. wffle the Wtodsors 
must endure tragedy (S)(T) (43361) 

720 Coronation Street The Street rases 
round as Jack and Vfera stage a sit-in 
Judy gives birth to twins (T) (1458) 

820 You’ve Been Framed at 

Christmas. Lisa Rley heads to the 
Arctic Ocie far a festive ecfition of out- 
takas from home videos (T) (8038) 

820 Who Wants to be a Christmas 
MBffonaire? Chris Tarrant presents the 
quiz show to which contestants attempt 
to give 15 correct answers to win a prize 
Of £1 miRon (T) (B2903) 

920 Christmases from Hefl. Here are 
stories of sloshed Sanfas, dead donkeys, 
a festive elephant which ran amok and a 
farmer who let his pet turkey become a 
C hris tmas dinner (S)(7) (44106) 

1020 News; Weather (T) (608583) 

1020 EMI The Godfather Part ■ 

(19*9. AJ Pactop Robert De f'firo and ' 
Robert Duvall star in this enduring Oscar- 
wnning masterpiece fran Francis Ford 
Coppola, about the fife of a Mafia family 
(T) (B44401S) 

220 Emn Shout at the Devil (1976) 
7Ws Fong loud African adventure stars 
Lee Marvto and Roger Moore (T) 
(67537591) 

4^5 Movie Magic (R) (2465510) S25 
Cartoon Tree (3501846) 5u55 News 
(9337133) To 6am. 


Channel 4 


Channel 5 


I 720 For Better or for Worse (R) (31699) 
720 Max Bear's Christmas (R) (10106) 
820 The Big Breakfast (S) (3*597699) 

| 925 MlliSI SwaBows and Amazons 

(1975) ChfcrenS adventure fD (94001361) 

1140 BSPs New Frock (R)(S)(T) (1087596) 
12J5 Famous Fred (R)(S)(T) (275309) 
1225 Father Christmas (R)(T) (266380) 

US iSIfii’il Tbm Thumb (1958) Tny hero 
Russ Tambtyn out wits comic vlains Peter 
Sefers and Terry-Thomas (T) (34687941) 

320 The Alter na tive C h r is t m as 
Message (T) (1840564) 

330 BUB The Great St TriMaiPs 
Train Robbery (1966) The only St 
Trinianfe farce to colour (63609813) 

420 Countdown Grand Final (1205212) 
525 Gflbert and SuEvan (922545) 

525 The Queen (627926) 

625 Hansel and GreteL The Walsh 

National Opera's cokxrfd produKriiai of 
the Brothers Grrem fairytate (75343309) 

820 Berns t e in. Two-part biographical film 
(conducing tomorrow) about Leonard 
Bernste in (T) (8748) 

920 EB3I Remember Me (1996) Keffy ] 
McGfis stare in this suspense film based 
on a US bestseRer (IT (75499019) 

1025 UlLU The Omen (1976) Gregory 

Peck stars to this honor film about the son 
of the Devi (S)(T) (51098941) 

1220 EHB1 The Fly (1958) Scientist Ai 
Hedson shares inventian with a fly 
and becomes a monster (T) (786268) 

235 iJIfifli The Return of the Fly 

(1959) Jokey horror sequel (566539) 

325 UmM Cry of the City (1948) Two 
chflcfaood budeies take cfifferent paths 
With Victor Mature (T) (306794) 

5-20 Sigier Mario Brothers (1047794) 

525 2 Stupid Dogs (5301828) 525 
Sesame Street (9844249) To 7am. 


620 The Wind in the Willows (25730477) 
625 Roobarb (R) (37227583) 620 
Dapptedown Farm P) (44t1380) 720 
Wimzies House (R)(S) (6854767) 720 
Mikshake! (S) (2493767) 725 Havakazoo 
(R)(S) (6058670) 820 George of the 
Jungle (R) (7469922) 820 What-a-Mess 

(R) (7468293) 920 Loggerheads (R) 
(7459545) 920 USA (R) (4868019) 
9-50 Alpha Zone (S) (5999941) 1020 
The Revelation Game (S) (9306854) 

1020 lull'll Scrooge - A Christmas 

Carol (1951) Atastak Sim is u n fo r gettable 
as the miserty Ebenezer Scrooge. A great 
Story sitoertty told (T) (25057800) 

1220 Family Affairs (S)(T) (2090019) 120 
liiBchael Ratley Talking with Sir David Frost 

(S) (T) (42755980) 

225 HWflB Mayor Barbara (1941) Wealthy 
Wendy 1-Bar joins the Salvation Ajmy to 
hdp the needy (T) (9067380) 

425 UIW Calamity Jane (1953) 

Energetic sound-stage western with Doris 
Day (S)(T) (11200564) 

620 5 News Update (6286941) 

625 Per fo r man ce: Bryn Terfel (7320467) 

625 Famdy Affairs (S)(T) (6749699) 

725 Night Fever (8824794) 

820 Fort Bayard (S)(T) (6439293) 

920 UMi Noises Off (1992) This betind- 
the- scenes comedy stare Michael Caine 
and Card Burnett (S)(T) (385-C309) 

1025 MeBnda*s Og Vfight In (2725106) 

1125 f3Hi'l Russ M eyer’ s Vixen (796^. 
Meyerts ait hit (8786580) 

1225 iaHi'2 Mckey and Boggs (1972) 
Private eye thriller (2988862) 

225 fcJUrtl Sweet Hostage (1975) FJm 
drama with Martin Sheen. (8289404) 

4^40 Prisoner: Cel Block H (1662161). 

Alpha Zone (R)(S) (7928930) To 6am. 


ITV/Regions 

Mpb (US Cartmre OSnB4a 

Grampian 

As Gmada anept: UO rtews WeaSwr 
(J50835*a UO Fin: U wn& m fc Hoal Vtnng 
Chart* SManr aeeOn to <ftwr m hi kekton 
nun by HdnapfStg BvS Aafey and Ixraia r*n 
fiaA to nruJcnwi Honkigo Sw maw CM 
metes a iar An & •» Krg Oul «» nxnmc 
oomatt, tanasy bom Cramlis wtar CM 
Cdurttis a reasttfe anrivftMnani (6TVM21 »J05 

Rial Skmm ol tie Parol BXZTBSn <r* 

9nrSUyCtara (30313) BJOQ Echo PomB 
6063^1 

HTV Wales 

fa fliwW fimr spb m Careers (35CTW 
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Tuesday Television 


BBC1 
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&00 Business Breakfast (80483). TOO 
News (T) (50667) 9.00 Sweet VaDey 

Ugh (R)(S) (7814716V 925 The Fame 

* Same (RJ(S) (7817803) 925 Tetetubbies 
(S) (9071803V 1020 News (T) (8309613V 

1020 EH The Nutcracker Prince 

(Q9QV Seasonal cartoon set to 
Tchafcovsky's music iSJfD 0893648V 

11.40 New Adventures of Superman 
(7T3299QV 1225 Wipeout (9924613V 
1220 Weather Show (73862735) "WOO 
Nsws (53754). L30 Re^onaJ News 
(45T7B209) 120 Neighbours (97175396) 
225 Battersea Dogs' Home (36063551) 
225 Due South (2889532V 3-20 Noddy 
(R)(S) £702735) 320 Casper (3232T74) 
320 Chuckle Vision (3252930V 4J0 
Noahls island (3191713) 425 Cartoon 
Others (9521193). 520 Newsround 
(2085071V 5J0 ItH Never Wbrk (8871087) 

525 Neighbours (S)(TJ (629990) 

620 News; weather (T) (445V 

620 Regional News (T) (975V 

ZOO Holiday: Fasten Your Seat Belt. 

Christmas special (S)0) (6735) 

720 EastEnders (S)(T) (209V 

8.00 Airport at C hr i s ti na s (S>(T) (5483) 

820 Mysteries with Carol Vor derma ru 

True-fife stories (S)(T) (49901 

9jOO News; Weather (T) (8984V 

920 Speed (1994). Keanu Reeves 

stars to this thrfier, with Sandra Buflock 
and Dennis Hopper (S)(T) (2967T6) 

^ 1120 CeSne Dkm: These Are Special 
Times (S) (860025) 

«2JD0 BUfll Staying Alive (1983) 

John Travolta stars in this sequel to 
Satwvtay Night Fever (T) (11859) 

130 Sixteen Candles (1984) 

MoBy Ringwaki stars as a teenager 
dreaming of Mr Right (T) (93101) 

320 News 24 (542650Z) To 6am 





BBC2 


720 The Little Polar Bear (R)|S) 

(6038261) 725 Teletubbies (5039603) 
720 'fogfS Treasure Hunt (R) (1974990) 
720 Blue Peter (S)(T) (S85006V MS 
Eeh the Cat (3013613) 820 Tasmania 
(5791% 920 Animal Winter Warmers (S) 
(394209) 12-00 Tales of Caunterbury 
(51735) 1220 The Simpsons (RUSKD 
(4903087) 135 Rex the Runt (S)(T) 
(71871377) 125 Rex the Runt (S)(D 
(71860261) 125 Timewalch (S)(T) 
(8150532) 225 The West (S)fO 
(6669005) 320 News (T) (9972358) 

3.55 fayifll El Dorado (1967) John 
Wayne helps drunken sheriff Robert 
Mrtchum dean up a town (T) (93937445). 

620 The Simpsons (S)(T) (941025) 

625 Rex the Runt (S)(T) (273261) 

625 Star Trek: Deep Space Nine. 

Jake and Nog risk an intergaJacttc 
incident through an innocent attempt to 
fift Sisko’s spirits (S)(T) (279261) 

720 Rex the Runt (S)(T) (214803) 

720 The Canterbury Tales. Second part 
of the beautifuBy animated film opens 
with the pSgnms nearing Canterbury 
(S)fT) (551) 

8.00 Food and Drink. A Christmas meal 
for vegetarians (S)(T) (3025) 

8.30 Mini Mi Two Fat Ladies- Jennifer 
and Clarissa cook (or a polo team then 
go sknny dipping. See Choice, below 
(S}(T) (2532) 

920 Butterflies. Festive edition of the 
Seventies sitcom (R)(T) (2754) 

920 Agas and their 

Owners. See Choice, below (S) 
(97720% 

1020 A Woman Called Smith. (R)(S)fO 
(177171) 1020 News nigh! (T) (159261) 
1115 Brothers and Sisters (S) (843358) 

1155 liiliM Hidden Fortress (1958) 

KurosawaS enthraiSng drama set during 
the civil wars to medieval Japan. With 
Toshiro Mifune. (61395377) To 2.15am 


Tuesday Choice 

BBC2 IS full of off-beat, upper-class types 
this evening, from Two Fht Ladies 
(820pm BBC2) to Agas and Their 
Owners (920pm BBC2, left). Tonight 
the fatties cook up Christmas lunch for a 
Jamaican polo team, while the latter is 
the sort of documentary 40 Minutes used 
to throw out week after week. There are 
folk here who use their Agas to warm 
their parrots, to dry their hair and so on. 
It’s also full of interesting facts and 
statistics - apparently, Agas are made in 
IteMbrtL So now you know. 


ITV Granada 


620 GMTV 110981931 925 News (T) 
(4339174) 9,35 Tiny Toons (R)(S)m 
(1914667) 10.00 Rocky and the Dodos 

(R) (S) (3308358) 10.15 Art Attach 
Christmas Cracker (R)(S)fO (595483) 

10.45 Bill'll The Never-ending Story 
II: The Next Chapter (1990) 
Children's adventure (S}(T) (85910551) 

12.20 Granada News (T) (6770735) 12.30 
News (T) (81464) 10O Coronation 
Street (R)(T) (48822) 130 Emmerdale 
(Rj(S)fT) (80735) 2.00 Wheel Of 
Fortune (S)(T) 17087) 220 News (T) 
(1419342) 2.40 Sharpe (R)(S)(7) 

(7960 B9 90). 4.40 Survival Special 

(S) (T) (5327613) 5-40 News (888716) 

5.55 Granada Tonight (T) (8143006) 

7.00 Emmerdale (S1(T) (1803) 

7.30 The MaU (T) (377) 

8.00 The Bin (T) (2629) 

9.00 Catherine Coofcsonte Colour 
Blind. James and Bridget's daughter 
has grown up into a beautiful young 
woman but her skin colour and the 
economic depression makes it difficult 
for her to get a job (S)fT) (5193) 

10.00 News; Weather 0) (295919) 

1045 Granada News (T) (174087) 

1025 The Things You Do for Love. 

Reconstructions of extraordinary love 
stones m (2723990) 

1130 In Search of Tarzan with 

Jonathan Rose (S)(T) (956071) 

1225 UHrtB Tarzan the Magnificent 

(1960) Gordon Scott stars (T) (360323) 

2.10 The Haunted Fishtank (6859033J. 

225 IflHi'iB Ernest Saves Christmas 

(19BB) S*y seasonal slapstick for 
youngsters (715755) 

4.10 ITV Nightscreen (4468781). 520 
Football League Extra (5132588) 525 
Morning News (9406217) To 6am. 


Sky Premier 

OOOGoaxn IMS 0 


Channel 4 


Channel 5 


KdOOCocOWifBea 03*831 B4W H*» tom rB67) 
HSSIt *700 Hy Inn torn (1561 [1KB6I XLDB 
Cocoon rBBH E29B41 2J» Tta &®*»ofd Kid S 
IBM 0OB* COO Hob Anon (SBD |*2> UO Fte 
Amy Ham* TOPS 1734831 UO Hoc* C>UIH (®S7) 
(7307 «M» RanSOTl IH9QHaK5* «U»CrehDc4 

n Century (B9Q SHZ7BT) iss Bounv HuBn KI99 
(8276W 3J» - 65Q Ttw SVflMtjoarl UO 2 t«ea 
PHMI 


720 For Better tor Worse (47193) 7.30 
The Magic School Bus (53700) 820 
The Big Breakfast (14759) 10.00 Planet 
Pop (64236) 10.30 Eerie, Indiana 
(9955280) 10.55 The Secret World of 
Alex Mack (R)(S) (4214822) 1130 
Moesha (5087) 1220 Madison (46803) 

12.30 Ml lAl The Thief of Baghdad 

(1940) Sabu outwits the wicked vizier, 
Conrad Veidt in this vintage Arabian 
bights adventure (T) (40342) 

220 Frances KsseR^s Westcountry 
Christmas (R)(SKT) (754) 320 Wine 
Hunt (T) (7464) 320 Toot Stories (T) 
(341). 420 Fiftsen to One Highlights fT) 
(826) 420 Countdown (S)(T) (9515532) 
425 Ricki Lake (S)(T) (7841087) 

5.30 Pet Rescue Awards (S)fTl (342) 

620 Ted VTles TV. One-oH comedy special 
about a hideous mecSa magnate, played 
by Sean CuOen (T) (97025). 

720 News; Weather (5){T) (134193) 

7.15 idUAi The Enemy Below (1957) A 
tense U-boat drama starring Robert 
Mitehum (T) (51223280) 

920 Last Orders. Behind-the-scenes look 
at a hospital to report on the toil alcohol 
takes on the nation's health (T) (3735). 

1020 Friends (R)(S)(T) (47532) 

1020 Eurotrash Jingle Bells, Jingle 
Balls. Seasonal sauce (T) (446209). 

1125 This Bloke Walks Into a Bar (T) 
(319716) 12.05 All Back to Mine with 
Paul Weller (T) (5892507) 12.40 
Righteous Babes (3448675) 

140 IJHi'ii The Desperate Hours 

(1955) Sadistic Humphrey Bogart and 
his two cronies take over the suburban 
home ot Fredric March (TI4472) 

3*40 Dispatches (R) (99314410). 425 
Homicide: Life on the Street (R)(S) 
(4441014) 4.55 The Granny Squad 
(R)(S) (14344120) 5.10 Sharky and 
George (R) (7905304) 525 2 Stupid 
Dogs (R)(S) (9736781) To 6am 


Satellite & Cable 


Sky MovfeMax 

SMBMVIlfDVMerbB) 


KAOBMia VolKaerbl 18951 (79089**9 MS M- 
sonx TIvlkwB ma pOSWaaa tun Madia H990 
K79W tl30 Unttacou* Wd (0951 Q®Wl IflO (fed 
Proonz mu Swcmi olBav Muuln (B9S tBMCTJ 
UO Bentnd nr Ittmrtt fSBJl GU06l 9>00 Jnoora 
TI» MwM nxa B335BI UO AUi (D9S B39A 
9JH nigger Happy nsaq CKXS «130 Uawoli 

Mm two Baowbm mn maasy ttao Botw 

Utopa trari B706GW) 190 IhnpMM Uxn (036 
PE£9*q iso- «zm nwMtigjw naea fTUMMMi 


Sky Cinema 
4403D 'b YUna* R 


4JW an ■& tumr rasn (Wassn soo Om* (osq 

P3BB3lBaOHB<rtftTOfrai7M.»aOOf*l(C«t- 
wr I«q em(B& tt4S MMKta Smnn i«fl 
rOOeTTB) 155 Torn M and Harry- W*I) B3TW4« 
3J75 Tho Etg dock (0*8 (S434G941 EjOO C3QS8l 

Film Foot 

6J» T)«» 5WV aOluii P943 BJXJ JC7 

Lud- Ouh («WI B290SSa IOJDTIkCwiuw 


nm «*?s38a un sww rasn pkjom as - 
&l» tun Ban Dog r»X3 OGOCSan 

Sky One 

BiWiiinin Vtfcru 14387819 AS Games Wo« 
WS730 BJO Sna 9orta <80391 IUM Snpsara 
gQ26H 9JO Etti nm iiii Jrn (25823 UUWHaates- 
talMOKttivJDunwi (K«XJ nOO S«wnnaii 
S33CI tZJJO (Sfinoa too av, cTOur LNos 
IBEU93A UX> Sdy Jassy HaaRMI A47344SI XOO 
Jmv Jonm (TMeai «0 Baa a tatty DB56n 
S4W IMP Space Nfca (56481 &00 tfamM wtfiti O* 
Am (5W8« 030 Bum tan M36n 100 TU» Skm- 
iunn Z30 Snvsons B73S BJ>o Speed I5CB51 
&30 Spmri (4539 aoa Form ol KAn> 2 r7B93S 
«UM WOMS DaaAm Warn PUBS) ItOO Dn»«n 
'ton man TOO Deep Spas I** 60990 12J0 
(5638S1 UO - BJXJ Long Play (STO3B5). 

Sky Sports 1 

XOO£k» WuCeTBOpfifiCW) ZO V4to« (8T7SSH 
Ul Ha? I67F822) as g,v Spots Coro* 18307391 
ilu (tong nm evok aao Mmua C23S4. aaa 
Focttsl Uopa poa dJO IAH Powr JBanS) 
too Wu e3Saq. 12JJ0 Aorrtta OS6G2V t2JO 
Pooitw Pwnon Antic v asrki Wa nrnoo. zao 
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Sky Sports 3 
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ITV/Regions 


6.00 5 News and Sport (S) (6165464) 

720 Wimae’s House (fl) (6916551) 720 
Milkshake' (2555551) 7.35 Havakazoo 
(6127754) 8.00 George of the Jungle 
(7538006) 820 What 8 Mess 
(7537377) 920 Loggerheads 
(7525629) 920 USA High (2158087) 
10.00 The Gods of Olympus (9003464). 
1020 Sunset Beach (2041795) 1130 
Leeza (8413483) 1155 Postcards 
(99985193) 1220 5 News (7531193) 
1220 Family Affairs (2152803) 10O 
Bold and the Beautiful (6915822) 130 
Sons and Daughters (2151171) 220 100 
Per Cent Goto (M32754). 220 Good 
Afternoon (2106629) 

3.30 ha Ill'll The Christmas Gift (1986) 
Seasonal stush starring the late John 
Denver entranced by a time-warp town 
m the Rockies (T) (7554716) 

5.20 The Rosaanne Show (9038648) 

6.00 100 Per Cent (S) (2367193) 

620 Family Affairs (SlfT) (2358445) 

7.00 5 News (S)(T) (1330342) 

720 WOd at Home. WMtfe documentary 
about the Fossil Rim Wildlife Centre to 
Dallas. Texas (S)(T) (235462?) 

8.00 Are You Being Cheated? With 
Chartorte Hudson (S)(T) (1412990) 

8.30 What Went Wrong? Videos of real- 
life disasters IS) (1431025) 

9.00 Lonesome Dove. Last part of the 
western mini-series. The Outfit is 
shocked by thecr recent toss but 
continue into buffalo territory, where Gus 
is surrounded by hostile irtcfcuis and is 
wounded (T) (38585613) 

10.50 Full Moon Party. Report on how 
Thailand has become a magnet for 
backpackers (S)fT) (6670795) 

H.50 Leeza (1068396) 12.30 Live and 

Dangerous (S) (7674946) UO Live and 
Dangerous (S) (74703410) 3.45 Asian 
Football Show (9516323) 4,40 Prisoner 
Cell Block H (3559975) 5.30 100 Per 
Cent (R)(S) (7097014). To 6am. 
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BBC1 


BBC2 


. r.V*, 

u:~- 
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&00 Business Breakfast (38743) 7.00 
News (T) 05217) OOO Sweet V^ley High 
(R)(S) (7718588) 9.25 The Fame Game 

(R) (S) (7711875) 9^5 Tetetubbies (S) 
(9975875) 1CK20 News (T) (8378385) 

KUO EHfil FernguDy.. the Last 
^ Ra jn f oi aut (1992) Feature-length 
- ecological animalion (S)(T) (1780120) 

H40 New Adventwes of Superman 
(7036762) 12^5 Wipeout (9991385) 
12^0 Weather Show (S)(T) (73766507) 
UOO News CO (18304) 130 Regional 
News (15083 781) t40 Neighboure 

(S ) (T) (97079168) 24)5 BattBrsea Dogs' 
Home (S)(T) (86967323) 2-35 Due 
South (S)(T) (2783304) 3J» Noddy 
(8606507) 3^0 Casper (3136946) 3^0 
Chuckte Vision (3K941C0 4J0 GeTVbur 
Own Back (2W0025) 445 The Queens 
f»tose (9425965) 5AO Newsraund (S)(T) 
(2052W3) 5J0 Blue Peter (8775859) 

5-35 Neighbours (S)(T) (577^02) 

l&OO News; Weather (T) (694) 


^6fl0 News; Weather (T) 
*'• 130 Regional News (T) 


A Question of Sport (S)(T) (4410) 

Animal Sanctuary (S)(T) (B30) 

The Life of Birds (S)(T) (963101) 

The Nat iona l Lottery: Amazing 
Luck Stories (S)(T) (324526) 

News; Weather (T) (6507) 

IHilUtm Bring Me Simshine - 
the Hear t and Sotd of Eric 
Morecambe- See Choice, below 
(S)(T) (5560052) 

War and Piste (S)(T) (468217) 

HilllMfi Robbie W Mamss Some 
Mothers Do Tbie ’Em (S)(T) (22452^. 

Paces Of Islam (S)(T) ((572850) 

lailiW That Mvlera Touch (D66) 
Morecambe and Wise comedy (T) (456231) 


U50 News 24 (79110873) To 7am 


.^fU5 


-k’ .if-:-- 





700 King Greenftngers (R)(S) (6932033) 
705 TefetLbbies (S) P933675) 730 
Yogis Treasure Hunt (R) (1878762) 7-50 
1b Ma_ to Vbu (R)(S)(T) (B841675) 8^0 
Eekthe Cat (R) (3010526) BJ3S Tar- 
Maria (8234236) 9JM) Animal Winter 
WSamners (S) (312323) 12j00 The Tales 
of Caunterbury (S) (16385) 12J0 The 
Simpsons (S)(T) (4482491) U40 Rex the 
RUrit (S)(T) (506T7304) LSO Rex the 
Runt (T) ^0613586)200 Showjumping 
(S) (6357697) 2JS0 The West (S)fT) 
(40T1101) 4J5 News (T) (159«91) 

<L 20 MSEM She Wore a VUow 

Ribbon (S49) John Vltiyne plays a US 
Cavalry offfeer on the port of retirement 
ri this classic John Ford western (T) 
(79379120 

6JOO The Simpsons (S)(T) (397507) 

625 Rex the RunL More adventures h 
Ptastidne (SlfT) (629743) 

635 Star Trek: The Next Generation. 

A dust cioud caused by a crashed 
asteroid threatens ecological dsasler 
(RKSKT) «S4178f) 

720 Rex the Runt (S)(T) (660385) 

730 BeowruH. Animated version of the 
wonderful monster story (S)(T) (^2) 

8-00 Gary Rhodes’ Perfect Christmas. 

Gary RxxJesshcwvshowtDcooka 
three-course classic Christmas lunch with 
the minimum of fuss (S)(T) (8472) 

830 Home Front, Tessa Shaw presents a 
special Christmas edition of the home- 
decorating show (S)(T) (7507) 

9 JOO Dad's Army (R)(T) (4149) 

9b30 Goodness Gracious Me. Asian 
comedy sketch show (S)(T) (692323) 

tOJ5 Louis Theroux's Wei rd Christmas 

(S) (T) (258052) 

fU5 MIM1 The Sem en Samwal (1956) 
Japanese medieval adventure famously 
remade as the classic western. The 
Magnificent Seven (68799930) To 
250am 


Wednesday Choice 

BY FAR andaway the best fffofile today 
. is Brirtg Me Smsbfne - the Heart and 
Soul ©t Erie Morecambe (S^Opro 
: BBCl, fefi); a .tfyBsb aad inprrasivBly 
det^ediook at o^Eric Bartholomew: 

- Robbie Wffliams is one of the more 
Bkeabte chaps currently i nh a bi ti ng the 
; pop charts, and th e film dSary of one year 
in his tifb, Robbie Williams: Some 
Mothers Do'AveTEm (lU5pmBBCl) 

. is foil of candour nnd insight Williams is 
from Stoke-on-D’ent and h^ parents are 
onhfoidtotalk about their showman son. 


ITV Granada 


6JM) GMTV (1992965) a25 News (4233946) 
935 Tny Toon Adventures (1818439) 
KMX) Rocky and the Dodos (7117410) 
•KL20 Art Attack (B20B65) 

1050 ULULU The Wind in the WMows 

(1995) Aversion of Kenneth Grahamete 
mueb-tewed chfldrerte stories (S)(T) 
(5733160) 

«720 Granada News (T) (6674507) 12.30 
News (T) (62052) IjOO Emmerdale 
(60912) L30 Cross Wits (S)(T) (61323) 
2 jOO Wheel of Fortune (S)(T) (5762) 
2-30 News (T) (1486014) 2^0 Sharpe 
(79502762) 4.40 Survival Special (S)(T) 
(5394385) 5^40 News fT) (267526) 

5^55 Granada Tonight (T) (3047678) 

700 Emmerdale (S)(T) (6878) 

730 Coronation Street. Rita tips off the 
Duckworths about AJeds grand scheme 
Judy goes Into labour (T) f526) 

BOO Dos O’Connor TbmgW. Seasonal 
with Des and guests Joe Pasquale, 
Norman Wisdom. Jackie Mason and Buy 
Pearce Featuring music fnan The Spice 
Girls and Barry Manlow (S) (7694) 

9lOO CadfaeL Derek Jacobi returns as the 
monk who combines a &ttt© detective 
work with his clerical duties, tonight 
investigatrig a potter who has hastily 
entered the monastery (S)(T) (2304) 

10-30 News; Weather fT) (635033) 

11X45 Granada News (T) (909120) 

KX55 The Things You Do for Love. 

Drama about a lost lave (T) (2822 5 88) 

12jOO IJTOil On Thin km: the Tai 
BabBonia Story (1990) Rachel 
Crawford stare in this ice-skating biopic 
(562231) 

L40 The World Music Awards 1998 
(B4496Q) 3L40 The Haunted Fishtank 
(99383540) 4-05 Nightscreen (4866328) 
4^0 Cybernet (13035415) 5-05 
Hurricanes (7977521) 5£0 Bugs Bumy 
(9706540) 5-55 News (9473989) To 6am 


Channel 4 


Channel 5 


ITV/Regions 



GjOO Sesame Street (54781) 700 For 
Better For Worse (10453) 730 Super 
Trolls (21878) 8JD0 Big Breakfast (93507) 
KUDO Saved by the Bed (96694) KX30 
Eerie, Intfiana (9859052) «X55 Secret 
World of Alex Mack pns694) 1L30 
Moesha (3410) 12 JOO Madson (34781) 

1230 Mllftl AO Dogs Go to Heaven 

(1989) Inventive cartoon (T) (82088439) 

2-05 The Hedgehog bi the Fog (R)(T) 
(77790897) 2J5 Pat and Mat (77770033) 
2J3Q Vlfesteantry Christmas (675) 3JOO 
Wine Hunt (T) (3139) 5-30 Tool Stories 
(T) (120) 400 Fifteen to One Highlights 
(T) (255) 4^0 Countdown (T) (9419304) 
4^5 Ricki Lake (S)(T) (7745859) 

5-30 Pet Rescue Awards (7) (491) 

BOO Late Lunch Behaving Bacfly. 

Mel and Sue are joined by the Men 
Behaving Badly gang (45385) 

700 News; Weather (T) (7120) 

730 The Bear’s Tale. Documentary about 
the making of the famfy animation The 
Bear (7) (168) 


8X10 Broofcside Christinas Special. 

Greg Is filed with gutt (SJ(T) (3168) 

8-30 The Real Hofiday Show (T) (2675) 

9j00 The Confrontation. Story of a man's 
binge drinking (T) (5472) 

1000 Frasier (R)(S)(T) (35410) 

10-30 Harry tflFs Christmas Sielgh Ride 

(T) (11830) tLOO Bob and Margaret (7) 
(4762) tL30 Beg to Differ (705101) 

12J05 Comedy Lab (34297B6) 12L35 
MOBO Awards (R)(T) (900250) 

215 B3HA1 When the Wind Blows 

(1986) Moving nuclear-attack cartoon (T) 
(675637) 

3AS Ulil I Wake Up Screaming 

(1941) Edgy thrffler (7B48837) 

540 Sharfcy and Georgs (R) (7972076) 
&35 2 Stupid Dogs (2757304) 5J55 
Sesame Street (9973705) To 7am. 


Satellite &. Cable 


6JM> 5 News IS) (6069236) 700 Wmzie^ 
House (R) (6810323) 730 hBvshakel (S) 
(2459323) 735 Havakazoo (6021526) 

8JD0 George of the Jungle (R) (7432678) 

8.30 What a Mess (743H49) BOO 
Loggerheads (Ft) (7J15101) 9J0 USA High 
(H)(S) (2052859) 10J» The Gods of 
Olympus (9907236) HL20 Sunset Beach 
(S)(T) (1390007) 1140 Leeza (R)(S) 
(8317255) tL55 Postcards (99889965) 
1240 5 News al Noon (S)(T) (7435965) 
12-30 Family Affairs (Ft) (S)(T) (2056675) 
100 Bold and the Beautiful m (6819894) 
L30 Sons and Daughters (2055946) 

2JOO 100 Percent Gold (S) (1336526) 

2. 30 Good Afternoon (S) (2093101) 

3^30 laili'ii Home for Christ ma s (1990) 
Contoved seasonal weepie with ftflidcey 
Rooney giving a crafty performance as an 
aged petty thief fT) (7458580) 

5-20 The Roseanne Show (9925120) 

6j 00 lOO Per Cent (S) (2261965) 

6.30 Family Affairs (S)(T) (2252217) 

TOO S News (S )(T) (1307014) 

730 The Best of PepsL HighSghts from the 
Pepsi Chart (S) (2241101) 

84)0 Survivor. A father, mother and a tiny 

baby go out for a walk in winter in Oregon 
A bGzzard sets ri, they take a wrong 
turning and tragedy occurs. Amazrigty, the 
baby survives - but why? (R)(T) (6402149) 

SLOO laih'll Running Wild (1995) True-tfe 
story of the efforts of wieflife documentary 
mater Christine Shaye and conservationist 
John Warty to fight to save two orphaned 
leopard cubs. With Brooke Shields and 
David Keith fT) (56029217) 

1040 The Movie Chart Show. British and 
Amen can box-office hits (S) (270 2 255) 

1145 100 Per Cent Guide to Sex 
(5418633) H-45 Jenny Eclair; The 
Platinum Colection (S) (4453014) LOO 
IVWL 98 Anaheim Mghty Ducks vs 
Colorado Avalanche (S) (34208927) <L40 
Club Class (Fl) (S) (81402279) 5415 Move 
On Up (R)(S) (19165250) %30 100 Per 
Cent (R)(S) (7064786) To 6am j 
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Sunday television 


BBCl 


BBC 2 


ITV Granada 


Channel 4 


Channel 5 


ITV/Regions 


&30 Daffy Duck (3106759). 6415 The HBs 
Are Alve: the Sound erf Music 
Phenomenon (3785391). 720 Match of 
the Day (B643223) 8-30 Breakfast with 
Frost (48285). 9430 Advent Hope 
(9445198) 10J0 Life of Birds (77T7T90) 


mOQ EUMI Bless This House 0972) 
Fkn spin-off from the TV sitcom wfth SW 
Janies CD (84372) 


12430 News; Weather forth® Week 
Ahead CD (73819643). 12435 
EastEhders (R)(S)(D (6472556) 


2 DO Gml The Sound of Music 

(1965). The much loved musical Is full of 
great songs. With Jute Andrews in stereo 
(S)(D (99640020) 


445 Children of the New Forest. (S)(D 
(707933) SIS News CD (3902933) &3S 
Regional News and Weather (613136) 


540 Songs of Praise (S)(D (276285) 


520 Antiques Roadshow Unwrapped. 

A nni ver s a r y special (S)(T) (925043) 


7*0 Starring Anfcnals- A look at animals 
which have starred In films, from Lassie 
to Babe (S)(D (752575) 


505 UHtil Dusty Ermine (1938) 

Raficking British crime melodrama, wtth 
Ronald Squre (D (7942681) 


7.30 Tatetubbies (0291469) 8*0 Wham! 
Bam! Strawberry Jarrt (3150198) 525 
The Artbox Bunch (3171661) 540 Eek 
the Cat (3132193) 550 BeveTs 
American Tafls (8384285) 9*9 Fievafe 
American Tafe (7891865) 540 Queen's 
Nose (1963933) 1040 Wayne Manifesto 
(7279204) 10.35 Grange Hffl (9932339) 
1LOO Sort It (4475407) 1125 Grange 
Hffl (3678027) 1150 O Zone (3100662) 
12.05 The Simpsons (9071575) 1530 
Robot Wars (81020) 100 Top Gear Rally 
(22440) 130 Sunday Grandstand 
(50799952) 135 Ski Stnday (8132136) 
220 Basketbal (772391) 445 
Showjumping (6866846) 54)0 Cafl of 
the WDd (6504468) 


545 ia»>M Willy Wonka and the 
Chocolate Factory (1971) Gena 
Wider stars as the sweet magnate In this 
.candy-coloured version of Roald Dahfc 
fantasy (T) (50804952) 


725 Star Trek: V oyag er. Sd-fl drama 
series (S)(D (83773Q) 


500 The Royal Variety Performance 
at Christmas. HRH the Prince of 
Wales attends an evering of gSttering 
entertariment from the Lyceum Theatre, 
London (S)(D (378372) 


1020 News; Weather (D (221933) 


MX45 


CHOICE 


Everyman. Story of the 
woman who cfcgiised herself as a man, 
became Pope and reigned for two years 
until she gave birth to a baby. 

See Choice, below (S)(D (227407) 


H35 Uiltil Scrooged 0988) AsSck 
ipdate of A Christmas Carol, with BS 
Mirray (S)CD (736020) 


105 Baiti'jl The Pfight They Raided 
Minsky’s (1960) Amish lass Britt 
Sdand inverts striptease (876686) 


2.45 Joins BBC News 24 (62111599) 
To 6am. 


5*0 Earth Story. Aubrey Manning traces 
the history of Hfa on earth (S)(T) 
(571223) 


9DD Ray Mears's World at Survived. 

Ray joins the Innu at their winter hunting 
camps (S)(D (3204) 


940 Clarkson. Talk show, with Jeremy 
Clarkson and guests (S)(T) (162846) 


1040 The Car’s the Star. The glories of 
the Lotus 7 (S)(D (966391) 


ttL30 Tx. Story of haw the American soap 
Melrose Place is used as a home for 
modem art (S)(T) (202196) 


1120 


Hill (1995) Hartem 
drug dealer Westey Snpes has a change 
of heart in this bleak drama (S)(D 
(24455339) 


125 


UHtil The Shakedown (1959) 
Hazel Court stars in this bteckmafl 
B-movie (T) (7967596) To 255am 


6.00 QICTV (95681) BJOO Diggit (3756440) 
9.25 House Of Toons (7884575) 94K) 
Extreme Ghostbusters (9030556) 1045 
Disney Cartoon (3387865) 10^0 
Father Christmas and the Missing 
Retodeer (68681) 1100 Christmas in 
Omagh (79440) 12.30 Soccer Sunday 
(05846) 100 News; Weather 
(21574136) 140 Jonathan Dimbleby 
(5029943) 24)0 Granada News 
(68849575) 24)5 Sunday Supplement 
(86021575) 2435 WiW North (4482339) 
34)5 Caprice (1708448) 3^0 Murder, 
She Wrote (38681) 4 .30 Coron ation 
Street (67310) 540 Cartoon (828730) 
5.40 Granada News and Weather 
(690285) 


5.45 News; Weather (T) (847865) 


6.00 South Bank Show. Career profile of 
Petiia Clark (S)(T) (93865) 


7J90 Dog Squad (D (4339) 


7.30 Coronation Streel The 

Duckworths push their luck with Alec, 
who sees a face from the past (D (407) 


84H) 


CHOICE 


Frenchman's Creek. 

Dramatisation of Daphne du Manner's 
classic story of love and adventure. 
Tara Fitzgerald stars as the headstrong 
Lady Dora, who becomes involved 
with French pirate, Anthony Delon. 

See Choice, below (S)(T) (7533) 


104)0 Cold FeeL David and Karen invite the 
other two couples to a black-tie charity 
dinner. Feeing out of place, Jenny gels 
drunk and has a fist fight wtth Davkfts 
boss (S)(T) (9730) 


1100 News. (D (858136) 1115 Sermon 
from St Abion’s (S) 015933) 1125 
Hale and Pace (T) (679556) 1155 
Sunday Night (S) (965440) 12.55 In 
Bed with Medinner (S) 0043421) 


135 The Night of the 

Generals (1967) Peter O'Toole acts 
crazy in this Imposing wartime drama 
04052773) 


440 Not Fade Away (S) (7636217) 54)5 
ITV Nightscreen (7046605) 5.30 
Morning News (46537) To 6am. 


640 Camber wick Green £2640001) 64K> 
Frootfe Tboties (3654594) 6ulO Dog 
City (4714204) WO Home to Rent 
(5012136) 7435 Max Bear's Christmas 
(8909643) 84)5 Johnny Bravo 
(7341372) 84)3 Sister Sister (6009579) 
AOS Wise Up (8898865) 9435 Planet 
Pbp 0978865) 1000 The UfattoOS 
(33556) HOO HoByoakS (7943196) 
1240 Late Lunch with Mel and Sue 
(5734515) 145 Fbatbai Haifa (70728353) 


300 


UUtil The Mark of Zone 0940) 
Tyrone Power stars as the legendary 
Cafifomia avenge; fop by day and 
firebrand by night, in this vintage 
swashbuckler (D (358056) 


3m2B 


Uiltil The Four Feathers 

0939) Archetypal ripping yam 
sees Join Clements redeeming 
himseff in the Sedan campaign (T) 
(87354469) 


700 Joe PutoBc. Investigative reporter Joe 
Laybum helps a garage fioensee to 
investigate how Esso acts In Egftt of its 
success on the forecourts (D (579) 


800 


1 3 Uhl Toys (1992) Endearing 
fantasy set hi a high -gloss, low-tBch toy 
factory run by giddy heir Robin WflDams. 

With Joan Cusack, Mfchaal Gamboa 
Robin Wright (D (21156776) 


1045 The Ou tsi d ers wfth (tick 

Hancock. I'fck Hancock follows the 
progress of the tan soccer team duing 
this yearts World Cup CD (840136) 


1115 The Truth about Art (D (473049) 


12.20 


Milftl Trojan Eddie (1990) 
St^hen Rea is unhappfly in hock to 
FBchard Harris, the bullying leader of a 
local dan of travefers (987402) 


24S0 


laHril Nightmare Alley 0947) 
Tyrone Power stare fa this turid drama 
shot like a black-and-white bad dream 
(383112) 


440 Token King (R)(S) (3338042) 540 
Sharky and George (7034860) &35 2 

Stupid Dogs (9872537) To 6am. 


BJOO Virgin Gardeners (7169285). 6.30 
Havakazoo (4546020) 7 LOO 
Dappledown Farm (6989407) 7.30 
MDkshakei (2528407) 7.35 Wlmzie* 
House (6171575). 84)5 The Best of First 
on Five (7340730) 8.35 The Price of 
Meat - What’s the Story? (0687846) 
94)0 Stakin' Around (7584285) 9.30 
Wishbone (9346480) 10^0 Sister Said 
(7580469) HOO Daria (8715952) 

1130 Singled Out (0716681) 124)0 
The Mag (S) (58279865) 140 5 News 
(09131575) 1-20 Movie Chart Show 
(31407371) ISO Exclusive (3926840) 
2430 Farnfly Affairs Omnibus 
(06383875) 


4415 


lMW KruH 0983) The forces of 
darkness kidnap Kan Marshall's 
bride-to-be in a sword-and-sorcery 

saga set on a CBstant planet (D 
(44939662) 


74K) We Are Kindly. Last of the series 
examrjjng changes in the tracfitionaJ 
concept of the nuclear family (S)(D 
0476198) 


740 Serious Money. Becky Anderson and 
Mark Jeffries present advice on making 
the most of your cash (S) (2310285) 


8.00 ParadM in Peril. Fim about the 
wikffife thriving on the riches brought by 
ocean currents to the Galapagos Islands 
(D (5564933) 


94)0 Lonesome Dove. Second part of the 
western saga sees the cattle-drive 
continuing towards the plains of 
Montana. CaO and Gus meet an old 
enemy from the Texas Rangers. Robert 
Duval, Tommy Lee Jones and Anjefica 
Huston star (T) (08181001) 


10.40 The Comedy Store. Stand-up 

comedy at Londonts Comedy Store, with 
fan Stone, Rhona Cameron, Dave Fulton 
and Geoff Boyz (2871339) 


1115 Sports Talk wtth Steve Scott 
(4064597) 1145 Ice Hockey -NHL 98 
Dalas Stars vs Detroit Red Wings 
(31099556) 4w4Q Tibs and Fibs 
(81564063) 54)5 Move On Up 
(19234334) 5450 Serious Money 
(7128570) To 6am. 



Sunday Choice 


CARLTON’S Frenchman's Greek (8pm 
ITV, left) benefits from the fact that it's an 
adaptation of a Daphne du Maurier story. 
It also has an unusual historical setting- 
the Glorious Revolution, when William 
and Mary succeeded to the throne of 
En g land. Everyman (10.45pm BBCl) 
goes further back, to the ninth century 
when an English woman pulled off one of 
the greatest con tricks in history. Dressed 
as a man, she tricked her way into the 
Vatican and reigned for two years - or so 
medieval write rs tell us. 
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MONDAY TELEV 


BBCl 


BBC 2 


ITV Granada 


Channel 4 


Channel 5 


ITV/Regions 


64)0 Business Breakfast (95315) 74M) 
News (99889) 94)0 Sweet Vafley Ugh 
(7847044) 925 Fame Game (784001) 
055 Teletubbies (9004131) «120 News 
(8405841) 


10.30 


An American Tail: Fievel 


Goes West 0991) Cute cartoon 
comedy (S)(T) 0826970) 


1140 New Adventures of Superman 
(7172518) 12425 Wipeout (9020841) 
124*0 Weather (73895063) 100 News 
(92976) 130 Regional News (45109537) 
140 Neighbour (37108624) 24)5 
Battersea Dogs' Home (86003179) 24J5 
Due South (281286Q) &20 Noddy 
(8735063) 3410 Enchanted Lands 
(3893044) 340 Casper (3289082) 4d00 
Bodgerand Badger (T109518) 445 Alvin 
Wid the Chipmunks (5686622) 4*40 
Goosebunps (2505247) SJ0H9 Newsround 
^198599) 540 Blue Peter (8804315) 


935 Neighbours (S)(D (184570) 
64M) News; Weather (T) (624) 
6J30 Regional News (T) (970) 

74)0 This Is Your Life (S)(D 057CQ. 
7^0 Here and Now (S)(T) (860) 
BJOO EastEnders (S)(T) (9686) 
94M News; Weather (D (3537) 


MO The Clampers at Chri stm as. 

WB the parking men succumb to the 
spirit of Christmas? (S)(D (48082) 


104)0 


UlLil Wghtwatcli 0994) Pierce 
Brosnan stare as a UN agent fa this 
Afetar MacLean adventixe (D (600421) 


1135 They TMnk lf!s AB Over m 

(013570) 


1240 mil'll Un co mmon - Valor (1983) 
Gene Hackman hires some Vietnam 
veterans to find Rows in this gritty action 
film with a message (T) (684303) 


150 Joins BBC News 24 (15029613) 
To 6am. 


74)0 Wiggly Park (R)(S) (0078889) 7J0S 
Teletubbies (S) (5062131) 730 Vbgte 
Treasure Hunt (R)(S) (1914518) 750 Sue 
Peter (S)(D (0970131) &20 Eek the Cat 

(R) (S) (3149082) 0J3S Taz-Marta 
(0363792) 94)0 Arimai Winter Warmers 

(S) (2342266) The Sfapsons 
(S)(D (4528247) 140 Timewatch 

(R) (S)(D (0180773) 2J0 The West 

(S) (D (2342600) 3-55 News (9904957) 


44)0 


UMI The Horse Sokflers 0959) 
John Wayne and WDam Holden square 
up fa solid Western (T) (97H8537) 


535 Magic Meteorology. (S)(D 036334) 
64M) The Simpsons. (S)(T) (413995) 


*125 Mi L*Ua, g Rex the Run! Animated 
adventues witfi the Rat and Ks ptastiefae 
friends (S)fD (738841) See Choice, below 


635 Sflders. Sci-fi drama (S)(T) (750889) 


745 


CHOICE 


Rex the Runt. See 

Choice, below (S)(D (092860) 


7-30 Miimn The Canterbury Tales. 

Three-part anfateted version of Chaucaris 
classic. See Choice, below (S}(T) (402) 


84X1 Top Gear - Blood, Salt and Tears. 

Tiff NeedeS tells the story of the world 
land speed record. (S)(T) (8860) 


8«30 University Chalenge (S)(T) (7995) 


94)0 Watting for God. Sitcom set fa a 
retirement home (R)(S)(D 037421) 


9-50 Funny Women. Stephanie Cole of 
Waiting For God and Tenko taiks about 
her career (S)(T) (969689) 


K120 A Woman CaHed Smith. (RJ(S)(D 
(665082) 1(130 Newsnight (D (014841) 


1145 StoryvFQe - Moon over Broadway 

Carol Bunett makes her stage come- 
back (S)(D (30622^ 


USO 


■aiSlll Throne of Blood 0957) 
Kuusawab evocative adaptation of 
Macbeth in wtrfch starting Ima^ry 
replaces the language of the original 
(731445) To 240am 


64)0 GMTV 0021421) 9u25 News (D 
(4362402) *35 Tny Toons (H)(S)(D 
0947995)104)0 Rocky and the Dodos 
(R)(S) (3331680) 1045 Art Attack 
Chistmas Cracker (R)(S)(D (7232773) 


1040 


Digby, the Biggest Dog ki 


the Mforld 0973) So-so chOdrente 
comedy with Jhi Dale (D 04108709) 


12.70 Granada News (D (0703063) 12&30 
News (D (20686) 100 Coronation Street 
(R)(D (87044) 130 Cross Wits (S)(D 
(29957) 24X) Wheel of Rartune (S)(D 
(5150) 2L30 News (D 051557^. 2440 

Sharp® (R)(S)(D (79648518) 4410 
Survival Special (S)(D (5423841) 5410 
News; Weather (D (37662^. 


5-55 Granada Tonight (D (0176334) 
7JOO Emmerdale (S)(T) (0266) 

7430 CoronaUon Street (T) (228) 
S4X) The BM (D (7082) 


94K) Catherine Cookson’s Coloir 
Blind. Adaptation ol Cooksorfa novel 
set fa the years between The First Vttorid 
War and the Depression Wrth Niamh 
Cusack and toiy Armatradfag 
(S>(D ffim 


104)0 Cfive James on TV (S) (565841) 
10415 News; W oa tt ier CD (767082) 
10-50 Granada News CD 060781) 


HOO Lockerbie. Relatives of the 270 people 
kited in the Lockerbie cSaaster talk about 
the impact of the tragedy (D (SW21) 


124)0 QIMI Mr Destiny (1990) James 
Befushi has another shot at Bfe fa this 
tarrtasy comedy (S)(D (5535®. 


2-00 FootbaB League Extra (7198700) 
34)5 C3ub@ Vision (S) (9872803) 


3^5 Effia The Capture 0950) Mfaor 
crime drama with Lew /tyres (798938) 


545 Soundtrax (S) 0222480) 5-30 Boot 
Office America (R) (9842396) 5^5 
News (9502445) 1b 600am 


64)0 Sesame Street 01353) 74H) Ovide 
(86315) Z30 Magic School Bus (R)(S) 
(98150) BJOO Big Breakfast (S)(T) 
(77179) 104)0 Saved by the Bell (S)(D 
(70266) «L30 Eerie, hdana (S)(T) 
(9995803) 10-55 The Secret Wbrid Of 
Alex Mack (R)(S) (4247150) TL30 
Moesha (S)(D (7112) 124)0 Madison 
(92315) 


1SL30 


Ullfrl The Blshopfa Wife 0947) 
Beguing romantic fantasy with Cary 
Grant Loretta Ybung (D (B5792) 


L30 Frances Blssaffs Westuuuitiy 
Christmas (R)(S)(D (505) BJOO Wine 
Hint (D (0599) 3-30 Tool Stories (D 
050) 44M) Fifteen to One Hghfights (D 
(957) 4J30 Countdown (D (9548860) 
435 Monte! Wffiams (S)(D (78W315) 


5-30 Pet Rescue Awards. (S)(T) (421) 


64)0 Roseanne. (R)(S)(D (334) 
6-30 HoByoakS. (D (686) 


7J00 News; Weather. (D (4000) 


730 Undercover Britain - Drink 
Drivers. Video diary. (570) 


84M) The Iceberg Cometh. Chronfafeig the 
fraught relationship between man and 
(R)(S)(D (56JH) 


94)0 Broofcskle Christ m as Sped aL 

Triple- length episode (S)(D (7970) 


1CL30 


Mmi Don Juan DeMarco (1995) 
Johnny Depp thinks heb Don Juan. 
Romantic whimsy with Marion Brando. (T) 
(27993402) 


1245 


53HftB Arizona Dream (©93) 
Johrny Depp as a New Yorker Lrsd to 
Arizona by his CacSao-deafing unde 
(Jerry Lewis) where he fate for older 
woman Faye Dtnaway. (D (356721?^. 


2JSO Woman In the Wlnd tow 

0945) Vintage mufodia ma . 0) (453377) 


4410 The Real World (H) 03099613) 54)5 
Sharky and Georoe (R) (7929984) 5J35 
2 Stupid Dogs (R)(S) (9103880) 535 
Sesame Street P002261) Tb 700am 


64)0 5 News and Sport (S) (0198792) 700 
WfaiziBS House (R) (6956179) 7.30 
Mikshaka! (S) (2595179) 7.35 Havakazoo 
(R)(S) (6150082) 84)0 George of the 
Jungle (R) (7561334) &30 What-e-Mess 
(7560605) 94)0 Loggerheads (R) 
(75SS57) 9^0 USA High (R)(S) (2161315) 
104)0 The Gods of Olympus (9036792) 
•KL20 Sunset Beach (S)(D (BM6583) 
ItfO Leeza (R)(S) (B437063) 1200 5 
News at Noon (S)(D (7564421) 12-30 
Farriy Affaire (S)(D (2«5131) 100 The 
Bold and the Beautiful (S)(D P948B0) 
130 Sons and Daughters (2184402) 24)0 
100 Per Cent GcW (S) 0465082)2^0 
Good Afternoon (S) (2139957) 


3410 UHtil Babycakes 0969) Fat 

mortuary attendant Ricki Lake sets her 

sights at the man of her dreams. (S) (D 

(7587044) 


5420 The Roseanne Show. (9061976) 
64)0 WO Per Cent. fS) (2390421) 


64» Family Affairs. (S)(D (2381773) 
700 5 News. (S)(D 0436570) 


7410 WBd at Home. Fin about the Royal 
Bird of Britafa - the swaa (S)(T) (2387957) 


84)0 Floyd Uncorked. Keith's slurps his way 
through the last of the series. (S)m 
0452510) 


8450 Weather Front. WS we have a white 

Christmas this year? Experts ove their 
views (S)(D (M64353) 


94X) IxmesonmDovebThlrdpaioftiTerrkil- 
serfes about the great American frontier fa 
the late 19th-century. Gus tries to comfort 
the devastated Lorena and Is lads- reunited 
with his beloved Clara (D (38681841) 


KL50 


■■)"til Lap Dancer 0990) Elizabeth 
Wagner pays the bffls by stripping off h a 
se edy dub . Wtth Arthur Emmett 

(89578976) 


1245 NFL American FootbaB - Live: 
Miam i Dolphkis vs De nver 
Broncos (S) (13431377) 4L40 Prisoner 
Cel Block H 0169713) 54)0 100 Per Cent 
(R)(S) (702034^ lb 600am 



Monday Choice 


THE latest project from Aardman 
Animations, Hex the Rant (635pm and 
7.15pm BBC2, left), is disappointing. 

The Plasticine animation is fantas tic, but 
rather less care and attention has been 
spent on the script The Canterbury 
Tales (7.30pm BBC2) obviously suffers 
from no such deficiency. The pilgrims are 
modelled out of Plasticine, but their faies 
are designed in the mish-mash of styles 
we learnt to love in Shakespeare - the 
Animated Tales (another product of 
Moscow’s Christmas Films). 
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SATELLITE TV RADIO/31 
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Saturday Radio 


RADIO 1 

(97B-998MHZ FM ) 

7JOO Mark Goocfer. 10.00 
: ' vJlris Movies LOO Lisa fAnson. 
&O0 RacSo 11s R W B Chart 

5.00 Judge Jules 700 Danny 
RampUng - Love groove Dance 
Party. SOO Westwood - Radio 1 
Rap Show. 1700 RacSo 1 
Reggae DancehaU NBta ZOO 
Essential Mix on Tour. 400 - 
600 Annie Nxjhthgaia 

RADIO 2 

(88-9Q2MHZ FM ) 

6.00 Mo Dutta. 805 Brian 
Matthew. 1000 Steve WrighL 
100 Whatfe the Bleed ng lime?. 
130 Love 40 - New Bate Please. 
200 Alan Freeman. 300 John- 
nie Waftcer. 500 Paul Gambacci- 
ri 700 Rearing Music. 800 
Bee Gees ri Concert 900 
Sweet Soul RacSo 2. 10.00 Bob 
Harris. LOO Lynn Parsons. 400 
- 7.00 Mo Dutta 

RADIO 3 
(902 -924MHz FM ) 

600 On Air. 

900 CD Review. 

1200 Private Passions. See Pick 
of the Day . 

100 The R ado 3 Lunchtime 
Concert (R) 

200 Bestrf O 
300 Sprtalfielcis Festival 
405 Debussy. 

500 Jazz Record Requests. 
600 And Hfo Mother Cafled hfim 

ex, 

• Brahms. 
rOO Opera on 3. Live from 
Sadler's Wells, London, the Royal 
Opera's new production of 
Smetana's popular Bohemian 
vfllage comedy. Sung m Czech. 
Introduced by James Naughtie. 
Sofle Isokoski, soprano (Maren- 
ka), Jorma SSvasti, tenor (Jerik), 
Ian Bostridge, tenor (Vksekj, 

Franz Hawfeta, bass (Kecai), 

Royal Opera Chorus, Orchestra of 
the Royal Opera House, Covent 
Garden/Bernard Haitink. Act 1. 
SeePfcfroftfieDay. 

3.30 Interval. As a rebuilt Royal 
Opera House rises in Covent 
Garden, its resident companies 
stagger from crisis to crisis. With 
their problems so much in the 
eye James Naughtie 
vjlis a discussion about the 
possible future state of opera and 


SKY PREMIER 

64)0 Magic in the Water C1995) (52277). 
&00 Fret Kid (1996) (95155) 1000 
Siormchaser - Revenge of the Twister 
0998) (4489C}. 124)0 Magic to the Water 
(1995) (81906) 2JDQ The Vfeddng (T9S7) 
(837031 44)0 Stoonchaser - Revenge of 
l.rhlfster (1998) (98235548) 5L45 First 
K , ,1398) (17308906) 7-30 p: review 
(8906) 84)0 Fierce Creatures (1997) 
(84044) See Pick of the Day. KUM) Day- 
[ght (1996) (649884) tL55 Diaboflque 
(1996) (920161) 145 Come See The Par- 
adise (1990) (75303204) 44)0 - 64)0 
Moonshine Highway (1995) (77340) 

SKY MOVIEMAX 

6.00 Seasons of the Heart (1994) (33451) 
780 Tom Between Two Lovers (1979) 
(87132) OJO Too Close to Home (1997) 
(79529) t14M Little Bigfoot (095) 

(91529) 100 Seasons of the Heart (1094) 
(84093) 34)0 Tom Between Two Lovers 
_/ 1 <rro> -Opg a ^ sloO Too Close to Home 
,.«#>) RSfep) 7.00 Dracuta: Dead and 
Loving it (1995) (770660 &30 Action 
Heroes (4451) 94)0 Twelve Monkeys 
(1995) (99022890) WO Die Hard (©88) 
(76343136) 125 Die Hard 2 (1990) 
(51597846) 3-30 - 6410 For Queer and 
Country (1988) (546204) 

SKY CINEMA 

tlOO The Lineup (1958) (8709068) 

12410 Sherlock Holmes and the Secret 
weapon (1942) (2667T61) 24)0 Jesus 
Christ Superstar (1973) (9926161) 44)0 
The Yeflow Canary (S44) (7507B35) 64» 
Abandon Ship (1957) (9840797) BJOO 
Crimes and Msdemeanore (1989) 
(9845242) 104)0 OftSnary People (1980) 
(86944548) 124)5 The Rainbow (1989) 
(5943575) 2J00 Hoflyvrcod HaB of Fame 
(70^JSv2) 2-30 Undorwatral (1955) 

(7U <A2) 440 KBeris Kiss (055) 
(99758469) 545 Ctosa 

FILMFOUR 

6.00 GodzBafe Revenge (®69) (3483258) 
7.30 Gunbuster (5811600) 84)0 The Man 
without a Face (1993) (2972155) 104)0 
Black Christmas (1975) (8195616) 124)0 
Benny's Video (1992) (1040682) 150 The 
Harder They Corns (1973) (3246662) 34*5 
Dancehal Queen (1997) (5447858) 54)0 - 
64)0 Gunbusler (3386914) 

DISCOVERY CHANNEL 

44)0 Last of the Few (345605) 54)0 
Battlefields (8131098) MO Wheels and 
Keels: The Liners (5673906) S4K) Natural 
Disasters (2304635) 6430 Natural Disas- 
ters (2210212) 94>0 Extreme Machines 


Pick of the Day 


A guest on Private passions 
(lZnoon R3). Robert Craft is 
best known as Stravinsky's 
friend and collaborator. Their 
relationship was recorded in a 
series of books. Conversations 
with Stravinsky , and explored in 
depth in a Radio 3 series a 
few years ago. Craft pushed 
the composer into experiments 
with serialism; but his choice 
of music shows a classical bent 


- Lassus, Couperin, Beethoven 
as well as Stravinsky (right' . He 
emerges as a fine conductor, his 
own recording of the finale of 
Mozart’s B fiat Wind Serenade, . 
proving a rough and ready but 
hugely lively performance. 

Tonight’s Opera on 3 (7pm 
R3> is the Royal Opera's much- 
liked production of The Bartered 
Bride, live from Sadler's Wells. 

Robert Hanks 


•X.V" -’si 
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ballet in the UK - should it get 
more public funding, or less? 
Should it be made more accessi- 
ble to people, and if so, how? 
84*0 The Bartered Bride, Act 3. 
See Pick of the Day. 

1040 What’s the Score?. Robert 
Cowan investigates the disasters 
of live recording, including 
Beethoven's Emperor Concerto 
interrupted by anti-aircraft gunfire, 
Mahleris “Das Lied von der Erde’ 
interrupted by screams of 
'Deutschland uber altes. Plus 
fireworks, thunder and Sghtning 
and memory lapses. (R) 

1IL40 Bach and Messiaen 
Angela Hewitt (piano). Bach: 
Preludes and Fugues: No 77 in A 
flat; No 18 in G sharp minor; No 
19 in A; No 20 in A minor ('48', 
Book 1). Messiaen: La colombe; 
Le nombre legen Instants 
defun ts; Les sons impalpables 
du reve; Plainte calme; Un reflet 
dans le vent (Preludes). 
tL30 Jazz on 3. 

'LOO - 600 Through the Night 
RADIO 4 
(92.4-94.6 MHz FM ) 

600 News Briefing. 

605 Sports Desk. 

6J0 Open Cowrtiy 
607 Weather. 

700 Today. 

900 News; Home Truths. 

1000 News; Double Vision. 

1IOO News; The Food 

Programme 

1L30 From Our Own 

Correspondent 

1200 News; Money Bax. 

1200 True Lies. 


12.55 Weather. 

LOO News. 

U5 Any Questions?. 

200 News; Any Answers? 0171 
580 4444. 

200 From Ivory to Plastic 
300 News; The Saturday Play: 
The Cat (R) 

400 News; Weekend Woman's 
Hour. 

500 Saturday PM. 

500 Talking Pictures. 

5J54 Shipping Forecast 
5257 Weather. 

600 Six O’clock News. 

645 The Now Show. 

6-45 An Bf at Christmas. (R) 
700 Saturday Review. 

7.45 Keyword Matt Frei 
highlights a word from a foreign 
language which captures the 
essence of that country and its 
critura 2: Angst 1 . 

BOO The Archive Hour 
A Christmas Gander. Simon 
Fanshawe delves deep into the 
BBC to discover the lengths 
programmes and presenters go 
to in order to capture some of the 
traefitions of Christmas. 

900 News; The Classic Serial: 
Bleak House By Charles Dickens, 
dramatised in five parts by John 
Dryden. 3: Lovelorn legal clerk 
Wiliam Guppy is on the trail of or- 
phan Esther Summerson’s origins 
and gets himself involved in 
something far bigger than he can 
handle - a spontaneous combus- 
tion With Claire Price and Michael 
Kite hen. Director John Dryden. 
1000 News and Weather. 

1045 Education 2000. A forum 


EM 


which tests plans to improve the 
country^ education system by 
the early years of the next c 
entury. Edward Stourton invites 
panel and guests to discuss the 
proposition: ‘Education should be 
vaued for its own sake not be- 
cause it supplies the workforce of 
the future’. 

1LOO News; Rebel Music. The 
second in a two-part series which 
examines 1968, the year of 
protest through the eyes of four 
musicians whose songs provided 
the soundtrack for a generation 
Stephen Stifls and David Crosby 
examine how the foundations 
were laid for one of the most 
influential bands of the 70s - 
Crosby, Stitts and Nash and, later, 
Young With journalist and author 
Charles Shaar Murray. 

1L30 Fine Lines. (R) 

124)0 News. 

12.25 Experimental Feature: 
Somebody. 

12.30 The Late Story: Winter 
Stories. 

12.48 Shipping Forecast 
LOO As World Service 

5.30 World News. 

5L35 Shipping Forecast 
£L40 Inshore Forecast 
550 - 6j00 BeBs on Sunday. 
RADIO 4 LW 

(198kHz) 

12.00 - 124)4 News Headlines; 
Shipping Forecast 

RADIO 5 LIVE 

(693,909kHz MW) 

64)0 Dirty Tackle. 

650 Breakfast 

9.00 Chies on Saturday. 


Satellite and Cable 


Pick of the Day 


MUCH DELAYED by re-shoots 
which meant that two directors 
were finally credited (Robert 
Young and Fred Schepsi), John 
Cleese's much-touted Fierce 
Creatures UOpm Sky Premier, 
right) never lives up to the 
high standards set by its wildly 
successful predecessor, A Fish 
Called Wanda. The plot revolves 
around the attempts of a new 
zoo director (Cleese) to satisfy 
bis megalomania cal boss (Kevin 
Kline) by disposing of all the 


(5662890) 104)0 Forensic Detectives 
(5672277) 114)0 Battlefields (9154567) 
14)0 Waapons of War - Scorched Earth 
(7U3643) ZJOO Ctosa 

SKY ONE 

74)0 Bunp in the Night (31109) 7.30 
Street Sharks (8206)84)0 The 
Adventures of SSrtoad (42797) 94)0 The 
Simpsons (30155) SL30 Count Ducfate 
(48616) 104)0 The Best of the Chris 
Evans Show (29600) 1100 World 
Wresting Federation Live Wire (T2384) 
124)0 World Wresting Federation Shot 
Gun (61567) 14)0 The New Adventures of 
Superman (47987) 24)0 Star Trek: 
Voyager (7SH61) 34)0 Star Trefc Vtoyager 
(77600) 44)0 Star Trek: Vtoyager (69635) 
54)0 Star Trek: Voyager (7971) 64K) 
Xena: Warrior Princess (50451) 74)0 
The Simpsons 03600) 740 The Simpsons 
(9066) 84)0 3rd Rock from the Sun 
(7548) &30 3rd Rock from the Sui 
(3155) 94M) The Beast (81345) TLOO 
Star Trek: Vtoyager (32659) tZLOO 
Showbiz Weekly (42391) 1i30 The 0*g 
Easy (86469) UN) Fire (92339) 2.30 • 
64K) Long Ptay (300044CO 

SKY SPORTS 1 

64)0 Hold the Back Page (83451) 74)0 
Sky Sports Centre (B7B38) 84)0 
Aerobics - Oz Style (55529) 84*0 Racing 
News (74600) 94)0 Hold the Back Page 
(2TU39) 104M VVbrto Tfcnpto Bowfing 
Masters (49432) H4K) Max Power 
(63068) 124)0 GBstto Soccer Saturday 
(7S359S7) 5^0 Bobby Charitons 


furry animals and putting savage 
beasts in their place. 

After a few weekends devoted 
to international action, the rugby 
union spotlight is now firmly 
on the domestic game. Bath 
vs Saracens (1.30pm Sky 
Sports 3>, this afternoon’s dash, 
promises to be quite a fierce 
encounter between the current 
holders of the European Cup 
and the winners of the domestic 
cup competition. 

James Rampton 


Football Scrapbook (61258) 74)0 
Budweteer League Basketball (51277) 
94)0 Saturday Fight Night (224635) 

11430 Rugby Union Update Bath vs 
Saracens (20616) See Pick of the Day. 
13L3Q Spanish Football (32759) 2,30 
Saturday Fight hfight (24952) 4430 Water- 
sports World (39372) 5430 - 64)0 Futbol 
MmSal (B3662) 

SKY SPORTS 2 

BJOO Wid Sprits (6813074) 630 H20 
(4866722) 74H) Aerobics - Oz Style 
(3470258) 7430 Racing News (3482093) 
84)0 Soccer AM (1350118) 124)0 Figure 
Skating (4677838) 24)0 Pool (8583426) 
54)0 H20 (3250123) 5450 Walersports 
World (1460109) 6430 World Windsurfing 
(9226074) 74)0 Gflette World Sport 
Special (4806267) 7.30 Pool (1978258) 
10-30 Moto-plus (2261797) 1*00 
Budweiser Basketbai (9967345) 14)0 
Max Power (8449730) 2-00 Watersports 
World (8962584) 34X> • 64)0 World 
Motor Sport (9874643) 

SKY SPORTS 3 

124)0 Watersports Wartd (48003451) 
100 Wad Spirits (94105884) 1430 Ford 
Ftogby Union Bath vs Saracens 
(54608109) 44)0 Worid Sport Special 
(93855987). 4JO World Motor Sport 
(28049258) 7.30 Futbo! Mundtal 
(93772600) 84)0 Spanish Fbotbafl 
(65343101) 104)0 Rugby Union: Bermuda 
Masters (65266068) 114)0 MusdeMght- 
BodybLdders Championships (94288161) 
124)0 Ctosa 



EUROSPORT 

7.30 Xfre rn Spor ts (45616) 84)0 Snow- 
boarefing (77797) 8^0 Cross-Courtry 
Sking (49180) 104)0 Alpine Skfing 
(7848548) «45 BratWon (94946451). 

1430 Alpine Skfing (11838) 2410 Bob- 
sleigh (33797) 3430 Cross-Country Skfing 
(42242) 4J30 Ski Jumping @3884) BJOO 
Luge (87616) 7410 Equestriaresm (17800) 
8^30 Boxing (26258) 9-30 Supertikes 
(37345) tLOO Bowfing (42529) 12.00 
Fitness (33730) 100 Close. 

UK GOLD 

74H> Big Bre ak (2410 221) 7430 
Neighbours (51797708) 9425 Dallas 
Omntous (91975703) 1250 EastEndere 
Orrsxbus (20690451) 34K) The B9 
Omrtbus (86017797) SJ20 Butterflies 
(8795155) 5.55 Due South (1699068) 
GJ55 Canott's Commercial Breakdown 3 
(33253240) 84)0 Sabxday hfight Come- 
dy: Only Fools and Horses (13184890) 
9420 Saturday Mght Comedy: Sack 
Adder the Third (5018838) 104)0 Sanr- 
day Night Comedy: Men Behaving Bady 
(9906258) 10J15 One Foot m the Grave 
(7541513) 1L35 Saturday Night Comedy: 
The Man from Auntie (8960426) 12.15 
Film: The Beast to the Ceter (1971) Dod- 
dery spinster sisters Beryl Reid and Flora 
Robson seem unconcerned by the spate 
oi kBngs n the viage (7801778) 1^5 
Rock Goes to Colege (1354484) 2430 
Mastermind (1209469) 34) O • 7JOO 
Shopping with Scree nshop (2045730) 


HjOO Move IL 
11430 The Back Page 
124)0 Sport scaH 
LOO Sport on Five 
6.06 Six-O-Six. 

84)0 Dalfyn UK. Richard Dally n 
with news from around the UK. 
Indudng the National Lottery 
Draw. 

94)0 The Treatment Stuart 
Maconie and guests review the 
week's news. 

104)0 Late Night Currie Edwina 
Currie with the weekends big is- 
sues, including sport in depth at 
1CX3Q, and a news briefing at TLOO. 
Phone 0500 909693. 

1.00 Up All Night 

54)0 - 64)0 Morning Reports, 

CLASSIC FM 

(10 QO- 101S MHz FM ) 

6.00 Jane Markham 84)0 
Countdowa 1L00 Masters of 
Their Art 124)0 Mike Read. 34M) 
Margaret Howard. 64)0 Classic 
FM at the Movies 7.00 Smooth 
Classics at Seven. 9.00 Opera 
Guide 10.00 The Classic Quiz 

12.00 Midnight Music 2.00 
Evening Concert 4.00 - 6.00 
Sunday Start 

VIRGIN RADIO 

(1215, TJ97-1260kHz MW 
1058MHz FM ) 

6.00 Jeremy Clark. 94)0 Harriet 
Scott 124)0 Classic Countdown 
with Russ Williams. 24)0 Rock 
and Roll Football with Chris 
Evans. 6.00 Wheels of SteeL 
IGLOO Janey Lee Grace 24)0 - 
64)0 Richard West. 

WORLD SERVICE RADIO 

(198kHz LW ) 

L30 On Your Behalf. L45 
Sports Roundup. 2.00 Newsday. 
2L30 Music Review. 3.00 World 
News. 3.05 World Business 
Review. 345 Sports Roundup 
3J30 Rom Our Own 
Correspondent 44)0 Newsdesk. 
4J30 Global Business 5.00 
Newsday. SJ30 - 6.00 
Jazzmatazz. 

TALK RADIO 

84)0 Paul Ross and Sally Meen 
11.30 Danny Baker and Danny 
Kelly. LOO Premiership Show. 

3.00 Nationwide League Live 
Commentary. S-30 Danny Baker 
and Danny Kelly. 730 Nancy 
Roberts. 104)0 Mike ABen. 24)0 
- 6.00 Mike Dick in. 


INDEPENDENT PURSUITS 


CHESS 

JON SPEELMAN 


LIVING 

6410 Tiny Living (42386635) 94)5 
Tempest! (4329432) 9^5 FtoJonda 
(5164635) 10^45 Special Babies 
(1227513) 114S Living It Upl (2777277) 
1215 Cant Cook. Wont Cook (2225529) 
12^5 Ready; Steady. Cook (7763971) 
1-20 Mchael Cote (8930529) 240 The 
Rosearme Show (4177635) 34)0 FDm: 
Picnic at Hanging Rock (1975) (26187703) 
54)5 Hart to Hart (1559529) 64)0 Film; 
She Led Two Lives (1995) (9944567) 

84)0 Rescue 911 (7395390) 830 
Beyond Befieh Fact or Fiction (WB797) 
94)0 Jerry Springer Double BA (9842155) 
114)0 The Sex FBes (1566068) 124)0 
Ctose 
TNT 

94M> Get Carter (1971) (65340074) 114)0 
Hearts oftheWBSt (®75) (5139107ft 14)0 
Going Home (1971) (16145556) 2j*5 Get 
Carter (1971) (61364285) 54)0 Ctosa 

PARAMOUNT 
COMEDY CHANNEL 

74)0 Grace under Fire (BOW) 730 
Roseanne (7242) 84)0 Spin City (5722) 
8.30 Elen PS29). 3L00 Cybfi (96703) 
9410 Newsracfo (95635) 104)0 Raster 
(57987) mao Cheers (68635) 114)0 
Dressing tor Breakfast (77708) tL30 
The Larry Sanders Show (32600) 124)0 
Duck man (80575) 124)0 Vacant Lot 
(42827) 100 Comedy Store (66643) 

1430 Club Class (81961) 24)0 Dr Katz 
(67933) 2-30 Soap (46440) 34)0 
Hooperman (86407)3430 Afightstand 
(60020) 4.00 Ctosa 

GRANADA PLUS 

64X> The Sox (9598635) 74M On the 
Buses (8928W9) 7430 Leave It to Charlie 
(8907616) 84)0 HoMtog the FOrt 
(8530971) £L30 Mnd Year Language 
(8539242). 94)0 Glacfiators (2213426). 
104)0 The Persuaders (8823600) 114)0 
E Extreme Close-Up (4049890) 1130 
Jeeves and Wooster (847T890) 12^0 
Msston: toiposstole (6259906) 130 
Emmerdale (8655635). 44)0 Fin: 
Shooting Stars (1990) Joyriding teenagers 
kidnap football star Gary McDonald 
(2728242) &00 The Persuaders 
(8415242) 74)0 Mssion: toiposstoto 
(2643567) 84» Jeeves and Wooster 
(2629987) 94K) The Comacfens 
(4963426) 930 rite Wheel tappers' and 
Shunters' Social Club (8590987) 104)0 
The Odd Couple (8614987) 10-30 
Hoganfc Heroes (B62363S) 114)0 Grana- 
da Men & Motors (1825161) 24)0 Close. i 


REGIONAL TELEVISION VARIATIONS 


BBC1 N IRELAND 

As BBC1 England except: 4L40 

Final Score (2643451) 445 Northern 
tebnd Results (26392S8). 5425 Newsfrw 
(8371838) 

BBC1 SCOTLAND 
As B8C1 England except: 4.40 

Afiamoon Sportscene (792^06) 5425 

Reporting Scotland (8371838) W40 

Sportscene - Match of the Day (6157703) 

BBC1 WALES 

As BBC1 England except: 4>*0 

Ftoat Score (2643451) 4 Wales on 
Saturday - the Results (2639258) BJ25 
'"«es on Saturday - the Magazine 
W43600) 

angua 

As UfifT except: 12-30 Pirate TV 
»W56^. 14)5 AngSa News (71940451) 
*40 Airwod (8140155) 2-30 An AutfiBftte 
wthAfi Satots (42451) 3430 Film: Ernest 
S»as Christmas, riie Disney glow covers 
Varney's heredity daft childrens hero 
rfhest P. Wanrel, who started fife in US 

rv comnrerciate, as he decides to lend a 

r * a nd tafttoeing Santa on his busiest night 
^ fr • dfr. Be warned - more than the 
stecktogfii of seasonal siSness 
8ns u» (906364) SJO Angla News and 


Sport (2232987) 12J35 F3m: China 
O’Brien Martial arts death and 
destruction wHh a cfifference — this high- 
ktokerb female. Other than that itto the 
same daft story. Lady cop quits the force 
after an accidental kffltofl vows never to 
use her violent skate again, then promptly 
takes over her murdered daeft job as 
shertft and chop-socks her way to the 
finate. Cynthia Rothrock stars in a tai tale 
which unbelevably forked a sequeL 
(899876) 245 New Baywatah (6105020) 
34)5 Bc« Office America (75535865) 
3-35 Not Fade Away (6T73440) 4-30 
Murder, She Wrote (438TT17) 545 TV 
M^itscreen (9898575) 

CENTRAL 

As UfifT except: t2J30 Premiere 
«M068) 14)5 Central News and Wteather 
(71940451) 140 Early Ecfition (7350722) 
34)5 nm: Meet Me to St Lous. Vtocente 
Mnnefii^ best musical (and he made a 
few good Itos) Is a romantic recreafkxi of 
tun-of-lhMantury smafl-town America, 
cSvided toto four seasonal se^nqnta. 

Each is introduced by ffflgreed 
photographs oi the pickM-fetocad htsusa 
to which the affectionate Smith famBy 
fives. Mary Astor and Leon Ames are 
mom and dad, but ift the daughters - 


Judy Garland and Margaret O'Brien - who 
steal the show. Especially when Judy 
croons Have Ybursetf A Merry Little 
Christmas to her kid sister and young 
Maraaret efistraught at the prospect of the 
family moving from their beloved home. 
ircsremorBOusly trashes trie front garden 
snowman. (95983074) 540 Central News, 
Weather and Goals Extra (2232967) 3-55 
Jobflnder (3797223) 54)0 Spottght Asia 
(79594) 

HTV WALES 

As LWT except: 1230 Playing for 
Time (24068) -L05 HTV News (71940431) 
140 Movies, Games and Videos 
(97149971) 240 Bugs vs Daffy: Battle of 
the Music Video Stars (86T26074) 240 
FHm: Ernest Saves Christmas (S817155) 
415 An AucSence with AB Saints 
(7307W) 540 HTV Wales News 
(2232987) 12.35 FDm: China CTBrien 
(899376) 245 New Baywatcri [6105020) 
3J0S Box Office America (75535865) 
34)5 Not Fade Away (61784401. 4.30 
Murder, She White (4381117) 5-25 (TV 
Mghtscreen (9898575) 

HTV WEST 

As HTV Wales except: 1230 

Sportsweek (31068) WO No Naked 
Fibres (97149971) 240 Moves, Games 


and Videos (861260M) 540 HTV West 
News and Sports Results (2232987) 

MERIDIAN 

As LWT except: 1Z30 Dinosaurs 
@4068) 14)5 Meridian News and 
Weather (71940451) L40 Airwoit 
@140155) 2-30 An Audence with Al 
Saints (43151) 34JO FHm: Ernest Saves 
Ctvistmas (997616) 545 Meridian News 
and Weather (2340906) 12415 FHm: 
China O'Brien (B99876) 245 New 
Baywatch (6105020) 3.05 Box Office 
Amata (75535865) 34)5 Not Fade 
Away (6178440). 44)0 Murder, She Wrote 
(438WI7) 5-25 I TV Nightscreen 
(9898575) 

WESTCOUNTRY 

As LWT except: 12430 Movies, 
Games and Videos (31068) 1415 
Ulfesfcountry News (71940451) LAO Bugs 
Bursty Christmas Marathon (75225635) 
3425 Film: Bionic Showdown Six Itfflion 
Dollar Man Lae Macro teams up with 
Bionic Woman Lindsay Wagner in a 
hackneyed attempt to resurrect a couple 
Of OW TV hits. (86120890) 54)0 Cadte 
Capers (2245451) 540 Weeteountry 
News (2232937) 12-35 Ftfm: China 
O’Brien (899876). 2.15 New Baywatch 
(6W5Q20) 34)5 Box Office America 


(75535865) 3^5 Not Fade Away 
(6178440) 4-30 Murder, She Wrote 
(4381TT7) 5-25 ITV Mghtscreen 

YORKSHIRE 

As LWT except: 12.30 Dinosara 
04068) 14)5 Calendar News and 
Wfeathar (71940451) 54)5 Calendar News 
and Weather (B273242) 540 Scorafine 
(2232987) 

TYNE TEES 

As Yorkshire except: 14)5 North 
East News and Weather (7(940451) 54)5 
North East News and Weather (8273242) 
540 Fufi rime (2232987) 

S4C 

As Channel 4 except: 54 )5 

Newyddon A Chwaraeon (35967703) 

540 Y Ctwb Hygbi (59386155) 7^45 
Newyddon ^5348277). 84)0 Noson 
Lawen PT715109) 94)0 Chwecflau 
Caargaint (56592797) 9 J5 Streetmate 
(tow 0600) 104)5 Eurotrash (68462285) 
10-35 Rock Babylon with Graham 
Norton (72971797) tL40 Fortean TV 
Xmas Files (75^426) 1240 About Love 
and a Fly (B3540488) 124MJ Flhv. Lou 
Reed: Rock TV Ron Heart (94120488) 
24)5 FSm: Kiss Of Death* (91333391) 
3-45 NYPD Blue (91485575) 4L35 Ctosa 


PROFESSIONAL CHESSPLAYERS 
Association (PC A) world champion 
Gary Kasparov breezed through 
London in the second half of the 
week, dispatching opponents in two 
simultaneous .exhibitions to the 
tune of 36-0. On Wednesday night he 
took on 24 teams at the Berkeley Ho- 
tel to raise money for the Kasharon 
school for special needs; and, with 
the teams of up to five players con- 
tributing as much as £5,000 per 
board, was able to raise more than 
£75.000 in the evening. 

On Thursday he was in action 
again, la unchin g a new Internet- 
based service. Play Games Now!, for 
the BT games network Wireplay. In 
a presentation before the main 
event BT's head of Intellectual 
games, Keith Silver explained that 
the service, whose internet address 
is http://www.wireplay.co.uk, will 
comprise four major areas: back- 
gammon. various mind sports, 
bridge and chess. It will be possible 
to play online, to chat and also to 
receive tuition 

The chess part of the venture, 
programmed by Mark Levitt, who 
has represented South Africa at the 
Olympiad, is connected to Malcolm 
Pern's shop Chess and Bridge. And 
it was Pein himself who comment- 
ed as Kasparov took on three teams 
of journalists, players from the 
Mind Games network and juniors, 
in four relays. 

With just the three 15-minute 
games at a time and playing White 
on ail boards, you could hardly sup- 
pose, though, that Kasparov 
wouldn't inflict another wipe-out; 
and while the juniors in particular 
- Thomas Ren die, Gawain Jones, 
Murugan Thiruchetvam and David 
Howell - did all fight gamely, all 
hands went down again. 


In contrast to bridge, chess is not 
a team game and certainly not nor- 
mally played in consultation. So it 
was tough for the teams on Wednes- 
day and panic often set in as Kas- 
parov loomed towards their boards 
and a decision had to be taken. 

One of Kasparov's best perfor- 
mances was against one of two 
teams from The Times newspaper. 
The team were unlucky to end up 
in a slow strategic game - much bet- 
ter to complicate if possible - where 
Kasparov got a big space advantage 
and two active bishops. When 
‘Times A" allowed the tdngside to 
be blocked, Kasparov had all the 
time in the world to stroll his king 
over to the queenside and mop up. 

White: Gary Kasparov 
Black: Times U A” 

King's Indian Defence 


1 d4 NfB 

26 Bc7 Be7 

2 c4 g6 

27 Nc3 NfB 

3 g3 Bg7 

28 Bdl h5 

4Bg2d6 

29 Ba4 N8d7 

5 NO 0-0 

30 Bc6 Kg7 

60-0 Re8 

31 Kg2g5 

7 Nc3 C6 

32 f3 Kg6 

8 e4 Bg4 

33 g4 h4 

9fa3Bxf3 

34 Ndl Kg7 

10Bxf3e5 

35 Ne3 KfS 

11 dd c5 

36Nf5Ke8 

12 Be3 a6 

37 Kfl Kffi 

13 a3 Nbd7 

38 Ke2 Ne8 

14 Be2 Nf8 

39 Ba5 Nb8 

15b4b6 

40 Ba4 NfB 

16 Rbl Rb8 

41 Bc7 Nfd7 

17 Qa4 Qd7 

42 Kd3fi> 

IS Qxd7 N6xd7 

43 Kc2 Kf7 

19 Rfcl Kh8 

44 Kb3 KfB 

20 Na4 Bf6 

45 Bc6Kf7 

21 bxc5 bxc5 

46 Ka4 Nzc6 

22 Bd2 Rxbl 

47 dxc6 NfB 

23 Rxbl Rb8 

48 Bb6 Ke8 

24 Rxb8 Nxb8 

49 C7 Kd7 

25 Ba5 Nbd7 

50 Nxe7 1-0 


BRIDGE 

ALAN HIRON 


ITIS all very well making a “pres- 
sure’’ bid - one that forces your 
opponents to make a decision at an 
uncomfortably high level - but. 
having done so, it may be necessary 
to find an accurate defence if they 
accept the challenge and bid on. 
This deal is a good example of 
what i mean. 

East opened One Heart and 
South overcalled with One Spade 
(double would have been a fair 
alternative). West bounced to Fbur 
Hearts, leaving North with a guess. 
As you can see, Fbur Hearts might 
well have foiled but North who, if 
he had been given a dear run 
might have only raised to the Two 
level speculated with Fbur Spades. 
AD passed and West led ^'A which 
Blast encouraged with his king. 

Declarer ruffed the heart con- 
tinuation and led a trump to the 
ace, seven and two. As another 
heart would concede a ruff and 
discard. West tried 43. South won 
in hand and led another trump, 
shrewdly putting in the ten when 
West showed out (Playing the king 
would, oddly enough, have led to 
defeat as East cannot now be pre- 
vented from scoring two trump 
tricks by playing another heart 
when in with 4 Q.) East won the 
ten with is queen and tried a third 


Love all; dealer East 
North 
♦ K 107 
«?9 3 
0QJ64 
+Q8 72 

West East 

♦ A * Q 4 3 2 

TA8762 ‘vKQJ 10 5 
•>7 5 2 OKS 

+ 10943 +J5 

South 
♦J9S65 
<?4 

OA 109 3 
+AK6 

round of hearts but declarer ruffed 
with dummy’s king, finessed suc- 
cessfully in diamonds, and drew the 
outstanding trumps. 

Did you spot the winning 
defence? West should not have 
worried about the ruff and discard. 
His partner's +2 on the first 
trump suggested a four-card hold- 
ing (he could have petered with 
three), so another heart when in 
the ♦ A would have proved effec- 
tive. Wherever declarer ruffs and 
however he plays, East’s trump 
length is enough to defeat the 
contract. 


Concise Crossword 


No .3798 Saturday 19 December 


ACROSS DOWN 

I Glossy (5) 1 Gives calming drug (7) 

4 Lazy worker (7) 2 Become liable for 75) 

8 Propriety (7) 3 Men's underpants (1-6) 

9 Wood-nymph i5) 4 Taste (6) 

10 Italian city (5) 5 Inspectionofaccoums 

II Open framework (7) (5) 

13 Sentimentally pretty (4) 6 Driver’s accessory (3-4) 

15 Sensation (6 j 7 Line of hilltop (5) 

17 Source {61 12 Long time (4) 

20 Teenage rash (4) 14 That which (4) 

22 Hard rock (7) 16 Loss of fluid (7) 

34 Caper (5) IS Nuclear installation (7) 

26 Collect (5) 19 Plane fuselage (7) 

27 Hold spellbound (7) 21 Mortar (6) 

28 Stop (7) 22 Seize {5) 

29 Short poem (5) 23 Question (5) 

25 Linger (5) 

Solution to yesterday's Concise Crossword: 

ACROSS: 1 Boo, 3 Phase (Buffets) 7 Anaconda, 8 Daub, 9 Serial number, 
1 A Assail. 12 Finish, 14 Telephone hot, IS Sob, Id Ice-cream. 20 Elegy, 21 Eai. 
DOWN: 1 Bonuses. 2 Occur, 5_ Plain, 4 .Abdomen. 5 Elude, ti EntaiL 1 ] Av- 
erage. 12 Finger. 13 SextanL 15 Elope. 16 Hairy. 17 ELirge, 








% g; s^oa. 

■flip it 

SlgS-i-aS 


~S C -* 2 I 
'£ S off 

5 “ 3 3. 
— ia 3 o 

S o«< 31 

sfgg 

ftta 


= 1 ;?™ 
, CD ]? CD 3 

n 5,0 o 


o w 0.5"" 

S ff© o 
Segsg^= 

: SS=S| 

■«■ & 


ggfl 

c S 3 o 

-"Ilf' 

■5= I 


•g s s o j 

E.n- d »■ 
«n uj 5 

M I 

* B Sff 

§5° = 

s?r B 

CL 


» S3 3 
Q *■*“ to 
co at * 

«§» 
55 : 5 hh 

ftS* 


3 0 ts 
— » k* 

® r££ 


8.9*8 US 

! - 5 5 §-o 3. 5. 

®* & < “ a 

» 2.!= 3 3 

afsis 


S“S 

pSg 3 
cr£,ori 


8.858. 

“I s B 31 S.B. 
" 2 2 ff» 

5=5.' 2 © 5 ff 
5-f |g.3 » g 

I »kl 

ET o &3 


<s3 rctTMcro <3i 
■S' BSossag-? 

s&gh*s?£s 

O & § k-3 ft 5» “ 00 ® 

3 3 Prt< 5 o 5 ©_ o a» 
^ffcra 00 3 2 
g^ffs® Strs nS.! 

'■% B® &5 o*° 5 * 5 ' 
8 Ml *3 i » “ 3 8 ! 

ogvs rr - 2 S 15 01 
MffO QQ 3" ^ O 2- C 
- ■ C S ffi o 0 ff 3 ! 

(D M *•*> 


nag'D’ 

S-<1> 

&C nor 1 

JjfSf 

s-J-fgg> 


« g-g kb 3 j 

UllirM 

o’ ro agap ^ o 

° 2.3 S3 g &§ 

5° 3°i» E.g 2 


IIHIII 


S a ® o o’tr< o „ 
Si- — ■ 5 : «■ -i a 4 *2 45 

o’ a asap & g 

° S>^S3 g £3.5 

S® a®P Eg* £2 

0 is f§* 


“ C-* O ETffl -r 
0 b ao5 „n < 

lllflfl 


E® 2 a 

a> ® 3- 


2 B ffv* 
o. =■» 

i?l8. 

K SSo 

o » o 2. 

gsSs. 

"‘CGii 
a w 
a. 

«§ 


n °2 B*Jg 
? 2 5* s’!; 

©. =: ff ff w 3- 

§‘§a^‘S 1 i 1 

& 3 §‘S ; “g 

ng§ — ff ® 

se=S!.i 
S-^s ^2® 
g.^3-i§«g 
E^l-g-iS. 

at ® S 

era ^r 


f20fr> 

-wa-S’E’i.S 

fslss'^ 

g§s,Iag 

O.W n =50 
-2 5- Jc 
■=§" 

& 


n 5 <1 d ram i 

r&sl«&Sg.li 
b ® s M d 2 s- < ” ! 
■m ~=ro 0*5 £ 2- ; 
! S 3 o-o >gag UTi 


.3 at opt) 
3.3 ^5 m 


r X Q sr&rfi LL ^ f 
> g & =«^ Q,«< g t 
; ff 5 - a ^ s s- 2 . s 

*l«ill|i 

; ff a re ^ - dff : 

Lm 2 cof 

7 S . *^5 O m S 
33 *5 ffo S c 
03 — — X 

® ® CL 


■g.’£:5 2.*^ 

2 et© 3"a 

m £Q m fh •—* 
!|“||| 
2 _§ a S'- 

tTUi & < 

1, ® C. s 2 
2 j o 2 a 

a|&» 

r*SS fl) 


e’H.caff E 

2 p m“g 
“ ETC 

sffi ss- 

woo a- o ® 

. £ 2 3 

5’ ■ rf 3 c 

< iS rn 


§ o ©a 
C_| < _ M R» S* 

2.8 EE 3 & 


ffSff 


3* 2. 

Ssr f 

S as 

2 d O' 

A S3 


al 3 18 |. 
gflSSS: 

g 3£|" 

P 3 


P3‘8 , f 

g _ CO 

^3 

!" S« 

at S 

; ffi. a a 

■Mss 

g at a 

a ■ a 

« d at 

ff 

|ff 

"s ff« 


» 2 an *-b 3 w a g-®*a cj o o-a 

^ililliiilfl^lf 

R cr£ S 3 P* ^ ej ®S b-h Pc 

5 |§tt^c ? £‘ Pr ’a S-^J" 


sg"» 

« | g* CD 


si e J 3 S*cr 

SB. or 9" = 

■?c -si" 


■ to ! 
o ® H ; 

g ! 

ntJ ff 

a O ® : 

tfli 

|tii 

W m r-i 

l|u” 

0*S » 

O n 

|t s 


rooQ b 

kag 


■g s % ag. 

fsrisil 

'til'll 

.g 1.3 Is 

toes'* 3 g- 

Is § s| 

S3 ® ^ 


S2o 

OS ” a 

2-§ £"£- 
3. c. (=■ E 

m o < O 

a 3 3 s 

o^“< 
“ 2/< 3 

33 


a 2 5 ° P 

||!lf 


ii&ii 

^11° 

& 


lt|I„. 

'8 s &a^ &s 

1 3 5?n ? a 

ilaffo *8 

: g;sa|?S®| 

S a E- = S'° Er 
g S s m O o _ 

J. “ 3 &B’3 ff 

&a ^ a g: « ® 

0 “ a ® |Sg 
38 51 5 

«= E * o 


| > 


i £ 

f P 

B W 

i w 

C/D 



sa?2 £■ 


gaisa. 

ISJS:* 

p ® 2 o w 

s. 8 »* o- i. 

Ig5£ff 

® gig 8 - 
ZJ fg£. 

a S- E » a. 

re ^ ^ 525 o 

s e o 2s 

1 1 Its, 

& re ou a - . S. 

™ cn “ ® 2 

CDQB-ga 
o o 3 01 -■ 
S e.s =*J5- 

B 01 3 o < 
“ rt £.# 

f 2 “ 5? 
— ^ 3 d “ 

2, « S’ c. OB 
£ E a g- « 

a ff 2 2.9 

3 >|| 

§ P 


' & g 1=3 f d 

isfiP 

■a M a. a ^ 30 
“ £ 1H 
~ 5. S cc - a 

■r a =■ re 53 Rl 
= ££§:§> 
5 5?-S a?B 

^1^3 “5 

3 da a 3 "i JS 

re b- 2 re st W 

loSffffg 

g-S-S-sli 
s?!® s £8 

Stf8|3 

» 2 £■ g a |- 


-p3 s 5 £ 

S l-g g-l g 

l»ll I 

^ <K * 


2.ofTlP] 
S= =r a ® o pa 

s 1 □§ |g 

CD re re P.H 

^§0, 
•aB g-a-S-C 

® s ° ag g 

||o SS2 

8®. iif *■ 

■ g^rega 

4*3 Sr 

o|l“=i 
w w 3 a 3 

g-^iSo 

iHSf 

x: a ta IC 
□ (D ■< 3 B 

“ ~ CT ® 3 

lliff 

O M Qi 3 _1 

isgsg 

£ CD “n 05 

I® ® ®i 

§3- 5- -5 


fflf 

i#a 

| j: a- 

Si® 

sf? 

mo - a 

*< pg 
“ ai 3 

« a | 

3 Iff 

Dim" 
*sl 5* a 

3 o 3 
o S 

*ffi 

03 n 

g s 

a 


5 Ifgs* 

1 fiH| 

f nn; 

® SfB 1 ? 




s S-fSsg- 

_ 5 ® « o 2 

on Q.TJ =r "T 3 

2 l?2 o a 

1 fills’ 

^ o 3 3 a 

5^ S 3 « § 

till! 

Sis|| 

£>g-Q.^a 

lifsf 

s|gs| 
^^3 s 

a 


«■§ ® H 

s|s? 

-Nl B © 

s 

3-|8 

3£b* 

Sis 

P 55" E 

|i$ 
f ■ > 

III 

i|I 

ai* 

3 bo 

A m □, 

3R-® 

^9:5 
M3 § 
^T® re 

3 ?® 

li 

to 


3J1 


|1* 


ui u = 

®Sg 

f-G'V 

0 -& 5 ! 

Pr> 3 

y i® 

O'" 


® 3 O 

«-■? o 


1 5 Ai S' 
! s pg 

r!j- s 

m y p 

t|Il 

L i!| 

ts=° m 

r "ii 


f§S 

l|z 

a °i 

s ® g 

?»; 

© s ff 

^ ® ? 

IP 


3S? 

ill 

3a" 
oj ® I 

■ 5 * q:o 

CL C 
at M 
>< 9 

S t* 


IS 

IS 

© 1 

ag 
c 2 

11 

i* 

3 9 

at 

CD 

a 


0 



3gE| 

Ss =•< 
® 

a 2 » 

3 ® 2 

c. 3, s 

si; 

JcB 
c- < e 

•< £"3 

o=® 
c<a 5 

CD ® SSi 

i i§ 

3 1® 
m §| 
_£® " 

5 3 Q 

«~S CD ® 

ffi re 
c_ o 


o to Ji 

O ffl J, 

"O w — 
o CD 0 

S|tf 
^ o ff 

Q" CD 0 

"i 

Q CD O 

on® 

ai □ < 

®o| 

» 3 I 

t3 ® = 

o - at 
-oj 

|fiff 

3ffl 

■2 m = 

St 

3 ^ 


® Ifl C/3-fJf 33-=£ ^ Wffi z 
J L 3- S D) ^ MB S'© © 

®:«g §Q.JSS1S| 

s coca ga 


**Sfc*S'gSES 

in p i 

§*»■?* ff Sg 3 1 * 


3 &2« 




i'lgiSla^s 

?s° g |8^ 

g 0 5j-5 

Co CL' - ' 


8 ?3$0 

a. < ® n £ 

o-| 

f i s a ® 

CD « C o (« 
~N 

cn^a^Ol 

^«o3B 

■s-g =^.0 

lipi 

Joii ■>j'S5 ff 

■ j-wo® 

S-3o» 

9Qbg 

IfS^ 

(B S =l?l 

£ S a 

w s=o 



S s“s 


E.'g. W 


s*3S 5 re' - < 

-aSi-S-SE 
, s s rf re = rt 3 ao 

a ^g-c o-E"-^ > z 

S§ ||if flj 

a a: :_®S — swX 

5 t ^." 2. 2 I 5 O 


55=0 d 
gS£? 
3 § o'® 
3 3 2-o 

ro CL-o re 

i3?i« 

3 ® =i a 

ff- a 
BEffS 
gs^i 
|a§ 3 

■$=* 3- re c 
_i to ® q. 
o’ < ® m 
MO f)S 

IS 3 E.j 

® ® 3 I 

O dl S 

9 O XT 
< d- ® 
a © , 
Q. S c 

^ m 


jjta 

ffSffff 

g £la 

o ®T3 o 
^ -.£ © 
S.® — n 
« o' S 
to®, c 2 

® p f 

rSfff 

c 3 'S cr 
ff®-o 8 

a,°-o 5 

g.U| CD 

■ 3 p -J 

l“«D ® /— 
P J- 3 J= 


f SisB 

2- S S otQ 

itl#| 

q° gaz 
^3 = 0 o 

S “ o 

s§la5 

iSS- 

3® Ib 
°g-§-5. 
ti)3q; 
S — 

® ff® 

IS 

IISJ 

rlffi 


jT pi 

o u. 

o u 


SfX 
re g u 

f«£ 

0 

31 = 


Sgg. 

□ 8 
® ^ 

oF 

3 

_ x 

Si 

Xco 

£3 

o at 

TJ _«. 

rn o 
3 3 

a 3 


o"a 
S ® 3 
re m Zj 


O fflUU 

® s o 

g*2 a 

*< o m 
Q. ^ 

cr c jj 

TOO© 


Si’s 

S 3 ® 

n * 

cd re cn 

•Sg 3 

SB CD 
N® 
re 3 
3 © 
=± UT 


3 3 S-S «>H 

o ® 

§ Sre igg 

*^g F S 

aslgl 3 

2 Is-i-ff 3 

Cx-XSDQ O 

^ 5 i-el 

C 1 — CL= & 5 

ff® 

■’QosJ' 

3 i ? ® § o 


2 ® — 3* TvBf 

f-ff 

o^-d o m gj 
« O _ a> fe-Ea 
a w o — 

® re to ® * 

G"D o 3 to ? 
ff Q . 0 5T ra B 
SlHD 0 )r 

„ ff 3 3 CB 

® re Q- cl cd £■ 

3 c o --■s-O 


? ^ <3 3 ? 
£ ® ® a ° 2. 

© o Q ff 3-° 
S a s 

|3?® o < 3 

3 4 -n S 1 3 

jl 5 o'® 2 S 
SQ = o ^-g. 

l-o 3 

Ilf li a 


J C re —.-r-'g 

o p ~c S ‘ 
© ff a ® — n 

£<)□ = 3- B 

ff^ffl 1 “« 

O m 

£ ®tg 2 o S. 
® a ® t 

3° S 

3 ® £.< a, s 

m © < ^ m 
OJ% O CD CD 2 

2-H^lS® 

■pi zr g -J' q. 
■ © O « ss “ 
re 3 o ff 

t3 a T3 2 

at a ^ = 

re «< 5 

S. a 


M mes epa 

3“ fflO)£COQ 

< ii^si 

I Hi Si 

3 si 1 18 

3 ||i|| 

“ ff ff a-! -n 

$ 33|!a 

re ^ § 3 
re ^ re re o 
Z. — < o 

if|jr= 

®«3 

CD O ff ® 

P S | • 
re cd 


f if 

„ CO B 

tiff 

■5§g 

CD« * 

sbS 

■0^5 

jo M M 
. at 7* 

000 

#10 

g?“ 

9: — O 
021 
Don 

tSu 

CD TO <_ 

e± 

m®o 
KJ — < 

9 gf 


— Elg 

III? 

t a-r 1 3 = 

»iI 8 

I&-I 

re re © 5 

SRo *■ 

35"!! 

3^3 | 
ra 3- ® g 

m* 

o rr re £ 
3® 5 3 
^ at 2 ® 
m ® c 

if» 

a 5 ff 
S © "P 


^ o c (j c sr*a 2 . 2 > 
® 2 2-2 
3. e. cn" re I 5. “■§ 3 ? 

g I 2 S 8 5-^S€S 
-® § 5 |7g 4 = 8-5*3 
®r^i Sas-c-o 
*rt Be.“ 5.5 (0 g Z 
© 09 g.g^ 

SO ff g re —ff’S-re esw 

aS-ffg ■ 52 . 55 ^ 

5-^5i. i as g.3 

"3" 8 9 


Z°SP 
5 — ® E! 
S 3" ffE 
- re ff r: 
re 

5 ||* 

H«® 

3 

4 re O 
ffl-CJ 
a. re cn W 
tj ® ^ 9 


re o. re HI 
3 o 3 = 
to o iff 
acoB 
_ 3 3" a 

3 ® ° o 
Sff £■ V 

« re © 1 

K* o® 
ffl" -• 

o re 
“ Z — 


3® « “ 1 ® Sag 

? S?2 opiP* 

o § §■“ ffl u 
/-%*©. 3 = cd 3 3 


&Z, Srfi-gS 

2 | 3 2^® 


o iff ff® 5 



® =35 

CO B 

®i|' a 

o2 □£ 

2re § 3 

r’O^S 


3 . re ® 

D rl 5T 

re 4 1 3 

:®p 

i-3 3 
£ » g 

O O CL 


re 3 < Z 

W(Q o 

m -a" 31 ^ 

ills 

o w 0 O 
re- 9.J? a 

3&I * 1 

O cr® -1 

®. ® © ® 

liii 

2 3 « 2 
o w — o 

3" 1 


o ff o 
a°3 
© £ £ 


2" S 

° 23 


®«o iS - o S " m s 

IfS^gSg© 

|S3-3a^| s 

*|S»IU 8 

iil®| I® 


b 

o 

BQ 9 
3 © O 

l |8 

3 re 1 

o _ a, 
® 3 - *r 
u a) © 

ff 3 ** 

ffl ® 3- 

S ’ 3 B 

If* 

3§ 5 

I S « 

3 rm 

A 3 m 


?M95 

l&li 

®3. 3 5 

re 5 = <D ** 
Si^S J 

o -fc O 

4 re o- 2 « 
P- 3 re — ■ 

. = 3 c 

d*< re 5 

®3SS 
•S i“-c 
iS® ® 

S* re © Z 
m x re 3 

§988 

CD © jo v; 

3 11 ° 

■g3 fS 

gsr^ 


s ® © SSpa* 

5-2 S® £.0 

D O 3*s 3 (J 

g 3" ® w O 

o - ro© ® 3, 
4 m < p- re “ 


ff |i£«* 

5 O B-g^o re 

a - 8 3 ° S o 
3 os-^eZ® 


S f £S«= 5 

2 3 re o D re 

g^aiss 


•g o □«? < g 

II g t|- s 

ns^ e 


re re a 

4 2b 
aoj 

4 £ o 
3 - J 

DO - TJ 

<5? 
-a ® © 
o re re 

II® 

5 5 ° 

taf 
1® ff 

3 m m 
® 3 re 

. — CQ 3 

«So 

3 » 3 

HI 

§ © w 

3- 2 

© 9: 

a 


3jn<»or? 

=- o m re a 

©o CD re re 
re cl 2 ~ 3 
5 m o 5- 3 
ci' o a 5" 
Ojff °cP 

o g © re 

^5SoO 

2 S g - 3 » 

gp^ 53 

20^(1 

&°-3 ® 3- 
' m s~ ■ S 

£0 If 

( §3J®“ 
.-' o D re 

cr o 3 

g 1 ? ©. a 

O’ CD — j- 

© Sm© 
ff o °- re 


a 3 a -id m d 

8l^“f 3 ® 

3 S.® g.23.3 
Q- — 9- = <r(D 

if ffffo-rS 

43 S 3 © 65 


«§? 3 & 

re x ® a; 

re ® ® 

3 4 G9 

o.*< 

3" 

CD 


3 T3 O’ © Z CO 3 

o re 9 3 ff © < 

ff® “ 3 d“ S 

S 3 ©» 6&E 

gl-IcrS &I 

22n® © 
g*< § 9= 3 § 

“II 


SS 

Bl O 

iSSS | 
?£«h 3 
< 

a 

re ^ c/3 < cn 

03 0 'S ® to 

^§£<2 ^ 
— ; | — OJ ■ 

l|sl 

h| 

A® 

°g.® g 

ff&gS 


§ 

c 

?3 


trt. 

H 


Isir 

ij cod's 

si S 

•?2 48 


/Z / 


0 


: 5? E?3 ? “a o’ ='© c-i 

f d 0 reE^re §re X 
pa 5. cog-oo-ni 

8sr«"al i^ss 


Iffgff I Sl-lgi 


a- y?rsi S g-^ 1 o-H 

(D - T 2 S3 CT hj QJ J 

■3 3§ SI g’2-3 5 ^ s 

-“^^EKifcSS- 0 * 
© ei = ag’ls 

ri> 4 $ C/J QQ ? O O rt ^ bJ 

S I B -“Bl=& Sa 

n? 's-i-SfS — s-^s 

3 £* ® qs.g. g-g 

s H-S&88.f S« 

rsEElHfif 


« 5'HffS 2 S S 
•TSrea®2a2^3: 
g_ s g - a 3 - 5- S •=» 

SPcSS i 2 

=* 2 S'o a « & 


© zann 

8s§-§11 

ii'reS-H 
o4£ © gw 
£.3:25? 

0 3 ® 3 m 

1 D-cf 5. o 

3 =r» o "" 
ZOpjO 

i 3< £|S 

a 2 . “ T 
-s*< n re m 

Sg 3 3 | 

4* ^ O © ^ 

^||l| 

° ff 3 re 

iiffl 

l*i i g 

“» c: £. -*i 

o q. re _ 

3 p 5 


ft X H 

Po =■ 

MOO 

r»0 

a ** c 

CBS 

ZD !* M 
© -j — 

® 3? 

D-O « 


m nj* 
m x) " 

o ® S 

;;5 

© TJ P 

s5» 

B 3 ® 

ill 

SS3 


c ©. “« 
|afl 

1-5 

•^3 IB 

it-? 

rSff 

a® S 
ff 0) = 

Effl § 

IIb 

s5.3 

§£» 

^9.3 


SSSSJ 

© < “O S 

S naff 


® S 1 ® < 
©fax 

»< o wg 

3 D 2 B 
© g B 

3£§3 

S3?* 

?*r 

g ? I 

p| 

re fco 
a ® (D 
S ff © 

O CD ZJ 

aSs 


S £ aglSH 

ills’ll" 

“1° R ^Iff 

§sSlIa s 

Iff! ill 

g ff S-< 

a8*h;“ s?. 

■=&8 si® ^ 

JS® Q ® | 

Eisifl 

ffigsff^- 


II© - 

3- tt g 


s 

o 

o 

ff ff w 


f g^sisi 

a — 9 re re 
‘ §.§£©8-2 



^ ^ 3-^i 

-~j re u 

ki&a 

5*8 ® a 

Hcq S' O 

g CD -O B 

re o_ re t» 

3s^af 

j- tn o 


ff99 

2T 3-© 

Si? 


w 5; 5 
3" ® a. 

5-m 

3i;S 


saeasi 

m 9 CD J5T “ 


IP 

s o _ 

5,^0 

I s -! 

© S' © 
09 3 B 
m D) . — . 
_, 3 TJ 

is ^ 

||re 

ff5§- 


I|S 

Sig 

i' ff 
S « 

ro 0 

^ 5. 

» 


P-1.H 

5§| 

^ca a 

|z( 

x S X 


© 0.4 

10 3-7 

= » e 


s?r 

s&& 


a I ai ff- ° 8 

re ® ;S S 1 O qj © 

i^vSUSI 

iiiinif 

So cr|l3 © 

® s*< 3 -r 
lis-H» 

ff © O | ff ' 3 

sKlSl} 

pg'S-iSai 

D r 3 M — — O 

® 3 *r SB.O 

Sllfsli 

g gr ® » =3 n 

o-ffei 2.® 
9(0 r-ro 


f" ® e 

rn® » 

O <ff tn 


n® |3 9 

f I? li 


©.«■ — © 
j— ® 3 b 

9 £.0 S 
if g-p 

Jrir 
Ka | 

fo-al 

fi Jg 

I s-& © 

4. ® m ■□. 
M® .£ 

a 

4 ® 5 

CQ 


io© 53 ® 

iS S S ® ® 

“ o 0 © ff a 
© r 3 

tt S o a? ff 

2® X-QB 

S 3 ff 2 ® § re 

re re -, "a 3 g. 

a™ g-®*?s 

proto a 3 o 

s 3 5§r ffff 

gts-g-g 3 re 
m cn 3 5 ® — 
< E- 5-00 ro 3 

a S ?a 3 

g ® i ® 


01 iS 

z aS 


s!|| 

i" ® o 

CD jS g- 

fllf 

*c5l 

3 sSg 


|f|5 

■a“3g 

I?'! 

sRS 
I® fl 
“Ilf 

5 ©. re ■ 
n u 

cog.® g 

3 -II 

ffsrf 

i S=> Q- 3 ? 

’-cq ^ 9 
o tg-n 


© a 4 1 

cr — ff ss 
o ro ® » 
c 3 cr — 

=f §8 

© E©"1 

3 3 3 c 

&m 

3 ® 3 5 
agrg;® 

IPs 1 

p*i 

9 ■< m n 


ff <: re 3 

fiial 

cd a. 4 
38 m® 

^ia =. 

S2a“ 
cn 3 3 
■£“ | 


$ JD) 7D) -tSBH 
joanc OH] 

lil!|al 

® © c ©. §-§H 

a® p g re Z! O 

g^is^l 

g w 0 re r-to ® 
§ ro e ff- 9 - 1 

CD® m m n S- 
S cd zr & o- o> 3 

■Pj 1 Drr? 01 ! 
r D '< ^CB 

"S3®. 2. 

© re O S O 

to 3r ^ O) r~ a 

CQ ® 3 T> 9 " 
© “ -■ O Q. n 

3 7 &3 

?fisSi 

®; 0 2 -Js 

S &re © >g 

I" S © o O 

2 re O 


o 

“Oq«>o 

Israeli 


os seng-a 
^SgfS 3 
tain ■ 8 sb 
2° ® si" 

w cr a o Qa H 
g. O ® g ^ 

-=23^? 

i.% m n ^ a 


ffl — - 1- * ^ 

■o “ 3 3 ® ® 
||3f§I 
“gall! 

3§4«g^ 


n 

tr 

P3 

d 

d 

ro 


o 


■+* s w ui ui =r 

£ 9 CO 3 

m ~ z^ co re 

-J CL ff 00 — 


o 

o 

tsi 

ffl 

m 5"Q 
o. m « 

=i Z 1 


•* s* 

>f} 

s *3 

I «-s, 

3 f & 


.»s*S 

1 Sgi 

a i &3 

zr-P 3 =r 

S c|o 

3 W O ffl 

cr © 3 - 1 - 


CD a ro 

H J? 
jSfo 

UI ^ 3 
m ff ? 


« ff © » 

X ®S = 

m ® 3 3 
© Q ffl £ 

£ D re S 
a 9 "S 
Q. re _ 

B CD 3 O 

3 5<o e 

CL re © B 

o a © 
4P o =■ sr 

d iff 

a ail 

3 

S 3©i 

g 3i| 

d s°?5 

^ sag 

ru — jq 
-P < re 
ur m 
3 = 

o — 

cn — . 


ils 

£ 

o S. 


S S£3 5^^ im 


bi!5«?3 


<a 

o 

ssi 

0^5 

isl 

3T CD 2 
W UI 5 


a ^S3g§£ 

aS 

-zr ^CQ ^ a -4 m 


S|pll 

CQga O^® u 

rgfraETO 

3 §sgg 


;iS3 

!“§? 

•§S 3 
K ® 3 
Si- 

42 re 3 

s3-l§ 

la I 

ro <= t 
M f ffl ^ 
09 

■ff|| 

5 S© 

© sS 

x' ° 
x 


n 

tr 

d 

d 

ro 



tisZOsM W 


ch^JJt 




^>/4Si3 






* 



'sgTHE INDEPENDENT 


Saturday 19 December [998 



How to Make it • How to Spend it 



Hands off our houses 


A House of Lords ruling could enable families to avoid inheritance tax when passing 
homes to their children. But will this "window of opportunity’ last? Paul Slade reports 


undreds of British 
families could es- 
cape paying inheri- 
tance tax when 
passing homes on 
to their children, 
thanks to a House of Lords ruling 
earlier this month. The Lords ruled 
that Lady Ingram, who died in 1989. 
was entitled to reduce the tax due 


Hi 


from her estate. She did this by giving 
the freehold of her home, Hurst Lodge 
in Berkshire, to a family trust, but 
retaining the leasehold and con- 
tinuing to live there rent-free. 

Until now, the Inland Revenue has 
barred this practice by treating such 
transfers as gifts with reservation of 
benefit, which could be ignored when 
.^he giver dies, if the gift was ignored, 
vis value was treated as never having 
left the estate, and hence was subject 
to inheritance tax. 


David Norman, principal consultant 
at KPMG Personal Financial Ser- 


vices. says: “What we seem to have 
now is confirmation that it is possible 
to do what Lady Ingram did, and that 
the gifts with reservation rules have 
limited application. 

“How long that continues to be the 
case is another issue, because it is pos- 
sible that the Revenue, smarting 
this decision, wfll want to change 
ti*e rules as soon as possible." 

A Revenue spokesman confirms 
that they are already considering 
how costly the loophole opened by the 
Ingram ruling is likely to be: “We'll 
study the terms of this judgement 
carefully, and then we’ll consider the 
implications for the inheritance tax 
rules. Ministers will then decide 
whether to make changes in the law". 

Even if the Revenue does crack 


. Norman thinks they are unlikely 
?so retrospectively. Hus creates 
what he calls a “window of opportu- 
nity” between now and whenever the 
crackdown may come. 



Inheritance tax starts to bite on 
estates worth over £223,000 - not 
that huge a sum when you remember 
that it includes the value of your 
home. Genuine gifts made seven 
years or more before you die are 
exempt from the tax. 

Ln Lady Ingram's case, the crucial 
part of the deal was the separation of 
freehold and leasehold title on the 
property. She gave away the freehold 
to a family trust in March 1987, but 
took in return a rent-free lease 
allowing her to continue living there. 

When she died, aged 74, in Ftebru- 
aiy 1989, the Revenue argued that the 
1987 transfer should be ignored as a 
gift with reservation They said the 
inheritance tax due from her estate 


should be calculated on the 1989 
value, instead of the for lower 1987 
value, which the estate argued should 
be used. The estate won 

In his 10 December judgement. 
Lord Hoffman said: “It is dear that the 
scope for discrimination in limiting the 
terms of the gift to exclude interests 
which the donor wishes to retain is 
very wide. 

“In particular the benefidal own- 
ership of land may be divided in 
terms of time as well as space, so that 
the right of enjoyment of the land for 
a limited period and the right to enjoy 
the land after the expfry of that period 
can exist simultaneously. One interest 
may form the subject matter of a gift, 
while the other is retained". 


On the face of it, the case would 
seem to suggest that, had Lady 
Ingram lived the full seven years 
after making her gift, the value of her 
home could have escaped inheri- 
tance tax altogether. 

David Marcus, a partner at solid- 
tors Jay Benning & Peltz, says that 
separating out the leasehold of a 
property when you own the freehold 
presents no problems in itself. 

“If you own the freehold of a house, 
then - subject to planning and safety 
and things like that - you can almost 
do what you like,” he says. “If you own 
the freehold, then you can grant 
■whatever kind of lease you want to." 

But this tactic is only open to those 
who have already cleared the mort- 


gage. Your lender is likely to take a dim 
view of such moves if they still hold a 
stake in your house. 

Sue Anderson of the Council of 
Mortgage Lenders says: “They would 
no longer be lending on the same 
basis. They wouldn't necessarily have 
control of who ended up with the free- 
hold interest in the property, and 
that could create all sorts of problems 
from a lending point of view.” 

Many people will however waste no 
time in following Lady Ingram's 
example. David Norman believes. 

He says: “There are some people 
who have been waiting for this 
decision, and who will now go ahead. 
We're talking about people who have 
difficulty reducing their inheritance 
tax by straightforward gifts of cash or 
shares, simply because they need 
those assets to live on. Really, the only- 
asset of any size which they could do 
something with is the house." 

But there are dangers, as Norman 
points out “The problem with inher- 
itance-tax planning is that you gift 
assets away to your children. There's 
the risk that they make bad marriages 
and after the divorce settlement, 
suddenly half the money has gone. Fbr 
many, the tax is a small price to pay 
for the peace of mind of continuing to 
own their home." 

Although it was not part of the In- 
gram case, it seems quite likely that 
families could use the same methods 
to protect property assets from being 
sold to pay for care when older peo- 
ple go into residential homes. Older 
people may well be able to give away 
the freehold to their heirs, and retain 
a lease giving them the right to con- 
tinue living at home. When they move 
into care only the leasehold value 
could be considered as part of their 
estate which local authorities have the 
right to claim to help pay for the costs 
of long-term care. But this may have 
to be tested separately in court 


Bargain Hunter 



CAR OF THE WEEK 

Off road, on TVah 


this IS a good time of the year to be hanging around 
the forecourt of your local Daihatsu dealer. Their best 
known model is the rugged Fburtrak off-roader, which 
established the company's reputation in rural Britain. 
Buy before the end of December and a 2.8 litre Turbo 
diesel TDX which retails for £19.500 is just £16,795, 
almost cost price. Dealers T W White & Sons <01372 
450707) have vowed never to be beaten on price. 

James Ruppert 

PROPERTY OF THE WEEK 

Music co your ears 

bron WEND a, a large detached house between 
Caernarfon and Bangor has been refurbished by the 
present owners, who have made one of the three 
reception rooms into a music room. There’s a 1 7ft 
lounge with stone fireplace, a cosy 13'6” sitting room 
and a breakfast room/kitchen fitted with oak-fronted 
units. Outside there's a double garage and mature 
gardens. The five-bedroom house had just had 
£10,000 knocked off the price, making it now £155,000. 
Details from Dafydd Hardy on 01248 371212. 

ROSALIND RUSSELL 

DEAL OF THE WEEK 

Gold standard 

the ALLIANCE & Leicester is introducing a gold card 
version of its ground-breaking MoneyBack credit 
card, which offers cardholders an annual cheque 
instead of air miles, points or other rewards which 
can't be converted into cash. Launched on 4 January, 
it offers cashbacks of up to 4 per cent on selected 
goods from suppliers including Hertz, Going Places 
Holidayline. Ticketmastei; Winerack Direct and 
Interflora. There is no fee, the monthly interest rate is 
17.4 per cent, but there is a minimum credit limi t of 
£3,000, which rules out cautious spenders like me. 

Clifford german 


Club together for finance fun 

Investment dubs are a great way to learn the basics of the market. By Kirsty Greenwood 


Clubbable 


FLYBOYS IS an investment 
club set up in April by the 
current and past members of the 
Cab Air College of Air Training 
Flight and Ground at Cranfield 
Airfield, Bedford. 

Mike Dyson, head of training 
at the college and chairman of 
Flyboys says: “We currently hold 
our monthly meetings on the 
College's premises, but hope to 
shortly start meeting at a local 
hotel with a meal and drinks 
afterwards and make a social 
evening of iL*' 

Flyboys currently has 17 
members who initially invested 
£200 each in the club and now 
make a £20 monthly investment 
They agreed that whenever the 
club has buflt up £1,100 of funds, 


it would be invested in 
preselected companies. 

“We have made no profits 
as of yet” adds Mr Dyson, “Due 
to the decline in share values 
since July, we are rather more 
down than up at the moment We 
have the cash in the bank and 
are waiting for a down-turn in 
the market" 

Mr Dyson's tip to anyone 
interested in setting up an 
investment ciub is to be more 
careful than Flyboys was - at 
least initially. “You should sit 
on your hands a bit more, 
take the medium- to long-term 
view, and not overreact to 
sudden falls in the market 
We did - and it cost us quite 
a few pounds." 


“IT’S A Laugh, it's a few beers and it's a 
to make money." This is Mark 
■ _• .Godson’s opinion of investment clubs. 
Mr Goodson is the treasurer of H&G In- 
vestment Chib (H and G stands for The 
Horse and Groom, the pub where the 
club meets). Investment dubs are 
groups of people, often novices to the 
world of stocks and shares, who pool 
their resources to invest in the stock 
market The number of investment 
clubs in Britain is increasing rapidly. 
According to Finola Healy, bead of 
communications at ProShare, an organ- 
isation promoting direct share owner- 
ship, there were 300 investment clubs 
affiliated to ProShare in December 
1996. Today there are 2.800 affiliated 
Chibs, and Ms Healy estimates there are 
£>ther 200 non-affiliated clubs. 

Ms Healy says: “We recommend 
that people start their own dub, rather 
than joining an existing one. Where 
money is concerned it is best to be with 
friends that you can trust" The mem- 
bers vary greatly. “There is no typical 
investment chib - they range from 
golfers and rugby players to house- 
wives, city people and pensioners." 

Most dubs first hold an exploratory 
meeting to discuss which companies 
they might invest in. Members then go 
away and trade these companies. “They 
pick a share and think, 'If I bought this, 
how would it have done?' Members then 
invest just when they feel comfort- 
able." says Ms Healy. 

She stresses that no prior knowledge 
of the stock market is necessary: “Fbr 
the most part, club members are ini- 
tially novices. But most people will 
have knowledge of an industry. Fbr ex- 
atrate someone going out shopping on 


a regular basis will know about the 
fashion industry. Everyone in the club 
should take a different interest and fo- 
cus, and learn from each other:” 

Guy Knight, a vice-president of 
Charles Schwab Europe, a stock- 
broking company which acts on behalf 
of between 500 and 1,000 investment 
chibs, says the dubs are “predominantly 
about enjoyment and learning”. 

Ciub members pay a monthly sub- 
scription, typically between £20 and £25, 
but sometimes as little as £10. Once 
dubs have derided where they want to 
invest, a stockbroker is needed to car- 
ry out transactions for the dub. 


Club size is restricted to 20 members, 
because they operate like partnerships 
and aqy more than 20 members would 
mean that the chib would have to be reg- 
istered as a limited company. Ms Healy 
adds: “A membership greater than this 
makes it awkward to make derisions. 
We try to emphasise the fun side, ft you 
make a mistake, you lose money, but 
don’t worry about it too much. Get back 
in there and do your research." 

Mr Goodson adds: “If you have 20 
members, only l/20th of the money is 
yours. You can be really really risky. Its 
amazing how much more risky you get 
after a few pints of Speckled Hen!" 


Mr Knight believes that working in 
a group “stops you from making silly de- 
cisions. . . at the end of the day it is a de- 
mocratic process." 

ProShare awards three prizes every 
year for the most successful club (won 
this year by Tykes International, York- 
shire who made profits of 101 per cent); 
for the best dub overall regarding the 
running of the club and how much fun 
they have; and for the best newcomer 

Among other competitions run by 
Proshare is the Share of the Month com- 
petition, which asks clubs to pick the 
share that they think is going to be most 
successful in the coming month. The 
winners receive a £1,000 prize. 

ProShare also provides a starter 
manual which gives advice on starting 
up an investment club. ProShare mem- 
bership (the first year is free when you 
buy the starter manual) entities dubs 
to access to thedr helpline and magazine, 
enables them to attend the Invest- 
ment Club seminars run by ProShare 
and NatWest stockbrokers and gives 
them information on computer software 
to help revalue stocks and shares. 

ProShare are now in the first cycle 
of their renewal programme with 70 per 
cent of the dubs continuing their mem- 
bership. Ms Healey says: “It is difficult 
to know why the other 30 per cent are 
no longer functioning, but dubs do 
dose down as people leave the area 
where the club was first established." 

The ProShare Investment Club man- 
ual is available from ProShare, Li- 
brary Chambers, 13/14 Basinghall 
street London EC2V5BQ. Credit card 
orders: 0171 394 5200. The price is £25, 
but to The Independent readers it is £17 
plus £3 postage and packing. 
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First, decide to do something 


Financial Makeover 

NAME JOYCE ALLEN AGE 54 OCCUPATION ACADEMIC ADMINISTRATOR 


JOYCE ALLEN is a departmental admin- 
istrator at the London School of Econom- 
ics. Her salary is a touch above the average 
lor London. She is an American citizen and 
will receive a pension in the US when she 
retires. If she works for her present 
employer until she is 65, she will be 
entitled to an occupational pension based 
on 11 years service. She has no significant 
savings and a number of debts including 
a five-year; fixed-rate mortgage at 6.79 per 
cent which costs £450 a month and has an- 
other 15 years to run. 

The Adviser 

Tyrone Silcott is a senior financial planner 
at City Independent Financial Planning, 35. 
Paul St London EC2A 4NQ (0171-628 0857) 

The Assessment: 

Joyce finds herself in a very difficult situ- 
ation but hers is typical of many that 1 see. 
Her income over the last 10 years has grad- 
ually declined, while her expenses over that 
period have gradually increased. At 54, she 
faces retirement with the dread of some- 
one suspecting that they have not made suf- 
ficient arrangements. A particularly 
worrying feature is that her mortgage is 
set to run beyond her retirement age. Al- 
though she is prepared to work beyond the 
age of 65, she might not get that choice. 

Her debt is made up of mortgage, per- 
sonal loan, bank overdraft and credit 
cards. Almost 80 per cent of her disposable 
income is going to service her current 
debts, if you include her mortgage pay- 
ments. This makes it very difficult to invest 
and accumulate capital while also main- 
taining a reasonable standard of living in 
what is one of the most expensive cities in 
the world, London. 

Unlike many of her generation, she has 
no substantial inheritance likely so there 
is no chance of that taking the pressure off 
Financially she is alone. 

Experience has shown that there are a 
number of steps that Miss Allen can take 


that will improve her lot The first is the 
biggest She must decide emphatically to 
change her financial position and that she 
is willing to make that happen. Second, she 
needs to go on an information-gathering 
exercise to discover what her situation will 
be when she retires. Simply knowing the 
facts can relieve the pressure. 

Before moving to the UK 10 years ago. 
Ms Allen paid into the American social 
security system for a period of 30 years. 
There are procedures for obtaining a fore- 
cast of her benefits from those contribu- 
tions and she should investigate these 

She is a member of her employer's 
superannuation scheme. It is a good 
scheme that offers guaranteed benefits as 
well as a range of sickness and death ben- 
efits. Unfortunately, she only joined her cur- 
rent employer in October 1997 and if she 
contributes to this scheme through to the 
age of 65. at current levels of income 
(benefits are paid as a fraction of salary) 
she is looking at retirement benefits from 
that scheme of only £3,150 a year indexed 
and a tax-free lump sum of £9,500. 

She has a personal pension into which 
she no longer contributes. It has value of 
just £6,500 as contributions were only 
made for five years. As a member of her 
employer’s scheme, no further contribu- 
tions can be made. 

We can request a quotation from the 
provider based on standard growth rates, 
but I would expect that even if funds per- 
formed well above standard growth rates, 
this small amount will not add significantly 
to her income in retirement For example, 
today a £10.000 fund with Norwich Union 
for a woman at the age of 65 would provide 
a level annual income without guarantees 
of only £710. 

It is dear that Ms Allen needs to bolster 
her savings and investments. It is equally 
clear, looking at her budget that she can- 
not afford, in her current situation, to pay 
more money monthly into topping up her 
pension via AVCs orlSAs and it doesn’t take 


an economics professor to work out that in 
order to do so, either her outgoings have to 
go down or her income will have to go up. 

The most typical way to reduce her 
outgoings would be to re-finance her debt 
including her mortgage. However there are 
some problems. In May she took a new 
mortgage with thelforksbire at a fixed rate 
of 6.79 per cent for five years. Rates are 
likely to fall below this but if she were to 
remortgage again, she would pay penalties 
of up to 6 percent of the amount borrowed. 

Other options indude selling her home 
to release equity. However the level of 
equity would be small she would still need 
somewhere to live, and she would proba- 
bly have to move well out of London to 
reduce costs. 

The light at the end of the tunnel is that 
one of her personal loans, which is cur- 
rently costing her £322.70 per month, ends 
in October 2000. Her goal must be to 
maintain he r curr ent. financial posit! nn and 
not to build up any further debt within the 
next two years. This is paramount If she 
has to take extreme measures to achieve 
this - cut up credit cards, go without a hol- 
iday for a year draw up a strict spending 
budget - it has to be done. Her income can- 
not bear a further build-up of debt 

In order to do anything in the shorter 
term, the other option is that she in- 
creases her income. I understand that she 
is able to do some freelance typing and has 
lOOwpm. She could perhaps look to do some 
freelance work in order to build up extra 
income that way. Ms Allen has said she is 
willing to do extra work in the evenings. I 
would then suggest any freelance or extra 
earnings were used immediately to build 
up a short-term savings fund equal to at 
least three months' outgoings. This money 
is not to be spent on anything other than 
dire emergencies. Holidays do not qualify 
on this basis. 

You will be amazed by the psychologi- 
cal boost this will give once you can see that 
money in the account 




mm 


pK* 

Itt 

m 


mm 

mm 


6*50 °° 

ON £25,000 OR MORE 

6-40 6-30T? 

ON £10,000-£24,999 ON £2,5O0-£9,999 

Open by post or at any 
C&G branch or call free for details 

0800 74 24 37 

fax 01452 373681 www. cheltglosxo.uk 

Cheltenham & Gloucester 


one. 

are no penalties. . 

One call is all it takes to transfer money 
between your bank and your C&G Direct 
Transfer account - so it’s easy to make more of 
your money more of the time. Transfer now. 
Monthly interest paid on £5,000+ 

All transactions conducted by telephone and 
direct debit.* 

I" Return this coupon, using first-class post, to: C&G 

1 invest Direct, PO Box 116, F arch am. Hams 9015 5LTT. I 
I |—i I 

■ Please send more information I I “ 

. v-sj, * 1/Ve enclose £ 

*v vSSS 

gr-y-r-: 


co invest m a 


• I C&G Direct Transfer account (minimum balance £2,500. 

| maximum £3 million). 

| Please give details of your bank account you wish to link to 
| your Direct Transfer account. 

| Bank account no. | 


!□□□□□□□□□□ 






1 I Sort code 

■! — II — I 



1 Account name 

1 . 


■1 

1 

l * r.. : 

mm 

* Full namds) 

! 


■ (DMr/Mrs/Miss 

1 

b&M 

■ (2)Mr/Mn/Miss 

1 >;?• 


Address 

i 


■ 

IN l-M! j ■ ■.v'i-: ’:-; 


. Pctsrcodc . 


m 

wm 


TcL 




I 

I 

I 

I Cbnji kj ihaiuld hr made pj, jM? InC&O'i ,-ur nimei- Plfje*' lend 2 oripn-j ■ 
documents for idencitBCix,on as council us demands, pfaofle hdL px. Kill. I 
| bunk, credo card or nvjTTjrigc If , du rrqmic nwmWs miCTCM. imifl- | 

ihu »iU be paid in four niuiriniinJ bank xronnL 


| Signed (1st applicant) . 
| Signed (2nd applicant) 


pu. w - 520-t.. SIO.OW - C4.-W =, 5.1 - f.w - Current pm moniMv rates available on Dirat Transfer ar, cSyKD or more = CICJ30C ■ f«VI» 

- b.l’%. C£C Dirw Transfer ra» ire- enable and we mav tWc diem at any nme. If acdo. we will tell iou min;; « least or.r of the ways *t out in the account*, condiiiotiv Rate chance to this account Mid 10 other pncrallr nailable 
account, can chen the amount . rebme cnnpiinK.n^ and we do nut pninwc that in rates will be better than those amiable, -km here. can pay interest pw to non -taapavTr, who arc oidiiurih resident in the UK for i« purpo«s. 
Subject IO roquir c.tiihcaiinn. L I tirkuc iniunii' Li* u deducted at cho lower rate, currcfitJy 2CV».. VTurrc Ac mm deduced is nxnv than yoiir t+t lubilrry jou on jpp|» jo the* Inland R affl e f*jr a ui repit mcnL * Vuir intrul 
deposJC mitoi thr n k > Jioque. Dircn Tranter wirhdr awj* wn be nude unlv b> vefephonf and will be voi direct in your bark accuunr bv dcctrcnic irtfdn. Addithras can tv made odv by Drrcu Dwbil Irom your nummau'd kink 
account Transfer* (minimum ClCOl norm ill; ukr , u ihrcc L-anlt » days. Same-Jar transit i, -miUM*- sublet it. a <Jurgc of CO. C8cti Ditto Transfer Account n available cnli fur individual or joint mVe-t.vs -ycj II , ,ar- 
or over, an is fP^ra i Ml, i ■ 'Ur C,c(. Invest Direct sum rco ft u. i-nc id "Ui range of CKU in>csuncnt atenums. Within that ranee iltcrr may be other amounts in which vou would be inter esled or which mi* he more .uit-.M, i».r 
you. 1 you wou i em , ..I our other j.,ountk please ask. Tn help u* maintain our service standard:- n e ma\ record or iti<>niior id cp hone calk. 


THE GOVERNMENTS new 
pension plans, published 
this week, will inevitably 
complicate the pension 
scene, which is crying out 
for simplification. 

Existing entitlements 
will remain, and it will 
take at least half a century 
before the transition from 
the current system to the 
new one is complete. 

But if we accept that 
SERPS, the existing 
second state pension, is 
un sustainably expensive, 
and a substantial number 
of people will never trust 
the existing personal 
pensions system because 
of the persistent bad 
publicity over high 
charges and the way in 
which they were mis-sold, 
then reform was 
unavoidable. 

But is this the best way 
forward? The Government 
plans to introduce a new 
second state pension 
tSSP> to replace the state 
earnings-related pension 
(SERPS) for anyone 
earning less than £9,000 a 
year in today’s money. 

It will be extended to 
carers and will rapidly 
introduce a minimum 
income guarantee iMIG>, 
which will be indexed to 
national earnings, to 
preserve its value and 
reduce the number of 
state pensioners 
dependent on income 
support to top up their 
pensions. It will cost the 
taxpayer more, but it will 
tackle a serious soda! 
problem. So for, so good. 

The proposals will not 
directly affect 
occupational schemes 
provided by employers. 

But the Green Paper 
introduces a new 
privately-funded low-cost 
stakeholder pension, 
aimed primarily at 
everyone earning between 
£9.000 and £18.500 a year 
in current money who 


Clifford 

German 

The Government’s 
new pension plans 
will ineintably 
complicate the 
pension scene 


does not currently have a 
pension. It will however 
compete with existing 
personal pension 
schemes. 

Crudally the 
Government has rejected 
the idea, favoured by 
Frank Field of introducing 
a compulsory pension plan 
which would provide a 
private pension for 
eveiyone who does not 
have a company pension 
scheme or a personal 
pension. 

To argue that the poorly 
paid, the disabled and the 
carers could not afford a 
mandatory pension misses 
the point The taxpayer 
would have to make their 
contributions just as the 
taxpayer will have to pay 
for the proposed second* 
state pension which will 
replace Serps. 

Instead, the 

Government has decided 
to rely on a combination of 
further tax incentives and 
national insurance 
rebates, to tempt those 
people who currently have 
no private pension 
entitlements either to join 
their employer's scheme if 
one is on offei; or to take 
out a stakeholder pension 
which will be simple to 
understand, and have low 
management charges. 

The incentives will be 
supported by a persistent 
publicity campaign to try 
and frighten non-joiners* - 
who have so for resisted 


the pressure to take out a 
personal pension - into 
taking out a stake-holder 
pension instead. 

Employers will be 
expected to encourage all 
their employees either to 
join the company scheme 
or take out a stakeholder 
pension and shoulder 
Qttra administration costs 
(such as deducting 
contributions from the 
payroll), but they will still 
not be obliged to 
contribute either to 
personal pensions or the 
new stakeholder pensions. 

The continued absence 
of an employer 
contribution must 
increase the real risk that 
many people who could 
contribute to a pension 
plan will still decide not to 
do so, and will rely on the 
state to take care of them 
when they are old. 

Ironically, there is also 
a real risk that new 
stakeholder pensions 
could compete so 
effectively with existing 
personal pensions that 
established providers - 
and the army of salesmen 
and financial advisers who 
help to sell personal 
pensions - will find 
themselves forced to 
reform or quit the 
business. 

There will also 
certainly be some hidden 
snags, especially for 
people whose fortunes 
change, for better or 
worse, in mid-career, for 
the long-term 
unemployed, and for 
those who would like to 
switch from personal 
pensions to stakeholder 
pensions, but have 
already paid heavy up- 
front charges. 

Delays to starting 
the stakeholder pensions 
for another four years 
also give too many people 
a perfect excuse to delay 
a decision. 
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Loose Chanop 


SG ASSET Management is 
offering a 2 per cent 
discount on lump sum 
investments into its three 
PEPs - a UK growth fund 
and a Euroopean growth 
fund. The company also 
has a non-qualifying 
technology fund, 
restricting PEP- linked 
investments into it to 
£1,500. Call 0181-815 8647. 

INDEPENDENT 
MORTGAGE Collection is 
launching a mortgage 
which combines a one-year; 
2.75 per cent discount on 


the existing variable rate, 
currently 8.2 per cent, with 
a 3 per cent cashback, up 
to a maximum of £20,000. 
After year one. the loan 
offers a free switch into 
another fixed rate until the 
end of the penalty period in 
year six. Cali 0800 7310137. 

BRISTOL & WEST is 
launching a five-year 
Children’s Savings Bond, 
with a variable interest 
rate, guaranteed to be 
within 1 per cent of UK 
bank base rates. Call 0117- 
9437188. 


THE NATIONAL Canine 
Defence League is te aming 
up with Petplan to offer 
uisurance to dog owners. 

The policy cuts the cost of 
cover for owners who have 
their dogs neutered. The 
cost of cover in London, for 
a neutered pedigree is 
£10.90. Call 0800 0726677. 

AGE CONCERN Fhneral 
Plan has a new booklet A j ; 

Practical Guide to Coping 2' 1 1 
with Bereavement. It - i 
includes advice on helping 
children deal with the 
issue. Call 0800387718. 
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Enticing incentives 

"A new report into the housing and mortgage market sees some good times, anH 
some very good deals, ahead for hard-pressed borrowers. By Jonathan Davis 


L ike most people who 
should know better, I 
spend far too much of my 
time thinking about bouse 
prices, mortgages and the 
outlook for the housing 
market My New Year resolution is to 
treat all news about trends in bouse 
prices and mortgages as an interesting 
curiosity which should mainly be ig- 
nored, though once in a blue moon may 
be worth doing something about 
This is sound advice, but not so easy 
to put into practice. Which is why. be- 
fore taking my vow of abstinence on the 
subject, 1 cannot resist commenting on 
a new piece of research about the 
medium term outlook for house prices 
and the mortgage market from Lom- 
bard Street Research, Professor Tim 
Congdon’s economics consultancy. The 
report by Stewart Robertson, is one of 
the best and most closely argued analy- 
ses of the mortgage market that I have 
seen in ages. 

Mr Robertson’s analysis effectively 
makes the case that the buyers' mar- 
■ «het of the last two to three years - the 
period of cashbacks, flexible mortgages 
and afl the other new incentives dangled 
before the would be mortgage borrower 
-is likely to endure for some while yet 
His argument goes as follows. 

On the borrowers' side (that’s you and 
me), tiie demand for mortgages is likely 
to remain subdued for several years. 
The main reason is that as a nation we 
are still for more in debt to mortgage 
lenders than we wish (and perhaps 
ought) to be. The profound effects of the 
house price crash in the first half of the 
1990s. which plunged thousands into 
negative equity and overextended many 
others, have yet to play themselves ouL 
It is true that, thanks to the welcome 
revival in the housing market since 1995, 
negative equity is now largely now a 
jfcingofthe past But it remains the case 
Sfirt mortgage borrowing is still at un- 
precedentedly high levels, almost any 
wayyou care to measure it As the chart 
shows, the ratio of mortgage debt to 
bousing equity (.that is. the proportion 
of the value of our houses which is fi- 
nanced by mortgages) isstiB around 50 
per cent well above the long-run his- 
torical average of 30 per cent 
Meanwhile, two other powerful 
forces are working to restrain mortgage 
demand. One is the cumulative effect of 
the phasing out by successive govern- 
ments of BORAS tax relief The demise 
<^pRAS has substantially reduced the 
iax advantages erf borrowing to bity prop- 
erty, but it has taken time for home- 
owners to wake up to quite what a 
difference the ending of Miras has 
made to the cost of buying property par- 
ticularly for higher rate taxpayers. 

The other factor is the potential im- 
pact on housing demand of the chang- 
ing pattern in population growth. The 
number of first time buyers in the 
housing market is now starting to de- 
cline. First time buyers are the marginal 

h*— ‘ 



As a nation, we are still £u* more in debt to mortgage lenders than we would wish Tony Buckingham 


; demand, and they sre a dimin- 
ishing band This too can only put fur- 
ther downward pressure on future 
demand for mortgages. 

While the demand for mortgages is 
therefore likely to remain subdued for 
several years, it is doing so at a time 
when banks and building societies have 
also built up record amounts of capital 
which they now need to deploy prof- 
itably. A significant (hunk of this capi- 
tal has been devoted to winning a share 
of the mortgage market over the last 15 
years, and there is as yet no sign of the 
drive for new business alleviating - if 
arching, rather the opposite. 

U Robertson argues, convincingly 
to my mind, that the combination of 
weak mortgage demand and a surplus 
of capital in the banking sector can have 


only one consequence. If his analysis is 
even half way correct, what it suggests 
is that the battle for mortgage seeker's 
business is going to remain intense. 

He sees a continuation of today’s 
market in which mortgage seekers -es- 
pecially first-time or new borrowers - 
continue to find themselves knocking at 
a virtually open door 

Most of the benefits of the struggle 
for market share in mortgages so far 
have gone to first time buyers, but Mr 


Robertson predicts that we will also see 
much more remortgaging activity by ex- 
isting borrowers as more and more peo- 
ple come to realise the benefit of 
switching their mortgages, and the ex- 
tent of cross-subsidy from existing to 
new borrowers becomes widely known. 

Mr Robertson thinks that those best 
placed to benefit from these market con- 
ditions will be the surviving mutual 
building societies. His analysis shows 
that, since 1996, mutual societies have 
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been taking a growing share of new ] 
mortgage business from the banks. 
The mutual societies have both the 
greatest incentive and the greatest op- 
portunity to go on doing so, should a 
price war develop. 

In Lombard Street Research’s view ! 
las in mine), barring a bad recession 
there are solid reasons to expect a pe- 
riod of house price increases over the 
next few years. However, as most peo- 
ple still feel they have more mortgage 
debt than they would like, or are used 
to, the emphasis for most people will be 
on repaying or refinancing mortgages, 
rather than raising their overall mort- 
gage borrowing. This will be a tough en- 
vironment for Tenders, but wil! present 
an opportunity for borrowers to get 
some outstanding deals on their mort- 
gage. Your New \fear Resolution, there- 
fore, should be to make sure you are 
ready to cash in on these favourable con- 
ditions as long as they last 

'Strategic Analysis of the UK Mortgage \ 
Market , by Stewart Robertson, is 
published by FT Business 
Jonathan Davis can be contacted via \ 
e-mail at da visbizia aoL com 


Lloyds goes online 


LLOYDS BANK launched its 
Internet banking service. 
Lloyds On-Line, just over a 
month ago at the beginning 
of November 

You may register for the 
service online but it will 
take around 10 working 
days for your registration 
to be activated. Obviously, 
it is limited to Lloyds’ 
customers. However, the 
bank has already signed up 
around 27,000 users. 

Lloyds On-line sets out 
new territory in web-based 
banking. There is no 
software to download, 
although it claims 
compatibility with both 
Microsoft Money and 
Intuit’s Quicken financial 
software packages. It is 
also the fast UK online 
banking service to be Apple 
Mac-compatible. 

The service is 
guaranteed to be free for 
the first 12 months, until 
November 1999. but the 
bank reserves the right to 
make a small charge 
thereafter At present, your 
only costs in using Lloyds 
On-Line will be phone bills 
and ISP charges. 

So what can you do with 
the Lloyds service? Pay 
bills; transfer money 
between accounts; look at 
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current and previous 
statements; and check and 
change the dates and 
amounts of standing 
orders. You may also view 
direct debits, but you may 
not alter them. The reason 
you may not be able to do 
other things that you might 
wish to do is security. 

Payments may only be 
made to what the site calls 
“pre-arranged 
beneficiaries". So if you 
want to pay a bill from 
somebody you have not 
dealt with before, or set up 
a new standing order, you 
have to ring Lloyds' 
telephone banking service. 


Once you have set up such 
a “pre-arranged 
beneficiary”, their details 
will remain accessible to 
allow future bill payments 
to be made. 

One little niggle brought 
to my attention by a reader 
is that it appears to be 
impossible to pre-arrange a 
transfer between accounts, 
which may only be done on 
the day in question. 

You will need to be using 
either Internet Explorer 4.0 
or Netscape 

Communica tor/N aviga tor 
4.0 to access the service. 
Lloyds also recommends 
that you have a virus 
checker progr amm e. 

It may not be too long 
before the PC is turned 
completely into a 
commodity by becoming a 
give-away special offer on 
its own. In a recent 
interview, Ben Kalla, chief 
executive of microchip 
maker National 
Semiconductor envisaged 
a point in the future when 
banks will offer customers 
a free PC when opening a 
new account 

Lloyds On-Line: 
www.Uoydsbank. co. uk 
Robin can be reached at 
RobinAttiiotwaol.com 
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Don’t let this fund pass you by 

Jupiter Enhanced Income Investment Trust pic 

• Ordinary Income Shares*. Issued at £1 T with a projected yield 
of 10.3% TAX FREE if held within a PER 

• Zero Dividend Preference Shares, issued at £1 - entitled to 
1 55.28p’ in five and half years time. 

• Fully PEPable. 

• Managed by William Littlewood, the highly regarded manager 
of the Jupiter Income Trust. 

Offer closes 
11 January 1999 

Call 0800 210 234 x 

(quoting ref: 152 ) 

for a mini prospectus 

Jupiter Asset Management Ltd. 

Jupiter, Bristol BS38 7RG 

'Or the planned winding up of the company; His ordinary income shares rank tor repayment of eapBal after the zero 
dMdeod preference shares. There is no guarantee (hat the residual net assets of the company after repayment at the 
zero dMaend pr efer en ce shares wfli be sufficient to repay the onflnary Inc o me shares. The pre-datermlnad enHtfement 
of the zaro dMdand preference shares Is not guaranteed. Ftifl details ore set cut In the mini prospectus. 


Jupiter 
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If you move job, our 
pension moves with 

Our Personal Pension arrangements let you change job, 
take a career break or become self-employed, all without penalty. Your first good move? 
Why not call for no-fuss advice or information without obligation. 

Call, Sam- 10pm, 7 da vs a week quoting ref: 288D561 

0345 6789 10 

or talk to vour Independent Financial Adviser. 


www.scottish widow 


•l 


i.co.uk 
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The lalur of udiii can go down a* u'ell a* up. Future- hon«, n(ci ere not guarenlced. Further demit of our Pension Plans ere included in I he product literal urc. 
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PERSONAL FINANCE/5 


THIS HAS has been a 
difficult year - sot only 
because it was hard to 
predict, but because of the 
r trials and tribulations that 
have beset world 
economies and stock 
markets in general. It 
started on a high* with 
many analysts forecasting 
that a peak would be 
reached - and soon. The 
continuation of the bull 
market into the early 
summer caught many by 
surprise. Valuation levels 
became sorely stretched. 
Weight of money was, 
more often than not. cited 
as the reason for the 
continuing surge in equity 
prices. Lower interest 
rates and inflation 
seemed to contribute, 
although the fall in the 
cost of living in the 
developed world looked 
likely to reduce 
investment returns. 

In the end it was the 
Russian crisis that turned 
the market on its head. 

We are having to learn to 
live with violent market 
moves these days, and the 
summer was no 
exception. The rush to 
qualify created anomalies 
that appeared bizarre in 
some instances. 

Yield spreads widened 
to unprecedented levels 
and among other things, 
contributed to the demise 
of one of the most 
respected hedge-fund 
operators in the business 
- LTCNL The dollar and 
sovereign debt of the 
world's most powerful 
economies benefited, but 
collateral damage was 
evident in the way that 
Brazil and other emerging 
markets took a pasting. 

In the end it was either 
the shortest bear market 
on record or a market 
aberration. By the 
autumn, prices were 
marching up a gain and 
America even broke into 
new high ground But the 
volatility remained and 
the disparity between the 
performance of various 
sectors served to unseat 
some managers. 

We approach the end of 
the year with our own 
economy slowing, little 
sign of Christmas cheer 
on the high street, no 
resolution to the problems 
-jan Russia and Brazil, and 
bombers and cruise 



* 


Brian 

Tora 

It was the shortest 
bear market on 
record - or a mar- 
ket aberration 

missiles once again in the 
air in the Middle East It 
hardly paints a picture of 
future stability and 
optimism, but it seems 
unlikely, however, that 
equity values are once 
again poised on the edge 
of a precipice. 

Yet eight years ago, 
when the coalition forces 
responded to the invasion 
of Kuwait markets took 
the whole thing in their 
stride. And it had not been 
so very long since the 
stock market crashed 
following which 
intemperate priming of 
the world's economies 
had led to the slump of 
the eariy Nineties. 

Today is different with 
the American economy 
seemingly unstoppable, 
even if the President of 
the world's most powerful 
nation may be 
approaching his sell-by 
date. Deflation may be a 
worry but by and large 
prospects really do not 
look too bad 
Investors learned a lot 
in 1998. Putting that 
experience to good use in 
the year to come will be 
the trick that many of us 
will seek to turn in the 
months ahead 

Forecasts are generally 
foolhardy, but perhaps we 
should all now be 
polishing our crystal balls 
and endeavouring to 
second-guess next year's 
market trends. It might 
keep me out of mischief 
as I face the turkey curry 
next week. 

Brian 2bra is chairman 
of the Greig Middleton 
Investment Strategy 
Committee 
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A glance at the table will show you 
how the Legal & General Ail-Share 
Index-Tracking PEP has out-performed 
ail its major All-Share Index -Tracking 
competitors since its launch. 

It follows die FTSE Ail-Share Index. 

This Index reflects the performance of 
the entire stockmarket. so it reduces the 
risk of being over-exposed to shares 
which under-perform and lessen your 
return. In facL j lump sum of A6.UUU 
invested in this PEP ai launch would 
now be worth .£10,2J$fr compared to just 
,£9,366* in ihe average Lflv Growih A 
Income Trust. 

With no initial charges on lump sum 
investments, more of your money is 
invested ai the outset for maximum 
growth potential, there are no 
withdrawal fees and with an annual 
management charge ofO.% D u - the value 
for money is outstanding. 

So make the most of today's 
opportunities. For further details 
(including information on our monthly 
sj\ ing option > call now. 
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0.5% annual management charge 
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Transfer your PEP 
to a top performer. 

The PEP that beat 98% of the competition. 

If you have a PEP, and you Ye not getting the kind of returns you’d 
like, why not take a look at our Europeam-PEP? 

• Outperformed 98 %’ of all 539 unit 
crust PEPs over the last 5 years. 

• Invests in a crust that has been AAA’ rated in b out of the last ' 

7 years". 

• Produced an average return of 18.9%t had the Trust been 
available as a PEP since launch. 

• Outperformed the average European trust since launch 
by 64%t 

Transferring vour PEP is quick and easy. So why not move 
to a top performing PEP today? 

For an application form, return the coupon or cal! » ■ 

0345 6789 10 

Quote reference no. 394DE5 
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Please return to: Scottish Wdiwv Customer Services Department, FREEPOST EH 29 20. lb Bernard Street, Edinburgh EH6 OBR. 
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Looking for an item with classic appeal, but that is modem at the same time? You need the 
New Traditionalists - steeped in Britishness, and available via the Internet. By Karen Falconer 


Going 
back to 
British 
basics 


T ake a look at recent 
headlines and things 
are looking pretty 
gloomy on the British 
high street But, 
when the large re- 
tailers catch a Christmas cMD, the 
shopping world is not necessari- 
ly collapsing with flu. For as one 
big name after another suffers a 
decline in profitability, away from 
the bustle of the City, a new breed 
of retailers is doing rather nicely. 

Meet the New Traditionalists, 
the perfect counterpoint to the 
beedi and steel brigade, which cel- 
ebrate - and trade on - Britishness 
without either the funkiness of 
Cool Britannia or the stuffiness of 
Jermyn Street - more Ledbury 
market town than Metrocentre 
mall, more Martha Stewart than 
Marks & Spencer What unites this 
disparate gang is an emphasis on 
personal taste and quality and a 
studied distaste for the indis- 
criminate mass market 

Where Laura Ashley and Yard- 
ley got themselves labelled as gift 
places for grannies fay affluent 
baby-boomers, the new names on 
the block may be selling tradition. 


idea and making it different," adds 
Briscoe. “There's a dear trend to- 
wards kitchenware and cooking. 
But cooking has changed: it’s no 
longer about a woman putting a 
meal on the table three times a 
day. It’s therapeutic; a hobby." 

Hence the special soap for 
dishwasher hands (£6.951; aro- 
mas to create the smell of home 
cooking around ready-made meals 
(£3.95); and, for the millennium 
neurotic, a fruit and vegetable 
wash to remove surface pesti- 
cides (£5.50), passed by the US food 
regulatory body, the FDA. 

Crabtree & Evelyn grew on the 
high street to its current 700 out- 
lets but, in contrast, the neat House 
mail-order catalogue started life 
within a British art gallery, the 
Hambledon Gallery, now evolved 
into a 3,000sqft “destination shop”. 

“It’s hard to make an art gallery 
financially viable in Dorset, so 
two-and-a-half years ago we set up 
the mail-order operation. We’ve 
had a fantastic yean touch lots of 
wood," says Victoria SufSeld, 
House's director. “We called it 
House because all the pho- 
tographs are shot in the house - 


but it is carefully selected fpr*. a scruffy, lived-in one, with mucky 
modern taste. J"'' ! basins anifrusty taps.” 

Take Crabtree & Evsflya, ja f Wfr vgt- Fresh fe f ttM^ M tf&repIbtured 
pany that has survived several jostlinginlaige wire baskets (£31); 


decades and is renowned for clas- 
sics such as its jojoba soap and 
pine bath essence. “We've stepped 
up several gears in the last cou- 
ple of years and are now bringing 
out products that will make peo- 
ple sit up,” explains Catie Briscoe. 
“Our watchwords are innovation, 
relevance and lifestyle, and our 
image is that of a sanctuary. If we 
weren't so innovative, we’d be 
suffering more, because con- 
sumers are far more knowledge- 
able than they used to be, and 
know what they want” 

The recent Crabtree & Evelyn 
Aromathology collection, all 
sourced from small producers 
that use organic or wild-gathered 
plants, includes a Headache Aide 
that is perfect for the stressed-out 
Nineties person who struggles 
between work and sbiatsu ses- 
sions. Last yean the company 
also launched Gardeners, a range 
of skincare products specifically 
devised to address the boom in 
gardening And already Gardeners 
Hand Therapy (£8.95) has knocked 
jojoba soap from its pedestal of 25 
years as a best-seller. 

Savouring the success of inno- 
vation, the company is launching 
a new Cooks range next March. 
“It’s about taking a very simple 


Stocking 

Filler 


plain white china dinner plates 
(£10.95) are personalised with cu- 
rious place-cards and menu-hold- 
ers (£9.95 for four); and the 
best-selling Moroccan tea glasses 
(£14.95 for six) are filled with- 
dainty flowers. There’s also a se- 
lection of sisal baskets to store logs 
(from £3.95), lights, vases, sheets, 
toys. .. “It’s all about personal se- 
lection, but I don’t want to be too 
dictatorial They’re quite simple 
items, and you don’t have to buy 
into the whole House thing. I want 
people to buy beautiful pieces 
from us, then put them with their 
own things." says Victoria Suffield. 

Duntisboume is based around 
similar values, but steps further 
into British traditionalism. Based 
in Cheshire, and started in Octo- 
ber this year by two people who 
previously supplied scarves to 
high-street retailers, it has a quin- 
tessential Britishness represent- 
ed by an ideal - a form in the 
Cotswolds that is pictured, to set 
the scene, at the beginning of the 
small but beautifully produced 
catalogue. Duntisbourne has also 
launched a gallery on the Internet; 
which aims to sell one-off pieces 
to an international market 

“Duntisbourne products are all 
band-made in Britain. We want to 



Six Of The 

Best 

PLACECARD HOLDERS 



Mini dipholder for placecards, £5 
for six, Paperchase (0171 580 
8496) 



Silver-plated elephant placecard 
holders, £69.50 for six. The 
General Trading Company (0171 
730 0411) 




' i. 






Place card and menu holders, 
£9.95 for four; House (01258 454884 
for mail order) 



Best of British: hand painted salmon bowl, £8L95 from the Duntisbourne catalogue, top; House's best-selling Moroccan 
tea glasses, £14.95 for six, above right; Crabtree & Evelyn’s new Cooks range, which Includes the spice soaps shown 
above left, is due out in March ana starts at £3.95 for innovative cooking aroma sprays 


offer future heirlooms," says its co- 
founder Venetia Hendiy. “We're 
not trying to be twee country: 
everything we select will fit in the 
modern home - but it won’t be 
chrome. Its thinking is opposite to 
that of the high street, which is 
awash with cheap imports at low 
prices." Pieces indude antique oak 
mirrors (£74.95), hand-forged 
steel-pipe fire-blowers (£18.95), 
sycamore band-turned bowls 
(£69.95), and cobalt-blue glass 
bowls (£149.95). Best-sellers so 
far are the wrought-iron candle 


sticks (£43 for two including can- 
dles). hand-painted farmyard 
china (from £34.95), and a hand- 
painted salmon bowl CE84L95). 

A similar venture, set up just 
over a year ago, is Country Liv- 
ing magazine’s By Post Devel- . 
oped from the Country Living fair; 
this was initially set up to sell sea- 
sonal Christmas gifts, but this 
year it has expanded into selling 
lifestyle items, and is toying with 
the idea of becoming biannual 
rather than just seasonal (at the 
moment it runs onfy from October 


to February). • 

As with the other New Tradi- 
tionalists, By Post prides itself on 
selling goods that are in some way 
exclusive. “Our customers don’t 
mind spending money, as long as 
what they are buying is different," 
says Helen Riley, product develop- 
er for the company. 

Best-sellers include the pash- 
mina shawl (CL24A5) which arrives 
man elegant site envelope; leather 
wash bags (£19.95) and various 
Christmas decorations (from 
£12.95). 


However; while consumers are 
not flashing their money about, 
perhaps, as maintained in a report 
for American Express last week, 
this is as much to do with in- 
creasing canniness as with a lack 
of confidence in the economy. 

Fbr more information contact- 
Crabtree & Evelyn on 0171-603 
1611, or ’ www.crabtree- 
ejjelyn.com ; House on 01258 
830209; Duntisbourne on 0161-988 
5880 or www. duTUisboitme.com; 
By Post on 01536 720144 



Stiver-plated pig place card 
holders, £15.99 for three. The 
National Trust (0117 988 4747) 




Shoptalk 


Out With The Old 


Stocking 



FOR THE last stocking Hler of 
the meek, make sure your 
Christmas buys have 
somewhere nice to await their 
unwrapping. This hand- 
finished woollen stocking 
comes from Shaker and will 
make even a squidgy satsuma 
seem a sophisticated gift. 
Available in small, £27.%, or 
large, £44.95, on 0171-935 9461. 


HIP COVENT Garden clothes 
shop, Koh Samui, is well 
known for its sophisticated 
and colour-coded clothes rails 
and for the troupe of fashion 
folk and celebrities that mar ch 
through its doors. From £49 
for a Christa Davis vest to 
. £1200 for a RutiDanan dress, 
it’s not difficult to see what 
attracts shoppers such as 
Kylie Minogue, Kate Moss and 
Bjbrk to the coathangers 
supporting garments by 
fashionable young designers 
such as Lainey Keogh, Tristan 
Webber; YMC and Dries 
Van Noten. 

Pour years ago, Paul 
Sexton and Talita Zoe gave 
up their jobs to open Koh 
Samui in order to sell the sort 
of clothes that they 
themselves like. The idea was 
that it would serve as a 
showcase for young British 
fashion designers and. 
besides the friendly service, 
customers can enjoy the 
opportunity to pick up a little ' 
something by a soon-to-be- 
noticed designer - although 











these days it is equally likely 
to be someone from the 
international scene. 

The pair are credited with 
having just about the best eye 
that there is for spotting the 
Next Big Thing in feet, these 
champions of British design 
are doing so well that the 
owners of the exotically 


named store opened a second 
shop in Khightsbridge earlier 
this month. 

The new Koh Samui shop is 
at 28 Lowndes Street, London 
SWl (0171-838 9292); the 
original is at 65 Monmouth 
Street, London, WC2 (0171- 
2404280) 


WHEN YOU’VE got to 
Christmas Eve without so 
much as ripping the end 
off the SeQotape, let alone 
unzipping your wallet, it’s 
time to reach for the 
chocolate. Get it right with 
James’s handmade 
French chocolates. £5.95 a 
box from Mortimer & 
Bennett, 33 Turnham 
Green Terrace, London 
W4 (0181-9954145) ... 


In With The New 


... or you could simply 
forget all about the 
chocolates and get a sweet 
tooth. Tteat your friends’ 
chompers with respect: 
give them fillings of a 
purely floral kind by 
buying them a funky 
ceramic "molar” vase. The 
Michael Sodeau design 
pictured here costs £55 
from Same (0171-247 9992). 


v*", \ 


AJessi pearwood photo, postcard, 
placecard and menu holder; £9.95. 
Ocean (0800 8484840) 




handbag 

r Sf Car< l holders - £12.50^® 
Graham & Green (0171 727 4594) 
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LIFE’S TOUGH on those mean dty 
streets - but, come on, not that 
tough. Probably the most distress- 
ing urban experience you can put 
your armoured off-road vehicle 
through is the local 50p carwash. If 
this is the kind of pampered street 
life you lead, then here is your es- 
sential urban toolkit From transport 
to communications, the well- 
equipped urbanite hag all options 
covered and, more importantly, 
meticulously abides by the Golden 
Rules of Gadgetry and Urban Gear. 

RULE NUMBER ONE: 

Being able to cope with every even- 
tuality, however ludicrous, is the 
name of the game. Overqualification 
is one important maxim. 

Tbol For che rule: the Casio Pro 
Trek PRT 40E. In the world of soph- 
isticated e gg -timers, this is the one 
that will tell you what psychological 
problems the chicken bad. The 
bulges at the side of the watch 
house a range of sensors lh~i c^n 
belpyou get your various bezr-F.r.. 

A digital compass tells yc»- exs. / \y 
where you’re heading in life, the on- 
board barometer chips in with a few 
handy hints about the weather and 
the altimeter can tell you how high 
you are (great for clubbers). If you 
■ program in how high you vxmt to be, 
the alarm will automatically sound 
when you reach that altitude (5th 
floor Harvey Nicks, whatever). If it’s 
dark and cold up there, just flick 
your wrist and the auto-illuminator 
will help you read the temperature 
gauge. Research will also reveal the 
dull stuff such as times, alarms and 
stopwatches, but by then you won’t 
even care. 

Gost: £189.95 

RULE NUMBER TWO: 

Gadget density. The correct size-to- 
■ weight ratio is vital if you're going 
to convince anyone of the serious- 
ness of your tooL 

tbol for the rale: the oddly named 
Leaiherman Wave (not to be mis- 
taken for a friendly S&M enthusiast) 
fits die bill here. This little brick of 
stainless steel opens its arms to be- 
come a shed-toad of screwdrivers, pli- 
ers, blades and openers, phis a saw, 
wire-stripper and a diamond-coated 
file. Whetharyou wantitfbr fiSngyour 
nails while waiting for a bus, or de- 
. . ckfingtobuikiyourownvehidetoget 
.*1*3 you home in time for tea, this a cru- 
cial bulge for your back pocket 
Cost: £89.95 

RULE NUMBER THREE: 

In the field of communications, the 
weight rule is turned on its head. Hie 
ideal here is to be able to cany an 
office in your pocket without even 
knowing it’s there. 

Tbot for the rale: the Nokia 9110 
Communicator (due out in Jan- 
uary) weighs 253 grams and allows 
-fyi to phone in sick, fax in sick, e- 
CaaH in side- even send the pictori- ’ 
al evidence - all from the comfort of 
your sun-dappled deckchafc As well 
as the host of Windows-compatible 
personal organiser facilities, the 
Communicator can receive pictures 
via infrared from digital cameras and 
also has Multi Media Card removable 
data- storage. Its capacities as an of- 
fice are sadly lacking, however; when c 
it comes to wild Christmas parties, b 
Cos*: £350-£450 H 


I Want To Own... Some urban Hardware 

The toys are back in town 











Ni?l 




m 




m&m. 






•• 




mm 









rr?-:! 










..:V -**•*!» IT, ••**?■. - : :J 


Tools of the urban trade 
(clockwise from top left): City 
Bug fold-away electronic 
scooter, £550; Leatherman 
Wave. £89.95; Casio Pro TVek 
PRT 40E, £189.95; and the 
Nokia 9110 Communicator, 
due in January for £350-450 
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RULE NUMBER FOUR: 

Excessive durability and protec- 
tion, ©specialty where carrying all 
%»the clobber is concerned. Gad- 
geteers have a Paviovian reaction to 
the word “professional” as an em- 
blem on any product, suggesting as 
it does the toughness and specifi- 


cation demanded by those whose 
lives depend on them. 

■foot Fear the rale: to make sure you 
won’t be knocked off course by any 
stray thermonuclear explosions, 
sniper attacks, pollution or freak 
weather conditions as you pop out 
to take the cat for its evening stroll, 
invest in a Vexed Generation bal- 
listic nylon Parka. 

This is a garment with “specific- 
ations’ 7 that would put the average 


tank to shame: it’s made from high 
tenacity nylon 66 (fashionable with 
the Ministry of Defence for flak 
jackets and blast-proofing) and 
comes internally coated with neo- 
prene for water and fire resistance; 
has strategic padding around the 
pelvis, kidneys, spinal column and 
head; plus a full-face hood for pro- 
tection and anonymity, and a special 
sleeve pocket for respiratory mask. 
Paranoia is definitely back in style 


- and if you have trouble getting a 
taxi to stop for you on the way back 
from your local war zone, just chuck 
yourself on to the bonnet with non- 
chalant impunity. 

Cost: £210 

RULE NUMBER FIVE: 

If it’s fast we like it - and that, of 
course, means transport 
Too! for the rote: if throwing your- 
self on the bonnet fails, it’s time to 


whip out your shiny City Bug fold- 
away electronic scooter. At a racy 
maximum speed of I5mph you run 
the risk of being overtaken by the av- 
erage crisp packet in a breeze, but 
it is rechargeable and its 1,200-watt 
motor has a 12-mile range. The 
downside to this nifty machine is 
that although the frame weighs 
next to nothing, the battery would 
need some serious weight-watching 
to make it anything like portable - 


and that, unless the idea of a whale 
pe da lli ng along on the bicycle of a 
small chDd appeals, or you are the 
kind of person whose main concern 
is whether the helmet you are ad- 
vised to wear win cause distress to 
your locks, it is guaranteed to make 
you feel sOty. It’s tough on the streets 
- but you’ve got to keep a sense of 
humour. 

Ccst: £550 

Pascal wyse 


The Casio Pro Trek PRT 40E is 
available from Time Fbr Life on 
0171-497 0534: for Leathennan 
stockists, or product information, 
call the importers, Whitby Products, 
on 01539 721032; fbr your nearest 
Nokia stockist call 0990 003110 ; 
Vexed Generation clothing is avail- 
able from 0171-237 6224 ; and fbr 
stockists of the City Bug fold- 
away electronic scooter, call 
01276 679558 


Check it Out 


CHRISTMAS SURVIVAL BUYS 


UNFORTUNATELY IT is rarefy 
just geese that get fat and fed up 
over the festive season. Truth is. 
a week of wild nights, serious 

.gorging and a few too many glass- 
Jfes of festive cheer contribute to 
hangover hell for all but the most 
clued-up of party kittens. The 
good news is that ydU can min- 
imise the damage without sacri- 
ficing the seasonal pleasures with 
The Independents ttys fbr sur- 
viving Christmas. 

The first festive rule is to be 

discerning when sleeping around. 
If you’re ptyying away from home, 
rememb er to take a Roly Poly™ 
bed with you to ensure a proper 
night’s sleep. Named because of 
its SWiss-ndl shape, the single cot- 
ton fhton is li gh tweight compact 
and a reasonable £24.95 - and it 
zips up into an easily carried 
shape with han dles. New this 
month, it's available in navy, 
green, terracotta or petrol blue 
from The FUton Company (0171- 

978 4498 for Stockists). 

Dress to impress and keep 
cosy too with red, magenta and 
Wftie pyjamas. £60 by A br a ham & 

1 ■ *fhakore (from the Conran Shop, 
0171-589 7401) and be sure to in- 
sist on a new Comforel® pillow. 
Made by DuPont, they cost from 
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£15 and are available at Marks & 
Spencer and major department 
stores. The duster-fibre filling is 
designed to support your head 
throughout the night. 

Another important point is to 
keep up appearances, however 
rough youfeeL If you’ve overdone 
it the night before, get yourself 
back in the mood with Cariad Aro- 
matherapy party blend, £535 for 
100ml (01932 269921 for stock- 
ists). With dary sage, bergamot, 
orange, peppermint and ylang- 
yfaag, this is the perfect quick fix 
to wake you up and leave your 
skin feeling peachy. Hide any 
morningafler horrors with Est&e 
Lauder’s Minute Makeup, a 
qirick-to-appty cream foundation 
stick that costs £21 (0800 525501 
fin* stockists); and supportive but 
sesy underwear from BodyShm- 
mers Nancy Ganz (0115 9795796). 
The 15 pieces range from Hi-Cut 


briefs (£16) to the Hourglass Body 
Dress (£26). 

Finally, fortify the soul with a 
glass or two of Rosemount Es- 
tate's fruity 1997 Shiraz (£6.99 
from rna jnr supermarkets and 
off-licences) and put on some 
cheery Christmas tunes. The 
Cool Yule CD from Hallmark 
costs a jazzy £2.99 (0181-207 6207 
for stockists). 

And, you should always mate 
sure you have a little something 
iq} your sleeve for times of emer- 
gency. Shirt-wearers shouldn’t 
leave home without some As- 
pirin Cuffinks, £3255 from Savifle- 
Edefls (0171-351 1221) - if you feel 
a h eadache coining on, relief is 
dose to hand. 

If it all goes horribly wrong, in- 
vest in an urban-survival hang- 
over kit £9.95 from Fbrmatia 
(0171-831 0830). This includes 
high-strength vitamin C tablets, 
hopscotch bitters to soothe the 
livei; and a pot of healing lip 
balm. Or recover lolling in the 
bath with Whittanfs Eye Bag 
Tea, £2.50 (0800 525092 for near- 
est store): filled with flowers and 
camomile for tired, over-partied 
eyes. Then jump into your new py- 
jamas, unfurl your new futon, 
and dream about the next party. 




Seasonal savers (clockwise from top 
right): aspirin cufflinks, £32.95 from Sav- 
ille-Edells; Roly Poly”', £24J5 from The 
Futon Company, and Abraham & Thakore py- 
jamas, £60 from a selection at the Conran 
Shop; Eye Bag Iba, £2^0 from Whhtard 


IF I WIN THE 
Lottery Tonight... 

Leonard Slatkin, Conductor 


THE FIRST thing Td do if I 
suddenly won the lottery 
would be to put an amount of 
money away for my fbur-and- 
a-half-year-old son’s educa- 
tion. Then I would try to 
secure a way of fending more 
arts education in all public 
schools in the United States, 
because I think it’s one of the 
great weaknesses in the 
system over there at 
foe moment. 

Young people in toe public 
sector do not receive as 
much education in music, 
painting and drama as they 
used to, because we have cut 
the fending for them in 
favour of science and 
mathematics. This is despite 
the fact that exposure to the 
arts at a young age improves 
their scores in other 
subjects. The program would 
start as soon as children 
started school and part of toe 
money would have to go 
towards training people to 
teach property. 



In a similar vein, we need 
to make sure the US has 
more exposure to the higher 
forms of culture. Unlike 
countries such as the UK 
France and Germany, toe 
States does not have that 
many options for exposure to 
great drama and music on 
radio or television. Fbr some 
reason, it’s just not the way 
we operate, even though we 
used to have it all the time. 

Td also buy myself a 
plane. If I bought a little jet 1 
wouldn’t be subject to toe 
ridiculous timetables of the 


airlines which never fly when 
I need them to. I hate flying. 
In fact. I'm petrified of flying. 
I don't like getting on 
airplanes at all but if I'm 
going to do it, I might as well 
be in my own plane. 

I certainty wouldn't quit 
what Tm doing now. So few 
people get the chance to do 
what I do. But perhaps I 
could be a little more 
exclusive in what I chose to 
do, as I wouldn't have to 
think about how much money 
1 was earning. 

Leonard Slatkin is principal 
guest conductor with the 
PhiOiarmonia Orchestra 
and launches Part I of 
“Czech Connections*’ at the 
Bedford Com Exchange, 
tonight ( 01234 269 529). 

“ Discovering Music With 
Leonard Slatkm” is onBBC 
Radio 3 at 6pm daily from 
Monday to 1 January. 

Interview by 
Diona Gregory 
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After August, January is the boom time for buying new cars. Gavin Green picks the best of the bunch, whateve r your budget 

New cars for a new year: your 
guide to the class of 1999 


T he annual August plate-change 
may be over much to the relief 
of the very people who first 
requested it (the car industry). 
January, however, remains a key 
month for car-buying. After all, the next 
best thing to a new letter on the plate is a 
new year on the registration documents. 
Accordingly high-street stores shouldn't be 
the only places with queues of eager 
buyers lining up after Christmas. The car 
dealers, who need a bit of New "Vfear cheer- 
ing up, should also be doing very nicely. But 
where to spend your money? Here’s our 
guide to the best new cars for the new year. 
City cars; Go to the Continent and order 

one of the new Mercedes-Benz Smart 
cars (about £7,000), the most cleverly con- 
ceived city car even UK sales aren’t sched- 
uled until 2000, at the earliest Ftmhy to look 
at, and a buzz to drive, the new Smart is 
more than a foot shorter than a Mini, so 
it’s a dnch to park. It is also beautifully built 
Mind you, for long motorway dashes or 
four-up family motoringyou'H need some- 
thing biggen If you don't fancy shopping 
abroad, go for a Fiat Seicento (from £6,495) 
which, unlike the Smart, has back seats. 

Fiesta-class super-minis: The French 
have given us a brace of good cars in this 
class this year - the (Coventry-built ) Peu- 
geot 206 (from £8,945), and the new Renault 
Clio (from £8,350). The Peugeot is roomier 
and more fun to drive. The only drawback 
is the poor driving position for big-footed 
men. Also recommended is the Volks- 
wagen Polo (from £8,290). but avoid the 
flaccid l-litre models. 

Golf-sized hatchbacks: Hie new Ford 
Focus (from £12,850), Europe’s Car of the 
Year, has raised the stakes so high in this 
sector that rivals must be wondering what 
to do to catch up. It’s superb to drive, econ- 
omical, roomy and stylish. But a Volks- 
wagen Golf (from £12,250) is better made, 
and feels a dassier car inside. 

Mondeo-sized family cars: The 
Volkswagen Passat (from £15,460) is the 
pick of the bunch. The best engine options 
are either the 1.8-Iitre 20-valve petrol 
mo toe or the superbly economical 1. 9-Iitre 
turbo -diesel. Also recommended: the new 
Honda Accord (from £15,295), a car of al- 
most seamless competence, if bland. 

Sporty saloons: The BMW 3-series 
(from £19,745), which was revised ibis year, 
is the pick. It is such a superbly rounded 










Leading the pack: (above) Mercedes S-class 500; (top right) Fbrd Focus; (bottom right) Peugeot 206 


car; responsive to drive, beautifully made 
and so tangibly well engineered. As with 
all BMWs. go for a six-cylinder model: it 
is one of the world’s finest engines. The 
graceful Alfa 156 (from £17,971) runs the 
BMW close but, ultimately laris the depth 
of eng ineering. 

Big cars: The BMW 5-series (from 
£24,405) is probably the jack, thanks to its 
build quality; driver appeal and thorough en- 
gineering. Stick to the sixes: don’t bother 
about the pricy V8. The new Alfa 166, com- 
ing in late January (from £22^00) is also 


wortha glance. The new Jaguar S-type (from 
about £28.000) may looka bit retro for some 
tastes, but the eariy word is that it drives 
superbly. It goes on sale in late Marcb- 
Luxury cars: The new Mercedes S-dass 
(from £43,640) hits Britain in eariy March. 
It is superb, probably the most completely 
engineered car that has ever been 
launched. The Jaguar XJB (from £35,205) 
is older and less polished, but more charm- 
ing, and its V8 engine is supreme^ refined 
Sports cars: The new Mazda MX-5 
(from £15,520) is even better than the old 


model- superbly practical fold-down hood, 
great to drive and brilliant value, helped 
more by its low depredation. Also recom- 
mended: die Lotus Elise (£21,100). The 
quality is a bit suspect, but the driving ex- 
perience is unmatched. 

Supercars: The Subaru Impreza Dirbo 
four-wheel drive (from £13,715) is the most 
supremely capable fast car in the world, 
and the quickest for gobbling up those long 
and winding back roads. It is also an in- 
credibly easy car to drive. But it does look 
a bit dulL If you fancy cuttmg-a-bit more 


of a dash, go for the touch more pricy Fer- 
rari 550 Maraneilo (£149.701). 

Estates: Hie world's best, money-no- 
object estate car is the Mercedes E-class 
wagon (from £27.845) - roomy beautifully 
wrought and good to drive. If you can’t af- 
ford almost 30 grand, then a Volkswagen 
Passat (from £16,410) is voy nearly as good. 

AxAs: Britain's favourite off-roaden the 
Land Rover Discovery (from £25^520), has 
been completely revised, although, with its 
carry-over styling, you'd never knowit The 
new Disco is miles better than its roly-poly 


predecessor: Buy the turbo-diesel: the V8 
petrol model’s thirst for fuel will very soon 
bankrupt you. If competent on-road behav- 
iour is what you really really want and you 
thinka 4x4 would spice up your life, then get 
yourself a Mercedes M-class (from £31,780). 
If that’s too big, go for the Land Rover Ree- 
lander (from £16570), cod and sporiy. 

People carrier: The new Renault Es- 
pace (from £19,670) is king, due to fantas- 
tic versatility. If five seat^arejenough, the 
Renault Megane Scenic (from £22,995) is 
fine value, practical and,good to drive. 


Ford’s big cat’s got good looks but no claws 


The Cougar has a great ad (Dennis Hopper reliving Easy Rider ) and eye-catching styling. But how does it drive? By Roger Bell 



FIRST THERE was the fbrd Capri, 
the car (as the admen insisted) you 
always promised yourself. It sold 
briskly, wore out three suits of 
clothes, and made pots of money. 
After its demise, fbrd did without a 
coupe until 1994, when the US-built 
Probe was imported to despatch 
VauxhaU's pretty Calibra. It wasn’t 
a bad car; the Probe, but it wasn’t an 
especially memorable one, either. It 
dSdrft capture the mood of the nation 
as the Capri bad done. Serious 
drivers spurned it (as they did the 
now defunct Calibra). Sales bombed. 

Now we have the Cougar- fbrd’s 
third middleweight coupe since the 
late Sixties. Just as the rear-drive 
Capri was a dressed-up Cortina, so 
the Cougar, mid-Atlantic in style and 
flavour is a Mondeo in drag. And 


there’s nothing wrong with that, 
given the Mondeo’s qualities. 

Fbrd’s bold “new edge" design, 
first seen in the Ka, later adopted for 
the Puma (Cougar’s kid brother) and 
the mainstream Fbcus, weD suited 
tiie adventurous Cougar. A coupe 
without style is a coupe without 
point However “new edge” - think 
of it as definition by intersecting arcs 
- does tend to polarise opinions, so 
the Cougar is not to everyone’s 
liking. Aggressively faced and curi- 
ously scalloped, it has head-turning 
presence, but not the breathtaking 
elegance of Peugeot's 406 coupe - 
one of several rivals that are not 
going to make it easy for the Cougar 

Dynamically, the range-topping 
25 V6 (there is also a 2.0 “four”), 
struggles to make the grade against 


more powerful opposition. The 
140mph V6 is no sluggard, but it 
sounds more exciting than it feels 
when accelerating. Not that there is 
anything mfld-mannered about the 
smooth, waiting engine’s delivery - 
best exploited by indulgent use of a 
slick gearchange. What the hefty 
Cougar needs (and will probably get) 
is the Mondeo ST200’s more power- 
ful 200bhp engine. But even with 
the present I68bhp screamer econ- 
omy is indifferent if you exploit 
the performance. 

After the Fbcus that I drove the 
same duy, toe Cougar’s handling and 
steering felt a bit remote and life- 
less. Competent yes, uplifting no. 
Generous lyres push up cornering 
powers and safety margins - 
reinforced by sophisticated anti- 


lock brakes and traction control 
which protect against wheelspin 
and skids. Standard equipment 
includes two airbags, leather 
upholstery air-conditioning (or sun- 
roof) alloy wheels and cruise controL 

The 2.5 V6 wants for little in the 
way of kit By coupd standards, it is 
also roomy more a full four-seater 
than a two -plus -two. A brickbat for 
powered front seats that don't 
support as well as they should, 
bouquets for a fully adjustable steer- 
ing wheel and stylish dash. 

While toe Cougar may lack that 
spark of genius which distinguishes 
the cheaper Focus, Ford’s new 
middleweight eoup6 is. if not a mem- 
orable driving experience, at least 
an enjoyable means of transport 
And bqy do the neighbours notice. 


SPECIFICATIONS 

FORD COUGAR 2.5 V6 C) 

Price: £21,000 

Engine: 2544cc, six cylinders, 24 
valves. iSSbhp at 6250rpm 
Transmission: five-speed man- 
ual gearbox front-wheel drive 
Performance: 140rnph, 0-60 in 
8.3sec, 29.4mpg combined cycle 

RIVALS 

Alfa Romeo GTV 3.0 V6: 

£27,795. Striking looks, great en- 
gine, faster than Ford. A gem. 

Rat Coupe 2.0 20V Turbo: 

£22,825. Testosterone on a bud- 
get Stonking performance, 
great to drive, striking looks. £ 
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TUX FREE 
CARS 


SUSSEX IHPORTB LIMITED 5 



Save up to 30% on yonr i r Reg. car 

We are now taking orders for New richt-hand drive 
vehicles for March 1" l‘T REG.) delivery 


• Order to yonr specification 
> Save even more with oar 
Unique self import guide. Visit our web site 
for a full Tbur of services including 

many vehicles available for 

-DIATE DELIVERY 



SUSSEX IMPORTS LTD. 

Web site: www.sussBX-imports.co.uk 
Tel: 01 424 218 084 

Fax: 01 424 218 085 
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SAAB 


SAAB SAVINGS 



R REG SAAB 9-5 2.0 ECO 

£16.995.00 

LIMITED NUMBER OF PRIVATELY OWNED VEHICLES 
AVAILABLE UNDER T 0,000 MILES 

; CONTROL □'FRONT & SDE AJR8AGS. 

RM □WANCEOF5AAB3VR 

WARRANT/. 

IBOWNGEWECOW. DT5AVE ££ THOUSANDS ON 
1998 MODES. NEW COST. 

ICAR5AVW1&E 

morgan pembridae 

EXECUTIVE CAR SPECIALISTS 
CHILWORTH ROUNDABOUT, SOUTHAMPTON 
TEL: 01703 292999 FAX: 01703 769825 

30 SAAB5 ALWAYS IN STOCK - PLEASE RING US 
WITH YOUR SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS. 


FORD FIESTA GHIA l.3i 

K reg. Tax and Mot, White, 
[Average mileage. Sunroof, Clocking, 
Immobiliser, Very good condition. 
Lady owner. £3850 ono. 

Tel:-0I795 S37822 eves 
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My Worst Car 

Ian Botham's Datsun 180 SSS 


Not a nice one, Datsun 


I HAVE had plenty of pretty rum 
jalopies, especially when I was 
a kid. Most of them were rusty, 
slow and just plain unreliable. 
But by far the worst of them all 
was a really horrible Datsun. 

Now this wasn’t an ordinary 
saloon, like a Sunny but a 180 
SSS fastback. Twenty years 
ago it was still regarded as a 
stylish coupd, and that may be 
why I bought it, but now I have 
my doubts. The colour scheme 
wasn't up to very much, with 
custard-yeflow paintwork and a 
black vinyl root 

Apart from looking terrible, 
its reputation for reliability was 
equally bad. Everything that 
could go wrong with that car 
did go wrong. I don't ‘know 
where to start, or stop, with the 
catalogue of mechanical fail- 
ures -except to say that if you 
name a part I probably paid to 
have it replaced - cylinder 
head, suspension, brakes, 
steering, electrics, starter, 
alternator; radiator... 

I won’t go on. In fact. I seem 
to remember that the radiator 
was probably the most common 
cause of upsets, springing a 
leak, then boiling over and get- 
ting me into even more trouble. 



As likely to break down as England’s current batting line-up - Botham’k Datsun 


That trouble usually involved 
being broken down somewhere 
on the Al. I lost count of the 
number of times that my father- 
in-law cam e out and rescued 
me from the roadside. It made 
me miss appointments, meals 
- although luckily not cricket 
matches. In total I owned that 
car for three months and I got 
no more than four days of strife- 
free motoring out of it In fact 
if it did start first time in the 


morning and then ran for any 
length of time, 1 would be in a 
state of extreme shock. It got to 
the point where if someone 
had offered me a fiver to take 
that Datsun away. I'd have 
pulled their arm off. 

It cost me a fortune to run, 
without actually running any- 
where at alL When it did work 
it was surprisingly quick and 
comfortable; otherwise it was 
mostly stationary and a com- 


plete pain. I don’t know what 
happened to that Datsun and I 
don't actually care. With any 
luck it has been reconstituted 
into something more useful - 
uke a can of baked beans. 

Ian Botham, the farmer 
England cricket captain, is jf’ 
commentating on England’s ■ 
-tehes tour in Australia jar 
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, Buy back to the future 

The passion for all things Sixties is slowly moving into the property market. By Penny Jackson 


A t the moment, just about 
anything from the Sixties 
is snapped up. Lamps, 
chairs, sofas and rugs are 
displayed with new-found 
admiration anywhere from 
Edwardian semis to loft apartments. 
Anywhere, that is, but a Sixties house. On 
^ scale of trendiness, the marker hovers 
*3eiy close to zero when it comes to the 
homes of that decade. 

Box-tike, functional and unloved, they 
are often a second best for buyers who 
want a particular location, but cannot af- 
ford older properties. The principles of 
the modern movement of bringing light 
into buildings and freeing up the inter- 
nal space were distorted by the push to 
build as many homes as quickly and 
cheaply as possible. Yet the good homes 
of the time are unerringly dose to what 
ra&vy buyers are looking for today. 
~.4riis is an irony not lost on Jane 
CoVlins (above ) , who loves all things Six- 
ties. Hers is no sudden conversion - her 
loyalty has been unswerving through 
chintz, Victoriana and Conran chic. “Tan 
years ago, people would walk into my 
house and admire it, but they wouldn’t feel 
happy with it for themselves. Now they 
love it and buy anything they can.** 


Collins's faith is evident from her 
London shop, Sixty 6. Even though con- 
temporary designers produce good 
copies of Sixties furniture, people want 
something original. “Otherwise their 
homes look like catalogues. Most light- 
ing was much better made 30 years ago." 

• So how many take their treasures, like 
the newtyaixiv^ white-plastic- an d-st eel 
swivel ehafo back to a Sixties setting? As 
far as Jane Collins knows, none. “I am 
sure it win happen. No one has set a trend 
yet I would much rattier live in a cube 
than something mock-Georgian." 

The features of a period property so 
closely conform to what many people re- 
gard as the perfect family house that they 
could never imagine living elsewhere. 
Until a year ago, Elizabeth Saveli would 
have rejected a Sixties house out of hand. 
But die and her family wanted to live in 
Dulwich, south-east London, and they 
needed a garage. “At first we thought it 
would be a wrench moving from an 
older place, but we really enjoy living 
here. We use the whole house in a way 
we never did before, and it feels roomier 
than it really is. Tt's surprising how 
many people say they had never thought 
of looking at something like this, but now 
think it is a good idea^" 


She is particularly struck by the enor- 
mous amount of well-thought-out storage 
space - a design feature of the time - and 
by bow light it is. “We have a lot of win- 
dows and the way the rooms are laid out 
gives an impression of space." Their furn- 
iture didn't adapt quite as easily, though. 
“We got rid of some pieces, and found 


7 am sure it will 
happen. No one has set 
a trend yet. 1 would 
much rather live in a 
cube than something 
mock-Georgian 1 


ourselves looking at things we never 
would have dreamt of buying before." 

Avril Campbell from Bush ells, the es- 
tate agents, is used to people somewhat 
grudgingly looking at Sixties homes. 
Some will refuse to consider anything 
later than turn-of-the-century, and re- 
serve a special horror for anything built 


in the Sixties, while others are won over 
by position, price and, more often than 
not, the garage. “They may be able to get 
a four-bedroom detached house with a 
double garage for around £350,000, which 
is good for the area. They then have more 
money to spend on the house and end up 
having made a fair saving.'’ 

On their books at present is the un- 
likely object of a great deal of attention; 
a Sixties bungalow, dubbed The Party 
House. A developer has opened up vir- 
tually the whole bungalow using glass 
doors and screens. Purple timber deck- 
ing has been used in the courtyard gar- 
den. Square Fbot, the developers, have 
moved as for away as possible from the 
granny image of the bungalow, and used 
a combination of white walls, spot light- 
ing and wood flooring to attract a new 
kind of buyer. 

In Blackheath, the Sixties -built Span 
homes, which were considered a cut 
above manyoftheirilk, have always been 
in demand. They tend to have large open- 
plan ground floors, with screens to make 
the space flexible, and were intended as 
good, affordable housing. That is still the 
case today, according to Mark Epps of 
Wmkworth. It is a way of a getting a 
foothold on the Cator Estate, one of the 


best locations in Blackheath. “Some 
people who are horrified by them at first 
grow to really like them. It is a way of get- 
ting on to (he estate for as litfle as £140,000 
to £200,000.” 

Alice More is selling a house originally 
designed by her father Peter More, an 
architect on the same estate. Most in- 
terest in the property comes from those 
already living in a modern house, who ap- 
preciate the huge open-plan, split-level 
living space. It has five bedrooms and a 
thre^quarter-acre garden “I get the feel- 
ing that people are fed up with harking 
back to the past They want space, and 
they are no longer so frightened of mod- 
ern houses. The British have a peculiar 
dislike of functionalism." 

The house, priced between £650,000 
and £700,000, is listed It is not likely to 
appeal to those who cannot live without 
architraves and ceiling roses, but it does 
knock on the head the notion that ex- 
posing brickwork and doing without in- 
ternal walls is an exclusively Nineties 
trend. It may also be safer than taking 
walls out of old houses. 

BusheUs: 0181-299 1722. Mono house: 
01 71-403 3166. Sixty 6, 66 Marylebone 
High Street. London Wl: 0171-224 6066 


Stepping Stones 

Search for a Smallholding 



COLIN AND Sue Cuthbert have bought 
five properties since 1979. They now own 
a five-acre smallholding in Suffolk 

Most of us have vague aspirations as to 
where we want to live and some 
eventually get there. But Sue and Colin 
say: “From the start we had one aim - to 
own our own smallholding. ~ 

The path was not easy. Sue had 
stopped work to have children and Colin's 
work was lowly paid, but they were 
determined to slowly climb the property 
ladder. “We knew we had to work hard 
and live cheaply to achieve our aim." 

Their first step was a two-bedroom end 
of terrace in the market town of 
Stowmarket, bought for £8,000 in 1979. It 
was dose to Sue’s job in the library, and 
Colin travelled by moped to his council 
depoL Two years later; they sold “by some 
miracle" for £14.000 when prices peaked. 

In 1981 they bought a three-bedroom 
terrace for £16,000 and Sue stayed at 
home to look after their daughter. Their 
son’s arrival prompted a search for 
“somewhere with a bit more garden" and 
in 1984 they sold for £20,000. They heard 
about a timber-framed house on offer at 
£10.000, which had a council dosing order 
on it Some buyers may have balked at the 
work required but Sue and Colin were 
undeterred* “We went for it even though it 
meant living in a caravan for a year." 

The family moved in to the house in 
1985. Whs this their ideal home? “We 
hated it! It was dark and gloomy and we 
moved as soon as we could." 

They stayed until 1986, to avoid 
repaying the grant, but quickly sold for 
£40,000. By now they had enough for a 
smallholding, but were limited in area by 
Colin’s work so plumped for a three- 
bedroom bungalow in half an acre, which 
cost £42,000. They added an extension for 
their third child and were settled until 
they sold for £71,000 in 1991. 

They then decided to take stock and 
rent while looking for their life-long 
dream: “We were getting older; so it was 
now or never." In 1992 “stretching our 
budget almost to breaking point", they 
bought a five-acre smallholding in Suffolk 
for £85,000: “We got it cheaply as it was 
run down, overgrown and needed work." 

The Cuthberts now lead a send- - • 
sufficient lifestyle, keeping pigs, goats, 
and chickens, and growing their food. 
“Ours is not a story of quick profits, but 
with hard work, DIY and taking chances 
anyone can own their ideal home." 

Genetta vendrjckas 

THOSE MOVES IN BRIEF 

1979 - bought two-bedroom house for 

£8,000, sold for £14,000. 

1981 - bought three-bedroom terrace end 
for £16.000. sold for £20,000. 

1984 - bought timber frame for £10,000 
(plus £10,000 grant) sold for £40,000. 

1986 - bought bungalow for £42,000, sold 
for £71,000 in 1991. 

1992 - bought smallholding for £85,000. 
now worth over £130,000 

For your moves to be featured, write to: 
Nic Cicutti, Stepping Stones. One 
Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London 
E14 SDL. ElOO for the best story 


3 As much art as 
architecture 

Art Deco houses are back in fashion, but many have been 
‘modernised’ and are now hard to find. By Fiona Brandhorst 


THERE cant be many houses that 
make you feel “on top of the world" 
but when Jane and Andrew Fryer 
.Tfewed a Thirties “cruise-liner style” 
a&use perched on one of the high- 
est points in London, they were 
buzzing with enthusiasm. It wasn't 
just the views from the south Lon- 
don vantage point (on a clear day, 
Windsor Castle, about 40 mDes away 
is visible), the house itself was a fine, 
if neglected, example of Modernist 
architecture, with its fiat root white 
walls and metal railings. 

This style of house is enjoying a 
revival The problem is finding one 
that hasn’t been aesthetically ruined 
inside and out - “modernising” al- 
most always indudes double- glazing 
and sometimes pitched roofs. How- 
ever, fine examples can still be 
found. An estate agent, Nick Staton, 
recently sold the singer Paul Young’s 
Art Deco home in north London for 
more thnn £im. The house is a 
copy of one by Frank Lloyd Wight 

“People are prepared to pay a pre- 
mium fora house like this, although 
itjsa specialised market and doesn’t 

s ^Jfeveiyone,” says Mr Staton. 

Jane Fryer has named their 
house Welcome Aboard, and one 
step inside the gateway brings you 


into a nautical fantasy. As I walked 
though the pebbled garden full of 
exotic architectural palms and 
shrubs, bordered by red-and-white- 
striped lifebelts, I bad the distinct 
feeling I’d left my luggage behind. 

“We would still have wanted it 
without the views," says Jane, who 
along with Andrew, loved the idea of 
“living-quarters" on the first floor 
and the way the light floods into 
every room from curved windows. 

“Andrew's only misgiving was 
the amount of work that was 
needed," Jane says. Their surveyor 
thought that around £9,000 would 
“see it straight". That was seven 
years ago; in fact the Fryers have 
spent nearer £100,000 on renovation 
and decoration. “There was no 
cavity insulation," says Jane, “and 

every room had to be thermally Kned 
and replastered." 

Having previously renovated a 
large Victorian house, Andrew had 
honed his DIY skills and knew Ms 
limitations. Yet leaving the rewiring, 
pl umbing and roofing to the trades- 
men was frustrating. 

"Most of them had never worked 
on a house like this and didn't know 
what they were up against." Andrew 
says. The integral garage had been 


half-converted into a room but an 
asbestos ceiling still had to be 
removed. “It was just me and a face 
mask," Andrew adds. 

The house was built in 1934 and 
designed by architects whose work 
included EaHng Fflm Studios and the 
White House Hotel in Regent’s Park. 

Roy Scotchbrook, an estate agent 
who specialises in unusual property, 
has sold the four-bedroom house 
three times in the last 20 years. 
“This style of house has became pop- 
ular only in the last few years, and 
was a bit tatty when the Fryers 
bought it" It seems the expensive 
renovations have paid off Jane and 
Andrew paid £175,000 for it in 1991 
and it is now valued at £350,000. 

“We haven’t been totally purist 
with the decorations," Andrew says, 
“but there is an empathy with the 
period.'’ Jane ’s collection of ceram- 
ics from the Twenties and Thirties 
are displayed simply, against white 
walls. The main bathroom is original 
Art Deco, with classic green-and- 
hlarfc tiling and chrome accessories. 

Strips of miniature fights stud the 
steps of the oak-stripped staircase 
leading to the first floor: “It's our 
Hollywood touch,” Jane says. The 
kitchen was the last room in the 



‘Welcome Aboard’, the restored Art Deco home of Jane and Andrew Fryer Nicola Kurtz 


house to be completed, a few months 
ago. “We couldn’t recreate a Thirties 
kitchen," adds Jane. “It would have 
been quite ugly. The original tiles 
were in a terrible condition and just 
had to go.” Instead, Jane chose a 
ship-shape, steel galley kitchen, tot- 
ally blowing her budget “Because 
It doesn’t lead out to the garden, 
weVe made the most of the large bal- 
cony across the hallway. It's sunny 
and secluded, and you get the views. 
Wooden decking would finish it off" 
Friends in the Art Deco business 
have been generous with their gifts. 


"People have just found us things," 
Andrew muses. Railing-lights out- 
side the house and a few portholes 
here and there add to the period 
ambience. A glass door-panel etched 
with the bow of a steamer came from 
a hotel And a painting of the Queen 
Mary came from the lounge bar of 
a pub in the Isle of Wight 

Jane likes to escape to her 
favourite part of the house - the roof- 
top studio and terrace. 

“In summer I drape towels 
around and imagine the heat smog 
over London is where the beach is. 


And you couldn’t have a better view 
when you’re doing the ironing." 

Surety the ultimate complement 
to your hard graft is a stream of 
people wanting to buy your house. 
u We often have cards through the 
door asking us ifwe want to seEL One 
couple offered us cash. It’s very flat- 
tering, but we’re not selling." 

Cash purchasers would be more 
than welcome at Harrods Estates, 
which is selling the Art Deco Burgh 
Island Hotel near Sal combe in 
Devon. It was bought in poor repair 
by the Art Deco dealers Tony and 


Bea Porter in 1986 and restoration 
is now complete, including the Palm 
Court cocktail bar frequented by Ed- 
ward vm and Mrs Simpson, Agatha 
Christie and Noel Coward. If you 
haven't yet planned your Mfilennium 
party, for around £2 .5m you’ll get the 
hotel Burgh Island itself and the 
local pub The Pilchards ion Martini 
cocktail anyone? 

Statons, 01 81 -449 3383; Scatehbrodcs 
0182-699 0841 ; Christie &. Co, 
02392 259371; uncw.ioorldcollectors 
net com/artdeco 












""" 


Hot Spot 

Chiswick village, west London 


Where a mall is not a mall 
and a village not a village 


HQOrfSLOW 


hiswch Village ['■ 
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C hiswick Village is in 
Chiswick. That much is 
dear and indisputable. So 
is Chiswick Mall. But 
Chiswick Village is not a 
village, and Chiswick Mall is not a 
shopping centre. Even Chiswick's 
reputation as a haven Cor well-heeled 
families isn't quite what it seems. 

Properties in this desirable part of 
west London do command stiff prices, 
as exemplified by the seven-figure 
riverside homes along Chiswick Mali. 
But affordable flats for singles or 
sharers are also available, not least in 
Chiswick Village, which is the name 
both of a 280-apartment complex 
spread over 15 blocks and the circular 
fin fact, A-shaped) road that lies in 
front of them. 

Chiswick Village looks very much 
like a council estate but, since this is 
Chiswick even that is illusory. The 
estate is and always has been privately 
owned and was fairly upmarket at one 
time. A few years ago, the tenants 
started proceedings to buy the free- 
hold collectively. Although ultimately 
successful, this was only after being 
enmeshed in complex, costly and bit- 
ter legal skirmishes. The tenants and 
their property values have only 
recently started to recover. 

“We went through an absolute 
horror of dirty, lengthy legal battles 
against two freeholders, but we won/ 1 
says Pat Salt, who has lived in 
Chiswick Village for eight years with 
herhusbandand two children. 

Prices pluinineted: “No one would 
lend while we were in court, and if you 
wanted to buy you had to have cash,” 
says Ms Salt Cash-buyers tend to be 
investors buying to let, and in terms 
of commitment to the properly, Ms Salt 
regrets that the percentage of owner- 
occupiers isn't higher. 

During the enfranchisement 
proceedings, the owners had suc- 
ceeded in setting groups of tenants 
against one another, and animosity 
continued even after the solicitors had 
finally packed their briefcases for 
good. “Now, prices are rising, and the 
old villagey spirit is slowly coming 
back,” says Ms Salt 
“Brin ging up children here was 
great They could safely play on the 
green in front,” says Ms Salt “We have 
trains on both sides and a motorway 
on one, but you do get used to the 



With much of it naming beside thejdvezv-Chiswick is a desirable area —bat not aB4ts-propertietrare- priccd-ont - o f rea eIi- Ni c ola K m fe* 


noise.” And as for as transport is 
concerned, it is pretty convenient *Vte 
are near Gunnersbuzy station and the 
M4 and North and South Circular 
roads. The position is great” Heating 
and hot water are communal and 
most flats have balconies overlooking 
the green. 

Chiswick Village’s developer also 
built the so-called three Bs - Beverly, 
Beaumont and Belgrave Courts - 
which are closer to Chiswick's high 
road, and more expensive. 

David Bell, of Winkworth estate 
agents, notes that since Chiswick Vil- 
lage's enfranchisement “the price 
gap has been narrowing, but” he 
adds, “if the three Bs were to enfran- 
chise, prices would spurt up. And 
Chiswick Village has lower service 
charges.” 

ROBERT UEBMAN 


Transport: Chiswick Park 
serves the Ealing Broadway 
branch of the District Line, and 
Gunners bury serves the 
Richmond branch and the North - 
London Line. Buses link Chiswick 
with Hammersmith, Hounslow 
and Richmond. 

Prices: A reasonable two-bed flat 
in Chiswick Village sells for about 
£115.000, and for £140,000 in the 
three Bs. “Some flats in the three 
courts have a reception room and 
a separate dining room,” says 
Wmkworth’s Bell In Chiswick 
Village, flats needing work and 


LOWDOWN 


lacking balconies can sell closer 
to £100,000. 

Going to Courc Again: 

- Other affordable blocks of flats in 
Chiswick include Dewsbuxy 
Court, Watchfield Court, Sutton 
Court and Arlington Park 
Mansions. Examine room size 
and, with ground floor fiats in the 
three Bs, ask questions about the 
hot water pipes below the floor 
It’s Your Shout: Pubs, cafes and 
restaurants on Strand on the 
Green are nearby. 

Council Tax: Hounslow’s Band A 
is £487 and Band H is £ 1,460. 


Tilting the Waters: Chiswick 
Village used to have a pool, and 
the three Bs still have a 
communal small outdoor pooL 
Otherwise it's Edensor Road or 
Fountains Leisure in Brentford. 
Whistler's Roundabout Here: 
Hogarth and Whistler both rest in 
toe cemetery near the Hogarth 
Roundabout 

Estate Agents: Foxtons (0181- 
996 6000); John Spencer (0181-995 
4321); Sworn & Co (0181-995 
3076); Townsend lyser 
Greenwood (0181-994 7022); 
Whitman & Co (0181-747 8800). 


THRF.F TO VIEW 


FOR UNDER £200, 
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THE OLD Post Office in Norton In Hales, near Market 
Drayton in Shropshire, is a three-bedroom traditional 
house in one of toe county's best-kept villages. 

Surrounded by gardens, the creeperdad property 
has a well-proportioned sitting room with sash 
windows and brick open fireplace and hearth. There’s 
a separate dining room, breakfast room and ll'G’’ by 
11V kitchen with fitted units and buflt-in oven and 
hob. There are also three large store rooms on the 
ground floor: Outside, toe house has shutters to the 
first floor windows and pretty barge boarding: 

Price £180,000, details from GA 01630 658222. 



WYVERNE, IN Braxted near Great Dunznow in Essex 
is a modern detached three-bedroom house with 
rural views at the back, towards the village church. 
Built in 1973, and recently extended, it had two 
reception rooms, dining room and separate kitchen 
and utility rooms. 

The bedrooms have built in wardrobe cupboards 
and there is a separate shower room and bathroom. 
On toe second floor; is a 11 ’ 6 ” by 6’5” study with fitted 
desktop and drawers, and an en suite loo. In the 114' 
garden there’s a tandem double garage, lawns, shed 
and ornamental pond with water lilies. Price £180,000, 
details from Trembato Welch 01371 872117 



THIS i8TH-century Grade II listed house is in 
Canterbury and offers views over toe Cathedral It 
has previously been both a pub and a shop. Now a 
private, four-bedroom house, number 46 Broad 
Street is within easy walking distance of the city 
centre. Added to that, it has a 87ft walled garden 
and a garage. 

The three-storey house has been partially 
improved, including a new roof just over 10 years ago, V 
and it has a new 22ft kitchen and conservatory. The 
3lft reception room has built-in shelves and double 
doors leading outside. There is another drawing room 
on the first floor. The price is £185,000 and details are 
available from Cluttons Daniel Smith 01277 457441. 

Rosalind Russell 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


Dulwich 





Winkworth 


Linurr modem town house In Neo Georgian style, done to 
Denmark H4I 8R Suooa 

bedrooms "Study ‘Family bathroom "Shower room 
■Kitchen "Utility room "Integral garage "Garden 
AraflaUeJm 1999 - Pan fitmhhrd -&E7S40 per week {£130000 pern) 


im . r.\«L m a • m v* J * 1 HC I a l 


Beautifully rcfint'teijed Victorian bouse arranged owr three 
Boon. Good location, close to transport at Herne HID BR Station 
and Brtxron tube. 

•Four bedrooms "Two reception rooms "Bathroom "Quality 
fined kitchen "Shower room "Garden "Off sneer parking 
AraHaUe now - Either UufBrnMKd - S350JM per week IS1SIS.00 pan) 


Luniry modern executive home with gang:- and off street 


Five bedroom* "Th-o bathrooms "TWo reception roams "Fully 
fined kitchen "Off street parking -Garage fur one car "Garden 
Amdbbie now - Ponktcd - £370.00 per wrefc (£1600.00 pan) 


if’’ 1 3 • UO/ftO •\*Xi ^ Efi-VJ ■ *1*1 V.ICW ; 


Delightful semidetached Victorian house with raped* rear 
garden. Good location, doe to East Dulwich BR Samoa and 
Dulwich VHbge. 

■Four bedrooms "Family bathroom "Sep a r a te 'WIG "Double 

reception room "Khcbco/Brealdast room 

AadUde eutyjao 1999 - Fnratabcd - *y?0 per week (SlfittUX) pcafl 


M KJI » M *1 WiH W’t 


Lomlr family house, a short walk from East Dulwich BR Station 
f/unc Zi. 

•Four bedrooms "IWo ivtffxkin rooms -Kbchen/Bmkfim room 

"Family bathroom "Separate WC. "Hear garden 

ftraihbfc now - ftrdy Amtsbed - MOO0O par week ilT50.Q0 pcra) 



PROPERTY: RESIDENTIAL 


London Property 


EAST 

TWICKENHAM 



flfuc/i improved over the 
years, smi situated on this 
ertremely popular road 
dose to Richmond Bridgo. 
A Eutataftd Vktonan house 
ottering three beduoms wSh 
poternal kr tow Urea reception 
rooms, kmrykflchgn.bahraom 
waft coma belli, pound flow 
ctaakroom, roof tanace with vwws 
towatis Ric h m on d and ttie fflL 
Gas central twang, 3GB 
appro wma laiy rear garden, double 
gtating. bursar Btarm. origotal 
Mues. efl arEd pstang tor one 
csv, plus reboltf on road perm 
parking. HVm waBong detenu at 
local shops. flfcAmonrf Jown 
Conte end UvUaHBPmk. 


REDUCED TO SELL 
AT £385,000 



o advertise in 
this section 
please call the 

Property 
Team on 
0171 293 
2302. 


CENTRAL 
LONDON WC1 


TWO 


I =1 =1 :{*!• J 


FLAT 



Sixth floor of 
Edwardian block. 
Living room 15' x 12', 
modem kitchen and 
bathroom, small, 
separate study, 
wooden floors, 
recently decorated 

£179,000 


j Telephone: 

0171 293 2202 


TUSCANY 
& UMBRIA 


We haw a large snloction 
of both restored end 
un restored property tor sate, 
ranging from apartments 
anti farmhouses, to vtas 
and palazTOS- 
Wealso alter e Ml 
restoration and 
management service 


01725 518858 

Or vim iha entire 
caafcguB on our WBflsaa:- 

wwv*touropropwrtyti«Lcom 


Exchange 




:r r-iiin i sr Scceuswn 

New and one owner Holiday Homes. 
The beach moments from your jpatlo 
door. Full central beating. From £8000 
Approx 2 hours bam Manchester, 
Liverpool & Birmingham. 

-M2&6 *360 400 

Beam BaBdny Wed Polm. FarifatiU. t 


Overseas Property 


North nk, UM SET 


It’s never too late to start 
a new life in the sun! 



VILLAS AND AMBTMENTS 
ON MAINLAND SPUN 
FROM JUO.OOO- 
£ 200 , 000 + 


JKOKAUM • CALPE 
■ BESIDORM " JAVEA 

• DE.VU • TOKREYIFJA 

• CSSTEtUON * JAlXKt 


4 * PHONE 01793 480033 
Wilmington S International 


FuB particulars oi 
hundreds of properties 


lMj/I 


<>* U Sa 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Sell your home for as little as 
£50 per advertisement 

VTHE INDEPENDENT 

INDEPENDENT 

Or-’ TC4Ei.Vs 

Advertise your property through the Independent and 
Independent on Sunday’s highly successful Property 
Gaflerjr, a marketplace (hat is tried, tested and works. 

The advertisement appears In the Saturday Your Money 
or the Sunday Business sections. Your property wffl 
***** h the tamat shown here, wan 40 wonts of 
description complemented by a full colour photograph 
of your home. 

The Cost 

The more adrortteemants you booh, the cheaper the 

cost per ad> 

1 x Advertisement costs £95 

2 x Advertisements cost £130 (£65 each) 

3 x Advertisements cost CISC (£50 each) 

HB hi Ms coupon and sand payment, a colour photograph and 
up to 40 words of copy to; The Property Tewn, Classified 
Atvorttsbift 18* Hoo* Independent Newsmpec t Canada 
Sqnaro, Canary Wharf, London E14 SDL 
Daadtoe for reeaipt el confelMa Is at lead e worth* «m m to 
ptoflanm. Offer open to prtrato aAwtlHni art* cammwcial 



Detached family’ bana^ 

, Grade II Listed, lar^hj^teo, 
rweption room, billieStb ifestiL 
4 bed. 2 bath. 

“aintJined grai^^pf 1/2 acre. 
Wdl conn^^^Sid and raiL 
E*gel®^feal aehoofa. 
rfi ^bsr. £250,000 

PK'&felepkme (Daytime): 

0171 293 2037 



TELEPHONE (daytime). 


ADDRESS. 


irwutain si a 


I^ini UAtC .. 

SlGHAlim ^ 

FW «MW or more Information pieaselall The I 

on 0171-293 2343 or HTUa*!!**"* **" 
































